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The Gift of the Magi Dramatists Play
Service, Inc.

Kurt Vonnegut's masterpiece,
Slaughterhouse-Five is “a desperate,
painfully honest attempt to confront the
monstrous crimes of the twentieth century”
(Time). Selected by the Modern Library as
one of the 100 best novels of all time
Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic,
Is one of the world’s great antiwar books.
Centering on the infamous World War I
firebombing of Dresden, the novel is the
result of what Kurt Vonnegut described as
a twenty-three-year struggle to write a
book about what he had witnessed as an
American prisoner of war. It combines
historical fiction, science fiction,
autobiography, and satire in an account of
the life of Billy Pilgrim, a barber’s son
turned draftee turned optometrist turned
alien abductee. As Vonnegut had, Billy
experiences the destruction of Dresden as
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a POW. Unlike Vonnegut, he experiences
time travel, or coming “unstuck in time.” An
instant bestseller, Slaughterhouse-Five
made Kurt Vonnegut a cult hero in
American literature, a reputation that only
strengthened over time, despite his being
banned and censored by some libraries
and schools for content and language. But
it was precisely those elements of
Vonnegut’'s writing—the political edginess,
the genre-bending inventiveness, the frank
violence, the transgressive wit—that have
inspired generations of readers not just to
look differently at the world around them
but to find the confidence to say something
about it. Authors as wide-ranging as
Norman Mailer, John Irving, Michael
Crichton, Tim O’Brien, Margaret Atwood,
Elizabeth Strout, David Sedaris, Jennifer
Egan, and J. K. Rowling have all found
inspiration in Vonnegut's words. Jonathan
Safran Foer has described Vonnegut as
“the kind of writer who made people—young
people especially—want to write.” George
Saunders has declared Vonnegut to be
“the great, urgent, passionate American
writer of our century, who offersus . . . a
model of the kind of compassionate
thinking that might yet save us from
ourselves.” More than fifty years after its
initial publication at the height of the
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Vietham War, Vonnegut’s portrayal of

fall hard for this astonishing New Y ork Times-

political disillusionment, PTSD, and postwar bestselling novel-in-verse by an award-winning

anxiety feels as relevant, darkly humorous,
and profoundly affecting as ever, an
enduring beacon through our own era’s
uncertainties.

Sl aught er house- Fi ve Top Shel f
Producti ons

George Owell's famous satire of
the Soviet Union, in which “all
animal s are equal but sone animals
are nore equal than others.”

The Story Of An Hour Lindhardt og
Ringhof

Two men kidnap a mischievous boy
and request a large ransom for his
return.

Chains Lulu.com

Mrs. Louise Mallard, afflicted with a heart
condition, reflects on the death of her husband
from the safety of her locked room. Originally
published in Vogue magazine, “ The Story of an
Hour” wasretitled as“ The Dream of an
Hour,” when it was published amid much
controversy under its new title a year later in St.
Louis Life.“ The Story of an Hour” was
adapted to film in The Joy That Kills by director
Tina Rathbone, which was part of a PBS
anthology called American Playhouse.
HarperPerennial Classics brings great works of
literature to life in digital format, upholding the
highest standards in ebook production and
celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more
titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to
build your digital library.

Anything But Typical Simon and Schuster
Jason, atwelve-year-old autistic boy who
wants to become a writer, relates what his
lifeislike as he tries to make sense of his
world.

Aimless L ove Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

Winner of the National Book Award for Y oung
Peopl€e's Literature, the Michael L. Printz Award,
and the Pura Belpré Award! Fans of Jacqueline
Woodson, Meg Medina, and Jason Reynolds will
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slam poet, about an Afro-Latina heroine who tells
her story with blazing words and powerful truth.
Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in
her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body
grew into curves, she has learned to let her fists and
her fierceness do the talking. But Xiomara has
plenty she wants to say, and she pours al her
frustration and passion onto the pages of aleather
notebook, reciting the words to herself like
prayers—especially after she catches feelings for a
boy in her bio class named Aman, who her family
can never know about. With Mami’ s determination
to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church,
Xiomara understands that her thoughts are best kept
to herself. So when sheisinvited to join her

school’ s slam poetry club, she doesn’t know how
she could ever attend without her mami finding out.
But she still can’t stop thinking about performing
her poems. Because in the face of aworld that may
not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent.
“Crackles with energy and snaps with authenticity
and voice.” —Justina lreland, author of Dread Nation
“An incredibly potent debut.” —Jason Reynolds,
author of the National Book Award Finalist Ghost
“Acevedo has amplified the voices of girlsen €l
barrio who are equal parts goddess, saint, warrior,
and hero.” —Ibi Zoboi, author of American Street
This young adult novel, a selection of the
Schomburg Center's Black Liberation Reading List,
isan excellent choice for accelerated tween readers
in grades 6 to 8. Plus don't miss Elizabeth
Acevedo's With the Fire on High and Clap When
You Land!

A Grain of Wheat Hyweb Technology Co.
Ltd.

A charming picture book set in an Amish
community, by the beloved storyteller
Patricia Polacco. Naomi lives with her
farming family in an Amish villagein
Pennsylvania. As part of her household
chores, Naomi looks after the chickens with
her little sister, Ruth. One day Naomi and
Ruth find an abandoned egg near the road.
Naomi decides this special egg must be
hatched. And whenit is, it's plain to see that
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thisis no ordinary chick! The girls keep the Thisisthe Sound of Irony: Music, Politics

chick, named Fancy, asecret . . . until the
day of their family's community working

and Popular Culture Hachette Books
Do you believe that people can change? Can

bee. On this day, Naomi is to receive awhite a bank robber marry the banker’ s daughter
organdy cap, an Amish tradition, as a reward without having any hidden thoughts and

for her hard work and responsibility. But on
this day, too, Fancy the chick decidesto
Introduce himself to the community! The
results are a sheer delight, pure and simple.

intentions?"A Retrieved Reformation” tells
the story of JJmmy, aformal prisoner, who
decides to quit violating the law in the name
of love. He takes up a new identity and

Accompanied by Patricia Polacco's beautiful starts a new life as an honorable man.
artwork, this story of discovery and growing However he is about to face a choice which

up will stay in the hearts of all who turn its

Pages.
The Interlopers Doubleday Books for

Y oung Readers

Provides lessons on the Holocaust based on
the differing perspectives offered in works
by Elie Wiesdl, Corrie ten Boom, Art

Spiegelman, and others

The Creative Company

Ninth-grader Philip Malloy's suspension for
humming "The Star-Spangled Banner" during
homeroom becomes a national news story.

A Retrieved Reformation Walch Publishing

Saki. Years of rivalry and feuding between the von
Gradwitzes and the Znaeyms seemingly come to an
end when the two heads of the familiesfind
themselvesin alife-or-death situation.
Unfortunately, their reconcilliation comestoo late.
40 pages. Tale Bla

The Five People You Meet in Heaven Simon
and Schuster

The subject of this play—as we are told at the

can cost him his future. Will he sacrifice
himself in order to save a child in danger or
he will prefer to keep hisold identity in
secret? William Sydney Porter, better
known as O. Henry, was an American
writer who lived in the late 19th century. He
gains wide popularity with his short stories
which often take place either in New Y ork
or some small American towns. The plot
twists and the surprise endings are a typical
and integral part of O. Henry’s short
stories. Some of his best known works are
"The Gift of the Magi", "The Cop and the
Anthem", "A Retrieved Reformation". His
stories often deal with ordinary people and
the individual aspects of life. Asaresult of
the outstanding literature legacy that O.
Henry left behind, thereisan American
annual award after his name, given to
exceptional short stories.

outset—is love, pure and complicated. Set on theKierkegaard's Writings Heinemann

stage of The North Crawford Mask & Wig
Club ("the finest community theatre in central
Connecticut!"), three early comic masterpieces
by Kurt Vonnegut (Long Walk to Forever,
Who am | This Time? and Go Back to Y our
Precious Wife and Son) are sewn together into
aseamless evening of hilarity and humanity.
With a single set, wonderful rolesfor seven
versatile actors, and Vonnegut's singular wit
and insight into human foibles, thisis a smart,
delightful comedy for the whole family.
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The Gift of the Magi is atreasured short story
written by O. Henry. A young and very much
in love couple can barely afford their one-room
apartment, let alone the extra expense of
getting Christmas presents for one another. But
each is determined to show their love for the
other in this traditional time of giving; each
sells athing they hold most dear in order to
afford a present, with poignant and touching
results that capture their love for one another.
The Poet X Harper Collins
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The Landlady is abrilliant gem of a short
story from Roald Dahl, the master of the
sting inthe tail. In The Landlady, Roald
Dahl, one of the world's favourite authors,
tells a sinister story about the darker side of
human nature. Here, ayoung man in need of

room meets a most accommodating landlady

... The Landlady is taken from the short
story collection Kiss Kiss, which includes
ten other devious and shocking stories,
featuring the wife who pawns the mink coat
from her lover with unexpected results; the

breath. Death has never been busier, and will
become busier still. Liesel Meminger is afoster
girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out
ameager existence for herself by stealing when
she encounters something she can’t
resist—books. With the help of her accordion-
playing foster father, she learnsto read and
shares her stolen books with her neighbors
during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish
man hidden in her basement. In superbly crafted
writing that burns with intensity, award-winning
author Markus Zusak, author of I Am the
Messenger, has given us one of the most

priceless piece of furniture that is the subject enduring stories of our time. “ The kind of book

of adeceitful bargain; awronged woman
taking revenge on her dead husband, and
others. 'Unnerving bedtime stories, subtle,
proficient, hair-raising and done to aturn.’
(San Francisco Chronicle) This story isalso
available as a Penguin digital audio
download read by Tamsin Greig. Roald
Dahl, the brilliant and worldwide acclamed
author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,
James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, and
many more classics for children, also wrote
scores of short stories for adults. These
delightfully disturbing tales have often been
filmed and were most recently the
inspiration for the West End play, Roald
Dahl's Twisted Tales by Jeremy Dyson.
Roald Dahl's stories continue to make
readers shiver today.

The Landlady (A Roald Dahl Short Story)
Simon and Schuster

Technology Co. Ltd.

Nothing But the Truth A& C Black

#1 NEW YORK TIMESBESTSELLER

ONE OF TIME MAGAZINE'S 100 BEST YA
BOOKS OF ALL TIME The extraordinary,
beloved novel about the ability of booksto feed
the soul even in the darkest of times. When
Desath has a story to tell, you listen. It is 1939.
Nazi Germany. The country is holding its
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that can be life-changing.” —The New Y ork
Times “Deserves a place on the same shelf with
The Diary of aYoung Girl by Anne Frank.”
—USA Today DON'T MISS BRIDGE OF
CLAY, MARKUS ZUSAK’S FIRST NOVEL
SINCE THE BOOK THIEF.

Romiette and Julio Anchor

Do you fedl the soul of another calling to you?
Do you know in your heart that your destiny
and his wore meant to merge In the cosmos?
We can help you find him. When Romiette
Cappelle and her best friend, Destiny, decideto
order The Scientific Soul Mate System from
the back of Heavy Hunks magazine, they're not
sure what they're getting into. But Destiny, a
self-proclaimed psychic, assures Romi that for
$44.99 plus shipping and handling, it's the only
way they're ever going to find out who their
soul matesreally are. If nothing else, maybe
Romi will get someinsight into that recurring
dream she's been having about fire and water.
But they never expect that the scented candle
and tube of dream ointment will live up to their
promises and merge Romiette's destiny with
that of Julio Montague, aboy she'sjust met in
the "cosmos' of an Internet chat room. It turns
out they go to the same high school, not to
mention having almost the same names as
Shakespeare's famous lovers! Sweet-scented
dreams of Julio have almost overtaken Romi's
nightmares... ...when suddenly they return, but
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thistimeinred life. It ssemsthe Devildogs, a place where your lifeis explained to you by five

local gang, violently oppose the relationship of
Romiette and Julio. Soon they find themselves

people, some of whom you knew, others who
may have been strangers. One by one, from

haunted by the purple-clad shadows of the gang, childhood to soldier to old age, Eddie'sfive

and the fire and water of Romiette's dream

people revisit their connections to him on earth,

merge in ways more terrifying -- and ultimately illuminating the mysteries of his"meaningless'
more affirming -- than even Destiny could have life, and revealing the haunting secret behind

foreseen.

and Wang

In this book, Janet Alsup reports and
theorizes a multi-layered study of teacher
identity development. The study, which
followed six pre-service English education
students, was designed to investigate her
hypothesis that forming (or failing to form)
aprofessional identity is central in the
process of becoming an effective teacher.
Thiswork addresses the intersection of
various types of discourse within the
process of professional identity
development, emphasizes that the
intersection of the personal and professional
In teacher identity formation is more
complex than is acknowledged in typical
methods classes, and accents the need for
teacher educators to take steps to facilitate
such integration. Specific suggestions for
methods courses are presented that teacher
educators can use asis or adapt to their own
contexts. Teacher Identity Discourses:
Negotiating Personal and Professional
Spaces speaks eloquently to faculty,
researchers, and graduate students across
the field of teacher education.

Who Am | this Time? Routledge

Eddieis awounded war veteran, an old man
who has lived, in his mind, an uninspired life.
Hisjob isfixing rides at a seaside amusement
park. On his 83rd birthday, atragic accident
kills him, as he triesto save alittle girl from a
falling cart. He awakes in the afterlife, where
he learns that heaven is not adestination. It'sa
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the eternal question: "Why was | here?"

They Called Us Enemy - Expanded Edition
Routledge

Celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the Newbery
Honor—winning survival novel Hatchet with a
pocket-sized edition perfect for travelers to take
along on their own adventures. This special
anniversary edition includes a new introduction and
commentary by author Gary Paulsen, pen-and-ink
illustrations by Drew Willis, and awater resistant
cover. Hatchet has also been nominated as one of
America’s best-loved novels by PBS's The Great
American Read. Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson,
haunted by his secret knowledge of his mother’s
infidelity, istraveling by single-engine plane to
visit hisfather for the first time since the divorce.
When the plane crashes, killing the pilot, the sole
survivor is Brian. Heis aone in the Canadian
wilderness with nothing but his clothing, atattered
windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother had given
him as a present. At first consumed by despair and
self-pity, Brian slowly learns survival skills—how to
make a shelter for himself, how to hunt and fish
and forage for food, how to make a fire—and even
finds the courage to start over from scratch when a
tornado ravages his campsite. When Brian isfinally
rescued after fifty-four daysin the wild, he emerges
from his ordeal with new patience and maturity,
and a greater understanding of himself and his
parents.
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