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Jill Ker Conway, one of our most admired
autobiographers--author of The Road from
Coorain and True North--looks astutely and
with feeling into the modern memoir: the
forms and styles it assumes, and the strikingly
different ways in which men and women
respectively tend to understand and present
their lives. In a narrative rich with evocations
of memoirists over the centuries--from Jean-
Jacques Rousseau and George Sand to W. E.
B. Du Bois, Virginia Woolf, Frank McCourt
and Katharine Graham--the author suggests
why it is that we are so drawn to the reading of
autobiography, and she illuminates the cultural
assumptions behind the ways in which we talk
about ourselves. Conway traces the narrative
patterns typically found in autobiographies by
men to the tale of the classical Greek hero and
his epic journey of adventure. She shows how
this configuration evolved, in memaoirs, into the
passionate romantic struggling against the
conventions of society, into the frontier hero
battling the wilderness, into self-made men
overcoming economic obstacles to create an
invention or a fortune--or, more recently, into
a quest for meaning, for an understandable
past, for an ethnic identity. In contrast, she sees
the designs that women commonly employ for
their memoirs as evolving from the writings of
the mystics--such as Dame Julian of Norwich
or St. Teresa of Avila--about their relationship
with an all-powerful God. As against the male
autobiographer's expectation of power over his
fate, we see the woman memoirist again and
again believing that she lacks command of her
destiny, and tending to censor her own story.
Throughout, Conway underlines the memoir’s
magic quality of allowing us to enter another
human being's life and mind--and how this
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Every Book Its Reader New York : H. Holt and
Company

A fascinating look at compulsive hoarding by a
woman whose mother suffers from the disease.
To be the child of a compulsive hoarder is to live
in a permanent state of unease. Because if my
mother is one of those crazy junk-house people,
then what does that make me? When her
divorced mother was diagnosed with cancer,
New York City writer Jessie Sholl returned to her
hometown of Minneapolis to help her prepare
for her upcoming surgery and get her affairs in
order. While a daunting task for any adult
dealing with an aging parent, it s compounded
for Sholl by one lifelong, complex, and
confounding truth: her mother is a compulsive
hoarder. Dirty Secret is a daughter’ s powerful
memoir of confronting her mother’ s disorder,
of searching for the normalcy that was never hers
as a child, and, finally, cleaning out the clutter of
her mother’ s home in the hopes of salvaging
the true heart of their relationship—nbefore it’ s
too late. Growing up, young Jessie knew her
mother wasn’ t like other mothers: chronically
disorganized, she might forgo picking Jessie up
from kindergarten to spend the afternoon thrift
store shopping. Now, tracing the downward
spiral in her mother’ s hoarding behavior to the
death of a long-time boyfriend, she bravely
wades into a pathological sea of stuff: broken
appliances, moldy cowboy boots, twenty
identical pairs of graying bargain-bin sneakers,
abandoned arts and crafts, newspapers,
magazines, a dresser drawer crammed with
discarded eyeglasses, shovelfuls of junk mail . . .
the things that become a hoarder’ s

“ treasures.” With candor, wit, and not a drop
of sentimentality, Jessie Sholl explores the many
personal and psychological ramifications of
hoarding while telling an unforgettable mother-
daughter tale.

The Library Twelve

Now in paperback, a delightful collection
of essays on the transformative power of
reading In The Book That Changed My
Life, our most admired writers, doctors,
professors, religious leaders, politicians,

Goodwin it was Barbara Tuchman's The
Guns of August, which inspired her to enter
afield, history writing, traditionally
reserved for men. For Jacques Pépin it was
The Myth of Sisyphus, which taught him
the importance of personal responsibility,
dignity, and goodness in the midst of
existentialist France. A testament to thelife-
altering importance of literature, this book
Inspires us to return to old favorites and
seek out new treasures. All proceeds go to
The Read to Grow Foundation, which
partners with urban hospitals to provide
books and literacy information to newborns
and their families,

To Build a Better World A&C Black
Reference tool for Rare Books Collection.
Colonel Roosevelt Yale University
Press

"Discoveries of rare and collectible
books are chronicled in stories from
both casual and die-hard book
collectors" --

The Quest for Corvo Voyageur Press
(MN)

A Gentle Madness continues to
astound and delight readers about the
passion and expense a collector is
willing to make in pursuit of the book.
The book captures that last moment in
time when collectors pursued their
passions in dusty bookshops and
street stalls, high stakes auctions, and
the subterfuge worthy of a true
bibliomaniac. An adventure among the
afflicted, A Gentle Madness is vividly
anecdotal and thoroughly researched.
Nicholas Basbanes brings an
investigative reporter's heart to
illuminate collectors past and present
in their pursuit of bibliomania. A New
York Times Notable Book of the Year.
An Incomplete Education Hachette UK
"The Bible and the social and moral
consequences that derive from its
interpretation are all too important to

chefs, and CEO s share the books that mean Pe left in the hands of the pious or the
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experts, and too significant to be
ignored and trivialized by the
uninformed and indifferent.

Sir Robert Cotton, 1586-1631 Naval
Institute Press

For Yale University Press, which
celebrates its hundredth birthday in
2008, the century has been an eventful
one, punctuated with no few surprises.
The Press has published more than 8,000
volumes through the years, scores of
bestsellers and award-winners among
them, and these books have come to
fruition through the efforts of a host of
colorful authors, editors, directors, board
members, and others of intellectual and
literary renown. With an ear always
cocked for an interesting tale, one of
today's best storytellers presents an
anecdote-rich chronicle of the Press's
first 100 years. Nicholas Basbanes,
whom David McCullough has called the
leading authority of books about books,
quickly convinces us that the Press's
history, while bookish, is also lively and
fascinating. Basbanes explores the saga
behind the acquisition of Eugene O'Neill's
blockbuster play, the all-time Yale
bestseller Long Day's Journey into Night;
the controversy sparked in 1965 by
publication of The Vinland Map; the
origins of the groundbreaking Annals of
Communism series, initiated in the wake
of the Soviet Union's demise; and many
more highlights from Press annals.
Basbanes looks at the reasons behind the
publisher's remarkable financial success,
and he completes A World of Letters with
a glimpse at the new initiatives that will
propel the Press into a second exciting
century.

The Art of American Indian Cooking
Simon and Schuster

Inspired by a landmark exhibition
mounted by the British Museum in
1963 to celebrate five eventful
centuries of the printed word,
Nicholas A. Basbanes offers a lively
consideration of writings that have
"made things happen” in the world,
works that have both nudged the
course of history and fired the
imagination of countless influential
people. In his fifth work to examine a
specific aspect of book culture,
Basbanes also asks what we can know
about such figures as John Milton,
Edward Gibbon, John Locke, Isaac
Newton, Samuel Taylor Coleridge,
John Adams, Frederick Douglass,
Abraham Lincoln, Henry James,
Thomas Edison, Helen Keller— — even
the notorious Marquis de Sade and
Adolf Hitler— — by knowing what they
have read. He shows how books that
many of these people have consulted,
in some cases annotated with their
marginal notes, can offer tantalizing
clues to the evolution of their
character and the development of
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their thought.

A Passion for Books Vintage

Allen Ginsberg, Lionel and Diana
Trilling, Lillian Hellman, Hannah
Arendt, and Norman Mailer -- all
are ex-friends of Norman
Podhoretz, the renowned editor and
critic and leading member of the
group of New York intellectuals
who came to be known as "the
Family." As only a family member
could, Podhoretz tells the story of
these friendships, once central to
his life, and shows how the political
and cultural struggles of the past
fifty years made them impossible to
sustain. With wit, piercing insight,
and startling honesty, we are
introduced as never before to a
type of person for whom ideas
were often matters of life and
death, and whose passing from the
scene has left so large a gap in
American culture. Podhoretz was
the trailblazer of the now-famous
journey of a number of his fellow
intellectuals from radicalism to
conservatism -- a journey through
which they came to exercise both
cultural and political influence far
beyond their number. With this
fascinating account of his once
happy and finally troubled relations
with these cultural icons, Podhoretz
helps us understand why that
journey was undertaken and just
how consequential it became. In the
process we get a brilliantly
illuminating picture of the writers
and intellectuals who have done so
much to shape our world.
Combining a personal memoir with
literary, social, and political history,
this unique gallery of stern and
affectionate portraits is as
entertaining as a novel and at the
same time more instructive about
postwar American culture than a
formal scholarly study. Interwoven
with these tales of some of the
most quixotic and scintillating of
contemporary American thinkers
are themes that are introduced,
developed, and redeveloped in a
variety of contexts, with each
appearance enriching the others,
like a fugue in music. It is all here:
the perversity of brilliance; the
misuse of the mind; the
benightedness of people usually
considered especially enlightened;
their human foibles and olympian

detachment; the rigors to be

endured and the prizes to be won
and the prices to be paid for the
reflective life. Most people live
their lives in a very different way,
and at one point, in a defiantly
provocative defense of the
indifference shown to the things by
which intellectuals are obsessed,
Norman Podhoretz says that
Socrates' assertion that the
unexamined life was not worth
living was one of the biggest lies
ever propagated by a philosopher.
And yet, one comes away from Ex-
Friends feeling wistful for a day
when ideas really mattered and
when there were people around
who cared more deeply about them
than about anything else. Reading of
a time when the finest minds of a
generation regularly gathered in
New York living rooms to debate
one another with an articulateness,
a passion, and a level of erudition
almost extinct, we come to realize
how enviable it can be to live a life
as poignantly and purposefully
examined as Norman Podhoretz's is
in Ex-Friends.

Editions and Impressions
HarperCollins

"Some books are unreservedly
forgotten; none are unreservedly
remembered." -W. H. Auden "A
room without books is like a body
without a soul." -Cicero "The
proper study of mankind is books."
-Aldous Huxley This collection of
more than five hundred quotations
captures the wisdom and wit of the
most insightful things ever said
about books, spoken and written by
such legendary figures as:
Aeschylus, Ernest Hemingway,
John Ruskin, Woody Allen, Thomas
Jefferson, Charles Scribner, Maya
Angelou, Franz Kafka, George
Bernard Shaw, Jane Austen, Helen
Keller, Wallace Stevens, Francis
Bacon, Malcolm X, Robert Penn
Warren, Ralph Waldo Emerson,
Groucho Marx, William Carlos
Williams, William Faulkner, John
Milton, Oprah Winfrey, Robert
Frost, George Orwell, and W. B.
Yeats. Encompassing the many
facets of books and the pleasures
and puzzlements they afford, The
Quotable Book Lover includes
chapters on writing, reading, and
bookbinding, among other subjects.
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With its wide range of commentary, like-- Umberto Eco's How to Justify a keenly observed--of such larger-than-

this compilation will surely
entertain and enlighten bibliophiles

everywhere.

The Man Who Loved Books Too Much
Lyons Press

A major literary biography of America's
best-loved nineteenth-century poet, the
first in more than fifty years, and a much-
needed reassessment for the twenty-first
century of a writer whose stature and
celebrity were unparalleled in his time,
whose work helped to explain America's
new world not only to Americans but to
Europe and beyond. From the author of
On Paper ("Buoyant"--The New Yorker;
"Essential"--Publishers Weekly),
Patience and Fortitude ("A wonderful
hymn"--Simon Winchester), and A Gentle
Madness ("A jewel"--David McCullough).
In Cross of Snow, the result of more than
twelve years of research, including
access to never-before-examined letters,
diaries, journals, notes, Nicholas
Basbanes reveals the life, the times, the
work--the soul--of the man who shaped
the literature of a new nation with his
countless poems, sonnets, stories,
essays, translations, and whose renown
was so wide-reaching that his deep
friendships included Charles Dickens,
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Julia Ward Howe, and Oscar
Wilde. Basbanes writes of the shaping of
Longfellow's character, his huge body of
work that included translations of
numerous foreign works, among them,
the first rendering into a complete edition
by an American of Dante's Divine
Comedy. We see Longfellow's two
marriages, both happy and contented,
each cut short by tragedy. His first to
Mary Storer Potter that ended in the
aftermath of a miscarriage, leaving
Longfellow devastated. His second
marriage to the brilliant Boston
socialite--Fanny Appleton, after a three-
year pursuit by Longfellow (his "fiery
crucible,” he called it), and his emergence
as a literary force and a man of letters. A
portrait of a bold artist, experimenter of
poetic form and an innovative
translator--the human being that he was,
the times in which he lived, the people
whose lives he touched, his monumental
work and its place in his America and
ours.

Patience & Fortitude Skyhorse

A collection of sixty classic and
contemporary essays, stories, lists,
poems, quotations, and cartoons that
celebrates the joys of reading, the
feeling of spending hours browsing
through a bookstore, and the people
for whom buying books is a necessity.
Booklovers will find themselves in
good company within the pages of A
Passion for Books, beginning with
science-fiction great Ray Bradbury's
foreword and throughout contributions

Page 3/4

Private Library, dealing with the
question everyone with a sizable
library is inevitably asked: "Have you
read all these books?"; Gustave
Flaubert's Bibliomania, the tale of a
book collector so obsessed with
owning a book that he is willing to Kill
to possess it; and Anna Quindlen's
How Reading Changed My Life, in
which she shares her optimistic view
on the role of reading and the future of
books in the computer age.
Interspersed throughout are
entertaining lists--Ten Bestselling
Books Rejected by Publishers Twenty
Times or More, Norman Mailer's Ten
Favorite American Novels and many
more-- plus select writings on

life figures as Ronald Reagan, affable
and good-natured but the most
reluctant of authors, struggling with
his "ghosted" presidential
autobiography; Richard Nixon, seen
here as a genial, if bizarrely detached,
host; superagent Irving Lazar,
pursuing his endless deals and dreams
of "class"; retired Mafia boss Joseph
Bonanno, the last of the old-time dons,
laboring over his own version of his
life in his desert retreat; Joan
Crawford, giving Korda her rules for
successful living; and countless other
greats, near greats, and would-be
greats. Here too are famous writers,
sometimes eccentric, sometimes
infuriating, sometimes lost souls,

bookstores, book clubs, cartoons about captured memorably by someone who

books and a specially prepared
"bibliobibliography" of books about
books. Whether you consider yourself
a bibliomaniac or just someone who
enjoys reading, A Passion for Books
will provide you with a lifetime's worth
of entertaining, informative, and
pleasurable reading on your favorite
subject--the love of books.

The Good Book Knopf

General Adult. From the acclaimed author
of A Gentle Madness comes a new
collection of more than thirty dispatches
from the world of books. Reports on a
nascent library in Iraq and a firsthand
account of a high-stakes book auction
combine with provocative discussions of
the deliberate destruction of books and
insightful profiles of book collectors,
writers, and librarians to create a
panoramic view of bibliomania.

My Bookstore Macmillan

In his remarkable memoir, at once
frank, audacious, canny, and revealing,
Michael Korda, the author of Charmed
Lives and Queenie, does for the world
of books what Moss Hart did for the
theater in Act One, and succeeds
triumphantly in making publishing
seem as exciting (and as full of great
characters) as the stage. Another Life
is not just an adventure--the engaging
and often hilarious story of a young
man making his career--but the
insider's story of how a cottage
industry metamorphosed into a big
business, with sometimes alarming
results for all concerned. Korda writes
with grace, humor, and a shrewd eye,
not only about himself and his rise
from a lowly (but not humble)
assistant editor reading the "slush
pile" of manuscripts to a famous editor
in chief of a major publishing house,
but also about the celebrities and
writers with whom he worked over
four decades. Here are
portraits--rare, intimate, always

was close to them for years: Graham
Greene, in pursuit of his FBI file and a
Nobel Prize; Tennessee Williams,
wrestling unsuccessfully with his
demons; Jacqueline Susann, facing and
conquering the dreaded "second-novel
syndrome" after the stunning success
of Valley of the Dolls; Harold Robbins
(who had to be guarded under lock and
key and made to finish his novels),
struggling to keep the IRS at bay from
the deck of his yacht; Carlos
Castaneda, at his most sorcerously
charming, described--at last--in detail,
as he really was, by one of the few
people who knew him well; not to
mention Richard Adams, Will and Ariel
Durant, Susan Howatch, S. J.
Perelman, Fannie Hurst, Larry
McMurtry, and many, many more.
Parts of this book that have appeared
in The New Yorker over the years
have brought Korda great acclaim--the
chapter about Jacqueline Susann has
been made into a major motion picture.
Here at last, entertaining and
provocative and always hugely
readable, is the whole story--a book as
engaging and full of life as Korda's
highly acclaimed memoir of his family,
Charmed Lives, about which Irwin
Shaw wrote: "l don't know when | have
enjoyed a book more."

On Paper Crown

In this enthusiastic, heartfelt, and
sometimes humorous ode to bookshops
and booksellers, 84 known authors pay
tribute to the brick-and-mortar stores
they love and often call their second
homes. In My Bookstore our greatest
authors write about the pleasure,
guidance, and support that their favorite
bookstores and booksellers have given
them over the years. The relationship
between a writer and his or her local
store and staff can last for years or even
decades. Often it's the author's local
store that supported him during the early
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days of his career, that continues to
introduce and hand-sell her work to new
readers, and that serves as the anchor for
the community in which he lives and
works. My Bookstore collects the essays,
stories, odes and words of gratitude and
praise for stores across the country in 81
pieces written by our most beloved
authors. It's a joyful, industry-wide
celebration of our bricks-and-mortar
stores and a clarion call to readers
everywhere at a time when the value and
importance of these stores should be
shouted from the rooftops. Perfectly
charming line drawings by Leif Parsons
illustrate each storefront and other
distinguishing features of the shops.

A World of Letters Univ of California
Press

A Best Book of the Year: Mother Jones -
Bloomberg News ¢ National Post
Kirkus In these pages, Nicholas
Basbanes—the consummate bibliophile’ s
bibliophile—shows how paper has been
civilization’ s constant companion. It
preserves our history and gives record to
our very finest literary, cultural, and
scientific accomplishments. Since its
invention in China nearly two millennia
ago, the technology of paper has spread
throughout the inhabited world. With deep
knowledge and care, Basbanes traces
paper’ s trail from the earliest handmade
sheets to the modern-day mills. Paper,
yoked to politics, has played a crucial
role in the unfolding of landmark events,
from the American Revolution to Daniel
Ellsberg s Pentagon Papers to the
aftermath of 9/11. Without paper, modern
hygienic practice would be unimaginable;
as currency, people will do almost
anything to possess it; and, as a tool of
expression, it is inextricable from human
culture. Lavishly researched,
compellingly written, this masterful guide
illuminates paper’ s endless possibilities.
A Gentle Madness Independently
Published

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
« ANEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE
BOOK ¢« “ Colonel Roosevelt is
compelling reading, and [Edmund]
Morris is a brilliant biographer who
practices his art at the highest
level. . . . A moving, beautifully
rendered account.” —Fred Kaplan,
The Washington Post This
biography by Edmund Morris, the
Pulitzer Prize— and National Book
Award—- winning author of The Rise
of Theodore Roosevelt and
Theodore Rex, marks the
completion of a trilogy sure to
stand as definitive. Of all our great
presidents, Theodore Roosevelt is
the only one whose greatness
increased out of office. What other

president has written forty books,
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hunted lions, founded a third
political party, survived an
assassin’ s bullet, and explored an
unknown river longer than the
Rhine? Packed with more
adventure, variety, drama, humor,
and tragedy than a big novel, yet
documented down to the smallest
fact, this masterwork recounts the
last decade of perhaps the most
amazing life in American history.

“ Hair-raising . . . awe-inspiring . . .
a worthy close to a trilogy sure to
be regarded as one of the best
studies not just of any president,
but of any American.” —San
Francisco Chronicle

When Memory Speaks Random
House

A funny and entertaining history of
printed books as told through
absurd moments in the lives of
authors and printers, collected by
television’ s favorite rare-book
expert from HISTORY’ s hit series
Pawn Stars. Since the Gutenberg
Bible first went on sale in 1455,
printing has been viewed as one of
the highest achievements of human
innovation. But the march of
progress hasn’ t been smooth;
downright bizarre is more like it.
Printer’ s Error chronicles some of
the strangest and most humorous
episodes in the history of Western
printing, and makes clear that

we’ ve succeeded despite
ourselves. Rare-book expert
Rebecca Romney and author J. P.
Romney take us from monasteries
and museums to auction houses and
libraries to introduce curious
episodes in the history of print that
have had a profound impact on our
world. Take, for example, the
Gutenberg Bible. While the book is
regarded as the first printed work
in the Western world, Gutenberg’ s
name doesn’ t appear anywhere on
it. Today, Johannes Gutenberg is
recognized as the father of Western
printing. But for the first few
hundred years after the invention
of the printing press, no one knew
who printed the first book. This
long-standing mystery took
researchers down a labyrinth of
ancient archives and libraries, and
unearthed surprising details, such
as the fact that Gutenberg’ s
financier sued him, repossessed his
printing equipment, and started his

own printing business afterward.
Eventually the first printed book
was tracked to the library of
Cardinal Mazarin in France, and
Gutenberg’ s forty-two-line Bible
was finally credited to him, thus
ensuring Gutenberg’ s name would
be remembered by middle-school
students worldwide. Like the works
of Sarah Vowell, John Hodgman,
and Ken Jennings, Printer’ s Error
Is a rollicking ride through the
annals of time and the printed word.
The Book That Changed My Life
Ballantine Books

Modern Book Collecting offers advice
that answers all the basic questions a
book lover and collector might
have—what to collect and where to find
it, how to tell a first edition from a
reprint, how to build an author
collection, how to get the best price
from dealers, how to understand the
prices and rarity of books, and more.
With a handy dictionary of terms used
in auction and dealer catalogs and a
new section on Internet resources,
this is a must-have guide for book
lovers.
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