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Religious Experience and New Materialism Cambridge
University Press
From Althusser's most prolific period, this book is destined to
become a classic.
Ernst Bloch’s Speculative Materialism Oxford University Press
The work of Raymond Williams is of seminal importance in the culture
and knowledge industry. He is widely regarded as one of the founding
figures of international cultural studies. In tribute to his legacy, this
edited volume is devoted to his theories of cultural materialism and is
the first major collection of essays on his work to be offered since his
death in 1988. For all readers grappling with Williams's complex legacy,
this volume is not to be missed.
Culture and Materialism Penn State Press
"Socialism is back and with it is a renewed
interest in Marx's critique of capitalism.
After the 2008 financial crash international
book sales of Capital exploded for the first
time in decades. In a world of rising income
inequality, right-wing nationalisms, and
global climate change, people are again
looking to the father of modern socialism for
answers. This book is written to help those
returning to Marx today get answers to their
pressing questions about the nature of wealth,
ecological crisis, gender inequality,
colonialism, migration, and the possibility of
socialism. Marx, as always, remains our
contemporary. This book also offers readers a
new perspective on a several major ideas in
Marx's work. It argues that Marx, contrary to
convention, did not think history was
deterministic or that reality could be reduced
to classical materialism. Marx was not an
anthropocentric humanist nor did he have a
labor theory of value. The unique contribution
of this book is that it begins with Marx's
earliest and most neglected book on ancient
naturalism in order to show its lasting
methodological effect on his "process
materialism" defined by the primacy of motion.
This "kinetic Marxism," as I call it, offers
us a new way to re-read Capital that bears
directly on a number of contemporary issues.
This also makes Marx in Motion the first book
to offer a new materialist reading of Marx.
The result of all this is a fresh new view on
the important theories of primitive
accumulation, metabolism, value, fetishism,
dialectics, and the possibility of a kinetic
communism for the 21st century"--
Materialism Amherst : University of Massachusetts Press
Putting the New Materialist figure of diffraction to use in a set of readings
– in which cultural texts are materially read against their contents and
their themes, against their readers or against other texts – this volume
proposes a critical intervention into the practice of reading itself. In this
book, reading and reading methodology are probed for their materiality
and re-considered as being inevitably suspended between, or diffracted
with, both matter and discourse. The history of literary and cultural
reading, including poststructuralism and critical theory, is revisited in a
new light and opened-up for a future in which the world and reading are
no longer regarded as conveniently separate spheres, but recognized as
deeply entangled and intertwined. Diffractive Reading ultimately
represents a new reading of reading itself: firstly by critiquing the distanced
perspective of critical paradigms such as translation and intertextuality, in
which texts encountered, processed or otherwise subdued; secondly,
showing how all literary and cultural readings represent different
‘agential cuts’ in the world-text-reader constellation, which is always
both discursive and material; and thirdly, the volume materializes,
dynamizes and politicizes the activity of reading by drawing attention to
reading’s intervention in, and (co)creation of, the world in which we live.
Mind and Cosmos U of Minnesota Press
This edited collection builds on recent strands in philosophy that
promote a critical conceptual return to the material world
outside human culture. Through the lens of literary analysis and
theory, it conceptualizes the potential of New Materialism as a
timely mode of critique toward the current human condition and
its effect on literature and the present. Organized around the key
New Materialist concepts of entanglement and speculation, the
chapters by renowned literary scholars and theorists approach

literary texts and theory from onto-epistemological and
speculative realist perspectives. Both concepts critically bespeak
our precarious relation to matter during the Anthropocene.
Entanglement analyzes this human inference with the material
environment and its consequences, while speculation makes
palpable our cognitive limits in grasping these consequences and
our continued obligation to try to do so. Literature emerges as a
site where entanglement and speculation, as well as their
alignment, are intensively presented and negotiated. In
highlighting these connections, the chapters in this collection
bring entanglement and speculation (theory) together to form a
critical literary theory fit for the Anthropocene.
V. S. Naipaul Yale University Press
The discussions about the ethical, political and human implications of the
postmodernist condition have been raging for longer than most of us care
to remember. They have been especially fierce within feminism. After a
brief flirtation with postmodern thinking in the 1980s, mainstream feminist
circles seem to have turned their back on the staple notions of
poststructuralist philosophy. Metamorphoses takes stock of the situation
and attempts to reset priorities within the poststructuralist feminist agenda.
Cross-referring in a creative way to Deleuze's and Irigaray's respective
philosophies of difference, the book addresses key notions such as
embodiment, immanence, sexual difference, nomadism and the materiality
of the subject. Metamorphoses also focuses on the implications of these
theories for cultural criticism and a redefinition of politics. It provides a
vivid overview of contemporary culture, with special emphasis on
technology, the monstrous imaginary and the recurrent obsession with 'the
flesh' in the age of techno-bodies. This highly original contribution to
current debates is written for those who find changes and transformations
challenging and necessary. It will be of great interest to students and
scholars of philosophy, feminist theory, gender studies, sociology, social
theory and cultural studies.
In a Materialist Way University of Notre Dame Pess
Niall McKay explores the use of Christian scriptures to resist apartheid in
South Africa. From this, the author develops an approach to reading the
gospel of Mark which is shaped by literary materialism and examples an
approach to religious texts for the sake of liberative theory and action.

The Fallacy of Materialism Verso
A brilliant introduction to the philosophical concept of
materialism and its relevance to contemporary science and
culture In this eye-opening, intellectually stimulating
appreciation of a fascinating school of philosophy, Terry
Eagleton makes a powerful argument that materialism is at the
center of today’s important scientific and cultural as well as
philosophical debates. The author reveals entirely fresh ways of
considering the values and beliefs of three very different
materialists—Marx, Nietzsche, and Wittgenstein—drawing
striking comparisons between their philosophies while reflecting
on a wide array of topics, from ideology and history to
language, ethics, and the aesthetic. Cogently demonstrating how
it is our bodies and corporeal activity that make thought and
consciousness possible, Eagleton’s book is a valuable
exposition on philosophic thought that strikes to the heart of
how we think about ourselves and live in the world.
Reading the Material Theatre Verso Books
New Materialisms brings into focus and explains the significance of
the innovative materialist critiques that are emerging across the
social sciences and humanities. By gathering essays that exemplify
the new thinking about matter and processes of materialization, this
important collection shows how scholars are reworking older
materialist traditions, contemporary theoretical debates, and advances
in scientific knowledge to address pressing ethical and political
challenges. In the introduction, Diana Coole and Samantha Frost
highlight common themes among the distinctive critical projects that
comprise the new materialisms. The continuities they discern include
a posthumanist conception of matter as lively or exhibiting agency,
and a reengagement with both the material realities of everyday life
and broader geopolitical and socioeconomic structures. Coole and
Frost argue that contemporary economic, environmental,
geopolitical, and technological developments demand new accounts
of nature, agency, and social and political relationships; modes of
inquiry that privilege consciousness and subjectivity are not adequate
to the task. New materialist philosophies are needed to do justice to
the complexities of twenty-first-century biopolitics and political
economy, because they raise fundamental questions about the place
of embodied humans in a material world and the ways that we
produce, reproduce, and consume our material environment.
Contributors Sara Ahmed Jane Bennett Rosi Braidotti Pheng Cheah
Rey Chow William E. Connolly Diana Coole Jason Edwards
Samantha Frost Elizabeth Grosz Sonia Kruks Melissa A. Orlie
Voluptuous Philosophy Oxford University Press
Anticipatory Materialisms explores nineteenth and early twentieth-century
literature thatanticipates and pre-empts the recent philosophical ‘turn’ to
materiality and affect. Critical volumes that approach literature via the
prism of New Materialism are in the ascendence. This collection stakes a
different claim: by engaging with neglected theories of materiality in
literary and philosophical works that antedate the twenty-first century

‘turn’ to New Materialism and theories of affect, the project aims to
establish a dialogue between recent theoretical considerations of people-
world relations in literature and that which has gone before. This project
seeks to demonstrate the particular and meaningful ways in which
interactions between people and the physical world were being considered
in literature between the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The
project does not propose an air of finality; indeed, it is our hope that
offering provocative and challenging chapters, which approach the subject
from various critical and thematic perspectives, the collection will establish
a broader dialogue regarding the ways in philosophy and literature have
intersected and informed each other over the course of the long nineteenth
century.

Language and Materialism John Hunt Publishing
The modern materialist approach to life has conspicuously
failed to explain such central mind-related features of our world
as consciousness, intentionality, meaning, and value. This
failure to account for something so integral to nature as mind,
argues philosopher Thomas Nagel, is a major problem,
threatening to unravel the entire naturalistic world picture,
extending to biology, evolutionary theory, and cosmology.
Since minds are features of biological systems that have
developed through evolution, the standard materialist version of
evolutionary biology is fundamentally incomplete. And the
cosmological history that led to the origin of life and the coming
into existence of the conditions for evolution cannot be a merely
materialist history, either. An adequate conception of nature
would have to explain the appearance in the universe of
materially irreducible conscious minds, as such. Nagel's
skepticism is not based on religious belief or on a belief in any
definite alternative. In Mind and Cosmos, he does suggest that if
the materialist account is wrong, then principles of a different
kind may also be at work in the history of nature, principles of
the growth of order that are in their logical form teleological
rather than mechanistic. In spite of the great achievements of the
physical sciences, reductive materialism is a world view ripe for
displacement. Nagel shows that to recognize its limits is the first
step in looking for alternatives, or at least in being open to their
possibility.
Beyond the Story Ashgate Publishing, Ltd.
First published in 1977, this book presents a comprehensive and lucid
guide through the labyrinths of semiology and structuralism — perhaps the
most significant systems of study to have been developed in the twentieth
century. The authors describe the early presuppositions of structuralism
and semiology which claim to be a materialist theory of language based on
Saussure’s notion of the sign. They show how these presuppositions have
been challenged by work following Althusser’s development of the
Marxist theory of ideology, and by Lacan’s re-reading of Freud. The book
explains how the encounter of two disciplines — psychoanalysis and
Marxism — on the ground of their common problem —language — has
produced a new understanding of society and its subjects. It produces a
critical re-examination of the traditional Marxist theory of ideology,
together with the concepts of sign and identity of the subject.
More Than Belief Springer Nature
Carefully elaborating Hobbes' materialist ontology, Samantha Frost
challenges both our implicit Cartesian assumptions about the self & the
commonplace Hobbes that so readily figures in our political imagination.
The law and the lone male Taylor & Francis
This book challenges the traditional idea that religions can be understood
primarily as texts to be interpreted, decoded, or translated. In More Than
Belief, Manuel A. Vásquez argues for a new way of studying religions, one
that sees them as dynamic material and historical expressions of the
practices of embodied individuals who are embedded in social fields and
ecological networks. He sketches the outlines of this approach through a
focus on body, practices, and space. In order to highlight the centrality of
these dimensions of religious experience and performance, Vásquez
recovers materialist currents within religious studies that have been
consistently ignored or denigrated. Drawing on state-of-the-art work in
fields as diverse as anthropology, sociology, philosophy, critical theory,
environmental studies, cognitive psychology, and the neurosciences,
Vásquez offers a groundbreaking new way of looking at religion.
New Materialist Literary Theory Yale University Press
Eighteenth-century France witnessed the rise of matter itself - in forms
ranging from atoms to anatomies - as a privileged object of study.
Voluptuous Philosophy redefines what is at stake in the emergence of an
enlightened secular materialism by showing how questions of figure - how
should a body be represented? What should the effects of this
representation be on readers? - are tellingly and consistently located at the
very heart of 18th-century debates about the nature of material substance.
French materialisms of the Enlightenment are crucially invested not only in
the development of a sophisticated theoretical apparatus around the notion
of matter but in the production of specific relationships between readers
and the "matter" of the texts that they consume. How, the book asks, did
the period's fascination with a markedly immaterial and ephemeral event -
the reading of works of fiction - come to coincide with what appears to be
a gradual materialization of human subjects: men and women who
increasingly manage to envision themselves transfigured, as the century
wears on, into machines, animals, and even, in the work of the Marquis de
Sade, tables and chairs? In what way did the spread of new philosophies of
matter depend upon the ability of readers to perceive certain figures of
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speech as literally and immediately true - to imagine themselves as fully
material bodies even as they found themselves most deeply compelled by
disembodied literary forms? More broadly, in what sense does the act of
reading literature alter and transfigure our perceptions of what is, and can
be, real? Voluptuous Philosophy articulates the gradual coming into being
of literature as a distinct arena of textual production with the rise of an
enlightened reader who remains abstracted from the bodily symptoms that
any given piece of writing may induce in him. The very definition of "the
literary" as an autonomous field, this book suggests, may, ironically, be
dependent upon the simultaneous construction of a material world that
remains fully immune to its effects.
The Materialist Conception of History OUP Oxford
Twenty-three philosophers examine the doctrine of materialism find
it wanting. The case against materialism comprises arguments from
conscious experience, from the unity and identity of the person, from
intentionality, mental causation, and knowledge. The contributors
include leaders in the fields of philosophy of mind, metaphysics,
ontology, and epistemology, who respond ably to the most recent
versions and defences of materialism. The modal arguments of
Kripke and Chalmers, Jackson’s knowledge argument, Kim’s
exclusion problem, and Burge’s anti-individualism all play a part in
the building of a powerful cumulative case against the materialist
research program. Several papers address the implications of
contemporary brain and cognitive research (the psychophysics of
color perception, blindsight, and the effects of commissurotomies),
adding a posteriori arguments to the classical a priori critique of
reductionism. All of the current versions of materialism — reductive
and non-reductive, functionalist, eliminativist, and new wave
materialism — come under sustained and trenchant attack. In addition,
a wide variety of alternatives to the materialist conception of the
person receive new and illuminating attention, including anti-
materialist versions of naturalism, property dualism, Aristotelian and
Thomistic hylomorphism, and non-Cartesian accounts of substance
dualism.
The New Politics of Materialism Stanford University Press
Beyond the Story: American Literary Fiction and the Limits of
Materialism argues that theology is crucial to understanding the
power of contemporary American stories. By drawing on the theories
of M. M. Bakhtin, Christian personalism, and contemporary
phenomenology, Lake argues that literary fiction activates an
irreducibly personal intersubjectivity between author, reader, and
characters. Stories depend on a dignity-granting valuation of the
particular lives of ordinary people, which is best described as an act
of love that mirrors the love of the divine. Through original readings
of the fiction of Philip Roth, Cormac McCarthy, Lydia Davis, Toni
Morrison, and others, Lake enters into a dialogue with postsecular
theory and cognitive literary studies to reveal the limits of
sociobiology’s approach to culture. The result is a book that will
remind readers how storytelling continually reaffirms the
transcendent value of human beings in an inherently personal
cosmos. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of
theology and literary studies, as well as a broad audience of readers
seeking to engage on a deeper level with contemporary literature.
Philosophy of the Encounter Fordham Univ Press
New materialism challenges conventional theories of understanding
human being and subjectivity, which it regards as shaped by
mechanistic models characteristic of early modern philosophy that
regarded matter as largely passive. Instead it gives weight to topics
often overlooked in such accounts: the body, the role of affect and
the emotions, gender, temporality, agency and vitalism. This
collection, which includes an international roster of contributors from
philosophy, history, literature and science, is the first to ask what is
'new' about the new materialism and place it in interdisciplinary
perspective. Against current theories of new materialism it argues for
a deeper engagement with materialism's history; questions whether
matter can be 'lively'; and asks whether new materialism's wish to
revitalize of politics and the political lives up to its promise.
New Materialisms Routledge
This major reassessment of novelist V.S. Naipaul's work argues
that although Naipaul regards himself as "rootless ... without a
past, without ancestors," his writing is in fact rooted in the
literary and historical traditions of the Caribbean and can best be
understood in the context of the larger field of postcolonial
discourse. Covering in chronological order all of Naipaul's
books, Selwyn R. Cudjoe charts the author's development from
a position in which the tension between his Eastern and Western
visions of the world created classics of world literature (A
House for Mr. Biswas, The Mimic Men) to his progressive
identification with "the dominant imperialist ideology and racist
preoccupations of the age" (In a Free State, Guerrillas, A Bend
in the River, Among the Believers). Cudjoe's analysis is
grounded in contemporary literary theory, an understanding of
Hinduism, and a thorough knowledge of West Indian literature
and history. - Back cover.
Sensations John Wiley & Sons
In this groundbreaking volume, theologians and scholars of
religion criticize and refine new materialist views, to advance
debate about the role of religious experience in social and
political change.
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