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A Natural History Sterling Signature

Explores the development of natural history since the Renaissance and contextualizes current
discussions of biodiversity.

You Univ of California Press

The quest to pinpoint the age of the Earth is nearly as old as humanity itself. For most of history, people trusted
mythology or religion to provide the answer, even though nature abounds with clues to the past of the Earth and
the stars. In A Natural History of Time, geophysicist Pascal Richet tells the fascinating story of how scientists and
philosophers examined those clues and from them built a chronological scale that has made it possible to
reconstruct the history of nature itself. Richet begins his story with mythological traditions, which were heavily
influenced by the seasons and almost uniformly viewed time cyclically. The linear history promulgated by
Judaism, with its story of creation, was an exception, and it was that tradition that drove early Christian attempts
to date the Earth. For instance, in 169 CE, the bishop of Antioch, for instance declared that the world had been
in existence for “ 5,698 years and the odd months and days.” Until the mid-eighteenth century, such natural
timescales derived from biblical chronologies prevailed, but, Richet demonstrates, with the Scientific Revolution
geological and astronomical evidence for much longer timescales began to accumulate. Fossils and the developing
science of geology provided compelling evidence for periods of millions and millions of years—a scale that even
scientists had difficulty grasping. By the end of the twentieth century, new tools such as radiometric dating had
demonstrated that the solar system is four and a half billion years old, and the universe itself about twice that,
though controversial questions remain. The quest for time is a story of ingenuity and determination, and like a
geologist, Pascal Richet carefully peels back the strata of that history, giving us a chance to marvel at each layer
and truly appreciate how far our knowledge—and our planet—have come.

A Natural History of the New World Cambridge University Press

Invites readers to explore the smallest and most unique southwestern desert, the beautiful

Mojave--Provided by publisher.
Inside the Maya Forest New York Review of Books

A fresh look at the natural history of the southern Rocky Mountains and the Intermountain West
region based on cutting-edge research, interviews, and the author's personal experience. A
passionate, humanistic,...

An Essay Toward a Natural History of the Earth and Terrestrial Bodies, Especially Minerals,
as Also of the Sea, Rivers, and Springs : with an Account of the Universal Deluge, and of the
Effects that it Had Upon the Earth Penguin

An accessible and richly illustrated introduction to the natural history of dogs—from
evolution, anatomy, cognition, and behavior to the relationship between dogs and humans As
one of the oldest domesticated species, selectively bred over millennia to possess specific
behaviors and physical characteristics, the dog enjoys a unique relationship with humans.
More than any other animal, dogs are attuned to human behavior and emotions, and
accordingly play a range of roles in society, from police and military work to sensory and
emotional support. Selective breeding has led to the development of more than three
hundred breeds that, despite vast differences, still belong to a single species, Canis
familiaris. The Dog is an accessible, richly illustrated, and comprehensive introduction to the
fascinating natural history and scientific understanding of this beloved species. I dlO m
MiklO si, a leading authority on dogs, provides an appealing overview of dogs' evolution and
ecology; anatomy and biology; behavior and society; sensing, thinking, and personality; and
connections to humans. Illustrated with some 250 color photographs, The Dog begins with
an introductory overview followed by an exploration of the dog's prehistoric origins,
including current research about where and when canine domestication first began. The book
proceeds to examine dogs' biology and behavior, paying particular attention to the
physiological and psychological aspects of the ways dogs see, hear, and smell, and how they
communicate with other dogs and with humans. The book also describes how dogs learn
about their physical and social environments and the ways they form attachments to humans.
The book ends with a section showcasing a select number of dog breeds to illustrate their
amazing physical variety. Beautifully designed and filled with surprising facts and insights,
this book will delight anyone who loves dogs and wants to understand them better.
Hawaiian Natural History, Ecology, and Evolution Atlantic Monthly Press

Belize’ s Chiquibul Forest is one of the largest remaining expanses of tropical moist
forest in Central America. It forms part of what is popularly known as the Maya
Forest. Battered by hurricanes over millions of years, occupied by the Maya for
thousands of years, and logged for hundreds of years, this ecosystem has
demonstrated its remarkable ecological resilience through its continued existence
into the twenty-first century. Despite its history of disturbance, or maybe in part
because of it, the Maya Forest is ranked as an important regional biodiversity hot
spot and provides some of the last regional habitats for endangered species such as
the jaguar, the scarlet macaw, Baird’ s tapir, and Morelet’ s crocodile. A Natural
History of Belize presents for the first time a detailed portrait of the habitats,
biodiversity, and ecology of the Maya Forest, and Belize more broadly, in a format
accessible to a popular audience. It is based in part on the research findings of
scientists studying at Las Cuevas Research Station in the Chiquibul Forest. The book
is unique in demystifying many of the big scientific debates related to rainforests.
These include “ Why are tropical forests so diverse?” ; “ How do flora and fauna
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A Natural History of the New World traces the evolution of plant ecosystems,
beginning in the Late Cretaceous period and ending in the present, charting
their responses to changes in geology and climate.

A Natural History Yale University Press

Book Excerpt: urescit, Benzo memorante. Carol. Cluzio, I. c. Annuo justam attingens
Maturitatem Spatio. Franc. Hernandes, apud Anton. Rech. In Hist. Ind. Occidental, lib.
5. c. 1.[d] It seems likely that the Spanish Authors who say there are four Kinds of
this at Mexico, have no better Foundation for the difference than this; and Mons.
Tournefort had reason to say after Father Plumier, that he only knew one Kind of this
Tree. Cacao Speciem Unicam novi. Append. Rei Herb. pag. 660.[e] A new Voyage
round the World. Tom. 1. Ch. 3. p. 69.[f] Pomet's General History of Drugs, Book vii.
Ch. xiv. pag. 205. Chomel's Abridgment of usual Plants. Valentin. Hist. Simplicium
reform. lib. 2.[g] New Relation of the East Indies. Tom. 1. Part 2. Ch. 19.[h] A
curious Discourse upon Chocolate, by Ant. Colmenero de Cedesma, Physician and
Chirurgeon at Paris 1643.Read More

A Natural History W. W. Norton & Company

This classic work is an exploration of what natural history is, and a sustained
effort to see how it relates to other areas of biology. Marston Bates did not
attempt to overwhelm his audience with facts or overinterpret those he did use,
and, perhaps for this reason, The Nature of Natural History is a timeless work.
The author's genuine interest in the tropics has a very current feeling, and the
first ten or fifteen chapters of the work have a style that is parallel to that of
David Attenborough's verbal presentations of nature. From the book: "I have
already made several remarks about the connection between parasitism and
degeneracy. | suspect this is a matter of point of view. We are predatory
animals ourselves, and consequently admire the characteristics of
predationagility, speed, cunning, self-reliance. We feel a certain kinship with
the lion, and regard the liver fluke with horror. If a sheep were given the
choice, though, it might prefer to be debilitated by liver flukes rather than killed
by a lion." Originally published in 1990. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the
latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-
print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press.
These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the
Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University
Press since its founding in 1905.

A Natural History of Latin Vintage

“ Wine is art. Wine is ritual. Wine is culture. Wine is romance. But in the hands of
Tattersall and DeSalle . . . we learn that wine is also science.” —Neil deGrasse Tyson
A Wall Street Journal Best Book for Wine Lovers An excellent bottle of wine can be
the spark that inspires a brainstorming session. Such was the case for lan Tattersall
and Rob DeSalle, scientists who frequently collaborate on book and museum
exhibition projects. When the conversation turned to wine one evening, it almost
inevitably led the two—one a palaeoanthropologist, the other a molecular biologist—to
begin exploring the many intersections between science and wine. This book
presents their fascinating, freewheeling answers to the question * What can science
tell us about wine?” AnNd vice versa. Conversational and accessible to everyone, this
colorfully illustrated book embraces almost every imaginable area of the sciences,
from microbiology and ecology (for an understanding of what creates this complex
beverage) to physiology and neurobiology (for insight into the effects of wine on the
mind and body). The authors draw on physics, chemistry, biochemistry, evolution,
and climatology, and they expand the discussion to include insights from
anthropology, primatology, entomology, Neolithic archaeology, and even classical
history. The resulting volume is indispensable for anyone who wishes to appreciate
wine to its fullest. * Chemistry. Evolutionary biology. Genetics. This book is an
excellent layman’ s refresher on these diverse topics, and many more, and how they
fit into the grand scheme of wine . . . A fact-packed and accessible read that goes a
long way toward explaining why and how wine became such an important component
in our enjoyment of the natural world.” —Wine Spectator

Natural History University of Chicago Press

Interweaving historical anecdotes and modern-day scientific data, a definitive
study of the natural history of Chicago describes the various forces that shaped
the region's environment, from Ice Age glaciation to the human settlement of
the Midwest, and discusses the various habitats of the region, environmental
destruction, conservation efforts, and more. Original.

Worlds of Natural History University of Arizona Press

An environmental engineer turned ecology writer relates the history of our
waterways and her own growing understanding of what needs to be done to save this
essential natural resource. Water: A Natural History takes us back to the diaries of
the first Western explorers; it moves from the reservoir to the modern toilet, from

evolve?” ; and “ How do species interact?” By focusing on the ecotourism paradise ofthe grasslands of the Midwest to the Everglades of Florida, through the guts of a

Belize, this book illustrates how science has solved some of the riddles that once
perplexed the likes of Charles Darwin, and also shows how it can assist us in
managing our planet and forest resources wisely in the future.

A Natural History of the Sonoran Desert Yale University Press

Includes introductory chapters on basic ecology and geology to familiarize the
reader with the climate, rocks, soil, plants, and animals in each distinctive
region of California and shows how the state's natural history is uniquely
interwoven with its human history.
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wastewater treatment plant and out to the waterways again. It shows how human-
engineered dams, canals and farms replaced nature's beaver dams, prairie dog
tunnels, and buffalo wallows. Step by step, Outwater makes clear what should have
always been obvious: while engineering can de-pollute water, only ecologically
interacting systems can create healthy waterways. Important reading for students of
environmental studies, the heart of this history is a vision of our land and waterways
as they once were, and a plan that can restore them to their former glory: a land of
living streams, public lands with hundreds of millions of beaver-built wetlands, prairie
dog towns that increase the amount of rainfall that percolates to the groundwater, and
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forests that feed their fallen trees to the sea.

The Ultimate Visual Guide to Everything on Earth MIT Press

Providing readers with a rare glimpse into one of the largest natural-science libraries in the
Western Hemisphere, this fascinating collection of 40 essays from the American Museum of
Natural History's top experts discuss the library's seldom-seen, fully illustrated scientific
works.

A Natural History of the Future Princeton University Press

The bestselling author of A Natural History of the Senses now explores the
allure of adultery, the appeal of aphrodisiacs, and the cult of the kiss.
Enchantingly written and stunningly informed, this "audaciously brilliant romp
through the world of romantic love"” (Washington Post Book World) is the next
best thing to love itself.

Revised and Updated Edition Center for Western Studies

From Carlos Fonseca comes a dazzling, kaleidoscopic epic of art, politics, and
hidden realities Just before the dawn of the new millennium, a curator at a New
Jersey museum of natural history receives an unusual invitation from a
celebrated fashion designer. She shares the curator’ s fascination with the
secrets of the animal kingdom—with camouflage and subterfuge—and she
proposes that they collaborate on an exhibition, the nature of which remains
largely obscure, even as they enter into a strange relationship marked by
evasion and elision. Seven years later, after the designer’ s death, the curator
recovers the archive of their never-completed project. During a long night of
insomnia, he finds within the archive a series of clues about the true history of
the designer’ s family, a mind-bending puzzle that winds from Haifa, Israel, to
bohemian 1970s New York to the Latin American jungles. As he follows this
trail, the curator discovers a cast of characters whose own fixations
interrogate the unstable frontiers between art, science, politics, and religion.
An aging photographer, living nearly alone in an abandoned mining town where
subterranean fires rage without end, creates miniature replicas of ruined cities.
A former model turned conceptual artist becomes the star defendant in a trial
over the very soul and purpose of art. A young indigenous boy receives a
vision of the end of the world. Reality is a curtain, the curator realizes, and to
draw it back is to reveal the theater of the obsessed. Natural History is a
portrait of a world trapped between faith and irony, tragedy and farce. An
urgent and impressively ambitious novel in the tradition of Italo Calvino and
Ricardo Piglia, it confirms Carlos Fonseca as one of the most daring writers of
his generation.

Natural History of the Black Hills and Badlands Hachette UK

PEPIN gift and creative paper books all contain 4 pages of introduction and 12 large sheets
of very high-quality wrapping paper. They can easily be removed from the books by tearing
them along a perforated line. The wrapping papers are folded to fit into the book; when
removed and opened they measure 50 cm x 70 cm (19 inch x 27 inch; a standard size for
gift wrapping papers). Depending on the theme, we have selected a suitable light-weight
paper quality. For example, papers with designs in gold, silver or bronze are printed on silky
art paper on which the inks show to their best advantage. Designs with an antique or hand-
made feel are printed on high-quality creamy offset paper. PEPIN papers make your gift
package look very special. In addition, our papers are suitable for scrap booking and all sorts
of craft projects. Each volume contains 12 different, exceptional designs.

A Natural History of the Hedgerow Profile Books

Discusses the diversity--in habitat, diet, social organization, and behavior--of the
world's forty species of deer summarizes all that is known about their biology and
natural history

A Natural History of the Intermountain West A Natural History of the
FutureWhat the Laws of Biology Tell Us About the Destiny of the Human
Species

A monumental and beautiful guide to Earth's wildlife and natural history--its
rocks, minerals, animals, plants, fungi, and microorganisms--this landmark of
reference publishing has been extended and updated. In the 11 years since this
book was released, thousands of new species have been identified, and new
revelations have redrawn the tree of life. Already featuring galleries of more
than 5,000 species, The Natural History Book now includes discoveries such as
the olinguito (the "kitty bear" of the Andean cloud forest) and the painted
mannakin of Peru. It takes advantage of the first living observations of the giant
squid and the deep-sea anglerfish. And it has reorganized the groups of living
things to reflect the latest scientific understanding. All this ensures that this,
the only ebook to offer a complete visual survey of all kingdoms of life, remains
the benchmark of illustrated natural history references. Written by a worldwide
team of natural history experts, The Natural History Book is the perfect
addition to every family bookshelf, as well as an ideal gift for any nature lover.
From granites to grapevines, from microbes to mammals, The Natural History
Book is the ultimate celebration of the diversity of the natural world.

A Natural History Princeton University Press

Not since Willam A. Bryan's 1915 landmark compendium, Hawaiian Natural
History, has there been a single-volume work that offers such extensive
coverage of this complex but fascinating subject. lllustrated with more than two
dozen color plates and a hundred photographs and line drawings, Hawaiian
Natural History, Ecology, and Evolution updates both the earlier publication and
subsequent works by compiling and synthesizing in a uniform and accessible
fashion the widely scattered information now available. Readers can trace the
natural history of the Hawaiian Archipelago through the book's twenty-eight
chapters or focus on specific topics such as island formation by plate tectonics,
plant and animal evolution, flightless birds and their fossil sites, Polynesian
migrational history and ecology, the effects of humans and exotic animals on
the environment, current conservation efforts, and the contributions of the
many naturalists who visited the islands over the centuries and the stories
behind their discoveries. An extensive annotated bibliography and a list of
audio-visual materials will help readers locate additional sources of information.
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