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Evil Springer
The most forceful philosophical
objections to belief in God arise
from the existence of evil. Bad
things happen in the world and it
is not clear how this is compatible
with the existence of an all-
powerful and perfectly loving
being. Unsurprisingly then,
philosophers have formulated
powerful arguments for atheism
based on the existence of
apparently unjustified suffering.
These arguments give expression
to what we call the problem of
evil. This volume is an engaging
introduction to the philosophical
problem of evil. Daniel Speak
provides a clear overview of the
main lines of reasoning in this
debate and argues for the
defensibility of theistic belief in

the face of evil. He fleshes out the
distinction between theodicy and
defense and guides the reader
through the logical, evidential,
and hiddenness versions of the
problem. In an accessible and
beautifully written account, Speak
describes the central issues
surrounding the problem of evil in
a way that clarifies both the
complex reasoning and specialised
terminology of the topic. The
Problem of Evil is an ideal
introduction to contemporary
debates over one of the most
gripping perennial questions.
Read either on its own or
alongside the primary materials it
deftly covers, students and
scholars will find this volume a
terrific resource for understanding
the challenges to religious belief
raised by evil.
Philosophy, Ethics and a
Common Humanity Oxford
University Press, USA
This concise, well-structured
survey examines the problem of
evil in the context of the
philosophy of religion. The main
problem of evil consists in
reconciling belief in a just and

loving God with the evil and
suffering in the world. Michael
Peterson frames this issue by
working through questions such as
the following: What is the relation
of rational belief to religious
faith? What different conceptual
moves are possible on either side
of the issue? What responses have
important thinkers advanced and
which seem most promising? Is it
possible to maintain religious
commitment in light of evil? The
author relies on the helpful
distinction between moral and
natural evil to clarify our
understanding of the different
aspects of the problem as well as
avenues for response. Thus, the
reader of this book gains not only
an intellectual grasp of the debate
over God and evil in professional
philosophy but also the personal
benefit of thinking through one of
the most important issues in
human life. }This concise, well-
structured survey examines the
problem of evil in the context of
the philosophy of religion. One of
the core topics in that field, the
problem of evil is an enduring
challenge that Western
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philosophers have pondered for
almost two thousand years. The
main problem of evil consists in
reconciling belief in a just and
loving God with the evil and
suffering in the world. Michael
Peterson frames this issue by
working through questions such as
the following: What is the relation
of rational belief to religious
faith? What different conceptual
moves are possible on either side
of the issue? What responses have
important thinkers advanced and
which seem most promising? Is it
possible to maintain religious
commitment in light of evil?
Peterson relies on the helpful
distinction between moral and
natural evil to clarify our
understanding of the different
aspects of the problem as well as
avenues for response. The overall
format of the text rests on
classifying various types of
argument from evil: the logical,
the probabilistic, the evidential,
and the existential arguments.
Each type of argument has its own
strategy which both theists and
nontheists must recognize and
develop. Giving both theistic and
nontheistic perspectives fair
representation, the text works
through the issues of whether evil
shows theistic belief to be
inconsistent, improbable,
discredited by the evidence, or
threatened by personal
crisis.Peterson explains how
defensive strategies are
particularly geared for responding
to the logical and probabilistic
arguments from evil while
theodicy is an appropriate
response to the evidential
argument. Theodicy has
traditionally been understood as
the attempt to justify belief in a

God who is all-powerful and all-
good in light of evil. The text
discusses the theodicies of
Augustine, Leibniz, Hick, and
Whitehead as enlightening
examples of theodicy. This
discussion allows Peterson to
identify and evaluate a rather
dominant theme in most
theodicies: that evil can be
justified by designating a greater
good. In the end, Peterson even
explores how certain types of
theodicy, based on specifically
Christian renditions of theism,
might provide a basis for
addressing the existential problem
of evil. The reader of this book
gains not only an intellectual
grasp of the debate over God and
evil in professional philosophy but
also the personal benefit of
thinking through one of the most
important issues in human life. }
On Evil Springer Publishing
Company
The Ethics of Time utilizes the
resources of phenomenology
and hermeneutics to explore
this under-charted field of
philosophical inquiry. Its
rigorous analyses of such
phenomena as waiting,
memory, and the body are
carried out
phenomenologically, as it
engages in a hermeneutical
reading of such classical texts
as Augustine's Confessions
and Sophocles's Oedipus Rex,
among others. The Ethics of
Time takes seriously
phenomenology's claim of a
consciousness both
constituting time and being
constituted by time. This claim
has some important
implications for the "ethical†?
self or, rather, for the ways in

which such a self informed by
time, might come to
understand anew the problems
of imperfection and ethical
goodness. Even though a
strictly philosophical
endeavour, this book engages
knowledgeably and deftly with
subjects across literature,
theology and the arts and will
be of interest to scholars
throughout these disciplines.
The End of the World
Oxford University
Press
The code of conduct
for a leading tech
company famously says
"Don't Be Evil." But
what exactly is evil?
Is it just badness by
another name--the
shadow side of good?
Or is it something
more substantive--a
malevolent force or
power at work in the
universe? These are
some of the
ontological questions
that philosophers have
grappled with for
centuries. But evil
also raises perplexing
epistemic and
psychological
questions. Can we
really know evil? Does
a victim know evil
differently than a
perpetrator or
witness? What
motivates evil-doers?
Satan's rebellion,
Iago's machinations,
and Stalin's genocides
may be hard to
understand in terms of
ordinary reasons,
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intentions, beliefs,
and desires. But what
about the more "banal"
evils performed by
technocrats in a
collective: how do we
make sense of Adolf
Eichmann's self-
conception as just an
effective bureaucrat
deserving of a
promotion? Evil: A
History collects
thirteen essays that
tell the story of evil
in western thought,
starting with its
origins in ancient
Hebrew wisdom
literature and
classical Greek drama
all the way to
Darwinism and Holocaust
theory. Thirteen
interspersed
reflections
contextualize
philosophical
developments by looking
at evil through the
eyes of animals, poets,
mystics, witches,
librettists, film
directors, and even a
tech product manager.
Evil: A History will
enlighten readers about
one of the most
alluring and difficult
topics in philosophy
and intellectual life,
and will challenge
their assumptions about
the very nature of
evil.

Politics, Theory, and Film
Reaktion Books
An ambitious new history
of philosophy in English

that broadens the canon to
include many lesser-known
figures Ludwig Wittgenstein
once wrote that “philosophy
should be written like
poetry.” But philosophy has
often been presented more
prosaically as a long trudge
through canonical authors
and great works. But what,
Jonathan R�e asks, if we
instead saw the history of
philosophy as a haphazard
series of unmapped forest
paths, a mass of individual
stories showing endurance,
inventiveness,
bewilderment, anxiety,
impatience, and good
humor? Here, Jonathan R�e
brilliantly retells this
history, covering such
figures as Descartes,
Locke, Kant, Hegel, Marx,
Nietzsche, Mill, James,
Frege, Wittgenstein, and
Sartre. But he also includes
authors not usually
associated with philosophy,
such as William Hazlitt,
George Eliot, Darwin, and
W. H. Auden. Above all, he
uncovers dozens of
unremembered
figures—puritans,
revolutionaries, pantheists,
feminists, nihilists,
socialists, and
scientists—who were
passionate and active
readers of philosophy, and
often authors themselves.
Breaking away from high-
altitude narratives, he
shows how philosophy finds
its way into ordinary lives,
enriching and transforming
them in unexpected ways.

Dogma Routledge

It has been described as a
"tame longing without any
particular object" by
Schopenhauer, "a bestial
and indefinable affliction"
by Dostoevsky, and
"time's invasion of your
world system" by Joseph
Brodsky, but still very
few of us today can
explain precisely what
boredom is. A Philosophy
of Boredom investigates
one of the central
preoccupations of our age
as it probes the nature of
boredom, how it
originated, how and why
it afflicts us, and why we
cannot seem to overcome
it by any act of will. Lars
Svendsen brings together
observations from
philosophy, literature,
psychology, theology, and
popular culture,
examining boredom's pre-
Romantic manifestations
in medieval torpor,
philosophical musings on
boredom from Pascal to
Nietzsche, and modern
explorations into
alienation and
transgression by
twentieth-century artists
from Beckett to Warhol.
A witty and entertaining
account of our dullest
moments and most
maddening days, A
Philosophy of Boredom
will appeal to anyone
curious to know what lies
beneath the
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overwhelming inertia of
inactivity.

K.N. Smith
"One of the symptoms
of an approaching
nervous breakdown is
the belief that one's
work is terribly
important." - Bertrand
Russell Work is one of
the most universal
features of human life;
virtually everybody
spends some part of
their life at work. It is
often associated with
tedium and boredom, in
conflict with the things
we would otherwise
love to do. The idea of
work primarily as a
burden was also shared
by the philosophers in
ancient Greece, who
generally regarded
work as a curse. And
yet research shows
that it prolongs life and
is generally good for
people’s physical and
mental health. Why is
this? What is the
meaning of work? To
what extent does it
determine our social
identity? Should we
expect to find work
fulfilling? In this book,
Lars Svendsen
explores these
questions and more. He
argues that we need to

complete this
reorientation of our
feelings about work and
collapse the differences
between leisure and
work. Work is always
with us. But to
overcome the sense of
being burnt out, we
must think of work as
not only productive but
recreative – in other
words, a lot more like
leisure. Revised and
updated in light of the
global financial crisis,
this second edition also
includes a new chapter
on work and
globalization.
On Evil Lexington Books
Lars von Trier's intense,
disturbing, and sometimes
funny films have led many
to condemn him as
misogynist or misanthropic.
The same films inspire this
collection's reflections on
how our fears and desires
regarding gender, power,
race, finitude, family, and
fate often thwart -- and
sometimes feed -- our best
democratic aspirations. The
essays in this volume
attend to von Trier's role
as provocateur, as well as
to his films' techniques,
topics, and storytelling.
Where others accuse von
Trier of being clich�d, the
editors argue that he
intensifies the "clich�s of
our times" in ways that
direct our political energies
towards apprehending and

repairing a shattered world.
The book is certainly for
von Trier lovers and haters
but, at the same time,
political, critical, and
feminist theorists entirely
unfamiliar with von Trier's
films will find this volume's
essays of interest. Most of
the contributors tarry with
von Trier to develop new
readings of major thinkers
and writers, including
Agamben, Bataille,
Beauvoir, Benjamin,
Deleuze, Euripides, Freud,
Kierkegaard, Ranci�re,
Nietzsche, Winnicott, and
many more. Von Trier is
both central and irrelevant
to much of this work.
Writing from the fields of
classics, literature, gender
studies, philosophy, film and
political theory, the authors
stage an interdisciplinary
intervention in film studies.
Economics of Good and Evil
Bloomsbury Publishing
A Philosophy of EvilDalkey
Archive Press

God's Goodness and
God's Evil Macmillan
This book is about the
relationship between
God and the world’s
evil. It proposes a
religious, Job-like
approach to evil that
does not approach evil
through the problem of
evil and accepts that
both good and evil are
given by God.
Discovery of the Five
Senses Yale University
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Press
From bestselling author
Michael Shermer, an
investigation of the
evolution of morality
that is "a paragon of
popularized science and
philosophy" The Sun
(Baltimore) A century
and a half after Darwin
first proposed an
"evolutionary ethics,"
science has begun to
tackle the roots of
morality. Just as
evolutionary biologists
study why we are
hungry (to motivate us
to eat) or why sex is
enjoyable (to motivate
us to procreate), they
are now searching for
the very nature of
humanity. In The
Science of Good and
Evil, science historian
Michael Shermer
explores how humans
evolved from social
primates to moral
primates; how and why
morality motivates the
human animal; and how
the foundation of moral
principles can be built
upon empirical
evidence. Along the
way he explains the
implications of
scientific findings for
fate and free will, the
existence of pure good

and pure evil, and the
development of early
moral sentiments among
the first humans. As he
closes the divide
between science and
morality, Shermer
draws on stories from
the Yanamam�,
infamously known as
the "fierce people" of
the tropical rain forest,
to the Stanford studies
on jailers' behavior in
prisons. The Science of
Good and Evil is
ultimately a profound
look at the moral
animal, belief, and the
scientific pursuit of
truth.
Democracy and
Education Oxford
University Press
Freedom of speech,
religion, choice,
will—humans have fought,
and continue to fight, for
all of these. But what is
human freedom really?
Taking a broad approach
across metaphysics,
politics, and ethics, Lars
Svendsen explores this
question in his engaging
book, while also looking
at the threats freedom
faces today. Though our
behaviors, thoughts, and
actions are restricted by
social and legal rules,
deadlines, and burdens,
Svendsen argues that the
fundamental requirement

for living a human life is
the ability to be free. A
Philosophy of Freedom
questions how we can
successfully create
meaningful lives when we
are estranged from the
very concept of freedom.
Svendsen tackles such
issues as the nature of
free agency and the
possibility of freedom in a
universe governed by
natural laws. He
concludes that the true
definition of personal
freedom is first and
foremost the liberty to
devote yourself to what
really matters to you—to
realize the true value of
the life you are living.
Drawing on the
fascinating debates
around the possibility of
freedom and its limits
within society, this
comprehensive
investigation provides an
accessible and insightful
overview that will appeal
to academics and general
readers alike.
Penultimate Quest
Phoemixx Classics
Ebooks
An entertaining,
enlightening, and
humorous graphic
narrative of the
dangerous thinkers who
laid the foundation of
modern thought This
entertaining and
enlightening graphic
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narrative tells the exciting
story of the seventeenth-
century thinkers who
challenged
authority—sometimes
risking excommunication,
prison, and even death—to
lay the foundations of
modern philosophy and
science and help usher in
a new world. With
masterful storytelling and
color illustrations,
Heretics! offers a unique
introduction to the birth
of modern thought in
comics form—smart,
charming, and often
funny. These contentious
and controversial
philosophers—from Galileo
and Descartes to Spinoza,
Locke, Leibniz, and
Newton—fundamentally
changed the way we look
at the world, society, and
ourselves, overturning
everything from the idea
that the Earth is the
center of the cosmos to
the notion that kings have
a divine right to rule.
More devoted to reason
than to faith, these
thinkers defended
scandalous new views of
nature, religion, politics,
knowledge, and the
human mind. Heretics!
tells the story of their
ideas, lives, and times in a
vivid new way.
Crisscrossing Europe as
it follows them in their
travels and exiles, the

narrative describes their
meetings and clashes with
each other—as well as
their confrontations with
religious and royal
authority. It recounts key
moments in the history of
modern philosophy,
including the burning of
Giordano Bruno for
heresy, Galileo's house
arrest for defending
Copernicanism,
Descartes's proclaiming
cogito ergo sum,
Hobbes's vision of the
"nasty and brutish" state
of nature, and Spinoza's
shocking Theological-
Political Treatise. A
brilliant account of one of
the most brilliant periods
in philosophy, Heretics! is
the story of how a group
of brave thinkers used
reason and evidence to
triumph over the
authority of religion,
royalty, and antiquity.

Evil Yale University
Press
Creativity pervades
human life. It is the
mark of individuality,
the vehicle of self-
expression, and the
engine of progress in
every human endeavor.
It also raises a wealth
of neglected and yet
evocative philosophical
questions. The
Philosophy of
Creativity takes up

these questions and, in
doing so, illustrates the
value of
interdisciplinary
exchange.
Work Dalkey Archive
Press
When human beings do
horrifying things, are
they evil? By exploring
such popular literature as
The Talented Mr. Ripley
, Dante's Inferno , The
Turn of the Screw , and
The Strange Case of Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde ,
Koehn illustrates that the
roots of human violence
are not true evil but a
symptom of our failure to
really know who we are.
It is this lack of
understanding of
ourselves that can lead
humans to perform
horrifying deeds, rather
than 'evil' itself. This is a
deep look into human
nature, its beauty and its
failings. The Nature of
Evil offers an insightful
and engaging exploration
at a time when we are all
struggling to understand
the roots of violence and
suffering.

A Philosophy of Lying
Oxford University
Press
Tomas Sedlacek has
shaken the study of
economics as few ever
have. Named one of the
"Young Guns" and one
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of the "five hot minds in
economics" by the Yale
Economic Review, he
serves on the National
Economic Council in
Prague, where his
provocative writing has
achieved bestseller
status. How has he
done it? By arguing a
simple, almost heretical
proposition: economics
is ultimately about good
and evil. In The
Economics of Good and
Evil, Sedlacek radically
rethinks his field,
challenging our
assumptions about the
world. Economics is
touted as a science, a
value-free mathematical
inquiry, he writes, but
it's actually a cultural
phenomenon, a product
of our civilization. It
began within
philosophy--Adam
Smith himself not only
wrote The Wealth of
Nations, but also The
Theory of Moral
Sentiments--and
economics, as Sedlacek
shows, is woven out of
history, myth, religion,
and ethics. "Even the
most sophisticated
mathematical model,"
Sedlacek writes, "is, de
facto, a story, a parable,
our effort to (rationally)

grasp the world around
us." Economics not only
describes the world, but
establishes normative
standards, identifying
ideal conditions.
Science, he claims, is a
system of beliefs to
which we are
committed. To grasp
the beliefs underlying
economics, he breaks
out of the field's
confines with a tour de
force exploration of
economic thinking,
broadly defined, over
the millennia. He ranges
from the epic of
Gilgamesh and the Old
Testament to the
emergence of
Christianity, from
Descartes and Adam
Smith to the
consumerism in Fight
Club. Throughout, he
asks searching meta-
economic questions:
What is the meaning
and the point of
economics? Can we do
ethically all that we can
do technically? Does it
pay to be good? Placing
the wisdom of
philosophers and poets
over strict mathematical
models of human
behavior, Sedlacek's
groundbreaking work
promises to change the

way we calculate
economic value.
Nicomachean Ethics
Cornell University Press
John Dewey's Democracy
and Education addresses
the challenge of providing
quality public education
in a democratic society.
In this classic work
Dewey calls for the
complete renewal of
public education, arguing
for the fusion of
vocational and
contemplative studies in
education and for the
necessity of universal
education for the
advancement of self and
society. First published
in 1916, Democracy and
Education is regarded as
the seminal work on
public education by one
of the most important
scholars of the century.
A Philosophy of Evil
Penguin
Surveillance cameras.
Airport security lines.
Barred store windows. We
see manifestations of
societal fears everyday,
and daily news reports on
the latest household danger
or raised terror threat level
continually stoke our sense
of impending doom. In A
Philosophy of Fear, Lars
Svendsen now explores the
underlying ideas and issues
behind this powerful
emotion, as he investigates
how and why fear has
insinuated itself into every
aspect of modern life.
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Svendsen delves into
science, politics, sociology,
and literature to explore the
nature of fear. He examines
the biology behind the
emotion, from the
neuroscience underlying our
“fight or flight” instinct to
how fear induces us to take
irrational actions in our
attempts to minimize risk.
The book then turns to the
political and social realms,
investigating the role of fear
in the philosophies of
Machiavelli and Hobbes, the
rise of the modern “risk
society,” and how fear has
eroded social trust.
Entertainment such as the
television show “Fear
Factor,” competition in
extreme sports, and the
political use of fear in the
ongoing “War on Terror” all
come under Svendsen’s
probing gaze, as he
investigates whether we
can ever disentangle
ourselves from the
continual state of alarm that
defines our age. Svendsen
ultimately argues for the
possibility of a brighter,
less fearful future that is
marked by a triumph of
humanist optimism. An
incisive and thought-
provoking meditation, A
Philosophy of Fear pulls
back the curtain that
shrouds dangers imagined
and real, forcing us to
confront our fears and why
we hold to them.

Witcraft Melville House
From lying to friends to
lies in politics, a wide-
ranging examination of

the forms and ethics of
falsehood. From popular
philosopher Lars
Svendsen, this book is a
comprehensive
investigation of lying in
everyday life. What
exactly is a lie, Svendsen
asks, and how does lying
differ from related
phenomena, such as
“bullshit” or being
truthful? Svendsen also
investigates the ethics of
lying—why is lying almost
always morally wrong,
and why is lying to one’s
friends especially bad?
The book concludes by
looking at lying in politics,
from Plato’s theory of the
“noble lie” to the Big Lie
of Donald Trump. As
phrases like “fake news”
and “alternative facts”
permeate our feeds,
Svendsen’s conclusion is
perhaps a surprising one:
that, even though we all
occasionally lie, we are
for the most part
trustworthy. Trusting
others makes one
vulnerable, and we will all
be duped from time to
time. But all things
considered, Svendsen
contends, truthfulness
and vulnerability are
preferable to living in a
constant state of distrust.

A Philosophy of
Boredom A Philosophy
of Evil
Why ought we concern

ourselves with
understanding a concept
of evil? It is an elusive
and politically charged
concept which critics
argue has no
explanatory power and
is a relic of a
superstitious and
primitive religious past.
Yet its widespread use
persists today: we find
it invoked by politicians,
judges, journalists, and
many others to express
the view that certain
actions, persons,
institutions, or
ideologies are not just
morally problematic but
require a special
signifier to mark them
out from the ordinary
and commonplace.
Therefore, the question
of what a concept of
evil could mean and
how it fits into our
moral vocabulary
remains an important
and pressing concern.
The Routledge
Handbook of the
Philosophy of Evil
provides an outstanding
overview and
exploration of these
issues and more,
bringing together an
international team of
scholars working on the
concept of evil. Its 27
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chapters cover the
crucial discussions and
arguments, both
historical and
contemporary, that are
needed to properly
understand the
historical development
and complexity of the
concept of evil. The
Handbook is divided
into three parts:
Historical explorations
of evil Recent secular
explorations of evil Evil
and other issues. The
Routledge Handbook of
the Philosophy of Evil is
essential reading for
students and
researchers in the
fields of ethics and
philosophy of
psychology. It also
provides important
insights and background
for anyone exploring
the concept of evil in
related subjects such as
literature, politics, and
religion.
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