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A Journey Through History Asia's CauldronThe South China Sea and the
End of a Stable Pacific
A timely look at the impact of China's booming emergence on the countries
of Southeast Asia Today, Southeast Asia stands uniquely exposed to the
waxing power of the new China. Three of its nations border China and five
are directly impacted by its claims over the South China Sea. All dwell in the
lengthening shadow of its influence: economic, political, military, and
cultural. As China seeks to restore its former status as Asia's preeminent
power, the countries of Southeast Asia face an increasingly stark choice:
flourish within Beijing's orbit or languish outside of it. Meanwhile, as rival
powers including the United States take concerted action to curb Chinese
ambitions, the region has emerged as an arena of heated strategic
competition. Drawing on more than a decade of on-the-ground experience,
Sebastian Strangio explores the impacts of China's rise on Southeast Asia,
the varied ways in which the countries of the region are responding, and what
it might mean for the future balance of power in the Indo-Pacific.
Simon and Schuster
Most global citizens are well aware of the explosive
growth of the Chinese economy. Indeed, China has
famously become the "workshop of the world." Yet, while
China watchers have shed much light on the country's
internal dynamics--China's politics, its vast social
changes, and its economic development--few have
focused on how this increasingly powerful nation has
become more active and assertive throughout the world.
In China Goes Global, eminent China scholar David
Shambaugh delivers the book that many have been waiting
for--a sweeping account of China's growing prominence
on the international stage. Thirty years ago, China's role
in global affairs beyond its immediate East Asian
periphery was decidedly minor and it had little
geostrategic power. Today however, China's expanding
economic power has allowed it to extend its reach
virtually everywhere--from mineral mines in Africa, to
currency markets in the West, to oilfields in the Middle
East, to agribusiness in Latin America, to the factories of
East Asia. Shambaugh offers an enlightening look into the
manifestations of China's global presence: its extensive
commercial footprint, its growing military power, its
increasing cultural influence or "soft power," its diplomatic
activity, and its new prominence in global governance
institutions. But Shambaugh is no alarmist. In this
balanced and well-researched volume, he argues that
China's global presence is more broad than deep and that
China still lacks the influence befitting a major world

power--what he terms a "partial power." He draws on his
decades of China-watching and his deep knowledge of the
subject, and exploits a wide variety of previously untapped
sources, to shed valuable light on China's current and
future roles in world affairs.
The South China Sea Routledge
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
FINANCIAL TIMES From Robert D. Kaplan, named one of
the world’s Top 100 Global Thinkers by Foreign
Policy magazine, comes a penetrating look at the
volatile region that will dominate the future of
geopolitical conflict. Over the last decade, the
center of world power has been quietly shifting
from Europe to Asia. With oil reserves of several
billion barrels, an estimated nine hundred trillion
cubic feet of natural gas, and several centuries’
worth of competing territorial claims, the South
China Sea in particular is a simmering pot of
potential conflict. The underreported military
buildup in the area where the Western Pacific meets
the Indian Ocean means that it will likely be a
hinge point for global war and peace for the
foreseeable future. In Asia’s Cauldron, Robert D.
Kaplan offers up a vivid snapshot of the nations
surrounding the South China Sea, the conflicts
brewing in the region at the dawn of the twenty-
first century, and their implications for global
peace and stability. One of the world’s most
perceptive foreign policy experts, Kaplan
interprets America’s interests in Asia in the
context of an increasingly assertive China. He
explains how the region’s unique geography fosters
the growth of navies but also impedes aggression.
And he draws a striking parallel between China’s
quest for hegemony in the South China Sea and the
United States’ imperial adventure in the Caribbean
more than a century ago. To understand the future
of conflict in East Asia, Kaplan argues, one must
understand the goals and motivations of its leaders
and its people. Part travelogue, part geopolitical
primer, Asia’s Cauldron takes us on a journey
through the region’s boom cities and ramshackle
slums: from Vietnam, where the superfueled
capitalism of the erstwhile colonial capital,
Saigon, inspires the geostrategic pretensions of
the official seat of government in Hanoi, to
Malaysia, where a unique mix of authoritarian Islam
and Western-style consumerism creates quite
possibly the ultimate postmodern society; and from
Singapore, whose “benevolent autocracy” helped
foster an economic miracle, to the Philippines,
where a different brand of authoritarianism under
Ferdinand Marcos led not to economic growth but to
decades of corruption and crime. At a time when
every day’s news seems to contain some new
story—large or small—that directly relates to
conflicts over the South China Sea, Asia’s Cauldron
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is an indispensable guide to a corner of the globe
that will affect all of our lives for years to come.
Praise for Asia’s Cauldron “Asia’s Cauldron is a
short book with a powerful thesis, and it stands out
for its clarity and good sense. . . . If you are
doing business in China, traveling in Southeast Asia
or just obsessing about geopolitics, you will want
to read it.”—The New York Times Book Review “Kaplan
has established himself as one of our most
consequential geopolitical thinkers. . . . [Asia’s
Cauldron] is part treatise on geopolitics, part
travel narrative. Indeed, he writes in the tradition
of the great travel writers.”—The Weekly Standard
“Kaplan’s fascinating book is a welcome challenge to
the pessimists who see only trouble in China’s rise
and the hawks who view it as malign.”—The Economist
“Muscular, deeply knowledgeable . . . Kaplan is an
ultra-realist [who] takes a non-moralistic stance on
questions of power and diplomacy.”—Financial Times
The China Mirage Bloomsbury Publishing
Oceanic Histories is the first comprehensive account of world history
focused not on the land but viewed through the 70% of the Earth's surface
covered by water. Leading historians trace the history of the Indian,
Pacific, and Atlantic Oceans and seas, from the Arctic and the Baltic to the
South China Sea and the Sea of Japan/Korea's East Sea, over the longue
dure. Individual chapters trace the histories and the historiographies of the
various oceanic regions, with special attention given to the histories of
circulation and particularity, the links between human and non-human
history and the connections and comparisons between parts of the World
Ocean. Showcasing oceanic history as a field with a long past and a vibrant
future, these authoritative surveys, original arguments and guides to
research make this volume an indispensable resource for students and
scholars alike.

Balkan Ghosts Abrams
Greatly revised and expanded, with a new afterword, this update
to Martin Jacques’s global bestseller is an essential guide to
understanding a world increasingly shaped by Chinese power
Soon, China will rule the world. But in doing so, it will not
become more Western. Since the first publication of When China
Rules the World, the landscape of world power has shifted
dramatically. In the three years since the first edition was
published, When China Rules the World has proved to be a
remarkably prescient book, transforming the nature of the debate
on China. Now, in this greatly expanded and fully updated
edition, boasting nearly 300 pages of new material, and backed up
by the latest statistical data, Martin Jacques renews his assault on
conventional thinking about China’s ascendancy, showing how
its impact will be as much political and cultural as economic,
changing the world as we know it. First published in 2009 to
widespread critical acclaim - and controversy - When China Rules
the World: The End of the Western World and the Birth of a New
Global Order has sold a quarter of a million copies, been
translated into eleven languages, nominated for two major literary
awards, and is the subject of an immensely popular TED talk.
How Geography Shapes America's Role in the World Cambridge
University Press
From the assassination that triggered World War I to the ethnic
warfare in Serbia, Bosnia, and Croatia, the Balkans have been the
crucible of the twentieth century, the place where terrorism and
genocide first became tools of policy. Chosen as one of the Best Books
of the Year by The New York Times, and greeted with critical acclaim
as "the most insightful and timely work on the Balkans to date" (The
Boston Globe), Kaplan's prescient, enthralling, and often chilling
political travelogue is already a modern classic. This new edition of
Balkan Ghosts includes six opinion pieces written by Robert Kaplan
about the Balkans between 1996 and 2000 beginning just after the
implementation of the Dayton Peace Accords and ending after the

conclusion of the Kosovo war, with the removal of Slobodan Milosevic
from power.
The End of the Western World and the Birth of a New Global Order:
Second Edition Random House Trade Paperbacks
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY FINANCIAL
TIMES Over the last decade, the center of world power has been quietly
shifting from Europe to Asia. With oil reserves of several billion barrels, an
estimated nine hundred trillion cubic feet of natural gas, and several
centuries' worth of competing territorial claims, the South China Sea in
particular is a simmering pot of potential conflict. The underreported
military buildup in the area where the Western Pacific meets the Indian
Ocean means that it will likely be a hinge point for global war and peace for
the foreseeable future.
Asia's Cauldron Random House
"A history of Romania traces the author's intellectual development
throughout his extensive visits to the country, sharing his observations about
its reflection of European politics, geography and key events while exploring
the indelible role of Vladimir Putin."--NoveList.
The Partial Power Random House
When journalist Scott Tong moved to Shanghai, his assignment was to
start the first full-time China bureau for “Marketplace,” the daily
business and economics program on public radio stations across the
United States. But for Tong the move became much more—it offered
the opportunity to reconnect with members of his extended family who
had remained in China after his parents fled the communists six
decades prior. By uncovering the stories of his family’s history, Tong
discovered a new way to understand the defining moments of modern
China and its long, interrupted quest to go global. A Village with My
Name offers a unique perspective on the transitions in China through
the eyes of regular people who have witnessed such epochal events as
the toppling of the Qing monarchy, Japan’s occupation during World
War II, exile of political prisoners to forced labor camps, mass death
and famine during the Great Leap Forward, market reforms under
Deng Xiaoping, and the dawn of the One Child Policy. Tong’s story
focuses on five members of his family, who each offer a specific window
on a changing country: a rare American-educated girl born in the
closing days of the Qing Dynasty, a pioneer exchange student, an
abandoned toddler from World War II who later rides the wave of
China’s global export boom, a young professional climbing the
ladder at a multinational company, and an orphan (the author’s
daughter) adopted in the middle of a baby-selling scandal fueled by
foreign money. Through their stories, Tong shows us China anew,
visiting former prison labor camps on the Tibetan plateau and rural
outposts along the Yangtze, exploring the Shanghai of the 1930s, and
touring factories across the mainland. With curiosity and sensitivity,
Tong explores the moments that have shaped China and its people,
offering a compelling and deeply personal take on how China became
what it is today.
Power and Order in the South China Sea Routledge
This volume offers a comprehensive and empirically rich analysis of regional
maritime disputes in the South China Sea (SCS). By discussing important
aspects of the rise of China’s maritime power, such as territorial disputes,
altered perceptions of geo-politics and challenges to the US-led regional
order, the authors demonstrate that a regional power shift is taking place in
Asia-Pacific. The volume also provides in-depth discussions of the responses
to Chinese actions by SCS claimants as well as by important non-claimant
actors.
Revisiting Security Community in Southeast Asia Vintage
“A lovely, personal journey around the Adriatic, in which Robert
Kaplan revisits places and peoples he first encountered decades
ago—explaining a region that, while often overlooked, offers clues
about Europe’s past, present, and future.”—Peter Frankopan,
author of The Silk Roads In this insightful travelogue, Robert D.
Kaplan, geopolitical expert and bestselling author of Balkan Ghosts
and The Revenge of Geography, turns his perceptive eye to a region
that for centuries has been a meeting point of cultures, trade, and ideas.
He undertakes a journey around the Adriatic Sea, through Italy,
Slovenia, Croatia, Montenegro, Albania, and Greece, to reveal that far
more is happening in the region than most news stories let on. Often
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overlooked, the Adriatic is in fact at the center of the most significant
challenges of our time, including the rise of populist politics, the refugee
crisis, and battles over the control of energy resources. And it is once
again becoming a global trading hub that will determine Europe’s
relationship with the rest of the world as China and Russia compete for
dominance in its ports. Kaplan explores how the region has changed
over his three decades of observing it as a journalist. He finds that to
understand both the historical and contemporary Adriatic is to gain a
window on the future of Europe as a whole, and he unearths a stark
truth: The era of populism is an epiphenomenon—a symptom of the
age of nationalism coming to an end. Instead, the continent is returning
to alignments of the early modern era as distinctions between East and
West meet and break down within the Adriatic countries and ultimately
throughout Europe. With a brilliant cross-pollination of history,
literature, art, architecture, and current events, in Adriatic, Kaplan
demonstrates that this unique region that exists at the intersection of
civilizations holds revelatory truths for the future of global affairs.
A Contest for Supremacy: China, America, and the Struggle for
Mastery in Asia W. W. Norton & Company
“Seamlessly connects geography, history and great power intrigue
across the entire Indo-Pacific region, increasingly the fulcrum of world
history.” —James Clad, Director, Asian Security Programs at the
American Foreign Policy Council In the sphere of future global politics,
no region will be as hotly contested as the Asia-Pacific, where great
power interests collide amid the mistrust of unresolved conflicts and
disputed territory. This is where authoritarian China is trying to
rewrite international law and challenge the democratic values of the
United States and its allies. The lightning rods of conflict are remote
reefs and islands from which China has created military bases in the
1.5-million-square-mile expanse of the South China Sea, a crucial
world trading route that this rising world power now claims as its own.
No other Asian country can take on China alone. In Asian Waters,
award–winning foreign correspondent Humphrey Hawksley breaks
down the politics—and tensions—that he has followed through this
region for years. Reporting on decades of political developments, he
has witnessed China’s rise to become one of the world’s most
wealthy and militarized countries, and delivers in Asian Waters the
compelling narrative of this most volatile region. Can the United States
and China handle the changing balance of power peacefully? Do
Japan, the Philippines, South Korea, and Taiwan share enough
common purpose to create a NATO-esque multilateral alliance? Does
China think it can even become a superpower while making an enemy
of America? If so, how does it plan to achieve it? Asian Waters delves
into these topics and more as Hawksley presents the most
comprehensive and accessible analysis ever of this region.
A Family History of China's Opening to the World Routledge
"Drawing on decades of first-hand experience as a foreign correspondent and
military embed for The Atlantic, Robert D. Kaplan makes a powerful, clear-
eyed case for what timeless principles should shape America's role in the
world: a respect for the limits of Western-style democracy; a delineation
between American interests versus American values; an awareness of the
psychological toll of warfare; a projection of military power via a strong navy;
and more"--
Why Leadership Demands a Pagan Ethos Springer
This is the most up-to-date assessment of all aspects of the People's
Liberation Army. Leading specialists on the Chinese military cover
military leadership, defense doctrine and military readiness,
preparations for high-tech warfare, military expenditure, military
logistics, the scientific and technological base for defense procurement,
and China's security concerns in Northeast Asia.
Earning the Rockies Random House
"China", Napoleon once remarked, "is a sleeping lion. Let her
sleep, for when she wakes she will shake the world." In 2014,
President Xi Jinping triumphantly declared the lion had
awakened. Under his leadership, China is pursuing a dream to
restore its historical position as the dominant power in Asia. From
the Mekong River Basin to the Central Asian steppe, China is

flexing its economic muscles for strategic ends. By setting up new
regional financial institutions, Beijing is challenging the post-
World War II order established under the watchful eye of
Washington. And by funding and building roads, railways, ports
and power lines-a New Silk Road across Eurasia and through the
South China Sea and Indian Ocean-China aims to draw its
neighbours ever tighter into its embrace. Combining a geopolitical
overview with on-the-ground reportage from a dozen countries,
China's Asian Dream offers a fresh perspective on the rise of
China' and asks: what does it means for the future of Asia?
Power Politics in Asia’s Contested Waters John Wiley & Sons
On the world maps common in America, the Western
Hemisphere lies front and center, while the Indian Ocean region
all but disappears. This convention reveals the geopolitical focus
of the now-departed twentieth century, but in the twenty-first
century that focus will fundamentally change. In this pivotal
examination of the countries known as “Monsoon
Asia”—which include India, Pakistan, China, Indonesia, Burma,
Oman, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, and Tanzania—bestselling author
Robert D. Kaplan shows how crucial this dynamic area has
become to American power. It is here that the fight for
democracy, energy independence, and religious freedom will be
lost or won, and it is here that American foreign policy must
concentrate if the United States is to remain relevant in an ever-
changing world. From the Horn of Africa to the Indonesian
archipelago and beyond, Kaplan exposes the effects of population
growth, climate change, and extremist politics on this unstable
region, demonstrating why Americans can no longer afford to
ignore this important area of the world.
China's Military Faces the Future NYU Press
China's Belt and Road Initiative has become the organizing foreign
policy concept of the Xi Jinping era. The 21st-century version of the
Silk Road will take shape around a vast network of transportation,
energy, and telecommunication infrastructure linking Europe and
Africa to Asia. Drawing from the work of Chinese official and analytic
communities, China's Eurasian Century? Political and Strategic
Implications of the Belt and Road Initiative examines the concept's
origins, drivers, and various component parts, as well as China's
domestic and international objectives. Nadáege Rolland shows how
the Belt and Road Initiative reflects Beijing's desire to shape Eurasia
according to its own worldview and unique characteristics. More than
a list of revamped infrastructure projects, the initiative is a grand
strategy that serves China's vision for itself as the preponderant power
in Eurasia and a global power second to none.
China's Asian Dream Henry Holt and Company
"Despite numerous calls for a more cooperative relationship,
U.S.-China ties appear to be on an increasingly competitive
trajectory. Nowhere has this seemed more apparent than in the
South China Sea, where rising tensions have been sowing concern
throughout Southeast Asia about the durability of order in the
Asia-Pacific region ... U.S. intentions aside, the dizzying pace of
events and welter of issues pertaining to the South China Sea have
largely defied both strategic planners and policy implementers.
From China's frantic island-building spree, to the historic legal
ruling on Chinese claims and activities handed down from the
Permanent Court of Arbitration, to major-power naval
maneuvers, to fraught bilateral relations even with U.S. allies, to a
multitude of fishing, oil exploration, and maritime law
enforcement activity, the South China Sea is indeed 'Asia's
cauldron' of growing instability. Despite the procession of
momentous actions -- or perhaps because of them -- it is
imperative that U.S. decision-makers find a comprehensive and
long-term approach to managing U.S. interests in the South
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China Sea. This policy brief reflects on power and order in and
around the region. It offers a general framework to help
policymakers keep their eye on the enduring elements of power
and the significant drivers of order and disorder in the area. These
factors demand an integrated plan rather than tactical, piecemeal
responses that cannot hope to advance U.S. strategic
influence"--Publisher's web site.
The World According to China Random House
Though a US China conflict is far from inevitable, major tensions are
building in the Asia-Pacific region. These strains are the result of historical
enmity, cultural divergence, and deep ideological estrangement, not to
mention apprehensions fueled by geopolitical competition and the closely
related “security dilemma.” Despite worrying signs of intensifying rivalry,
few observers have provided concrete paradigms to lead this troubled
relationship away from disaster. This book is dramatically different in that
Lyle J. Goldstein’s focus is on laying bare both US and Chinese perceptions
of where their interests clash and proposing new paths to ease bilateral
tensions through compromise. Each chapter contains a “cooperation
spiral” —the opposite of an escalation spiral—to illustrate these policy
proposals. Goldstein makes one hundred policy proposals over the course of
this book to inaugurate a genuine debate regarding cooperative policy
solutions to the most vexing problems in US-China relations. Goldstein not
only parses findings from American scholarship but also breaks new ground
by analyzing hundreds of Chinese-language sources, including military
publications, never before evaluated by Western experts. Meeting China
Halfway, new in paperback, remains a refreshing and unique contribution to
the study of the world’s most important bilateral relationship.
In the Dragon's Shadow Createspace Independent Publishing Platform
Asia's CauldronThe South China Sea and the End of a Stable
PacificRandom House Trade Paperbacks
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