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Asylum Wendy Lamb Books
Following the publication of Ghost Town
(2005), a complex, globally conscious
genealogy of millennial Manhattan,
McGrath’s transnational status as an English
author resident in New York, his pointed
manipulation of British and American
contexts, and his clear apprehension of
imperial legacies have all come into sharper
focus. By bringing together readings
cognizant of this transnational and historical
sensitivity with those that build on existing
studies of McGrath’s engagements with the
gothic and madness, Patrick McGrath and his
Worlds sheds new light on an author whose
imagined realities reflect the anxieties,
pathologies, and power dynamics of our
contemporary world order. McGrath’s fiction
has been noted as parodic (The Grotesque,
1989), psychologically disturbing (Spider,
1990), and darkly sexual (Asylum, 1996).
Throughout, his corpus is characterized by a
preoccupation with madness and its
institutions and by a nuanced relationship to
the gothic. With its international range of
contributors, and including a new interview
with McGrath himself, this book opens up
hitherto underexplored theoretical
perspectives on the key concerns of
McGrath’s ouevre, moving conversations
around McGrath’s work decisively forward.
Offering the first sustained exploration of his
fiction’s transnational and world-historical
dimensions, Patrick McGrath and his Worlds
seeks to situate, reflect upon, and interrogate
McGrath’s role as a key voice in Anglophone
letters in our millennial global moment.
Don't Look Now A&C Black
Hailed by the San Francisco
Chronicle as "an uncommon
storyteller [with a]
trademark ability to probe
the layers of the human
psyche," Patrick McGrath has
written his most addictive
and enthralling novel yet.

Charlie Weir's family is
comprehensively dysfunctional
— abandoned by his father,
his mother ravaged by that
betrayal, and his brother,
Walt, a successful artist,
less Charlie's ally than his
rival. So it's hardly
surprising that he should
find a vocation in psychiatry
in New York City, counseling
traumatized war veterans
returning home from Vietnam.
Agnes Magill, the sister of
one damaged soldier, soon
becomes Charlie's wife. But
the suicide of her brother,
Danny, ends the marriage,
leaving Charlie to endure a
corrosive loneliness even as
Manhattan grows steadily more
dirty and dangerous around
him. Then, in the haunting
aftermath of Charlie's
mother's death, Agnes returns
to offer him the solace that
he has never been able to
provide for her. Almost
simultaneously, he is
presented with a quite
different anodyne — a
volatile woman whose
irresistible beauty, tinged
though it is with an air of
grievous suffering,
jeopardizes everything he has
hoped might restore his
dwindling faith in his
calling, his future and
himself. As Charlie's hold on
sanity weakens, and events
conspire to send him reeling
headlong toward the abyss,
the themes of family, passion
and madness - by now
synonymous with Patrick
McGrath's writing — rightly
assume "the inevitability of
myth," as Tobias Wolff has

written of his work, in
"fiction of a depth and power
we hardly hope to encounter
anymore." A genuine
psychological thriller,
Trauma is an experience at
once unnerving, unsettling
and utterly riveting.

Constance Simon and Schuster
Large collection of stories, essays,
and reviews by Gothic novelist
Patrick McGrath. Illustrated.
Asylum Anchor Canada
A darkly hilarious, wildly erotic satire of
Hollywood from “the only author capable
of handling mayhem on a gigantic scale”
(Esquire). King B., the world’s most
admired filmmaker—winner of a string of
Oscars and awards from Cannes to
Venice—takes on a new project: the most
expensive, star-studded, high-quality, X-
rated film ever made. He joins forces with
producer Sid Krassman, who’s made a
fortune with B movies, and Angela Sterling, a
misunderstood sex symbol who longs to do
“serious” work. After convincing the
principality of Liechtenstein to host the
production in exchange for a distribution
exclusive to boost tourism, King B. and
Krassman arrive with cast and crew to make
The Faces of Love. While keeping the nature
of the film secret from American bankers,
King B. lines up a host of European and
American big-name stars. But word leaks out
to the local religious groups and possibly
even the Vatican. Between the Cardinal’s
attempts to sabotage production and the big
egos and even bigger libidos behind the
scenes, the enterprise plummets into hilarious
anarchy. Blue Movie is comic eroticism at its
best—populated by over-the-top characters,
memorable dialogue, and perverse vignettes,
and colored by razor-sharp insights into the
film industry. This ebook features an
illustrated biography of Terry Southern
including rare photos and never-before-seen
documents from the author’s estate.
Spider Vintage
A story of self-obsession narrated by the point
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of view of a psychiatrist, published as a Penguin
Essential for the first time. As a psychiatrist in
a top-security mental hospital in the 1950s,
Peter Cleave has made a study of what he calls
'the catastrophic love affair characterized by
sexual obsession.' His experience is extensive,
and he is never surprised. Until, that is, he
comes reluctantly to accept that the wife of one
of his colleagues has embarked on such an
affair...
Blood and Water and Other Tales Vintage
A NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW BEST
BOOK OF THE YEAR • WINNER OF THE
PEN/FAULKNER AWARD • "Netherland tells
the fragmented story of a man in exile—from home,
family and, most poignantly, from himself.”
—Washington Post Book World In a New York
City made phantasmagorical by the events of 9/11,
and left alone after his English wife and son return
to London, Hans van den Broek stumbles upon the
vibrant New York subculture of cricket, where he
revisits his lost childhood and, thanks to a
friendship with a charismatic and charming
Trinidadian named Chuck Ramkissoon, begins to
reconnect with his life and his adopted country. As
the two men share their vastly different
experiences of contemporary immigrant life in
America, an unforgettable portrait emerges of an
"other" New York populated by immigrants and
strivers of every race and nationality.
Dialogue Random House
During their privileged, eccentric English
childhood, Jack Rathbone enjoyed the
unstinting adoration of his sister, Gin. So when
both are art students in London, it is wrenching
for her to watch him fall under the spell of
Vera Savage, a flamboyant and reckless
painter from Glasgow. Jack and Vera run off to
New York City within weeks of meeting, and
from a bruised, bereft distance Gin follows
their progress south through Miami and pre-
revolutionary Havana to Port Mungo, a seedy
town in the mangrove swamps of Honduras.
There, in an old banana warehouse, Jack
obsessively devotes himself to his canvases
while Vera succumbs to a chronic restlessness
that not even the birth of two daughters can
subdue. Passion, narcissism, and the relentless
demands of creativity hold these riveting
characters in thrall, and McGrath skilfully
evokes a feverish world of tropical impulses
and artistic ambition that leads ultimately to
dark secrets and to death.
Tales of Manhattan Then and Now Vintage
Patrick McGrath has created his most
psychologically penetrating vision to date: a
nightmare world rocked to its foundations by a
passion of such force and intensity that it shatters
the lives--and minds--of all who are touched by it.
Stella Raphael, a woman of great beauty and
formidable intelligence, is married to Max, a staid
and unimaginative forensic psychiatrist. Max has
taken a job in a huge top-security mental hospital
in rural England, and Stella, far from London
society, finds herself restless and bored. Into her
lonely existence comes Edgar Stark, a brilliant
sculptor confined to the hospital after killing his
wife in a psychotic rage. He comes to Stella's
garden to rebuild an old Victorian conservatory

there, and Stella cannot ignore her overwhelming
physical attraction to this desperate man. Their
explosive affair pits them against Stella's husband,
her child, and the entire institution. When the crisis
comes to a head, Stella makes a decision--one that
will destroy several lives and precipitate an
appalling tragedy that could only be fueled by illicit
sexual love. Asylum is a terrifying exploration of
the extremes to which erotic obsession can drive
us. Patrick McGrath brings his own dazzling blend
of cool artistry and visceral engagement to this
mesmerizing story of a fatal love and its
unspeakably tragic aftermath. And in Stella
Raphael, a woman who tears down the walls of her
constricted existence to pursue a dangerous
passion, he has created a character who will long be
remembered for her willingness to take the ultimate
risk, even if she must pay the ultimate price.
The Palgrave Handbook of Contemporary Gothic
Anchor Canada
“A stormy tale of obsession…this is a haunting
portrayal of a man broken by passion” (Library
Journal). Dr. Edward Haggard is a lonely, pain-
racked romantic, standing at the window of his
house on the edge of a cliff, watching as the clouds
of war draw near, and reflecting on the nature of
love, death, medicine, war—but most of all on the
wife of the senior pathologist, and the few brief
months of bliss they shared. Shortly after the
outbreak of World War II, a fighter pilot appears in
Dr. Haggard’s surgery, reawakening memories of
the single grand passion of Haggard’s life. For this
young man is the son of the woman Haggard
loved, and as the doctor becomes more and more
intrigued by the bizarre changes occurring in his
new patient’s body, his old passion gives way to a
fresh one, a passion altogether odder, and darker,
than the first. In true gothic fashion, Patrick
McGrath brings to his narration of a doomed love
affair and bizarre aftermath an acute erotic
intensity, portraying a man whose disease is
passion—disease that can exalt a man, but can also
destroy him.

Dr. Haggard's Disease Simon & Schuster
In the Balkan Peninsula, history’s long-
disputed bridge between Asia and Europe,
the receding Byzantine empire has left
behind a patchwork of warring peoples who
fight over everything, from their pastures of
sheep to the authorship of their countless
legends. One such gruesome tale declares
that a castle under construction cannot be
finished until a young mason’s bride has
been walled up alive, one breast left
exposed to suckle her growing infant even
after her death. Myth becomes perverse
reality when a mason is plastered into a
bridge over a strategically important river,
where his will not be the last human
sacrifice.
Damnation Island Bloomsbury Publishing
The second novel from the New York Times
bestselling author of If You Were Here takes us
back to the hair metal 80's. Twenty years after
ruling the halls of her suburban Chicago high
school, Lissy Ryder doesn’t understand why her
glory days ended. Back then, she was
worshipped...beloved...feared. Present day, not so
much. She’s been pink-slipped from her high-

paying job, dumped by her husband and kicked out
of her condo. Now, at thirty-seven, she’s struggling
to start a business out of her parents’ garage and
sleeping under the hair-band posters in her old
bedroom. Lissy finally realizes karma is the only
bitch bigger than she was. Her present is miserable
because of her past. But it’s not like she can go
back in time and change who she was...or can she?
The Terrifying History of Our Most Primal
Fear Hutchinson
A compelling and evocatively illustrated
exploration of the evolution of the asylum, and
its role in society over the course of four
centuries This Way Madness Lies is a thought-
provoking exploration of the history of
madness and its treatment as seen through the
lens of its proverbial home: Bethlem Royal
Hospital, London, popularly known as
Bedlam. The book charts the evolution of the
asylum through four incarnations: the
eighteenth-century madhouse, the nineteenth
century asylum, the twentieth-century mental
hospital, and the post-asylum modern day,
when mental health has become the concern of
the wider community. The book reveals the
role that the history of madness and its
treatment has played in creating the landscape
of the asylum, in all its iterations. Moving and
sometimes provocative illustrations sourced
from the Wellcome Collection's extensive
archives and the Bethlem Royal Hospital's
archive highlight the trajectory of each
successive era of institution: founded in the
optimistic spirit of humanitarian reform but
eventually dismantled amid accusations of
cruelty and neglect. Each chapter concludes
with a selection of revealing and captivating
artwork created by some of the inmates of the
institutions of that era. This Way Madness Lies
highlights fundamental questions that remain
relevant and unresolved: What lies at the root
of mental illness? Should sufferers be
segregated from society or integrated more
fully? And in today’s post-asylum society,
what does the future hold for a world beyond
Bedlam?
Martin Dressler Routledge
A shocking story of medical brutality
perfomed in the name of psychiatric
medicine.
The Renegades Who Hijacked the World's Oil
Market Harper Collins
The Asylum is a stunning exposé by a seasoned
Wall Street journalist that once and for all reveals
the truth behind America’s oil addiction in all its
unscripted and dysfunctional glory. In the tradition
of Too Big to Fail and Liar’s Poker, author Leah
McGrath Goodman tells the amazing-but-true
story of a band of struggling, hardscrabble traders
who, after enduring decades of scorn from New
York’s stuffy financial establishment, overcame
more than a century of failure, infighting, and
brinksmanship to build the world’s reigning oil
empire—entirely by accident.
Madhouse Centipede Press
“Simply put, there is absolutely nothing on the
market with the range of ambition of this strikingly
eclectic collection of essays. Not only is it
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impossible to imagine a more comprehensive view
of the subject, most readers – even specialists in the
subject – will find that there are elements of the
Gothic genre here of which they were previously
unaware.” - Barry Forshaw, Author of British
Gothic Cinema and Sex and Film The Palgrave
Handbook of Contemporary Gothic is the most
comprehensive compendium of analytic essays on
the modern Gothic now available, covering the vast
and highly significant period from 1918 to 2019.
The Gothic sensibility, over 200 years old,
embraces its dark past whilst anticipating the
future. From demons and monsters to post-
apocalyptic fears and ecological fantasies, Gothic is
thriving as never before in the arts and in popular
culture. This volume is made up of 62
comprehensive chapters with notes and extended
bibliographies contributed by scholars from around
the world. The chapters are written not only for
those engaged in academic research but also to be
accessible to students and dedicated followers of
the genre. Each chapter is packed with analysis of
the Gothic in both theory and practice, as the genre
has mutated and spread over the last hundred years.
Starting in 1918 with the impact of film on the
genre's development, and moving through its many
and varied international incarnations, each chapter
chronicles the history of the gothic milieu from the
movies to gaming platforms and internet memes,
television and theatre. The volume also looks at
how Gothic intersects with fashion, music and
popular culture: a multi-layered, multi-ethnic, even
a trans-gendered experience as we move into the
twenty first century.
Martha Peake Penguin UK
The classic novel of the London Blitz,
DARKNESS FALLS FROM THE AIR
captures the chaos, absurdity and ultimately
the tragedy of life during the bombardment.
Bill Sarratt is a civil servant working on the
war effort. Thwarted at every turn by
bureaucracy and the vested interests of big
business, the seemingly unflappable Bill is
also on the verge of losing his wife Marcia to a
literary poseur named Stephen. As the bombs
continue to fall, Bill must decide whether he
his willing to compromise his principles and
prevent his life from crumbling before his very
eyes.
Asylum Springer Nature
Master storyteller Patrick McGrath--author of
the critically acclaimed novel Asylum and a
finalist for England's prestigious Whitbread
Prize for fiction--once again spins a hypnotic
tale of psychological suspense and haunting
beauty. Set among the teeming streets and
desolate wharves of Hogarth's London, then
shifting to the powder-keg colony of
Massachusetts Bay, Martha Peake envelops the
reader in a world on the brink of revolution,
and introduces us to a flame-haired heroine
who will live in the imagination long after the
last page is turned. Settled with our narrator
beside a crackling fire, we hear of the poet and
smuggler Harry Peake--how Harry lost his
wife, Grace, in a tragic fire that left him
horribly disfigured; how he made a living
displaying his deformed spine in the alehouses
of eighteenth-century London; and how his

only solace was his devoted daughter, Martha,
who inherited all of his fire but none of his
passion for cheap gin. As the drink eats away at
Harry's soul, it opens ancient wounds; when he
commits one final act of unspeakable brutality,
Martha, fearing for her life, must flee for the
American colonies. Once safely on America's
shores, Martha immerses herself in the passions
of smoldering rebellion. But even in this land
of new beginnings, she is unable to escape the
past. Caught up in a web of betrayals, she
redeems herself with one final, unforgettable
act of courage. Superbly plotted and wholly
absorbing, Martha Peake is an edge-of-your-
seat shocker that is crafted with the
psychological precision Patrick McGrath's fans
have come to expect. A writer whose novels
The New York Times Book Review has called
both "mesmerizing" and "brilliant," McGrath
applies his remarkable imaginative powers to a
fresh and broad historical canvas. Martha
Peake is the poignant, often disturbing tale of a
child fighting free of a father's twisted love,
and of the colonists' struggle to free themselves
from a smothering homeland. It is Patrick
McGrath's finest novel yet.
and Other Stories Little, Brown
This exuberantly spooky novel, in which
horror, repressed eroticism, and sulfurous
social comedy intertwine like the vines in
an overgrown English garden, is now a
major motion picture, starring Alan Bates,
Sting, and Theresa Russell.
A Novel Algonquin Books
“A riveting character-driven dive into 19th-
century New York and the extraordinary
history of Blackwell’s Island.” —Laurie
Gwen Shapiro, author of The Stowaway: A
Young Man’s Extraordinary Adventure to
Antarctica On a two-mile stretch of land in
New York’s East River, a 19th-century
horror story was unfolding . . . Today we
call it Roosevelt Island. Then, it was
Blackwell’s, site of a lunatic asylum, two
prisons, an almshouse, and a number of
hospitals. Conceived as the most modern,
humane incarceration facility the world
ever seen, Blackwell’s Island quickly
became, in the words of a visiting Charles
Dickens, “a lounging, listless madhouse.”
In the first contemporary investigative
account of Blackwell’s, Stacy Horn tells
this chilling narrative through the gripping
voices of the island’s inhabitants, as well
as the period’s officials, reformers, and
journalists, including the celebrated Nellie
Bly. Digging through city records,
newspaper articles, and archival reports,
Horn brings this forgotten history alive:
there was terrible overcrowding; prisoners
were enlisted to care for the insane;
punishment was harsh and unfair; and
treatment was nonexistent. Throughout the
book, we return to the extraordinary

Reverend William Glenney French as he
ministers to Blackwell’s residents, battles
the bureaucratic mazes of the Department of
Correction and a corrupt City Hall, testifies
at salacious trials, and in his diary wonders
about man’s inhumanity to man. In
Damnation Island, Stacy Horn shows us
how far we’ve come in caring for the least
fortunate among us—and reminds us how
much work still remains.
Poor, Sick, Mad, and Criminal in 19th-
Century New York Simon and Schuster
Classic horror stories by one of masters of
the form. Full of bone-chilling tales, this
collection includes "The Birds," the basis
for the Alfred Hitchcock film of the same
title, and other creepy classics. Daphne du
Maurier wrote some of the most compelling
and creepy novels of the twentieth century.
In books like Rebecca, My Cousin Rachel,
and Jamaica Inn she transformed the small
dramas of everyday life—love, grief,
jealousy—into the stuff of nightmares. Less
known, though no less powerful, are her
short stories, in which she gave free rein to
her imagination in narratives of unflagging
suspense. Patrick McGrath’s revelatory
new selection of du Maurier’s stories
shows her at her most chilling and most
psychologically astute: a dead child
reappears in the alleyways of Venice;
routine eye surgery reveals the beast within
to a meek housewife; nature revolts against
man’s abuse by turning a benign species
into an annihilating force; a dalliance with
a beautiful stranger offers something more
dangerous than a broken heart. McGrath
draws on the whole of du Maurier’s long
career and includes surprising discoveries
together with famous stories like “The
Birds.” Don’t Look Now is a perfect
introduction to a peerless storyteller.
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