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Barbarians at the Wall Macmillan
Chronicles the life of Attila the Hun, focusing on his conflicts with the
Roman Empire, his influence over the history of Europe, his image in the
modern world, his reputation for savagery, and other related topics.
Gobi Dell
In 1450, all Europe's books were handcopied and
amounted to only a few thousand. By 1500 they were
printed, and numbered in their millions. The
invention of one man - Johann Gutenberg - had
caused a revolution. Printing by movable type was
a discovery waiting to happen. Born in 1400 in
Mainz, Germany, Gutenberg struggled against a
background of plague and religious upheaval to
bring his remarkable invention to light. His story
is full of paradox: his ambition was to reunite
all Christendom, but his invention shattered it;
he aimed to make a fortune, but was cruelly denied
the fruits of his life's work. Yet history
remembers him as a visionary; his discovery marks
the beginning of the modern world.

The Leadership Secrets of Genghis Khan Random House
John Man travels the entire length of the Great Wall and
across two millennia to find the truth behind the legends.
Along the way, he delves into the remarkable and
complex history of China--from the country's tribal past,
through the war with the Mongols, right up to the
modern day when the Great Wall is once more a
commanding emblem of China, the resurgent
superpower.

Famous Men of the Middle Ages Random House
In this authoritative biography, historian John Man brings Saladin
and his world to life with vivid detail in "a rollicking good story"
(Justin Marozzi). Saladin remains one of the most iconic figures of his
age. As the man who united the Arabs and saved Islam from
Christian crusaders in the twelfth century, he is the Islamic world's
preeminent hero. A ruthless defender of his faith and brilliant leader,
he also possessed qualities that won admiration from his Christian
foes. But Saladin is far more than a historical hero. Builder, literary
patron, and theologian, he is a man for all times, and a symbol of
hope for an Arab world once again divided. Centuries after his death,
in cities from Damascus to Cairo and beyond, to the Arabian
Peninsula and the Gulf, Saladin continues to be an immensely potent
symbol of religious and military resistance to the West. He is central
to Arab memories, sensibilities, and the ideal of a unified Islamic
state. John Man charts Saladin's rise to power, his struggle to unify
the warring factions of his faith, and his battles to retake Jerusalem
and expel Christian influence from Arab lands. Saladin explores the
life and enduring legacy of this champion of Islam while examining
his significance for the world today.
Victory Secrets of Attila the Hun Random House
The Huns have often been treated as primitive barbarians
with no advanced political organisation. Their place of
origin was the so-called 'backward steppe'. It has been
argued that whatever political organisation they achieved
they owed to the 'civilizing influence' of the Germanic
peoples they encountered as they moved west. This book
argues that the steppes of Inner Asia were far from
'backward' and that the image of the primitive Huns is
vastly misleading. They already possessed a highly
sophisticated political culture while still in Inner Asia and,
far from being passive recipients of advanced culture from
the West, they passed on important elements of Central
Eurasian culture to early medieval Europe, which they
helped create. Their expansion also marked the beginning

of a millennium of virtual monopoly of world power by
empires originating in the steppes of Inner Asia. The rise
of the Hunnic Empire was truly a geopolitical revolution.
The End of Empire: Attila the Hun & the Fall of Rome Yale
University Press
Attila the Hun - godless barbarian and near-mythical warrior
king - has become a byword for mindless ferocity. His brutal
attacks smashed through the frontiers of the Roman empire in
a savage wave of death and destruction. His reign of terror
shattered an imperial world that had been securely unified by
the conquests of Julius Caesar five centuries before. This book
goes in search of the real Attila the Hun. For the first time it
reveals the history of an astute politician and first-rate military
commander who brilliantly exploited the strengths and
weaknesses of the Roman empire. We ride with Attila and the
Huns from the windswept steppes of Kazakhstan to the
opulent city of Constantinople, from the Great Hungarian Plain
to the fertile fields of Champagne in France. Challenging our
own ideas about barbarians and Romans, imperialism and
civilisation, terrorists and superpowers, this is the absorbing
story of an extraordinary and complex individual who helped to
bring down an empire and forced the map of Europe to be
redrawn forever.
Alpha Beta Hogarth
The Ninjas today are the stuff of myth and legend in comics,
film and electronic games. But once they were real, the
medieval equivalent of the SAS: spies, saboteurs, assassins.
In their secrecy, under-cover skills and determination to
survive, they were the opposite of the overt, self destructive
samurai. Could they fly? Make themselves invisible? Of course
not.It was just that their skills gave them a magical aura. As a
result, martial artists and story-tellers have turned them into
fantasy creatures, from James Bond to Mutant Turtles. In Ninja
John Man goes in search of the truth. In a journey to the
heartland of the ninjas, he takes us from their origins over
1,000 years ago, through their heyday in the civil wars that
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ended with Japan’s unification in 1600. But that was not the
end of the ninja ethos. That re-emerged in World War Two as a
little-known counterpart to Japanese militarism. Ninja ways live
on in the real ‘last of the ninjas’, Hiroo Onoda, who held out in
the Philippine jungle for 30 years.
Genghis Khan Da Capo Press
The name 'Samurai' is synonymous with the ultimate warrior. With
their elaborate armour, fierce swordsmanship and code of honour,
the samurai have become iconic figures whose influence can still be
felt today . From Kurosawa's epic Seven Samurai to the figure of
Darth Vader in Star Wars, to Manga comics and video games, the
figure of the fighting samurai still inspires us today. In John Man's
new book we discover the truth behind the legend. From his birth in
the shadow of the great volcano Sakurajima, to his glorious death
by ritual suicide and disembowelment, Saigo Takamori was the
ultimate Samurai leader. His fall brought about the end of hundreds
of years of Samurai tradition and in many ways marks the birth of
modern Japan. Saigo was a man trapped by paradox: a faithful
servant to the emperor, and yet a leader of rebel troops; a mighty
Samurai warrior, and also a master of Chinese poetry. His life, and
ultimately his death, offer a window into the hundreds of years of
culture and tradition that defined the samurai.
Ninja Random House
This sequel to Leadership Secrets of Attila the Hun goes
beyond the first book's focus on individual leadership and
applies Attila's wisdom and lessons to the challenges of
leadership in organizations. As essential for business
managers and leaders as its now classic predecessor.
Saladin Simon and Schuster
Attila, king of the Huns, thundered out of the Steppes of
Central Asia early in the fifth century CE. He rode at the
head of his horrific band of horsemen, spreading fear and
wreaking havoc throughout the European countryside.
History recalls him as a terror of monumental proportions.
Known as the “scourge of God” by early Christians, he
ruled for two short decades and was gone. Attila took on
the mighty Roman Empire and contributed mightily to its
fall. He led his barbarian hordes to the gates of
Constantinople, across present-day Germany and France
to Orléans, and deep into today's Italy. He left behind a
sinister legacy, borne out by the blood and bones of tens
of thousands of his victims.
Attila the Hun: A 15-Minute Biography Random House
**A SOURCE FOR MARCO POLO, A NETFLIX
ORIGINAL SERIES** Marco Polo's journey from Venice,

through Europe and most of Asia, to the court of Kublai
Khan in China is one of the most audacious in history. His
account of his experiences, known simply as The Travels,
uncovered an entirely new world of emperors and
concubines, great buildings - 'stately pleasure domes' in
Coleridge's dreaming - huge armies and imperial riches.
His book shaped the West's understanding of China for
hundreds of years. John Man travelled in Marco's
footsteps to Xanadu, in search of the truth behind Marco's
stories; to separate legend from fact. Drawing on his own
journey, archaeology and archival study, John Man paints
a vivid picture of the man behind the myth and the true
story of the great court of Kublai Khan.
The Death of Attila Macmillan
Conjuring up images of savagery and ferocity, Attila the Hun has
become a byword for barbarianism. This history reframes the
warrior king as a political strategist who dealt a seemingly invincible
empire defeats from which it would never recover.
The Huns, Rome and the Birth of Europe Random House
From the bestselling author of A Ladder to the Sky—“a darkly funny
novel that races like a beating heart” (People)—comes a new novel
that plays out across all of human history: a story as precise as it is
unlimited. This story starts with a family. For now, it is a father and a
mother with two sons, one with his father’s violence in his blood,
one with his mother’s artistry. One leaves. One stays. They will be
joined by others whose deeds will determine their fate. It is a
beginning. Their stories will intertwine and evolve over the course of
two thousand years. They will meet again and again at different
times and in different places. From Palestine at the dawn of the first
millennium and journeying across fifty countries to a life among the
stars in the third, the world will change around them, but their
destinies remain the same. It must play out as foretold. From the
award-winning author of The Heart’s Invisible Furies comes A
Traveler at the Gates of Wisdom, an epic tale of humanity. The story
of all of us, stretching across two millennia. Imaginative, unique,
heartbreaking, this is John Boyne at his most creative and
compelling.
The Mongol Empire Pen and Sword
In Xanadu did Kubla Khan A stately pleasure dome decree
Kublai Khan lives on in the popular imagination thanks to these
two lines of poetry by Coleridge. But the true story behind this
legend is even more fantastic than the poem would have us
believe. He inherited the second largest land empire in history
from his grandfather, Genghis Khan. He promptly set about
extending this into the biggest empire the world has ever seen,
extending his rule from China to Iraq, from Siberia to

Afghanistan. His personal domain covered sixty-percent of all
Asia, and one-fifth of the world's land area. The West first
learnt of this great Khan through the reports of Marco Polo.
Kublai had not been born to rule, but had clawed his way to
leadership, achieving power only in his 40s. He had inherited
Genghis Khan's great dream of world domination. But unlike
his grandfather he saw China and not Mongolia as the key to
controlling power and turned Genghis' unwieldy empire into a
federation. Using China's great wealth, coupled with his shrewd
and subtle government, he created an empire that was the
greatest since the fall of Rome, and shaped the modern world
as we know it today. He gave China its modern-day borders
and his legacy is that country's resurgence, and the
superpower China of tomorrow.
Catiline's War, The Jugurthine War, Histories Cambridge
University Press
Genghis Khan is one of history's immortals: a leader of genius,
driven by an inspiring vision for peaceful world rule. Believing he
was divinely protected, Genghis united warring clans to create a
nation and then an empire that ran across much of Asia. Under his
grandson, Kublai Khan, the vision evolved into a more complex
religious ideology, justifying further expansion. Kublai doubled the
empire's size until, in the late 13th century, he and the rest of
Genghis’s ‘Golden Family’ controlled one fifth of the inhabited
world. Along the way, he conquered all China, gave the nation the
borders it has today, and then, finally, discovered the limits to
growth. Genghis's dream of world rule turned out to be a fantasy.
And yet, in terms of the sheer scale of the conquests, never has a
vision and the character of one man had such an effect on the
world. Charting the evolution of this vision, John Man provides a
unique account of the Mongol Empire, from young Genghis to old
Kublai, from a rejected teenager to the world’s most powerful
emperor.
Barbarians at the Wall John Kallmann Publishers
The Terracotta Army is one of the greatest, and most famous,
archaeological discoveries of all time. 6,000 life-size figures of
warriors and horses were interred in the Mausoleum of the First
Emperor of China - each is individually carved, and they are thought
to represent real members of the emperor's army. This is the
remarkable story of their creation, the man who ordered them made,
their rediscovery and their continuing legacy as a pre-eminent
symbol of Chinese greatness. The First Emperor, Qin Shi Huang,
was king of the Chinese state of Qin and the first man to unite China
into a single empire. He built the first Great Wall and brought a
single written script to the whole country. He was an inspired and
ruthless ruler, but one also beset by paranoia and a desire for
immortality. He is still considered the founding father of the modern
state of China. On his death in 210 BC he was buried in a giant
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mausoleum near modern-day Xi'an. Legends of the treasures
contained therein still tantalize the imagination today. In 1974 local
farmers digging a well for water broke through into the burial mound
and found the first of the Terracotta warriors. Further excavations
have revealed the full splendour of the buried army. But the majority
of the mausoleum is yet to be opened, including the burial chamber
itself - myth tells us that amongst the treasures yet to be uncovered
is a vast map of the First Emperor's kingdom with rivers marked with
channels of flowing mercury. The story of the First Emperor and the
Terracotta Army is a fascinating one, not least for the discoveries yet
to be made.
Attila, King of the Huns Thames & Hudson
In this authoritative biography, historian John Man brings Saladin
and his world to life with vivid detail in "a rollicking good story"
(Justin Marozzi).
The Gutenberg Revolution Open Road Media
A biography of the notorious tribal leader whose empire
challenged the Romans. Most know the name Attila the
Hun—but few are familiar with the full history behind this
historical figure. Rising to the Hunnic kingship around 434, he
dominated European history for the next two decades. Attila
bullied and manipulated both halves of the Roman Empire,
forcing successive emperors to make tribute payments or face
invasion. Here, Ian Hughes recounts Attila’s rise to power,
attempting to untangle his character and motivations so far as
the imperfect sources allow. A major theme is how the two
halves of the empire finally united against Attila, prompting his
fateful decision to invade Gaul and his subsequent defeat at
the Battle of the Catalaunian Plain in 451. Integral to the
narrative is analysis of the history of the rise of the Hunnic
Empire; the reasons for the Huns’ military success; relations
between the Huns and the two halves of the Roman Empire;
Attila’s rise to sole power; and Attila’s doomed attempt to
bring both halves of the Roman Empire under his dominion.
Attila the Hun Citadel Press
In The Death of Attila, the great Hun leader dominates the
late Roman world; in his shadow, a Hun warrior and a
German princeling form a fragile comradeship. When
Attila dies, the world around them crumbles, and the two
men face terrible choices.
Samurai Bloomsbury Publishing
One of the most powerful men in late antiquity, Attila's peerless
Hunnic empire stretched from the Ural mountains to the Rhine
river. In a series of epic campaigns dating from the AD 430s
until his death in AD 453, he ravaged first the Eastern and later
the Western Roman Empire, invading Italy in AD 452 and

threatening Rome itself. Lavishly illustrated, this new analysis of
his military achievements examines how Attila was able to
sweep across Europe, the tactics and innovations he employed
and the major battles he faced, including one of his few major
setbacks, the defeat at the battle of the Catalaunian Fields in
AD 451.
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