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A History of Chinese Civilization Vintage
From about 1600 to 1800, the Qing empire of China expanded to unprecedented size. Through
astute diplomacy, economic investment, and a series of ambitious military campaigns into the
heart of Central Eurasia, the Manchu rulers defeated the Zunghar Mongols, and brought all of
modern Xinjiang and Mongolia under their control, while gaining dominant influence in Tibet.
The China we know is a product of these vast conquests. Peter C. Perdue chronicles this little-
known story of China's expansion into the northwestern frontier. Unlike previous Chinese
dynasties, the Qing achieved lasting domination over the eastern half of the Eurasian continent.
Rulers used forcible repression when faced with resistance, but also aimed to win over subject
peoples by peaceful means. They invested heavily in the economic and administrative
development of the frontier, promoted trade networks, and adapted ceremonies to the distinct
regional cultures. Perdue thus illuminates how China came to rule Central Eurasia and how it
justifies that control, what holds the Chinese nation together, and how its relations with the
Islamic world and Mongolia developed. He offers valuable comparisons to other colonial empires
and discusses the legacy left by China's frontier expansion. The Beijing government today faces
unrest on its frontiers from peoples who reject its autocratic rule. At the same time, China has
launched an ambitious development program in its interior that in many ways echoes the old
Qing policies. China Marches West is a tour de force that will fundamentally alter the way we
understand Central Eurasia.
How the Chinese Ended the Era of Western Domination Cambridge University Press
The Board of Rites and the Making of Qing China presents a major new approach in research on the
formation of the Qing empire (1636–1912) in early modern China. Focusing on the symbolic practices that
structured domination and legitimized authority, the book challenges traditional understandings of state-
formation, and argues that in addition to war making and institution building, the disciplining of diverse
political actors, and the construction of political order through symbolic acts were essential undertakings in
the making of the Qing state. Beginning in 1631 with the establishment of the key disciplinary organization,
the Board of Rites, and culminating with the publication of the first administrative code in 1690, Keliher
shows that the Qing political environment was premised on sets of intertwined relationships constantly
performed through acts such as the New Year’s Day ceremony, greeting rites, and sumptuary regulations,
or what was referred to as li in Chinese. Drawing on Chinese- and Manchu-language archival sources, this
book is the first to demonstrate how Qing state-makers drew on existing practices and made up new ones to
reimagine political culture and construct a system of domination that lay the basis for empire.
British Naturalists in Qing China Harvard University Press
Traces the revolution led by a failed civil servant, citing the roles played by the
United States and Britain as well as the contributions of such figures as military
strategist Zeng Guofan and Taiping leader Hong Rengan.
An ambitious young man's struggle to achieve his ideal life in the
Chinese city of Shenzhen Stanford University Press
Through the case of a single well-placed official, Chen Hongmou
(1696-1771), this book studies the consciousness and the governing
project of the 18th-century Chinese official-elite.

The Qing Dynasty Harvard University Press
With an economy and population that dwarf most industrialized nations, China is
emerging as a twenty-first-century global superpower. Even though China is an
international leader in modern business and technology, its ancient history exerts a
powerful force on its foreign policy. In The Mind of Empire: China’s History and
Modern Foreign Relations, Christopher A. Ford expertly traces China’s self-image

and its role in the world order from the age of Confucius to today. Ford argues that
despite its exposure to and experience of the modern world, China is still strongly
influenced by a hierarchical view of political order and is only comfortable with foreign
relationships that reinforce its self-perception of political and moral supremacy.
Recounting how this attitude has clashed with the Western notion of separate and
coequal state sovereignty, Ford speculates—and offers a warning—about how China’s
legacy will continue to shape its foreign relations. Ford examines major themes in
China’s conception of domestic and global political order, sketches key historical
precedents, compares Chinese ideas to the tradition of Western international law,
and outlines the remarkable continuity of China’s Sinocentrism. Artfully weaving
historical, philosophical, religious, and cultural analysis into a cohesive study of the
Chinese worldview and explaining its relevance, Ford offers a unique perspective of
modern China.
The Tang Dynasty Harvard University Press
As the world continues to evolve in unpredictable directions, but the Portuguese
economy remains predictably in permanent decline, as it has been for centuries
since the fall from world first place, there is a search for explanations, solutions and
answers that seem apparently nonexistent. An analysis of the past reveals numerous
causes for the fall of a nation, but this study shows equally or more relevant as the
observation of new emerging nations. Against this backdrop, China now presents
itself as an example of good economy and society to the Portuguese, even though
also in this attitude they are behind many others, which have already passed this
stage and start looking for a new possibility in the future post China. The Portuguese
investments in the east have been increasing in the same way as before the trade
settled in the Lusophone countries like Brazil, Angola and Mozambique. But is this
Chinese reality so promising? Many studies conducted in China have overlooked
extremely important details that dictate the real scenario of this country. It is based
on this hidden truth that this book seeks to portray what really is going on in this new
world number one. Although comparing two distinct situations, of two countries also
very different in dimensions, there is here further study, such as what two large
empires may enable understanding. From the fall of the world longest empire, as is
the case of Portugal, to the emergence of a new empire risen from the ashes and
poverty, as it’s China's situation, much there is to compare in order to achieve better
predictions about markets and economies in the world scnerario. Thus, this book
shows itself highly relevant and necessary for businessmen and politicians of any
country, seeking to establish trade and investment with China, but also for those who
want to live and work in this country. This work does not hide many of the most
perverse situations of this modern nation and the Chinese way of thinking towards
the West, to evidence what the Chinese actually plan for the entire planet. It's an
opportunity to get to know this country deeply and what it represents for the future of
humanity. This work is based on a study of more than six years, held in various cities
from north to south, and consists of numerous interviews with citizens of both
countries. But, still presents comparisons relative to other European and Asian
countries, mainly in the area of business. This work reveals the truth hidden by the
media and fantasy films about the east, beyond the legends, Chinese stories and
philosophies, which represent a false image of China, which today exists hidden
behind the shadow of the past.
The Road to Shenzhen Routledge
Just over a thousand years ago, the Song dynasty emerged as the most advanced
civilization on earth. Within two centuries, China was home to nearly half of all
humankind. In this concise history, we learn why the inventiveness of this era has
been favorably compared with the European Renaissance, which in many ways the

Song transformation surpassed. With the chaotic dissolution of the Tang dynasty, the
old aristocratic families vanished. A new class of scholar-officials—products of a
meritocratic examination system—took up the task of reshaping Chinese tradition by
adapting the precepts of Confucianism to a rapidly changing world. Through fiscal
reforms, these elites liberalized the economy, eased the tax burden, and put paper
money into circulation. Their redesigned capitals buzzed with traders, while the
education system offered advancement to talented men of modest means. Their
rationalist approach led to inventions in printing, shipbuilding, weaving, ceramics
manufacture, mining, and agriculture. With a realist’s eye, they studied the natural
world and applied their observations in art and science. And with the souls of
diplomats, they chose peace over war with the aggressors on their borders. Yet
persistent military threats from these nomadic tribes—which the Chinese scorned as
their cultural inferiors—redefined China’s understanding of its place in the world and
solidified a sense of what it meant to be Chinese. The Age of Confucian Rule is an
essential introduction to this transformative era. “A scholar should congratulate
himself that he has been born in such a time” (Zhao Ruyu, 1194).
The Great Qing University Press of Kentucky
As China reclaims its position as a world power, Imperial Twilight looks back to tell the story
of the country’s last age of ascendance and how it came to an end in the nineteenth-
century Opium War. As one of the most potent turning points in the country’s modern
history, the Opium War has since come to stand for everything that today’s China seeks to
put behind it. In this dramatic, epic story, award-winning historian Stephen Platt sheds new
light on the early attempts by Western traders and missionaries to “open” China even as
China’s imperial rulers were struggling to manage their country’s decline and Confucian
scholars grappled with how to use foreign trade to China’s advantage. The book paints an
enduring portrait of an immensely profitable—and mostly peaceful—meeting of civilizations
that was destined to be shattered by one of the most shockingly unjust wars in the annals
of imperial history. Brimming with a fascinating cast of British, Chinese, and American
characters, this riveting narrative of relations between China and the West has important
implications for today’s uncertain and ever-changing political climate.
China's History and Modern Foreign Relations Yale University Press
This work offers a sweeping re-assessment of the Jiankang Empire (3rd-6th
centuries CE), known as the Chinese "Southern Dynasties." It shows how, although
one of the medieval world's largest empires, Jiankang has been rendered politically
invisible by the standard narrative of Chinese nationalist history, and proposes a new
framework and terminology for writing about medieval East Asia. The book pays
particular attention to the problem of ethnic identification, rejecting the idea of "ethnic
Chinese," and delineating several other, more useful ethnographic categories, using
case studies in agriculture/foodways and vernacular languages. The most important,
the Wuren of the lower Yangzi region, were believed to be inherently different from
the peoples of the Central Plains, and the rest of the book addresses the extent of
their ethnogenesis in the medieval era. It assesses the political culture of the
Jiankang Empire, emphasizing military strategy, institutional cultures, and political
economy, showing how it differed from Central Plains-based empires, while having
significant similarities to Southeast Asian regimes. It then explores how the Jiankang
monarchs deployed three distinct repertoires of political legitimation (vernacular,
Sinitic universalist, and Buddhist), arguing that the Sinitic repertoire was largely
eclipsed in the sixth century, rendering the regime yet more similar to neighboring
South Seas states. The conclusion points out how the research re-orients our
understanding of acculturation and ethnic identification in medieval East Asia,
generates new insights into the Tang-Song transition period, and offers new avenues
of comparison with Southeast Asian and medieval European history.
Restless Empire Rowman & Littlefield
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Established in 221 BCE, the Chinese empire lasted for 2,132 years before being replaced by
the Republic of China in 1912. During its two millennia, the empire endured internal wars,
foreign incursions, alien occupations, and devastating rebellions--yet fundamental
institutional, sociopolitical, and cultural features of the empire remained intact. The
Everlasting Empire traces the roots of the Chinese empire's exceptional longevity and
unparalleled political durability, and shows how lessons from the imperial past are relevant
for China today. Yuri Pines demonstrates that the empire survived and adjusted to a variety
of domestic and external challenges through a peculiar combination of rigid ideological
premises and their flexible implementation. The empire's major political actors and
neighbors shared its fundamental ideological principles, such as unity under a single
monarch--hence, even the empire's strongest domestic and foreign foes adopted the
system of imperial rule. Yet details of this rule were constantly negotiated and adjusted.
Pines shows how deep tensions between political actors including the emperor, the literati,
local elites, and rebellious commoners actually enabled the empire's basic institutional
framework to remain critically vital and adaptable to ever-changing sociopolitical
circumstances. As contemporary China moves toward a new period of prosperity and power
in the twenty-first century, Pines argues that the legacy of the empire may become an
increasingly important force in shaping the nation's future trajectory.
China: A History Hackett Publishing
This book explores the cultural and social roots of violence in China by studying the
history of recurrent, massive carnage in one county, Macheng, between the
expulsion of the Mongols in the 14th century and the Japanese invasion of 1938.
A History Harvard University Press
What is lost in translation may be a war, a world, a way of life. A unique look into the
nineteenth-century clash of empires from both sides of the earthshaking encounter, this
book reveals the connections between international law, modern warfare, and comparative
grammar--and their influence on the shaping of the modern world in Eastern and Western
terms. The Clash of Empires brings to light the cultural legacy of sovereign thinking that
emerged in the course of the violent meetings between the British Empire and the Qing
Dynasty (1644-1911). Lydia Liu demonstrates how the collision of imperial will and
competing interests, rather than the civilizational attributes of existing nations and cultures,
led to the invention of China, the East, the West, and the modern notion of the world in
recent history. Drawing on her archival research and comparative analyses of English--and
Chinese--language texts, as well as their respective translations, she explores how the
rhetoric of barbarity and civilization, friend and enemy, and discourses on sovereign rights,
injury, and dignity were a central part of British imperial warfare. Exposing the military and
philological--and almost always translingual--nature of the clash of empires, this book
provides a startlingly new interpretation of modern imperial history.
The Mind of Empire Rowman & Littlefield
Available in one or two volumes, this accessible, yet rigorous, introduction to the political, social,
and cultural history of China provides a balanced and thoughtful account of the development of
Chinese civilization from its beginnings to the present day. Each volume includes ample
illustrations, a full complement of maps, a chronological table, extensive notes, recommendations
for further reading and an index. Volume 1: From Neolithic Cultures through the Great Qing Empire
(10,000 BCE—1799). Volume 2: From the Great Qing Empire through the People's Republic of
China (1644—2009).
The Qing Conquest of Central Eurasia Basic Books
China’s new nationalism is rooted not in its present power but in shameful memories of its former
weaknesses. Invaded, humiliated, and looted by foreign powers in the past, China looks out at the
twenty-first century through the lens of the past two centuries. History matters deeply to Beijing’s
current rulers, and Robert Bickers explains why.
Dragon Lady Hackett Publishing
Chun-shu Chang uses newfound documents to analyze the ways in which political,
institutional, social, economic, military, religious, and thought systems developed and
changed in the critical period from early China to the Han empire (ca. 1600 B.C. -
A.D. 220). In addition to exploring the formation and growth of the Chinese empire
and its impact on early nation-building and later territorial expansion, Chang also
provides insights into the life and character of critical historical figures such as the
First Emperor (221- 210 B.C.) of the Ch'in and Wu-ti (141- 87 B.C.) of the Han, who
were the principal agents in redefining China and its relationships with other parts of
Asia. As never before, Chang's study enables an understanding of the origins and
development of the concepts of state, nation, nationalism, imperialism, ethnicity, and
Chineseness in ancient and early Imperial China, offering the first systematic
reconstruction of the history of Chinese acquisition and colonization.
The Jiankang Empire in Chinese and World History Vintage
The Mongol takeover in the 1270s changed the course of Chinese history. The Confucian

empireÑa millennium and a half in the makingÑwas suddenly thrust under foreign
occupation. What China had been before its reunification as the Yuan dynasty in 1279 was
no longer what it would be in the future. Four centuries later, another wave of steppe
invaders would replace the Ming dynasty with yet another foreign occupation. The Troubled
Empire explores what happened to China between these two dramatic invasions. If anything
defined the complex dynamics of this period, it was changes in the weather. Asia, like
Europe, experienced a Little Ice Age, and as temperatures fell in the thirteenth century,
Kublai Khan moved south into China. His Yuan dynasty collapsed in less than a century, but
Mongol values lived on in Ming institutions. A second blast of cold in the 1630s, combined
with drought, was more than the dynasty could stand, and the Ming fell to Manchu invaders.
Against this backgroundÑthe first coherent ecological history of China in this
periodÑTimothy Brook explores the growth of autocracy, social complexity, and
commercialization, paying special attention to ChinaÕs incorporation into the larger South
China Sea economy. These changes not only shaped what China would become but
contributed to the formation of the early modern world.
China and the World Since 1750 Mereo Books, mereobook, mereobooks
Succeeding the Ming dynasty in 1644, the Qing emperors managed to create one of
the largest empires ever to exist in the territories of Asia and the fifth largest empire
in the world.
China Marches West Harvard University Press
After the collapse of the Han dynasty in the third century CE, China divided along a north-
south line. Mark Lewis traces the changes that both underlay and resulted from this split in
a period that saw the geographic redefinition of China, more engagement with the outside
world, significant changes to family life, developments in the literary and social arenas, and
the introduction of new religions. The Yangzi River valley arose as the rice-producing
center of the country. Literature moved beyond the court and capital to depict local culture,
and newly emerging social spaces included the garden, temple, salon, and country villa.
The growth of self-defined genteel families expanded the notion of the elite, moving it away
from the traditional great Han families identified mostly by material wealth. Trailing the rebel
movements that toppled the Han, the new faiths of Daoism and Buddhism altered every
aspect of life, including the state, kinship structures, and the economy. By the time China
was reunited by the Sui dynasty in 589 ce, the elite had been drawn into the state order,
and imperial power had assumed a more transcendent nature. The Chinese were
incorporated into a new world system in which they exchanged goods and ideas with states
that shared a common Buddhist religion. The centuries between the Han and the Tang thus
had a profound and permanent impact on the Chinese world.
The Qing Dynasty and Traditional Chinese Culture Oxford University Press
This engaging, deeply informed book provides the first concise history of one of China's most
important eras. Leading scholar John W. Dardess offers a thematically organized political, social,
and economic exploration of China from 1368 to 1644. He examines how the Ming dynasty was
able to endure for 276 years, illuminating Ming foreign relations and border control, the lives and
careers of its sixteen emperors, its system of governance and the kinds of people who served it, its
great class of literati, and finally the mass outlawry that, in unhappy conjunction with the Manchu
invasions from outside, ended the once-mighty dynasty in the mid-seventeenth century. The Ming
witnessed the beginning of China's contact with the West, and its story will fascinate all readers
interested in global as well as Asian history.
Ming Military Institutions and Their Legacies Harvard University Press
The Qing dynasty (1636–1912)—a crucial bridge between “traditional” and “modern”
China—was remarkable for its expansiveness and cultural sophistication. This
engaging and insightful history of Qing political, social, and cultural life traces the
complex interaction between the Inner Asian traditions of the Manchus, who
conquered China in 1644, and indigenous Chinese cultural traditions. Noted historian
Richard J. Smith argues that the pragmatic Qing emperors presented a “Chinese”
face to their subjects who lived south of the Great Wall and other ethnic faces
(particularly Manchu, Mongolian, Central Asian, and Tibetan) to subjects in other
parts of their vast multicultural empire. They were attracted by many aspects of
Chinese culture, but far from being completely “sinicized” as many scholars argue,
they were also proud of their own cultural traditions and interested in other cultures
as well. Setting Qing dynasty culture in historical and global perspective, Smith
shows how the Chinese of the era viewed the world; how their outlook was
expressed in their institutions, material culture, and customs; and how China’s
preoccupation with order, unity, and harmony contributed to the civilization’s
remarkable cohesiveness and continuity. Nuanced and wide-ranging, his
authoritative book provides an essential introduction to late imperial Chinese culture
and society.
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