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The Construction of Homosexualit
Press

The Middle Ages are often viewed as a repository of
tradition, yet what we think of as traditional marriage was
far from the only available alternative to the single state
in medieval Europe. Many people lived together in long-
term, quasimarital heterosexual relationships, unable to
marry if one was in holy orders or if the partners were of
different religions. Social norms militated against the
marriage of master to slave or between individuals of
very different classes, or when the couple was so poor
that they could not establish an independent household.
Such unions, where the protections that medieval law
furnished to wives (and their children) were absent, were
fraught with danger for women in particular, but they also
provided a degree of flexibility and demonstrate the
adaptability of social customs in the face of slowly
changing religious doctrine. Unmarriages draws on a wide
range of sources from across Europe and the entire
medieval millennium in order to investigate structures and
relations that medieval authors and record keepers did not
address directly, either in order to minimize them or
because they were so common as not to be worth
mentioning. Ruth Mazo Karras pays particular attention to
the ways women and men experienced forms of opposite-
sex union differently and to the implications for power
relations between the genders. She treats legal and
theological discussions that applied to all of Europe and
presents a vivid series of case studies of how unions
operated in specific circumstances to illustrate concretely
what we can conclude, how far we can speculate, and
what we can never know.

Insult and the Making of the Gay Self Plume

Winner of two Lambda Rising Awards. "A landmark of a book and a
landmark of ideas that will shatter ignorance and delusion."?Catharine
Stimpson.

Same-Sex Unionsin Premodern Europe University of Pennsylvania
Press

WHEN IT COMES TO SAME-SEX RELATIONSHIPS, this book by
Karen Keen contains the most thoughtful, balanced, biblically
grounded discussion you're likely to encounter anywhere. With
pastoral sensitivity and respect for biblical authority, Keen breaks
through current stalemates in the debate surrounding faith and sexual
identity. The fresh, evenhanded reevaluation of Scripture, Christian
tradition, theology, and science in Keen's Scripture, Ethics, and the
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Possibility of Same-Sex Relationships will appeal to both traditionalist
and progressive church leaders and parishioners, students of ethics and
biblical studies, and gay and lesbian people who often feel painfully
torn between faith and sexuality.

The Boswell Thesis Jericho Books

John Boswell’ s National Book Award— winning study of the history of
attitudes toward homosexuality in the early Christian West was a
groundbreaking work that challenged preconceptions about the
Church’ s past relationship to its gay members—among them priests,
bishops, and even saints—when it was first published thirty-five years ago.
The historical breadth of Boswell’ s research (from the Greeks to
Aquinas) and the variety of sources consulted make this one of the most
extensive treatments of any single aspect of Western social history. Now in
this thirty-fifth anniversary edition with a new foreword by leading queer
and religious studies scholar Mark D. Jordan, Christianity, Social
Tolerance, and Homosexuality is still fiercely relevant. This landmark
book helped form the disciplines of gay and gender studies, and it
continues to illuminate the origins and operations of intolerance as a
social force.

The New Testanent on Sexuality Fortress
Press

Bot h highly praised and intensely
controversial, this brilliant book produces
dramati c evidence that at one tine the

Cat holic and Eastern Othodox churches not
only sanctioned uni ons between partners of

t he sanme sex, but sanctified them-in
cerenonies strikingly simlar to

het er osexual marri age cerenoni es.

Recruiti ng Young Love Shoe String Presslnc

Wth all the heated debates around religion and
honosexual ity today, it mght be hard to see
the two as anything but antagonistic. But in

t hi s book, Dom nic Janes reveal s the opposite:
Catholic fornms of Christianity, he explains,

pl ayed a key role in the evolution of the
culture and visual expression of honbsexuality
and mal e sane-sex desire in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. He explores this

rel ati onship through the idea of queer

mar t yr don€l oset ed queer servitude to Christ—a
concept that allowed a certain degree of

| atitude for the devel opnent of sane-sex
desire. Janes finds the begi nnings of queer
martyrdomin the nineteenth-century Church of
Engl and and the controversi es over Cardinal
John Henry Newman's sexuality. He then
considers how liturgical expression of queer
desire in the Victorian Euchari st provided
inspiration for artists |ooking to comrunicate
their own feelings of sexual deviance. After

| ooking at Victorian nonasteries as queer
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famlies, he anal yzes how the Biblical story of

t he ongoi ng devel opnent of this theol ogy.

|t

Davi d and Jonathan coul d be used to create fornmsjs ained primarily at queer people who are

of same-sex partnerships. Finally, he delves
into how artists and witers enpl oyed
ecclesiastical material culture to further queer
sel f -expression, concluding with studies of
Oscar Wl de and Derek Jarman that illustrate
both the limtations and ongoi ng significance of
Christianity as an inspiration for expressions
of honoerotic desire. Providing historical
context to help us reevaluate the current furor
over honobsexuality in the Church, this

fasci nati ng book brings to light the nyriad ways

t hat nodern churches and openly gay nen and
wonen can |learn fromthe wealth of each other’s
cultural and spiritual experience.
Honosexual ity and Civilization Fortress Press
In the guise of tolerance, Hollywod and nodern
culture have granted "alternative |ifestyle"
status to a behavi or condemmed by Scri pture.
t he Same Sex Controversy, the authors clarify
and defend the Bible's stand on honosexuality
as they expand on key passages. Subjects

i nclude the basis of biblical norality,

bi bl i cal teaching on marriage and sexuality,
t he new "honosexual apol ogist,"” and both A d
and New Testanment w tnesses agai nst
honosexual ity. They al so provide information on
how to lovingly and biblically reach out to

t hose caught up in its grip.

The New Test anent and Honobsexuality Convergent
Books

A | eadi ng expert in New Testanent ethics

di scovers in the biblical witness a unified
ethical vision -- centered in the thenes of
comunity, cross and new creation -- that has
prof ound rel evance in today?s world. Richard
Hays shows how t he New Testanent provides noral
gui dance on the nost troubling ethical issues
of our tinme, including violence, divorce,
honosexual ity and aborti on.

Religion is a Queer Thing University of
Pennsyl vani a Press

The | ast ten years have wi tnessed a sea-
change anongst | esbian, gay, bisexual and
transgendered Christians. Many are no | onger
content to beg a place at the pre-existing
table of the institutional Churches. Rather
t hey have found a new confidence in their
ability to define their own experience and

t hi nk theol ogically about it. Queer theol ogy
Is enmerging as a distinctive, radical and
expl osi ve theological tradition of which all
in the churches will eventually have to take
notice. This theol ogy exposes the

het er osexi st thought patterns and
assunptions that underlie many Christian
doctrines and practices and rescues parts of
the tradition helpful to queer Christians
whi ch may have been | ost along the way. Mbst
inportantly of all, it fashions Christian

t heol ogi es untai nted by honophobi a and

het er osexi sm Thi s book makes queer theol ogy
avai | abl e and accessible to a general reader
and encourages the reader to becone part of

In
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either newto Christianity or those who are
interested in reflecting upon their
Christian faith froma queer perspective. It
s a study guide which can be used by groups
and by individuals and contai ns exercises
and liturgies as well as explanations of
gueer theol ogy. Subjects covered include the
bi bl e, sal vation, Christ, body theol ogy,

God, the church, death and ethics. Christian
| esbi an, gay, bisexual and transgendered
support groups, churches, individuals

Unmarri ages Canbridge University Press

A transformati ve expl oration of queer theol ogy and
t he debate around same-sex marriage within the
Church. Clare Herbert draws on her experience as a
priest within the Church of England in a comm tted
same-sex relationship and consi ders the questions

t hat have shaped religi ous debate for many years.
Thi s book explores the concept of same-sex narriage
inrelation to the heteronornmative definition of
marriage, and its effect on past understandi ngs of
the sacranment. Interweaving stories from Christians
struggling to reconcile their faith with their
sexual ity al ongsi de w der queer theology and the

t heol ogy of marriage, Herbert explores the unique
under st andi ng of God provided by the experience of
commtted sane-sex love , and |ays the groundwork
for redefining the traditional definition of

marri age.

A Historical -theol ogi cal Eval uati on of John
Boswel | 's Christianity, Social Tol erance, and
Honosexual ity Wn B. Eerdnmans Publ i shi ng

How have major civilizations of the |ast two
mllennia treated people who were attracted to
their own sex? In a narrative tour de force,
Louis Cronpton chronicles the lIives and
achi evenents of honpbsexual nen and wonen
al ongsi de a darker history of persecution,
he conpares the Christian West with the
cultures of ancient G eece and Rone, Arab
Spain, inperial China, and pre-Miji Japan.
Ancient Greek culture cel ebrated same-sex |ove
in history, literature, and art, mnaking high
clainms for its noral influence. By contrast,
Jewi sh religious |eaders in the sixth century
B.C. E. branded nal e honpbsexuality as a capital
of fense and, later, blanmed it for the
destruction of the biblical city of Sodom When
these two traditions collided in Christian Rone
during the late enpire, the tragic
repercussions were felt throughout Europe and
the New World. Louis Cronpton traces Church-
inspired nutilation, torture, and burning of
sodomites in sixth-century Byzantium nedieval
France, Renaissance Italy, and in Spain under
the Inquisition. But Protestant authorities
were equally commtted to the execution of
honpsexual s in the Netherlands, Calvin's
CGeneva, and Ceorgi an Engl and. The root cause
was religious superstition, abetted by
political anbition and sheer greed. Yet from
this cauldron of fears and desires, honoerotic
themes surfaced in the art of the Renai ssance
mast ers--Donat el | o, Leonardo, M chel angel o,
Sodoma, Cellini, and Caravaggi o--often

as
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intertwined with Christian notifs.
also flourished in the court intrigues of Henry
1l of France, Queen Christina of Sweden, James
| and Wlliam Il of England, Queen Anne, and
Frederick the Great. Anti-honbosexual atrocities
comritted in the West contrast starkly with the
nore tolerant traditions of pre-nodern China and

Japan, as revealed in poetry, fiction, and art
and in the lives of enperors, shoguns, Buddhi st
priests, scholars, and actors. In the sanura

tradition of Japan, Cronpton makes clear, the
cel ebration of sane-sex |ove rival ed that of
anci ent Greece. Sweeping in scope, elegantly
crafted, and lavishly illustrated, Honobsexuality
and Civilization is a stunning exploration of a
rich and terrible past.

King Janes and the History of Honmpsexuality

Uni versity of Chicago Press

In his Problemata, Aristotle provided nedieval
thinkers with the occasion to inquire into the
natural causes of the sexual desires of nmen to act
upon or be acted upon by other nen, thus bringing
human sexuality into the purview of natural

phi | osophers, whose aimit was to explain the
causes of objects and events in nature. Wth this
phi | osophical justification, sone | ate nedieval
intellectuals asked whet her such di spositions m ght
arise fromanatony or fromthe psychol ogi ca
processes of habit formation. As the fourteenth-
century phil osopher Walter Burley observed,

"Not hing natural is shaneful." The authors,
scribes, and readers willing to "contenpl ate base

t hi ngs" never argued that they were not vile, but
nost did share the conviction that they could be
expl ai ned. Fromthe evidence that has survived in
manuscripts of and related to the Problemata, two
narratives enmerge: a chronicle of the earnest
attenpts of nedi eval nedical theorists and natura
phi | osophers to understand the cause of honbsexual
desires and pleasures in terns of natural
processes, and an ongoi ng debate as to whether the
sci ences were equipped or permtted to deal with
such subjects at all. Mning hundreds of texts and
deci phering commentaries, indices, abbreviations,
and marginalia, Joan Cadden shows how Eur opean
schol ars depl oyed a standard set of phil osophical
tools and a variety of rhetorical strategies to
produce scientific approaches to sodony.
Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Honpbsexuality
Harvard University Press

Bj orn Krondorfer, one of the |eading scholars in
this field, has collected 35 key texts that have
shaped this field within the wi der area of the
study of gender, religion and culture. The texts in
this critical reader engage actively and critically
with the position of nmen in society and church,
nmen's privileged relation to the sacred and to
religious authority, the ideals of masculinity as
engendered by religious discourse, and alternative
trajectories of being in the world, whether
spiritually, relationally or sexually. Each of the
texts is introduced by the editor and acconpani ed
by bi bliographies that make this the ideal tool for
st udy.

Redi scovering Gay History Jessica Kingsley
Publ i shers

This is the fifth and final installnent of

Wl liam Loader's authoritative, acclained
series on attitudes toward sexuality in the
ancient world. Sexual thenes are never far
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Honosexual ity beneath the surface where there are human

beings. This was certainly the case for
Christians in the first-century world. Sone
began in a strongly Jew sh context and worked
out their faith in dialogue with their
scriptural heritage. O hers had to work out
their sexual ethics in a world strongly

i nfl uenced by G eco-Roman ideals and practices.
In The New Testanment on Sexuality WIIiam Loader
explores the relevant cultural contexts and

| ooks at New Testanent texts related to
sexuality, highlighting both the warnings about
sexual w ongdoing and the affirmations of sexual
union. He deals with specific thenmes such as

di vorce, sane-sex relations, wonen and nen in

| eader shi p, and celibacy; individual behavior,
gender roles and rul es, preferences, and hopes
al so fall under the scope of his investigation.
Broad-rangi ng and t horough, this book engages
both the biblical texts and the diverse ways in
whi ch they have been interpreted.

Men and Masculinities in Christianity and
Judai sm Twayne Publ i shers

Evi dence of Being opens on a grim scene:
Washi ngton DC s gay bl ack comunity in the
1980s, ravaged by AIDS, the crack epidemc,
and a series of unsolved nurders, seem ngly
abandoned by the governnent and nai nstream
culture. Yet in this darkest of nonents, a
new vi sion of comunity and hope managed to
energe. Darius Bost’s account of the nedia,
poetry, and performance of this tine and

pl ace reveal s a stunni ng confluence of
activismand the arts. In Washi ngton and New
York during the 1980s and ' 90s, gay bl ack
men banded together, using creative
expression as a tool to challenge the

w despread views that marked them as
unwort hy of grief. They created art that
enriched and reimagined their lives in the
face of pain and neglect, while at the sane
time forging a path toward bol d new nodes of
exi stence. At once a corrective to the
predom nantly white nmal e accounts of the
AIDS crisis and an openhearted depiction of
the possibilities of black gay |ife,

Evi dence of Being above all insists on the
pri macy of comrunity over |oneliness, and
hope over despair.

Evi dence of Being University of Chicago
Press

Wth a focus on nmainline Protestants and gay
rights activists in the twentieth century,
Heat her R Wiite chall enges the usual

pi cture of perennial adversaries with a new
narrative about Anmerica's religious and
sexual past. Wite argues that today's
antigay Christian traditions originated in

t he 1920s when a group of |i beral
Protestants began to incorporate psychiatry
and psychot herapy into Christian teaching. A
new t herapeutic orthodoxy, influenced by
nodern nmedi ci ne, cel ebrated heterosexuality
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as God-gi ven and advocated a conpassi onate
"cure" for honpbsexuality. Wite traces the
unanti ci pated consequences as the

t herapeutic nodel, gaining popularity after
Wrld War 11, spurred mainline church

| eaders to take a critical stance toward
ranpant anti honosexual discrimnation. By
the 1960s, a vanguard of clergy began to
advocate for honpbsexual rights. Wite

hi ghli ghts the continued inportance of this
religious support to the consolidating gay
and | esbi an novenent. However, the ultimte
i rony of the therapeutic orthodoxy's | egacy
was its adoption, beginning in the 1970s, by
the Christian Right, which enbraced it as an
age-old tradition to which Aneri cans shoul d
return. On a broader |evel, Wite chall enges
t he assuned secul arization narrative in LGBT
progress by recovering the forgotten history
of liberal Protestants' role on both sides
of the debates over orthodoxy and sexual

I dentity.

Scripture, Ethics, and the Possibility of
Sane- Sex Rel ati onshi ps University of Chicago
Press

In this "brave and good book which shatters
bad nyt hs" (Commonweal ), McNeill shows that
the Bi bl e does not condemm honobsexuality,
and argues that the Church nust not continue
I ts honophobi c practices. Fromthe Trade
Paper back edition.

Wel com ng But Not Affirm ng University of

Chi cago Press

A respected evangel i cal speaks out on the
church's nost controversial issue, proposing
that it is possible for Christian
communities to wel cone honosexual s w t hout

affirm ng same-sex unions.

God and the Gay Christian Duke University Press

| deal for individual or group use, this unique
resource presents short pieces fromsone of the
nation's nost preem nent church | eaders - wonen and
men, Protestant and Catholic, mainline and
evangel i cal - who address fundanental nora

i nperatives about honobsexuality. Through personal
testinmony, factual clarification, and noral

suasion, they invite the reader to open his or her
heart to the Spirit, to Gospel values, and to ful
acceptance of gay and | esbian persons in the

"fam |y of God."

Christianity, Social Tolerance, and
Honosexual ity Beacon Press

Looks at the |ives of nmen and wonen at New Hope
Mnistry, where the strict Christian beliefs
are inconpatible with their sanme-sex desires.
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