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Possessed, Or, The Secret of Myslotch his work is now seen as the appropriate

Cornell University Press

Witold Gombrowicz (1904-1969) was
born and lived in Poland for the first
half of his life but spent twenty-four
years as an [0 migrJ in Argentina
before returning to Europe to live in
West Berlin and finally Vence, France.
His works have always been of
interest to those studying Polish or
Argentinean or Latin American
literature, but in recent years the
trend toward a transnational
perspective in scholarship has brought
his work to increasing prominence.
Indeed, the complicated web of
transnational contact zones where
Polish, Argentinean, French and
German cultures intersect to influence
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lens through which his creativity ought
to be examined. This volume
contributes to the transnational
interpretation of Gombrowicz by
bringing together a distinguished group
of North American, Latin American,
and European scholars to offer new
analyses in three distinct themes of
study that have not as yet been greatly
explored — Translation, Affect and
Politics. How does one translate not
only Gombrowicz’ s words into various
languages, but the often cultural-laden
meaning and the particular style and
tone of his writing? What is it that
passes between author and reader that
causes an affect? How did
Gombrowicz’ s negotiation of the
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turbulent political worlds of Poland and with Chopin is the most notorious: their nine-
Argentina shape his writing? The three year relationship ended in 1847 when Sand

divisions of this collection address
these questions from multiple
perspectives, thereby adding
significantly to little known aspects of
his work.

Gombrowicz in Transnational Context Yale

University Press

George Sand was the most famous, and the
most scandalous, woman in nineteenth-
century France. As a writer, she was
enormously prolific: she wrote more than
ninety novels, thirty-five plays, and thousands
of pages of autobiography. She inspired
writers as diverse as Flaubert and Proust but is
often remembered for her love affairs with
such figures as Musset and Chopin. Her affair
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began to suspect that the composer had fallen
in love with her daughter, Solange. Drawing
on archival sources, much of it neglected by
Sand's previous biographers, Elizabeth Harlan
examines the intertwined issues of maternity
and identity that haunt Sand's writing and
defined her life. Why was Sand's relationship
with her daughter so fraught? Why was a
woman so famous for her personal and literary
audacity ultimately so conflicted about
women's liberation? In an effort to solve the
riddle of Sand's identity, Harlan examines a
latticework of lives that include Solange,
Sand's mother and grandmother, and Sand's
own protagonists, whose stories amplify her
own.
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Cosmos Bloomsbury Publishing USA interspersed is awacky chapter about the
One man’s obsession with Artforum magazine mystery of the broken clothespins. “How
takes us on a hilarious journey to the ultimate  weird.” “How crazy.”
meaning of the very creation of art Artforumis Becoming Abigail Dalkey Archive Press
certainly one of César Aira’smost charming,  First published in Polish in 1932, The Career of
quirky, and funny books to date. Consisting of ~ Nicodemus Dyzma was Tadeusz Dolega-
compulsion to collect Artforum magazine, this  UnemPployed clerk who crashes a swanky party,
is not about art so much asit is about where he makes an offhand crass remark that sets
i i . him on a new course. Soon high society—from

passionate obsession. At first we follow our -
haol I ; ine g e government ministers to drug-fueled

apIesS co ector rom magaZ' nesnopsto u aristocrats—wants a piece of him. As Dyzma’ s
bookstores hunting for copies of Artforum. A

) : status grows, his vulgarity is interpreted as
friend alerts him to acopy somewhereand he  aythenticity and strength. He is unable to

obsesses about actually going to get it—will the comprehend complicated political matters, but his
shop be open, will the copy aready besold?  cryptic responses are celebrated as wise

Finally he takes out a subscription, but then it introspection. His willingness to do anything to
never comes, so he hounds the mailman. hold on to power—flip-flopping on political
There' sthe day his stash of Artforums gets positions, inventing xenophobic plots, even having

rained on, but only one absorbs the water. And ~ enemies assaulted—only leads to greater success.
Dolega-Mostowicz wrote his novel in a newly
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independent Poland rampant with political
corruption and populist pandering. Jerzy Kosinski
borrowed heavily from the novel when he wrote
Being There, and readers of both books will
recognize similarities between their plots. This
biting political satire—by turns hilarious and
disturbing, contemptuous and sympathetic—is an
indictment of a system in which money and
connections matter above all else, bluster and
ignorance are valorized, and a deeply incompetent
man rises to the highest spheres of government.
Fer dydur ke Text Publi shing

A bal l ooni st finds hinmself set
upon by erotic |lepers..a
passenger on a ship notices a
human eye on the deck..a group
of aristocrats enjoy a
vegetari an di sh made from hunman
flesh..a virginal young girl
ghaws raw neat from a bone..a

Page 5/20

notorious ruffian is terrorized
by a rat. Welcone to the bizarre
uni verse of Wtold Gonbrow cz,
whose | egendary short story
collection is presented here for
the first tinme in English. These
tales, hilarious, disturbing,
and brilliantly witten, are
utterly unique in world
literature. After reading them
you’' Il never be the sane.

The Linme Twi g Routl edge

This magni ficent and witty study
by an unrecogni zed i nnovat or seeks
to define and explore the nature

of "nonsense" in literature.
Rel yi ng mai nly on readi ngs of

Lews Carroll and Edward Lear,

El i zabeth Sewel|l not only sets out
pl ausi bl e boundaries for what or
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does not constitutes gibberish, but 1950s—fills the gap in our

el uci dates just how nmuch of what
consi dered "sensible" witing nust
rely on nonsense for its power.
Conparabl e only to the greatest
wor ks of Vi ktor Shkl ovsky, The
Field of Nonsense is a mnasterpiece
of American literary criticism

Por nogr afi a Pengui n

Al t hough Wtold Gonbrowi cz’s

uni que, idiosyncratic witings
include a three-volune Diary, this
vol um nous docunment offers few
facts about his early life in

Pol and before his books were
banned there and he went into
voluntary exile. Polish Menories—a
seri es of autobi ographi cal

sket ches Gonbrow cz conposed for
Radi o Free Europe during his years
in Argentina in the |ate
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i s know edge.

Witten in a
straightforward way w thout his
fanmous |inguistic inventions, the
book presents an engagi ng account
of Gonbrow cz’s chil dhood, youth,
literary beginnings, and fellow
witers in interwar Poland and
reveal s how t hese experiences and
i ndi vi dual s shaped his seem ngly
out | andi sh concepts about the self,
culture, art, and society. In
addition, the book hel ps readers
under st and t he numerous

aut obi ographical allusions in his
fiction and brings a new | evel of
under st andi ng and appreciation to
his Iife and worKk.

Cosnos Yal e University Press

Here are two maj or works by the
famed Polish novelist and
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dramati st Wtold Gonbrowi cz. The

first, Cosnpbs, a netaphysical
thriller,

investigation. It is set in
provi nci al

seedy, pathetic, and witty student,

who is charm ng and appal |l ing by
turns, and whose voice is dense
with the richly pal pabl e
description that characterizes
Gonmbrowi cz's witing. The second,
Por nografia, explores the sinister
effect the young can have on the
old. To serve their own secret
eroticism two aging intellectuals
encourage a young couple to comm t
mur der. Al though the adol escents
are the weapons used to commt the
crime, the four beconme conspirators
before the deed is done.

Cosnps State University of New
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York Press
"Two young nen neet by chance in a

revol ves around an absurd Polish resort town in the

Car pat hi an Mountains. Intending to

Pol and and narrated by aspend their vacation rel axing,

they find a secluded fam|ly-run
pensi on. But the two becone
enbroiled first in a nmacabre event
on the way to the pension, then in
the peculiar activities and
psychol ogi cal travails of the
famly running it." -- Cover.
Quest house for Ganesha G ove
Press

As narrow, nationalist views of
patriotic allegiance have
becone w despread and are
routinely invoked to justify
everything from fl ag-wavi ng
triunphalismto xenophobic
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bi gotry, the concept of a
nonnati onali st patriotism has
vani shed from public
conversation. Taking Liberties
Is a study of what may be cal |l ed
patrioti smw thout borders: a
nonnational formof |oyalty
conpatible wth the universa
princi ples and practices of
denocracy and human rights,
respectful of ethnic and
cultural diversity, and,
overal |, open-m nded and

I ncl usive. Myving beyond a
traditional study of Polish
dramatic literature, Halina
Filipowicz turns to the plays
t hensel ves and to archival
materials, ranging from
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parlianmentary speeches to

pol em cal panphlets and verse
broadsi des, to explore the
cul tural phenonenon of

transgressive patriotismand its
i nplications for society in the
twenty-first century. In
addition to recovering |l ost or
forgotten materials, the author
buil ds an innovative concept ual
and net hodol ogi cal framework to
make sense of those materials.
The result is not only a
significant contribution to the
debat e over the neaning and
practice of patriotism but a

masterful intellectual history.
Post nodern Subl i me New
Directions Publishing
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In this bitterly funny novel
t he renowned Polish author
Wtold Gonbrowicz, a witer
finds hinself tossed into a
chaotic world of school boys by a
di abol i cal professor who w shes
to reduce himto chil di shness.
Oiginally published in Pol and
in 1937, Ferdydurke becane an
instant literary sensation and
catapulted the young author to
fame. Deened scandal ous and
subversive by Nazis, Stalinists,
and the Polish Comruni st regine
in turn, the novel (as well as
all of Gonbrow cz's other works)
was officially banned in Pol and
for decades. It has nonethel ess
remai ned one of the nost

by
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i nfl uenti al

wor ks of twentieth-
century European literature.
Ferdydurke is transl ated here
directly fromthe Polish for the
first time. Danuta Borchardt
deftly captures Gonbrowi cz's

pl ayful and idiosyncratic style,
and she allows English speakers
to experience fully the
mast er pi ece of a witer whom

M | an Kundera descri bes as “one
of the great novelists of our
century.”

A Kind of Testanent London

Cal der and Boyars

A | andmar k aut obi ography witten
by a Polish expatriate living in
Argentina is presented in a single-
vol une edition, now with

previ ously unpublished pages
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restored. Original.
Cosnos Bi blioasis
Focusi ng on works by Norman

Mai | er, Thomas Pynchon, Joseph
McEl roy, and Don DeLill o, Joseph
Tabbi finds that a sinultaneous

attraction to and repul sion from
t echnol ogy has produced a powerful
new node of nodern witing—the

t echnol ogi cal subl i ne.

A Quide to Philosophy in Six
Hours and Fifteen M nutes Sei x
Bar r al

The debut novella from one of
contenporary fiction's nost

exciting young voices, nowin a
new edition. Sal em
Massachusetts, 1851: Mcdue is
in the hold, still too drunk to

be sure of nane or situation or
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orientation--he nmay have kill ed
a man. That nman nmay have been
his best friend. Intolerable
menory acconpani es sobriety. A-
sail on the high seas of
literary tradition, Otessa
Moshf egh gives us a nasty

heartl ess bl ackguard on a knife-
sharp voyage through the fogs of
recol |l ection. They said |'ve
done sonet hing wong? . And
they've just left me down here
to starve. They'll see this

i nanition and be so damed
they'Il fall to ny feet and pass
up hot cross buns slathered in

fresh butter and beg | forgive

them Al of them. t he

entire world one by one. Like a
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good priest I'll pat their
and nod. "Il dunk nmy skull
a barrel of gin.

Fer dydur ke Akashi ¢ Books
'One of the truest and nost
beautiful things |I've read.’
TimFl annery | used to bottle-
feed ny father’s two bears.
When ny son was born, they
were kept together. There
were plenty of tines when |
got it wong—the baby drank
fromthe bear’s bottle, and
the bear fromhis. So when
they fired ne fromthe
collective farm | knew one
thing: if I wanted to go on
living, | had to find a bear.
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heads A brilliant,
i nto heart breaki ng account of

funny and

people in fornmerly Conmuni st
countries who are nostal gic

for how they used to live. For
hundreds of years, Bul garian
Gypsies trained bears to

dance, welcomng theminto
their famlies and taking them

on the road to perform In the
early 2000s, after the fall of
Communi sm they were forced to

rel ease the bears into a
wildlife refuge. But, even

t oday, whenever the bears see
a human, they still get up on
their hind |l egs to dance. In
the tradition of Ryszard

July, 27 2024

Cosmos Witold Gombrowicz



Kapu?ci ?ski, awar d-w nni ng | esson in the chall enges of
Polish journalist Wtold freedom and the seductions of
Szabl owski tells remarkabl e authoritarian rule. Wtold
stories of people throughout Szabl owski is an award-w nning
Eastern Europe and in Cuba Polish journalist. H's 2013
who, |ike Bulgaria s dancing book about Turkey, The

bears, are now free but long Assassin fromApricot Cty,

for when they were not. He won t he Beata Pawl ak Award and
descri bes hitchhi king through an English PEN award, and was
Kosovo as it decl ares nom nated for the N ke Award,

| ndependence, arguing wth thePoland s nost prestigi ous book
gui des at the Stalin Miseum prize. Antonia Lloyd-Jones is
and sl eeping in London’'s a leading translator from
Victoria Station alongside a Polish, and has twi ce won the
honel ess Pol i sh wonan. Danci ng Found in Transl ati on Awar d.

Bears is a fascinating She is a nentor for the UK's
portrait of social and Ener gi ng Transl ators’
econom ¢ upheaval, and a Ment or ship Programme, and a
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former co-chair of the
Transl at ors Associ ati on.
‘Heartrending...A sharply
drawn account of people in
“newWly free societies” who
long for life to be the sane
as it was in the unfree
past... Connected by the

al |l egory of perform ng bears,
Szab?owski’ s nel anchol y

personal ity studi es underscoretines,

freedom s chall enges and the
seductions of authoritarian
rule.” Publishers Wekly

“El egantly pulling together
the varied threads, Szab?owski
conbi nes personal histories,

tal king, with a unique
storytelling device. As a
result, Dancing Bears is both
a conpel ling social history
and a stunning exanpl e of
literary journalism’ AU
Revi ew ‘ Pol i sh journali st
Wtold Szab?owski uncovers
life after comunismw th a
curious, hunorous and, at

t ender account of
regular folk struggling to
cone to terns with the new
wor |l d.” Adel ai de Revi ew
‘Wtold Szab?owski is a born
storyteller. H's reports from
t he post - Conmuni st world read

letting his interviewee do thelike fairy-tales with the
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stench of reality. Absurd,

darkly funny, conpassionate,

his book is a literary

nuanced portrait of the push

bet ween the freedons of
nodernity and nostal gia for

jewel .’ lan Buruma ‘M xing boldthe ol d comuni st

journalismw th bol der

al l egories, M Szabl owski
teaches us with wtty

persi stence that we nust
desire freedomrather than
sinply expect it.’ Tinothy
Snyder ‘Uterly
original...Provokes a far-
reachi ng and unresol ved
conver sati on about what
freedommght really nean.’
New York Ti mes Book Revi ew
“Fascinating.” Otago Daily
Tinmes ‘A conpel ling and
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system .. [ Szabl owski ]

di splays the qualities of a
top-notch reporter: an eye for
telling detail and — inherent
synpathy for his subject.’
Australian ‘Riveting.’
Over | and

Cosnos New Directions
Publ i shi ng

M| an Kundera called Wtold
Gonbrowi cz one of the great
novel i sts of our century. His
nost fanpbus novel, Cosnobs, the
reci pient of the 1967
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International Prize for It the beginning of a string of
Literature, is now available in bizarre events? As the young nen
a critically accl ai ned becone enbroiled in the
translation, for the first time Chekhovian travails of the
directly fromthe Polish, by the famly running the pension,
awar d-w nni ng transl ator Danuta G onbrowi cz creates a gri pping

Borchardt. Cosnpbs is a narrative where the reader

nmet aphysical noir thriller questions who is sane and who is
narrated by Wtold, a seedy, saf e?

pathetic, and witty student, who The Field of Nonsense Penguin

I s charm ng and appal |l i ng by It’s tough to be an account ant

turns. On his way to a relaxing in atinm of war. It’s tough to
vacation he neets the despondent be a poet, young and earnest,
Fuks. As they set off together while your famly struggles to
for a famly-run pension in the make ends neet and your friends
Car pat hi an Mount ai ns t hey risk their lives to sabotage

di scover a dead bird hangi ng the Nazis in your occupied
froma string. Is this a strange streets. It’s tough to be in
but neani ngl ess occurrence or islove with the idea of being in
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| ove, even as your country has
been turned into a factory of
death. For Jurek, though, it is
| mpossi ble not to be all these

t hi ngs, and he may have found
the one place on earth where his
optimsmand |yricismmake
sense. A psychiatric hospital
j ust outside of Warsaw needs
sonmeone to keep the books. In
ordinary tinmes, the hospita
the village of Tworki is
synonynous with bedlam But in
these extraordinary tines, its
wal | ed gardens and nmani cured
wal ks frame an unlikely idyll,
with Jurek its unlikely hero.
Her e Goet he and Direr di scourse
on philosophy and art; New on

in
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conjures new t heori es;

and
Rubens dabbles with his paints.
Great enperors, now of gentler

di sposition, have traded their
armes for cards. And the only
thing that threatens to break
the routine is an occasi onal
picnic. But the happi ness Jurek
finds in Tworki is perforated by
mel ancholy. For life involves
risk, and there is no | onger
such a thing as a small risk.
Peopl e are di sappearing. There
are strange col umms of snoke on
the horizon. As the realities of
war swal |l ow t he worl d beyond the
hospital walls, Jurek and his
friends nust try to rediscover
and sal vage what ever beauty they
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can. Anti ci pated Books of the Year). On
D ary Cosnos the eve of Donald Trunp's

A NATI ONAL BESTSELLER * A NEW YORK i nauguration, a young wonman Snoops
TI MES BOOK REVI EW EDI TORS CHO CE through her boyfriend' s phone and
* A WASHI NGTON POST BEST BOOK OF makes a startling discovery: he's

THE YEAR "An invigorating work, an anonynous internet conspiracy
deadly precise in its skewering of theorist, and a popular one at
peopl e, places and things . . . that. Already fluent in internet
Stylish, despairing and very fakery, irony, and outrage, she's
funny, Fake Accounts . . . not exactly shocked by the
adroitly maps the dwi ndling gap revel ation. Actually, she's

bet ween t he individual and the relieved--he was always a little

world." —Katie Kitanmura, The New di stant--and she plots to end their
York Tinmes Book Review A wonan in floundering relationship while on a

a tailspin discovers that her trip to the Wonen's March in DC
boyfriend is an anonyrmous online But this is only the first in a
conspiracy theorist in this series of bizarre tw sts that

“absolutely brilliant take on the expose a world whose truths are
bi zarre and despi cabl e ways the shaped by online lies. Suddenly

i nternet has warped our perception left with no reason to stay in New
of reality” (Elle, One of the Mbst York and increasingly alienated
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fromher friends and col |l eagues,

our unnaned narrator flees to
Berlin, enbarking on her own cycles
of mani pulation in the deceptive
spaces of her daily life, from
dating apps to expat neetups, open-
plan offices to bureaucratic

wai ting roons. She begins to think
she can't trust anyone--shoul dn't
the feeling be nmutual ? Narrated

wi th seductive confidence and
subversive wt, Fake Accounts
chal | enges the way current
conversations about the self and

communi ty, del usions and
gaslighting, and fiction and
reality play out in the internet
age.

The Lute and the Scars
Nort hwestern University Press
Wiy do we read? What do we
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cherish in a book? What

Is the
nature of a masterpiece? Wiat do
Alice Munro, Al bert Canus, and

t he great Polish experinentali st
Wtold Gonbrow cz have in
common? In the tradition of
Nabokov, Cal vi no, and Kunder a,
Dougl as d over’s new essay
collection fuses his |ong
experience as an author with his
| ove of phil osophy and his

passion for form Call it a new
kind of criticismor an
operator’s manual for readers

and witers, The Erotics of
Restraint extends d over’s |ong
and deeply personal conversation
with great books and their
authors. Wth the sane dazzling
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m x of enotion and idea that
characterizes his fiction, he
di ssects narrative and shows us
how and why it works, why we

|l ove it, and how t hat nakes us
human. Erudite and obsessively
detail ed, inventive,
confessional, and cheeky, these
essays offer a brilliant
clarity, a respite in an age of
doubt. They raise the bar.

Cosnp Yal e University Press
Gold Award in the Regi onal
Fiction (Europe) category of
the 2020 | PPY Awards CGol d Meda
in the Fiction-Literary
category of the 2020 Readers’
Favorite Book Awards Sil ver
Award in the Audi obook: Fiction
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category of the 2020 | BPA

Benj am n Franklin Awards
“Teitel man paints an intensely
beautiful world in which
different cultures nerge in
surprising ways. A rich
and noving story about an
unlikely pair.” —Kirkus Revi ews
In 1923, seventeen-year-old

Est her Grinspan arrives in Koln
“Wth a hardened heart as her
sol e luggage.” Thus begins a

t went y-t wo- year journey, woven
agai nst the backdrops of the

Eur opean Hol ocaust and the Hi ndu
Kali Yuga (the “Age of Darkness”
when human civilization
degenerates spiritually), in
search of a place of sanctuary.
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Thr oughout her travails,
cunni ng and shrewdness,
relies on her masterfu
tailoring skills to help mask
her Jew sh heritage, navigate
war -t orn Europe, and emigrate to
I ndia. Esther’s traveling
conpani on and the novel’s
narrator i s Ganesha, the

el ephant - headed H ndu God
wor shi pped by mllions for his
abilities to destroy obstacles,
best ow wi shes, and avenge evils.
| npressed by Esther’s fortitude
and relentl ess determ nation,
born of her deep—hough

unconsci ous—dnder st andi ng of the
meani ng and pur pose of |ove,
Ganesha, w th conpassi on,

usi ng
Est her
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I nsi ght, and poetry, chooses to
hi ghl i ght her story because he
recognizes it is all of our
stories—for truth resides at the
essence of its telling. Waving
Eastern beliefs and perspectives
with Western realities and
pragmati sm QGuest house for
Ganesha is a tale of |ove,
and spirit recl ai ned.

| oss,
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