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Benediction Harper Collins
When the exotic stranger Vianne
Rocher arrives in the old
French village of Lansquenet
and opens a chocolate boutique
called “La Celeste Praline”
directly across the square from
the church, Father Reynaud
identifies her as a serious
danger to his flock. It is the
beginning of Lent: the
traditional season of self-
denial. The priest says she’ll
be out of business by Easter.
To make matters worse, Vianne
does not go to church and has a
penchant for superstition. Like
her mother, she can read Tarot
cards. But she begins to win
over customers with her smiles,
her intuition for everyone’s
favourites, and her delightful
confections. Her shop provides
a place, too, for secrets to be
whispered, grievances aired.
She begins to shake up the
rigid morality of the
community. Vianne’s plans for
an Easter Chocolate Festival
divide the whole community. Can
the solemnity of the Church
compare with the pagan passion
of a chocolate éclair? For the
first time, here is a novel in
which chocolate enjoys its true
importance, emerging as an
agent of transformation. Rich,
clever, and mischievous,
reminiscent of a folk tale or
fable, this is a triumphant
read with a memorable character
at its heart. Says Harris: “You
might see [Vianne] as an
archetype or a mythical figure.
I prefer to see her as the lone
gunslinger who blows into the
town, has a showdown with the
man in the black hat, then

moves on relentless. But on
another level she is a
perfectly real person with real
insecurities and a very human
desire for love and acceptance.
Her qualities too - kindness,
love, tolerance - are very
human.” Vianne and her young
daughter Anouk, come into town
on Shrove Tuesday. “Carnivals
make us uneasy,” says Harris,
“because of what they
represent: the residual memory
of blood sacrifice (it is after
all from the word "carne" that
the term arises), of pagan
celebration. And they represent
a loss of inhibition; carnival
time is a time at which almost
anything is possible.” The book
became an international best-
seller, and was optioned to
film quickly. The Oscar-
nominated movie, with its star-
studded cast including Juliette
Binoche (The English Patient)
and Judi Dench (Shakespeare in
Love), was directed by Lasse
Hallstrom, whose previous film
The Cider House Rules (based on
a John Irving novel) also looks
at issues of community and
moral standards, though in a
less lighthearted vein. The
idea for the book came from a
comment her husband made one
day while he was immersed in a
football game on TV. “It was a
throwaway comment, designed to
annoy and it did. It was along
the lines of...Chocolate is to
women what football is to men…”
The idea stuck, and Harris
began thinking that “people
have these conflicting feelings
about chocolate, and that a lot
of people who have very little
else in common relate to
chocolate in more or less the
same kind of way. It became a
kind of challenge to see
exactly how much of a story I
could get which was uniquely
centred around chocolate.” Rich
with metaphor and gorgeous
writing...sit back and gorge
yourself on Chocolat.

Full Steam Ahead Seal Books
Vocal health tips, stories from the tour bus,
and action items to improve your voice and
boost your self-confidence from an award-
winning musician and life coach Performing
with David Bowie, surviving the murky depths
of the music business, enduring a painful
divorce, and making the first music video in
outer space, award-winning recording artist
Emm Gryner has navigated through life’s
highs and lows using a secret compass:
singing. Her voice, and her desire to express
herself in music, has been a constant: from the
early days of playing in bands while growing
up in a small town, to playing arena rock
shows and stadiums. Across these years and on
many travels, she’s discovered the human
voice to be an unlikely guide, with the power
to elevate and move people closer to authentic
living. This book is about that discovery: part
study in the art of singing, part guide to finding
one’s voice, and part memoir. This book is a
must-have for anyone who knows they should
be singing.
Before We Met Vintage Canada
With this magnificently assured new novel,
John McGahern reminds us why he has been
called the Irish Chekhov, as he guides
readers into a village in rural Ireland and
deftly, compassionately traces its natural
rhythms and the inner lives of its people. Here
are the Ruttledges, who have forsaken the
glitter of London to raise sheep and cattle,
gentle Jamesie Murphy, whose appetite for
gossip both charms and intimidates his
neighbors, handsome John Quinn, perennially
on the look-out for a new wife, and the town’s
richest man, a gruff, self-made magnate
known as “the Shah.” Following his
characters through the course of a year,
through lambing and haying seasons, market
days and family visits, McGahern lays bare
their passions and regrets, their uneasy
relationship with the modern world, their
ancient intimacy with death.
The Summer Guest Anchor Canada
Featuring anecdotes from the world of
jazz, a collection of stories about the
rewards and drawbacks of a
musician's life features Bessie Smith,
Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington,
Tommy Dorsey, Dizzy Gillespie,
Charlie Parker, and many others
Crow Lake Hogarth
When a killer comet hurtles for the earth, 18-year-
old Joanna Murphy is selected to wait out the
apocalypse in an underground bunker. She enters
cryosleep with her close-knit team, preparing to
resettle the planet after the atmosphere clears in
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two hundred years. Joanna is the only one who
wakes up. Faced with a bunker full of bones and a
blocked exit, Joanna must claw her way to the
surface, figure out what happened to her team, and
try not to panic-or die. That's going to be tricky if
she's the only person left in the world. From the
author of The Seabound Chronicles, Steel and
Fire, and Empire of Talents comes a story of
resilience and optimism at the end of the world.
Crow Lake Seal Books
When love simmers between a reclusive
scientist and a wealthy debutante, will they
abandon ship or is it full steam ahead? Nicole
Renard returns home to Galveston, Texas, to
find her father deathly ill. Though she loves
him, Nicole's father has always focused on
what she's not. Not male. Not married. Not
able to run Renard Shipping. Vowing to find a
suitable husband to give her father the heir he
desires before it's too late, Nicole sets out with
the Renard family's greatest treasure as her
dowry: the highly coveted Lafitte Dagger. But
her father's rivals come after the dagger,
forcing a change in Nicole's plans. After a
boiler explosion aboard the Louisiana nearly
took his life, Darius Thornton has been a man
obsessed. He will do anything to stop even one
more steamship disaster. Even if it means
letting a female secretary into his secluded
world. Nicole is determined not to let her odd
employer scare her off with his explosive
experiments, yet when respect and mutual
attraction grow between them, a new fear
arises. How can she acquire an heir for her
father when her heart belongs to another? And
when her father's rivals discover her hiding
place, will she have to choose between that
love and her family's legacy?
Wake Me After the Apocalypse Vintage
Canada
Right after high school, Joe Goffman left
sleepy Bush Falls, Connecticut and never
looked back. Then he wrote a novel savaging
everything in town, a novel that became a
national bestseller and a huge hit movie.
Fifteen years later, Joe is struggling to avoid the
sophomore slump with his next novel when he
gets a call: his father's had a stroke, so it's back
to Bush Falls for the town's most famous
pariah. His brother avoids him, his former
classmates beat him up, and the members of
the book club just hurl their copies of Bush
Falls at his house. But with the help of some
old friends, Joe discovers that coming home
isn't all bad—and that maybe the best things in
life are second chances. Fans of Nick Hornby
and Jennifer Weiner will love this book, by
turns howling funny, fiercely intelligent, and
achingly poignant. As evidenced by The Book
of Joe's success in both the foreign and movie
markets, Jonathan Tropper has created a
compelling, incredibly resonant story.
Watches: How to Design, Manufacture and
Build a Brand Bantam
In a small town in Canada, Clara Callan
reluctantly takes leave of her sister, Nora,
who is bound for New York. It's a time

when the growing threat of fascism in
Europe is a constant worry, and people
escape from reality through radio and the
movies. Meanwhile, the two sisters -- vastly
different in personality, yet inextricably
linked by a shared past -- try to find their
places within the complex web of social
expectations for young women in the 1930s.
While Nora embarks on a glamorous career
as a radio-soap opera star, Clara, a strong
and independent-minded woman, struggles
to observe the traditional boundaries of a
small and tight-knit community without
relinquishing her dreams of love, freedom,
and adventure. However, things aren't as
simple as they appear -- Nora's letters
eventually reveal life in the big city is less
exotic than it seems, and the tranquil
solitude of Clara's life is shattered by a series
of unforeseeable events. These twists of fate
require all of Clara's courage and strength,
and finally put the seemingly unbreakable
bond between the sisters to the test.
Hidden Goddess Dial Press Trade Paperback
A spellbinding novel that will resonate with
readers of Mark Haddon, Louise Erdrich, and
John Irving, Perfect tells the story of a young
boy who is thrown into the murky, difficult
realities of the adult world with far-reaching
consequences. Byron Hemmings wakes to a
morning that looks like any other: his school
uniform draped over his wooden desk chair,
his sister arguing over the breakfast cereal, the
click of his mother’s heels as she crosses the
kitchen. But when the three of them leave
home, driving into a dense summer fog, the
morning takes an unmistakable turn. In one
terrible moment, something happens,
something completely unexpected and at odds
with life as Byron understands it. While his
mother seems not to have noticed, eleven-year-
old Byron understands that from now on
nothing can be the same. What happened and
who is to blame? Over the days and weeks that
follow, Byron’s perfect world is shattered.
Unable to trust his parents, he confides in his
best friend, James, and together they concoct a
plan. . . . As she did in her debut, The Unlikely
Pilgrimage of Harold Fry, Rachel Joyce has
imagined bewitching characters who find their
ordinary lives unexpectedly thrown into chaos,
who learn that there are times when children
must become parents to their parents, and who
discover that in confronting the hard truths
about their pasts, they will forge unexpected
relationships that have profound and
surprising impacts. Brimming with love,
forgiveness, and redemption, Perfect will
cement Rachel Joyce’s reputation as one of
fiction’s brightest talents. Praise for Perfect
“Touching, eccentric . . . Joyce does an
inviting job of setting up these mysterious
circumstances, and of drawing Byron’s
magical closeness with Diana.”—Janet
Maslin, The New York Times “Haunting . . .

compelling.”—Minneapolis Star Tribune
“[Joyce] triumphantly returns with Perfect. . .
. As Joyce probes the souls of Diana, Byron and
Jim, she reveals—slowly and deliberately, as if
peeling back a delicate onion skin—the
connection between the two stories, creating a
poignant, searching tale.”—O: The Oprah
Magazine “Perfect touches on class, mental
illness, and the ways a psyche is formed or
broken. It has the tenor of a horror film, and
yet at the end, in some kind of contortionist
trick, the narrative unfolds into an unexpected
burst of redemption. [Verdict:] Buy
It.”—New York “Joyce’s dark, quiet follow-
up to her successful debut, The Unlikely
Pilgrimage of Harold Fry, could easily become
a book club favorite. . . . Perfect is the kind of
book that blossoms under thoughtful
examination, its slow tendencies redeemed by
moments of loveliness and insight. However
sad, Joyce’s messages—about the limitations
of time and control, the failures of adults and
the fears of children, and our responsibility for
our own imprisonment and freedom—have a
gentle ring of truth to them.”—The
Washington Post “There is a poignancy to
Joyce’s narrative that makes for her most
memorable writing.”—NPR’s All Things
Considered
Knopf Canada
A haunting novel about love experienced and
love remembered that is also an unforgettable
celebration and evocation of the brief beauty of
a northern summer. Summer Gone is about
that moment when everything stops. Like
skilled canoeists, we briefly hold a perfect
balance - poised between innocence and
experience, life and death, discovery and loss,
the promise of spring and the sadness of
autumn - and we believe, foolishly, that those
perfect days will last forever. Set among the
islands and lakes of "cottage country", this
major first novel from one of Canada's premier
writers explores the stories of three generations
of lost summers. But Summer Gone is
primarily the story of a divorced father and a
young son separated by the silence of
estrangement, and how during one
extraordinary night on an ill-fated canoe trip
the silence is broken. Yet, as the novel unfolds,
tragedy looms over father and son in ways they
could never have imagined, and leads to the
book's gripping and startling conclusion.
Summer Gone is an exquisite novel, beautifully
written and powerfully told.
Three Souls Ballantine Books
With a rare combination of emotional insight,
narrative power, and lyrical grace, Justin
Cronin transforms the simple story of a dying
man’s last wish into a rich tapestry of family
love. “A work of art . . . a great American
novel.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer On an
evening in late summer, the great financier
Harry Wainwright, nearing the end of his life,
arrives at a rustic fishing camp in a remote
area of Maine. He comes bearing two things:
his wish for a day of fishing in a place that has
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brought him solace for thirty years, and an
astonishing bequest that will forever change the
lives of those around him. From the battlefields
of Italy to the turbulence of the Vietnam era, to
the private battles of love and family, The
Summer Guest reveals the full history of this
final pilgrimage and its meaning for four
people: Jordan Patterson, the haunted young
man who will guide Harry on his last voyage
out; the camp’s owner Joe Crosby, a Vietnam
draft evader who has spent a lifetime “trying
to learn what it means to be brave”; Joe’s
wife, Lucy, the woman Harry has loved for
three decades; and Joe and Lucy’s daughter
Kate—the spirited young woman who holds
the key to the last unopened door to the past.
As their stories unfold, secrets are revealed,
courage is tested, and the bonds of love are
strengthened. And always center stage is the
place itself—a magical, forgotten corner of New
England where the longings of the human heart
are mirrored in the wild beauty of the
landscape. Intimate, powerful, and profound,
The Summer Guest reveals Justin Cronin as a
storyteller of unique and marvelous talent. It is
a book to treasure.
The Big Rock Candy Mountain Headline
Review
SHORTLISTED FOR THE BOOKER
PRIZE ‧ A young man journeys into Sri
Lanka’s war-torn north in this searing novel
of longing, loss, and the legacy of war from the
author of The Story of a Brief Marriage. “A
novel of tragic power and uncommon
beauty.”—Anthony Marra “One of the
most individual minds of their
generation.”—Financial Times NAMED
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY TIME AND NPR A Passage North
begins with a message from out of the blue: a
telephone call informing Krishan that his
grandmother’s caretaker, Rani, has died
under unexpected circumstances—found at the
bottom of a well in her village in the north, her
neck broken by the fall. The news arrives on
the heels of an email from Anjum, an
impassioned yet aloof activist Krishnan fell in
love with years before while living in Delhi,
stirring old memories and desires from a world
he left behind. As Krishan makes the long
journey by train from Colombo into the war-
torn Northern Province for Rani’s funeral, so
begins an astonishing passage into the
innermost reaches of a country. At once a
powerful meditation on absence and longing,
as well as an unsparing account of the legacy of
Sri Lanka’s thirty-year civil war, this
procession to a pyre “at the end of the
earth” lays bare the imprints of an island’s
past, the unattainable distances between who
we are and what we seek. Written with
precision and grace, Anuk Arudpragasam’s
masterful novel is an attempt to come to terms
with life in the wake of devastation, and a
poignant memorial for those lost and those still
living.
Last Night in Twisted River Oxford University

Press, USA
Jeremiah Reskin has big plans for tenth
grade—he wants to make some friends and he
wants to take a girl’s shirt off. It’s not going
too well at first, but when he meets a group of
semibohemian outcasts, things start to change.
Soon he’s negotiating his way through group
back rubs and trying to find the courage to
make a move on Renee Shopmaker, the
hottest girl in school. At the behest of his
composition teacher, Jeremy’s also
chronicling everything in his own novel—a
disastrously ungrammatical but unflinching
look at sophomore year.
A Passage North Vintage Canada
Crow Lake is that rare find, a first novel so
quietly assured, so emotionally pitch perfect,
you know from the opening page that this is
the real thing—a literary experience in which
to lose yourself, by an author of immense
talent. Here is a gorgeous, slow-burning story
set in the rural “badlands” of northern
Ontario, where heartbreak and hardship are
mirrored in the landscape. For the farming Pye
family, life is a Greek tragedy where the sins of
the fathers are visited on the sons, and terrible
events occur—offstage. Centerstage are the
Morrisons, whose tragedy looks more
immediate if less brutal, but is, in reality,
insidious and divisive. Orphaned young, Kate
Morrison was her older brother Matt’s
protegee, her fascination for pond life fed by
his passionate interest in the natural world.
Now a zoologist, she can identify organisms
under a microscope but seems blind to the
state of her own emotional life. And she thinks
she’s outgrown her siblings—Luke, Matt,
and Bo—who were once her entire world. In
this universal drama of family love and
misunderstandings, of resentments harbored
and driven underground, Lawson ratchets up
the tension with heartbreaking humor and
consummate control, continually overturning
one’s expectations right to the very end.
Tragic, funny, unforgettable, Crow Lake is a
quiet tour de force that will catapult Mary
Lawson to the forefront of fiction writers today.
The Way the Crow Flies Arcadia
Publishing
On the hot Texas army base she calls
home, Katie spends the lazy days of her
summer waiting: waiting to grow up;
waiting for Dickie Mack to fall in love with
her; waiting for her breasts to blossom;
waiting for the beatings to stop. Since their
mother died, Katie and her older sister,
Diane, have struggled to understand their
increasingly distant, often violent father.
While Diane escapes into the arms of her
boyfriend, Katie hides in her room or
escapes to her best friend’s house—until
Katie’s admiration for her strong-willed
sister leads her on an adventure that
transforms her life. Written with an
unerring ability to capture the sadness of

growth, the pain of change, the nearly visible
vibrations that connect people, this beautiful
novel by the bestselling author of Open
House reminds us how wonderful—and
wounding—a deeper understanding of life
can be.
Crow Lake Dial Press
Mary Lawson's debut novel is a
shimmering tale of love, death and
redemption set in a rural northern
community where time has stood still.
Tragic, funny and unforgettable, this
deceptively simple masterpiece about the
perils of hero worship leapt to the top of the
bestseller lists only days after being released
in Canada and earned glowing reviews in
The New York Times and The Globe and
Mail, to name a few. It will be published in
more than a dozen countries worldwide,
including the U.S., the U.K., Germany,
Italy and Bulgaria. Luke, Matt, Kate and
Bo Morrison are born in an Ontario
farming community of only a few families,
so isolated that “the road led only
south.” There is little work, marriage
choices are few, and the winter cold seeps
into the bones of all who dare to live there.
In the Morrisons’ hard-working,
Presbyterian house, the Eleventh
Commandment is “Thou Shalt Not
Emote.” But as descendants of a great-
grandmother who “fixed a book rest to
her spinning wheel so that she could read
while she was spinning,” the Morrison
children have some hope of getting off the
land through the blessings of education.
Luke, the eldest, is accepted at teachers
college – despite having struggle mightily
through school – but before he can enroll,
the Morrison parents are killed in a
collision with a logging truck. He gives up
his place to stay home and raise his younger
sisters -- seven-year-old Kate, and Bo, still a
baby. In this family bound together by loss,
the closest relationship is that between Kate
and her older brother Matt, who love to
wander off to the ponds together and lie on
the bank, noses to the water. Matt teaches
his little sister to watch “damselflies
performing their delicate iridescent
dances,” to understand how water beetles
“carry down an air bubble with them
when they submerge.” The life in the
pond is one that seems to go on forever, in
contrast to the abbreviated lives of the
Morrison parents. Matt becomes Kate’s
hero and her guide, as his passionate
interest in the natural world sparks an equal
passion in Kate. Matt, a true scholar, is
expected to fulfill the family dream by
becoming the first Morrison to earn a
university degree. But a dramatic event
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changes his course, and he ends up a farmer;
so it is Kate who eventually earns the
doctorate and university teaching position.
She is never able to reconcile her success
with what she considers the tragedy of
Matt’s failure, and she feels a terrible guilt
over the sacrifices made for her. Now a
successful biologist in her twenties, she
nervously returns home with her partner, a
microbiologist from an academic family, to
celebrate Matt’s son’s birthday. Amid
the clash of cultures, Kate takes us in and
out of her troubled childhood memories.
Accustomed to dissecting organisms under a
microscope, she must now analyze her own
emotional life. She is still in turmoil over the
events of one fateful year when the tragedy
of another local family spilled over into her
own. There are things she cannot
understand or forgive. In this universal
drama of family love and
misunderstandings, Lawson ratchets up the
tension, her narrative flowing with
consummate control in ever-increasing
circles, overturning one’s expectations to
the end. Compared by Publishers Weekly to
Richard Ford for her lyrical, evocative
writing, Lawson combines deeply drawn
characters, beautiful writing and a powerful
description of the land.
10th Grade Random House
Mary Lawson’s #1 internationally bestselling
novels are stunning in their storytelling appeal,
for their unforgettable characters who have
become beloved to many thousands of readers,
for their depth of feeling, and in their nuanced
depiction of life in small-town rural Canada.
Set in the rough-hewn heart of the Canadian
Shield, Crow Lake brings us into the lives of a
young family, orphaned and bound close by
loss. Mary Lawson pays out their gripping,
emotionally and morally subtle story with
heartbreaking humour and consummate
control, overturning one’s expectations to the
end. In The Other Side of the Bridge, Lawson
weaves a slow-burning tale of two brothers’
jealousy and rivalry, and also of the
community they live in, decimated after World
War II. Deeply engaging in its tenderness, this
is a compellingly humane novel with a
shocking climax.
Crow Lake Createspace Independent Publishing
Platform
From the beloved and best-selling author of
Plainsong and Eventide comes a story of life and
death, and the ties that bind, once again set out on
the High Plains in Holt, Colorado. When Dad
Lewis is diagnosed with terminal cancer, he and
his wife, Mary, must work together to make his
final days as comfortable as possible. Their
daughter, Lorraine, hastens back from Denver to
help look after him; her devotion softens the bitter
absence of their estranged son, Frank, but this
cannot be willed away and remains a palpable
presence for all three of them. Next door, a young
girl named Alice moves in with her grandmother

and contends with the painful memories that Dad's
condition stirs up of her own mother's death.
Meanwhile, the town’s newly arrived preacher
attempts to mend his strained relationships with his
wife and teenaged son, a task that proves all the
more challenging when he faces the disdain of his
congregation after offering more than they are
accustomed to getting on a Sunday morning. And
throughout, an elderly widow and her middle-aged
daughter do everything they can to ease the pain of
their friends and neighbors. Despite the travails
that each of these families faces, together they form
bonds strong enough to carry them through the
most difficult of times. Bracing, sad and deeply
illuminating, Benediction captures the fullness of
life by representing every stage of it, including its
extinction, as well as the hopes and dreams that
sustain us along the way. Here Kent Haruf gives us
his most indelible portrait yet of this small town and
reveals, with grace and insight, the compassion, the
suffering and, above all, the humanity of its
inhabitants.
Durable Goods Vintage Canada
An absorbing novel of romance and
revolution, loyalty and family, sacrifice and
undying love We have three souls, or so I'd
been told. But only in death could I
confirm this.... So begins the haunting and
captivating tale, set in 1935 China, of the
ghost of a young woman named Leiyin,
who watches her own funeral from above
and wonders why she is being denied entry
to the afterlife. Beside her are three
souls—stern and scholarly yang; impulsive,
romantic yin; and wise, shining hun—who
will guide her toward understanding. She
must, they tell her, make amends. As Leiyin
delves back in time with the three souls to
review her life, she sees the spoiled and
privileged teenager she once was, a girl who
is concerned with her own desires while
China is fractured by civil war and social
upheaval. At a party, she meets Hanchin, a
captivating left-wing poet and translator,
and instantly falls in love with him. When
Leiyin defies her father to pursue Hanchin,
she learns the harsh truth—that she is
powerless over her fate. Her punishment
for disobedience leads to exile, an
unwanted marriage, a pregnancy, and,
ultimately, her death. And when she
discovers what she must do to be released
from limbo into the afterlife, Leiyin realizes
that the time for making amends is shorter
than she thought. Suffused with history and
literature, Three Souls is an epic tale of
revenge and betrayal, forbidden love, and
the price we are willing to pay for freedom.
Road Ends Vintage
In 1954, in the cookhouse of a logging and
sawmill settlement in northern New
Hampshire, an anxious twelve-year-old boy
mistakes the local constable’s girlfriend
for a bear. Both the twelve-year-old and his
father become fugitives, forced to run from

Coos County—to Boston, to southern
Vermont, to Toronto—pursued by the
implacable constable. Their lone protector
is a fiercely libertarian logger, once a river
driver, who befriends them. In a story
spanning five decades, Last Night in
Twisted River depicts the recent half-
century in the United States as “a living
replica of Coos County, where lethal
hatreds were generally permitted to run
their course.” What further distinguishes
Last Night in Twisted River is the
author’s unmistakable voice—the
inimitable voice of an accomplished
storyteller.
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