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Gods and Heroes of the Celts Oxford
University Press, USA
“Unusually accessible and useful . . . An eye-
opener to readers into the universality and
importance of myth in human history and
culture.”—William E. Paden, Chair,
Department of Religion, University of
Vermont For as long as human beings have
had language, they have had myths.

Mythology is our earliest form of literary
expression and the foundation of all history and
morality. Now, in Parallel Myths, classical
scholar J. F. Bierlein gathers the key myths
from all of the world's major traditions and
reveals their common themes, images, and
meanings. Parallel Myths introduces us to the
star players in the world's great myths—not only
the twelve Olympians of Greek mythology, but
the stern Norse Pantheon, the mysterious gods
of India, the Egyptian Ennead, and the
powerful deities of Native Americans, the
Chinese, and the various cultures of Africa and
Oceania. Juxtaposing the most potent stories
and symbols from each tradition, Bierlein
explores the parallels in such key topics as
creation myths, flood myths, tales of love,
morality myths, underworld myths, and visions

of the Apocalypse. Drawing on the work of
Joseph Campbell, Mircea Eliade, Carl Jung,
Karl Jaspers, Claude Lévi-Strauss, and others,
Bierlein also contemplates what myths mean,
how to identify and interpret the parallels in
myths, and how mythology has influenced
twentieth-century psychology, philosophy,
anthropology, and literary studies. “A first-
class introduction to mythology . . . Written
with great clarity and sensitivity.”—John G.
Selby, Associate Professor, Roanoke College
Early Irish Myths and Sagas Simon
and Schuster
Myths and Legends of the Celts is
a fascinating and wide-ranging
introduction to the mythology of
the peoples who inhabited the
northwestern fringes of Europe -
from Britain and the Isle of Man
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to Gaul and Brittany. Drawing on
recent historical and
archaeological research, as well
as literary and oral sources, the
guide looks at the gods and
goddesses of Celtic myth; at the
nature of Celtic religion, with
its rituals of sun and moon
worship; and at the druids who
served society as judges, diviners
and philosophers. It also examines
the many Celtic deities who were
linked with animals and such
natural phenomena as rivers and
caves, or who later became
associated with local Christian
saints. And it explores in detail
the rich variety of Celtic myths:
from early legends of King Arthur
to the stories of the Welsh
Mabinogi, and from tales of heroes
including Cúchulainn, Fionn mac
Cumhaill and the warrior queen
Medb to tales of shadowy
otherworlds - the homes of spirits
and fairies. What emerges is a
wonderfully diverse and fertile
tradition of myth making that has
captured the imagination of
countless generations, introduced
and explained here with compelling
insight.

The Myths, Legends and Early History of Ireland
Good Press
With an emphasis on exploring measurable
aspects of ancient narratives, Maths Meets Myths
sets out to investigate age-old material with new
techniques. This book collects, for the first time,
novel quantitative approaches to studying
sources from the past, such as chronicles, epics,
folktales, and myths. It contributes significantly
to recent efforts in bringing together natural
scientists and humanities scholars in
investigations aimed at achieving greater
understanding of our cultural inheritance.
Accordingly, each contribution reports on a
modern quantitative approach applicable to
narrative sources from the past, or describes
those which would be amenable to such
treatment and why they are important. This
volume is a unique state-of-the-art compendium
on an emerging research field which also
addresses anyone with interests in quantitative
approaches to humanities.
A Companion to Early Irish Saga Library of
Alexandria
In Ireland, the link between place and myth is
strong, and there is no more enlightening way
to understand the rich tapestry of Irish
mythology, and its relationship to our true
history, than by reading the landscape.
Earthing the Myths is an engaging and
exhaustive county-by-county guide to the vast

number of fascinating places in Ireland
connected to myth, folklore and early history.
Covering the period 800 BC to AD 650, this
book spans the Late Bronze Age, the Iron Age
and the early Christian period, and explores
the ways in which the land evolved, and with it
our catalogue of myths and legends. Smyth
chronicles sites the length and breadth of the
country, where druids, fairies, goddesses,
warriors and kings all left their mark, in tales
both real and imagined. With over one
thousand locations recorded, from Rathlin
Island to the Beara Peninsula, Earthing the
Myths breathes life into places throughout
Ireland that find their origins in our pre-
Christian and pre-Gaelic past, and shows that
they still possess unique wisdom and vibrant
energy.
From the Mystic Might of the Celtic
Warriors to the Magic of the Fey
Folk, the Storied History and
Folklore of Ireland, Scotland,
Brittany, and Wales Penguin UK
Ireland’s Immortals tells the story
of one of the world’s great
mythologies. The first account of
the gods of Irish myth to take in the
whole sweep of Irish literature in
both the nation’s languages, the
book describes how Ireland’s
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pagan divinities were transformed
into literary characters in the
medieval Christian era—and how
they were recast again during the
Celtic Revival of the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. A
lively narrative of supernatural
beings and their fascinating and
sometimes bizarre stories, Mark
Williams’s comprehensive history
traces how these gods—known as
the T�atha D� Danann—have
shifted shape across the centuries.
We meet the Morr�gan, crow
goddess of battle; the fire goddess
Brigit, who moonlights as a
Christian saint; the fairies who
inspired J.R.R. Tolkien’s elves; and
many others. Ireland’s Immortals
illuminates why these mythical
beings have loomed so large in the
world’s imagination for so long.
Early Irish Myths and Sagas Ballantine
Books
This collection brings together all of W.
B. Yeats’s published prose writings on
Irish folklore, legend and myth, with
pieces on subjects including ghosts,
kidnappers, fairies, ancient tribes,

precious stones and Gaelic love songs.
Through his researches on Irish folklore,
Yeats attempted to create a movement in
literature that was enriched by and rooted
in a vital native tradition. In this volume
Yeats’s essays, introductions and
sketches are presented chronologically,
giving a clear picture of how his analysis
developed, increasing in its depth and
complexity in his quest to create an
Ireland of the imagination.

An Introduction to Early Irish
Literature Thames & Hudson
Coire Sois, The Cauldron of
Knowledge: A Companion to Early
Irish Saga offers thirty-one previously
published essays by Tom�s �
Cathasaigh, which together constitute
a magisterial survey of early Irish
narrative literature in the vernacular.
� Cathasaigh has been called “the
father of early Irish literary criticism,”
with writings among the most
influential in the field. He pioneered
the analysis of the classic early Irish
tales as literary texts, a breakthrough
at a time when they were valued
mainly as repositories of grammatical
forms, historical data, and
mythological debris. All four of the
Mythological, Ulster, King, and Finn

Cycles are represented here in
readings of richness, complexity, and
sophistication, supported by absolute
philological rigor and yet easy for the
non-specialist to follow. The book
covers key terms, important
characters, recurring themes,
rhetorical strategies, and the narrative
logic of this literature. It also surveys
the work of the many others whose
explorations were launched by �
Cathasaigh's first encounters with the
literature. As the most authoritative
single volume on the essential texts
and themes of early Irish saga, this
collection will be an indispensable
resource for established scholars, and
an ideal introduction for newcomers to
one of the richest and most under-
studied literatures of medieval Europe.
The Mammoth Book of Celtic Myths
and Legends Constable Limited
Introduce yourself to the noble heroes
and magical creatures of Irish
mythology. Includes the two definitive
works on the subject by the giants of
the Irish Renaissance. W.B. Yeates'
Fairy and Folk Tales of the Irish
Peasantry and Lady Gregory's
Cuchulain of Muirthemne.
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A Book of Irish Legends OUP Oxford
In Iceland, the age of the Vikings is
also known as the Saga Age. A unique
body of medieval literature, the Sagas
rank with the world’s great literary
treasures – as epic as Homer, as deep
in tragedy as Sophocles, as engagingly
human as Shakespeare. Set around the
turn of the last millennium, these
stories depict with an astonishingly
modern realism the lives and deeds of
the Norse men and women who first
settled in Iceland and of their
descendants, who ventured farther
west to Greenland and, ultimately,
North America. Sailing as far from the
archetypal heroic adventure as the
long ships did from home, the Sagas
are written with psychological
intensity, peopled by characters with
depth, and explore perennial human
issues like love, hate, fate and
freedom.

Beyond the Mist Oxford University
Press
Ireland's oldest traditions
excavated via archaeological,
genetic, and linguistic research,
culminating in atruly

groundbreaking publication
Following his account of Irish
origins drawing on archaeology,
genetics, and linguistics, J. P.
Mallory returns to the subject to
investigate what he calls the Irish
Dreamtime: the native Irish retelling
of their own origins, as related by
medieval manuscripts. He explores
the historical backbone of this
version of the earliest history of
Ireland, which places apparently
mythological events on a concrete
timeline of invasions, colonization,
and royal reigns that extends even
further back in time than the history
of classical Greece. The
juxtaposition of traditional
Dreamtime tales and scientific facts
expands on what we already know
about the way of life in Iron Age
Ireland. By comparing the world
depicted in the earliest Irish literary
tradition with the archaeological
evidence available on the ground,
Mallory explores Ireland’s rich
mythological tradition and tests its
claims to represent reality.

Celtic Mythology Merrion Press
This is the tale of the coming of the
Irish to Ireland, and of the men and
women who made that emerald isle
their own.

Literary Sources for Ancient Celtic
Europe and Early Ireland and Wales
Macmillan
In the early centuries, Celtic
mythology survived as a primarily
oral tradition, influenced
significantly by the geography of its
lands. Sagas and legends were
passed down from one generation
to the next through storytelling; it
was only after the Roman conquest
that some of these myths were
recorded in writing. Even so, this
was often done by Christian monks
closer to the 11th century, who
recorded the stories themselves
but stripped away the original
beliefs and earlier religious
overtones. The ancient Celts were
neither a race nor a nation. They
were a varied people bound
together by language, customs, and
religion rather than by any
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centralized government. We are
talking about a vast and variegated
culture that made its presence felt
from the Iberian peninsula (Spain
and Portugal) and Ireland to the
frontiers of Liguria in Italy and the
upper Danube. Suffice it to say,
their mythology rather mirrored
this multifarious scope, with various
tribes, chiefdoms, and even later
kingdoms having their own set of
folklore and pantheons. Basically
what that means is that 'the Celts'
doesn't describe a single cohesive
group of people. However, the Celts
were anything but barbarians, and
many aspects of their culture and
language have survived through the
centuries. The ancient Celts had a
vibrant mythology made up of
hundreds of tales. Adventure,
heroism, romance, and magic are a
few of the elements that make
Celtic mythology one of the most
entrancing mythologies of Europe.
Celtic mythology comes from
several regions and different tribes.
The bulk of them are from Ireland

and also Wales. Early Irish myths
blend mythology and history by
describing how Ireland was settled
by different groups of Celtic deities
and humans. Filled with magic and
excitement, the tales tell of battles
between forces of light and
darkness. They describe a time
when gods lived not in the heavens
but on earth, using their powers to
create civilization in Ireland and to
bring fertility to the land. There are
four cycles, or groups, of connected
stories. The Mythological Cycle
focuses on the activities of the
Celtic gods, describing how five
races of supernatural beings battled
to gain control of Ireland. The chief
god was Dagda, whose magic
cauldron could bring the dead back
to life. The Ulster Cycle recounts
the deeds of warriors and heroes,
especially Cuchulain, the warrior
and champion of Ireland. The
Historical Cycle tells of the
adventures and battles of legendary
Irish kings. The Fenian Cycle deals
with the heroic Finn Mac Cumhail,

or Finn Mac Cool, leader of a band
of bold warriors known as the
Fianna. This cycle is filled with
exciting adventures and tales of
hand-to-hand combat. Welsh
mythology is found in the
Mabinogion, a collection of 11 tales.
In the Welsh myths, as in those of
Ireland, the heroes often are half
human and half divine and may have
magical powers. Many of the stories
in the Mabinogion deal with
Arthurian legends, accounts of the
deeds of Britain's heroic King
Arthur and his knights.
Early Irish Myths and Sagas Irish
Literary Studies
"The Destruction of D� Derga's
Hostel" by Anonymous (translated by
Whitley Stokes). Published by Good
Press. Good Press publishes a wide
range of titles that encompasses
every genre. From well-known
classics & literary fiction and non-
fiction to forgotten�or yet
undiscovered gems�of world
literature, we issue the books that
need to be read. Each Good Press
edition has been meticulously edited
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and formatted to boost readability for
all e-readers and devices. Our goal is
to produce eBooks that are user-
friendly and accessible to everyone in
a high-quality digital format.
Celtic Mythology Penguin UK
Examinations of the use of classical Latin
texts, themes and techniques in medieval
Irish narrative.

Tales of Gods, Goddesses, and Heroes
Hachette UK
Early Irish Myths and SagasPenguin
UK
The Book of Celtic Myths Penguin UK
'These legends are the action-packed
stories - of ancient heroes, huge battles,
attempted invasions, prophecies and
spells, clashes between the underworld
and the real world, abductions, love
affairs and feasts - which have fascinated
the Irish mind for more than 2,000 years
. . . Most of them have an extraordinary,
stark narrative sweep, with a marvellous
sense of detail . . . Heaney writes directly
and fluently . . . with great tact and skill.'
Sunday Times
Lady Gregory's Complete Irish
Mythology Penguin UK
A reproduction of the author's classic
retelling of the heroic tales of Celtic
mythology, Gods and Fighting Men,
includes the original preface by poet

William Butler Yeats and a pronunciation
guide to Gaelic names and places.

Writings on Irish Folklore, Legend
and Myth Forge Books
Though men dominated early Irish
society, women dominated the
supernatural. Goddesses of war,
fertility, and sovereignty ordered
human destiny. Christian monks, in
recording the old stories, turned
these pagan deities into saints, like
St Brigit, or into mortal queens like
Medb of Connacht. The Morrigan,
the Great Queen, war goddess,
remains a figure of awe, but her
pagan functions are glossed over.
She perches, crow of battle, on the
dying warrior CuChulainn's pillar
stone, but her role as his tutelary
deity, and as planner and fomentor
of the whole tremendous Tain, the
war between Ulster and Connacht,
is obscured. Unlike the Anglo-Irish
authors who in modern times
treated the same material in
English, the good Irish monks were
not shocked by her sexual
aggressiveness. They show her

coupling with the Dagda, the 'good
god' of the Tuatha De Danann
before the second battle of Mag
Tuired, but they conceal that this
act - by a goddess of war, fertility
and sovereignty - gives the Dagda's
people victory and the possession
of Ireland. Or they reduce the
sovereignty to allegory - when Niall
of the Nine Hostages sleeps with
the Hag she is allegorical of the
trials of kingship! With the English
invasion and colonization, the power
of the goddesses diminishes
further. The book shows the fall in
status of the pagan goddesses, first
under medieval Christianity and
then under Anglo-Irish culture. That
this fall shows a loss in the
recognition of the roles of women
seems evident from the texts. This
human loss only begins to be
restored when, presiding over the
severed heads in Yeats's The Death
of Cuchulain, the Morrigu declares,
'I arranged the Dance.'
Ireland's Immortals Penguin UK
Randy Lee Eickhoff continues his
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translation of the Ulster Cycle, often
referred to as the Red Branch Cycle,
the large corpus of work that is
primarily responsible for establishing
the cultural identity of today's Ireland.
In this collection of Ireland's famous
myths, Eickhoff once again proves his
mastery of translation and his ability
to give these classic tales new life.
Here he presents more than twenty
stories that reveal ancient Irish culture
as it's seldom been seen before. All of
the characters of Irish myth receive
new life and are presented in vibrant
and unique ways. In addition, by
providing introductions to the tales,
Eickhoff gives insight into the legends
that formed the identity of a people. In
the pre-Christian era, when warriors
fought from chariots, Druids provided
the mystical answers to the universe,
and men and women believed strongly
in magic, these stories begin. Prepare
to enter Randy Lee Eickhoff's Ireland.
At the Publisher's request, this title is
being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.
Irish Myths and Legends Marboro
Books
Irish tales, first written down in the

eighth century, deal with the birth,
childhood, courtship, premonitions, and
death of gods, goddesses, and mortals
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