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A perceptive and
powerful debut of
identity and
belonging—of a
young woman
determined to be
seen. Willa Chen
has never quite fit
in. Growing up as
a biracial Chinese
American girl in
New Jersey, Willa
felt both
hypervisible and
unseen, too Asian
to fit in at her
mostly white
school, and too
white to speak to
the few Asian
kids around. After
her parents’ early
divorce, they both
remarried and
started new
families, and Willa
grew up feeling
outside of their
new lives, too.
For years, Willa
does her best to
stifle her feelings
of loneliness,

drifting through
high school and
then college as
she tries to quiet
the unease inside
her. But when she
begins working
for the Adriens—a
wealthy white
family in
Tribeca—as a
nanny for their
daughter, Bijou,
Willa is
confronted with
all of the things
she never had. As
she draws closer
to the family and
eventually moves
in with them,
Willa finds herself
questioning who
she is, and
revisiting a
childhood where
she never felt
fully at home. Self-
examining and
fraught with the
emotions of a
family who fails
and loves in equal

measure, Win Me
Something is a
nuanced coming-
of-age debut
about the
irreparable
fissures between
people, and a
young woman who
asks what it really
means to belong,
and how she
might begin to
define her own
life.
My Grandmother's
Braid Comma
Press
After the ceasefire
in 1988, the
devastation to the
landscape of Iraq
wrought by the
longest war of the
twentieth
century—the Iran-
Iraq
War—becomes
visible. Eight years
of fighting have
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turned nature
upside down, with
vast wastelands
being left behind. In
southeastern Iraq,
along the shores of
the Shatt al-Arab
River, the groves of
date palm trees
have withered. No
longer bearing fruit,
their leaves have
turned a bright
yellow. There, Iraqi
forces had blocked
the entry points of
the river’s
tributaries and
streams, preventing
water from flowing
to the trees and
vegetation. Yet,
surveying this
destruction from
the sky, a strip of
land bursting with
green can be seen.
Beginning from the

Shatt al-Arab River
and reaching to the
fringes of the
western desert,
several kilometers
wide, it appears as a
lush oasis of some
kind. The secret of
this fertility,
sustaining villages
and remaining
soldiers, is unclear.
But it is said that
one old woman is
responsible for this
lifeline.
Vegetable
Literacy
Cambridge
University Press
Arjuna and the
Hunter, by the
sixth-century poet
Bharavi, portrays
Arjuna's travels to
the Himalayas,
where Shiva tests
the hero's
courage in

combat and
bestows upon him
an invincible
weapon. This is a
masterful
contemplation of
ethical conduct,
ascetic discipline,
and religious
devotion--enduring
themes in Indian
literature.
Did Muhammad
Exist? Feminist
Press at CUNY
A corrupt police
officer trawls the
streets of Cairo on
the most
important
assignment of his
career: the answer
to the truth of all
existence⋯ A
young journalist
struggles over the
obituary of a
nightclub
dancer⋯ A man
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slowly loses his
mind in one of the
city’s new desert
developments...
There is a saying
that, whoever you
are, if you come to
Cairo you will find
a hundred people
just like you. For
over a thousand
years, the city on
the banks of the
Nile has welcomed
travellers from
around the world.
But in recent years
Cairo has also
been a stage for
expressions of
short-lived hope,
political
disappointments
and a violent
repression that can
barely be written
about. These ten
short stories

showcase some of
the most exciting,
emerging voices in
Egypt, guiding us
through one of the
world’s largest
and most historic
cities as it is today
– from its slums
to its villas, its bars
and its balconies,
through its
infamous traffic.
Appearing in
English for the first
time, these stories
evoke the sadness
and loss of the
modern city, as
well as its humour
and beauty.
Translated by
Adam Talib,
Raphael Cohen,
Basma Ghalayini,
Thoraya El-
Rayyes, Raph
Cormack, Andrew

Leber, Ruth
Ahmedzai Kemp,
Elisabeth Jaquette,
Kareem James
Abu-Zeid &
Yasmine Seale.
One of World
Literature Today's
75 Notable
Translations of
2019. '[The Book
of Cairo] has no
need for camels or
pyramids or an
exaggeration of
whatever the
Western eye is
looking for.
Reading it feels
like sitting in a cafe
in Cairo with
young literary men
and women,
listening to their
stories that dig
deep into what
Cairo is and is
not.' - Asymptote
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Journal 'Though
each story in The
Book of Cairo is
unique – ten
stories by ten
writers, translated
by ten translators
– they feed into
one another
artfully, like a
movie soundtrack,
a concept album,
or a full novel. The
cogs of Cairo turn
through this book,
and they move
faster and more
erratically as the
pages turn – just
as life in Cairo
itself does.' - Books
and Bao
Iraq + 100
American
University in Cairo
Press
A young bride shuts
herself up in a

bedroom on her
wedding day,
refusing to get
married. In this
moving and
humorous look at
contemporary Israel
and the chaotic ups
and downs of love
everywhere, her
family gathers
outside the locked
door, not knowing
what to do. The
bride's mother has
lost a younger
daughter in unclear
circumstances. Her
grandmother is hard
of hearing, yet
seems to understand
her better than
anyone. A male
cousin who likes to
wear women’s
clothes and jewelry
clings to his
grandmother like a
little boy. The
family tries an array

of unusual tactics to
ensure the wedding
goes ahead,
including calling in
a psychologist
specializing in
brides who change
their mind and a
ladder truck from
the Palestinian
Authority electrical
company. The only
communication they
receive from behind
the door are
scribbled notes, one
of them a cryptic
poem about a
prodigal daughter
returning home. The
harder they try to
reach the defiant
woman, the more
the despairing
groom is convinced
that her refusal
should be respected.
But what, exactly,
ought to be
respected? Is this
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merely a case of cold
feet? A feminist
statement? Or a
mourning ritual for
a lost sister? This
provocative and
highly entertaining
novel lingers long
after its final page.
Tea at the Grand
Tazi Deep Vellum
Publishing
A NATIONAL
JEWISH BOOK
AWARD
FINALIST A
Recommended
Book From: The
New York Times
* Good Morning
America *
Entertainment
Weekly * Electric
Literature * The
New York Post *
Alma * The
Millions * Book
Riot A

commanding debut
and a poignant
coming-of-age
story about a
devout Jewish high
school student
whose plunge into
the secularized
world threatens
everything he
knows of himself
Ari Eden’s life has
always been
governed by strict
rules. In ultra-
Orthodox
Brooklyn, his days
are dedicated to
intense study and
religious rituals,
and adolescence
feels profoundly
lonely. So when
his family
announces that
they are moving to
a glitzy Miami
suburb, Ari seizes

his unexpected
chance for
reinvention.
Enrolling in an
opulent Jewish
academy, Ari is
stunned by his
peers’ dizzying
wealth, ambition,
and shameless
pursuit of life’s
pleasures. When
the academy’s
golden boy, Noah,
takes Ari under his
wing, Ari finds
himself entangled
in the school’s
most exclusive and
wayward group.
These friends are
magnetic and
defiant—especially
Evan, the brooding
genius of the
bunch, still living
in the shadow of
his mother’s
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death. Influenced
by their
charismatic rabbi,
the group begins
testing their
religion in
unconventional
ways. Soon Ari
and his friends are
pushing moral
boundaries and
careening toward a
perilous
future—one in
which the
traditions of their
faith are
repurposed to
mysterious, tragic
ends. Mesmerizing
and playful,
heartrending and
darkly romantic,
The Orchard
probes the
conflicting forces
that determine who
we become: the

heady relationships
of youth, the allure
of greatness, the
doctrines we
inherit, and our
concealed desires.
The Membranes
Other Press, LLC
A brilliantly
authentic, well-
crafted tale of
naivety, betrayal and
personal resolution,
set against the
colourful backdrop of
bustling souks,
Moroccan sunsets
and dust-filled
streets... An
engrossing read.
Polly Courtney Maia
is leaving London to
paint in the bright
sunlight and exotic
setting of Morocco.
Working as an
assistant to a once
famous Historian, she
is lured in by her new
surroundings,
promising excitement
and, more

importantly, freedom.
In the final days of a
North African
summer, a sense of
boredom and unease
pervades the city.
Maia is drawn
unwillingly into the
ways in which the
clientele of the
renowned Grand Tazi
pass their increasingly
long, hot evenings. As
the intense heat wears
down her resistance,
Maia succumbs to
vice. The light that
she once sought
becomes eclipsed by
shadowy dealings.
Can Maia take back
control of her new life
and, if so, does she
even want to?

Sarmada
Columbia
University Press
Presenting a
diverse and
dazzling
collection from all
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over the continent,
from Morocco to
Zimbabwe,
Uganda to Kenya.
Helon Habila
focuses on
younger, newer
writers - contrasted
with some of their
older, more
established peers -
to give a
fascinating picture
of a new and more
liberated Africa.
These writers are
characterized by
their engagement
with the wider
world and the
opportunities
offered by the end
of apartheid, the
end of civil wars
and dictatorships,
and the
possibilities of free
movement. Their

work is inspired by
travel and exile.
They are liberated,
global and
expansive. As
Dambudzo
Marechera wrote:
'If you're a writer
for a specific
nation or specific
race, then f***
you." These are the
stories of a new
Africa, punchy,
self-confident and
defiant. Includes
stories by: Fatou
Diome; Aminatta
Forna; Manuel
Rui; Patrice
Nganang; Leila
Aboulela; Zo
Wicomb; Alaa Al
Aswany; Doreen
Baingana; E.C.
Osondu.
The Secret Life of
Saeed, the Ill-fated

Pessoptimist Murty
Classical Library of
India
On the centenary of
the Balfour
Declaration, which
was also the fiftieth
anniversary of the
since the Six-day
War and the tenth
anniversary of the
Blockade of Gaza,
Justin
Butcher—along with
ten other
companions (and
another hundred
joining him at
points along the
way)—walked from
London to
Jerusalem as an act
of solidarity,
penance, and hope.
Weaving in history
of the Holy Land as
he moves across
Europe, from
Balfour and
Christian Zionism,
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to colonialism and
Jerusalem
Syndrome, from
desert spirituality to
the lives of his
fellow travelers,
Walking to
Jerusalem is a
chronicle of
serendipity, the
hilarious, the
infuriating, and,
occasionally, an
encounter with the
Divine.
The Hashish
Waiter IGI Global
“Rania Abouzeid
has produced a
work of stunning
reportage from the
very heart of the
conflict, daring to
go to the most
dangerous places
in order to get the
story.” —Dexter
Filkins, Pulitzer
Prize-winning

author of The
Forever War
Award-winning
journalist Rania
Abouzeid dissects
the tangle of
ideologies and
allegiances that
make up the Syrian
conflict through
the dramatic
stories of four
young people
seeking safety and
freedom in a
shattered country.
Hailed by critics,
No Turning Back
masterfully
“[weaves] together
the lives of
protestors, victims,
and remorseless
killers at the center
of this century’s
most appalling
human tragedy”
(Robert F. Worth).

Based on more
than five years of
fearless,
clandestine
reporting, No
Turning Back
brings readers
deep inside Bashar
al-Assad’s
prisons, to covert
meetings where
foreign states and
organizations
manipulated the
rebels, and to the
highest levels of
Islamic militancy
and the formation
of the Islamic
State. An utterly
engrossing human
drama full of
vivid, indelible
characters, No
Turning Back
shows how hope
can flourish even
amid one of the
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twenty-first
century’s greatest
humanitarian
disasters. Winner
of the Overseas
Press Club of
America's
Cornelius Ryan
Award for the best
non-fiction book
on international
affairs and a
finalist for the
Lionel Gelber
Prize.
The Orchard
Quercus Publishing
A haunting
contemporary novel,
longlisted for the
International Prize of
Arabic Fiction,
Huddud's House is a
rich tale of love in the
time of war, based in
the storied city of
Damascus. How far
is love willing to
travel in search of its
own lost voice?

When tyranny
unleashes destructive
forces that threaten to
overwhelm a country,
what are the effects on
the lives and choices
of ordinary humans?
When citizens become
inhabitants of a land
of extremes, what do
they do, to whom do
they flee? Shadowing
the days of Syria’s
Arab spring, Fadi
Azzam’s epic novel,
Huddud’s House—a
haunting,
contemporary novel
rooted in the soil of
Damascus, the oldest
inhabited city in
humanity—is a
sprawling tale of love
in time of war.
Focusing on a quartet
of characters torn
between leaving and
returning to
Damascus, it follows
intertwining stories of
love and violence to
their boundaries.
Azzam writes the

spirit of resilience and
resistance of the
Syrian peoples. A
saga on the dangers of
ignoring threats or
forgetting atrocities,
he braves a long-
distance search for his
people’s voice, one
that violence cannot
silence.

Women and
Muslim Family
Laws in Arab
States Portobello
Books
Magical realism
can lay claim to
being one of most
recognizable
genres of prose
writing. It mingles
the probable and
improbable, the
real and the
fantastic, and it
provided the late-
twentieth century
novel with an
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infusion of creative
energy in Latin
America, Africa,
Asia, and beyond.
Writers such as
Alejo Carpentier,
Gabriel García
Márquez, Isabel
Allende, Salman
Rushdie, Ben Okri,
and many others
harnessed the
resources of
narrative realism
to the
representation of
folklore, belief,
and fantasy. This
book sheds new
light on magical
realism, exploring
in detail its global
origins and
development. It
offers new
perspectives of the
history of the ideas
behind this literary

tradition, including
magic, realism,
otherness,
primitivism,
ethnography,
indigeneity, and
space and time.
Always Coca-Cola
New Vessel Press
In the shadows of
great wealth, and
among Cairo’s
famous monuments,
runs a world of
street children.
Mustafa, a former
student radical who
never really
believed in the
slogans, sets out to
tell their story
through a
documentary he is
making with his
American
girlfriend, Marcia.
Alienated from a
corrupt and
corrupting society,

Mustafa watches as
the Cairo he
cherishes crumbles
around him. His
former leftist
comrades are now
all either capitalists
or Islamists, while
his friends and
acquaintances
struggle to find
lovers worthy of
their love and
causes worthy of
their sacrifice, in a
country that no
longer deserves their
loyalty. Meanwhile,
the children of the
streets wait for the
city to take notice.
Cairo Swan Song
weaves together a
patchwork narrative
of overlapping lives,
dreams, and realities
all centering on
Cairo’s famous
downtown
neighborhood.
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Bruno's Challenge
Simon and
Schuster
A number of Arab
states have
recently either
codified Muslim
family law for the
first time, or have
issued
amendments or
new laws which
significantly
impact the
statutory rights of
women as wives,
mothers and
daughters. In
Women and
Muslim Family
Laws in Arab
States Lynn
Welchman
examines women's
rights in Muslim
family laws in
Arab states across
the Middle East

while also
surveying the
public debates
surrounding the
issues. The author
considers these
new laws
alongside older
statutes to
comment on the
patterns and
dynamics of
change both in the
texts of the laws,
and in the
processes through
by which they are
drafted and issued.
She draws on
original legal texts
and explanatory
statements as well
as on extensive
secondary
literature particular
to certain states for
an insight into
practice, and on;

interventions by
women's rights
organizations and
other parties to the
debate in the press
and in advocacy
materials. The
discussions are set
in the
contemporary
global context that
'internationalises'
the domestic and
regional
debates.The book
considers laws in
states from the
Gulf to North
Africa in regard to
their approaches to
issues of
codification
processes and
issues of and of
registration,
capacity and
guardianship in
marriage,
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polygyny, the
marital
relationship,
divorce and child
custody. --
Publisher
description.
The ?am?sa of Ab?
Tamm?m Interlink
Books
Throughout the
turbulent history of
the Levant the
'Alawis - a
secretive, resilient
and ancient Muslim
sect - have aroused
suspicion and
animosity,
including
accusations of
religious heresy.
More recently they
have been tarred
with the brush of
political separatism
and complicity in
the excesses of the
Assad regime,

claims that have
gained greater
traction since the
onset of the Syrian
uprising and
subsequent
devastating civil
war. The
contributors to this
book provide a
complex and
nuanced reading of
Syria's 'Alawi
communities -from
loyalist gangs
(Shabiha) to
outspoken critics of
the regime. Drawing
upon wide-ranging
research that
examines the
historic, political
and social dynamics
of the 'Alawi and the
Syrian state, the
current tensions are
scrutinised and fresh
insights offered.
Among the themes
addressed are

religious practice,
social identities, and
relations to the
Ba'ath party, the
Syrian state and the
military apparatus.
The analysis also
extends to Lebanon
with a focus on the
embattled 'Alawi
community of Jabal
Mohsen in Tripoli
and state relations
with Hizballah amid
the current crisis.
The Sorrows of
Mexico Penguin
UK
The acclaimed
author of The
Hottest Dishes of
the Tartar Cuisine
“explores the
peculiarities of
familial relations
to tremendous
result”
(Asymptote). A
Lit Hub Most
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Anticipated Book
of 2021 Max lives
with his
grandparents in a
residential home
for refugees in
Germany. When
his grandmother—a
terrifying,
stubborn matriarch
and a former
Russian primadonn
a—moved them
from the
Motherland it was
in search of a
better life. But she
is not at all pleased
with how things
are run in
Germany: the
doctors and
teachers are
incompetent, the
food is toxic, and
the Germans are
generally
untrustworthy. His

grandmother has
been telling Max
that he is an inept,
clueless weakling
since he was a
child and she’d
spend the day
sitting in the back
of his classroom to
be sure he came to
no harm. While he
may be a dolt in
his grandmother’s
eyes, Max is bright
enough to notice
that his stoic and
taciturn
grandfather has
fallen hopelessly
in love with their
neighbor, Nina.
When a child is
born to Nina that is
the spitting image
of Max’s
grandfather, things
come to a hilarious
if dramatic head.

Everybody will
have to learn to
defend themselves
from Max’s all-
powerful
grandmother.
Alina Bronsky,
author of The
Hottest Dishes of
the Tartar Cuisine,
writes of family
dysfunction and
machinations with
a droll and biting
humor, a
tremendous ear for
dialog, and a
generous heart that
is forgiving of
human weakness.
“[A] comic feel-
bad novel.
Bronsky has a
Dickensian flair
for writing about
miserable
children—or, rather,
the miseries of
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childhood.”
—Vulture
The Granta Book of
the African Short
Story Candlewick
Press
A cult classic by
Morocco’s
foremost writer of
life on the margins.
Malika Moustadraf
(1969–2006) is a
feminist icon in
contemporary
Moroccan
literature,
celebrated for her
stark interrogation
of gender and
sexuality in North
Africa. Blood Feast
is the complete
collection of
Moustadraf’s
published short
fiction: haunting,
visceral stories by a
master of the genre.
A teenage girl
suffers through a

dystopian rite of
passage?,? a man
with kidney disease
makes desperate
attempts to secure
treatment?, and a
mother schemes to
ensure her daughter
passes a virginity
test. Delighting in
vibrant sensory
detail and rich slang,
Moustadraf takes an
unflinching look at
the gendered body,
social class, illness,
double standards,
and desire, as lived
by a diverse cast of
characters. Blood
Feast is a sharp
provocation to
patriarchal power
and a celebration of
the life and genius
of one of Morocco’s
preeminent writers.
Global Tensions in
Financial Markets
Tin House Books

The narrator of
Always Coca-Cola,
Abeer Ward
(fragrant rose, in
Arabic), daughter of
a conservative
family, admits
wryly that her name
is also the name of
her father’s flower
shop. Abeer’s
bedroom window is
filled by a view of a
Coca-Cola sign
featuring the image
of her sexually
adventurous friend,
Jana. From the
novel’s opening
paragraph—“When
my mother was
pregnant with me,
she had only one
craving. That
craving was for Coc
a-Cola”—first-time
novelist Alexandra
Chreiteh asks us to
see, with wonder,
humor, and dismay,
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how inextricably
confused naming
and desire, identity
and branding are.
The names—and the
novel’s edgy,
cynical
humor—might be
recognizable across
languages, but
Chreiteh’s novel is
first and foremost an
exploration of a
specific Lebanese
milieu. Critics in
Lebanon have called
the novel “an
electric shock.”
Arjuna and the
Hunter Oxford
University Press
Khartoum,
according to one
theory, takes its
name from the
Beja word
hartooma,
meaning meeting
place .

Geographically,
culturally and
historically, the
Sudanese capital is
certainly that: a
meeting place of
the Blue and White
Niles, a confluence
of Arabic and
African histories,
and a destination
point for countless
refugees displaced
by Sudan s long,
troubled history of
forced migration.
In the pages of this
book the first
major anthology of
Sudanese stories to
be translated into
English the city
also stands as a
meeting place for
ideas: where the
promise and
glamour of the big
city meets its

tough social
realities; where
traces of a colonial
past are still visible
in day-to-day life;
where the dreams
of a young boy,
playing in his
fathers shop, act
out a future that
may one day be
his. Diverse
literary styles also
come together
here: the political
satire of Ahmed al-
Malik; the
surrealist poetics
of Bushra al-Fadil;
the social realism
of the first
postcolonial
authors; and the
lyrical abstraction
of the new Iksir
generation. As
with any great city,
it is from these
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complex tensions
that the best stories
begin. "An
exciting, long-
awaited collection
showcasing some
of Sudan's finest
writers. There is
urgency behind the
deceptively
languorous voices
and a piercing
vitality to the
shorter forms.
These writers lay
claim over the
contradictions and
fusions of the
capital city - Nile
and drought,
urbanization and
village ties, what is
African and what
is Arab." - Leila
Aboulela
And the Bride
Closed the Door
Influx Press

It is the late twenty-
first century, and
Momo is the most
celebrated dermal
care technician in all
of T City. Humanity
has migrated to
domes at the bottom
of the sea to escape
devastating climate
change. The world
is dominated by
powerful media
conglomerates and
runs on exploited
cyborg labor. Momo
prefers to keep to
herself, and anyway
she’s too busy for
other relationships:
her clients include
some of the city’s
best-known media
personalities. But
after meeting her
estranged mother,
she begins to
explore her true
identity, a journey
that leads to

questioning the
bounds of gender,
memory, self, and
reality. First
published in Taiwan
in 1995, The
Membranes is a
classic of queer
speculative fiction
in Chinese. Chi Ta-
wei weaves
dystopian
tropes—heirloom
animals, radiation-
proof combat
drones, sinister
surveillance
technologies—into a
sensitive portrait of
one young woman’s
quest for self-
understanding.
Predicting
everything from
fitness tracking to
social media
saturation, this
visionary and
sublime novel
stands out for its
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queer and trans
themes. The
Membranes reveals
the diversity and
originality of
contemporary
speculative fiction
in Chinese,
exploring gender
and sexuality,
technological
domination, and
regimes of capital,
all while applying
an unflinching self-
reflexivity to the
reader’s own role.
Ari Larissa
Heinrich’s
translation brings
Chi’s hybrid punk
sensibility to all
readers interested in
books that test the
limits of where
speculative fiction
can go.
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