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Feminism and Film Theory Columbia University Press
The notion of identification, especially in the discourse of feminist theory, has come
sharply and dramatically into focus with the recent interest in such topics as queer
performativity, cross-dressing, and racial passing. Identification Papers is the first
book to track the evolution of identification's emergence in psychoanalytic theory.
Diana Fuss seeks to understand where this notion of identification has come from,
and why it has emerged as one of the most difficult problems in contemporary theory
and politics. Identification Papers situates the recent critical interest in identification
in the intellectual tradition that first gave the idea its theoretical relevance:
psychoanalysis. Fuss begins from the assumption that identification has a history, and
that the term carries with it a host of theoretical problems, conceptual difficulties,
and ideological complications. By tracking the evolution of identification in Freud's
work over a forty year period, Fuss demonstrates how the concept of identification is
neither a theoretically neutral notion nor a politically innocent one. Identification
Papers closely examines the three principal figures -- gravity, ingestion, and infection
-- that psychoanalysis invokes to theorize identification. Fuss then deconstructs the
psychoanalytic theory of identification in order to open up the possibility of more
innovative rethinkings of the political. Drawing on literature, film, and Freud's own
case histories, and engaging with a wide range of disciplines -- including critical
theory, philosophy, film theory, cultural studies, psychoanalysis, and feminism --
Identification Papers will be a necessary starting point in any future theoretical
project that seeks to mobilize the concept of identification for a feminist politics.
Lacan and Critical Feminism MIT Press
This worthy successor to Psychoanalysis and Feminism is both a defense of the long-dismissed diagnosis of
hysteria as a centerpiece of the human condition and a plea for a new understanding of the influence of
sibling and peer relationships. Juliet Mitchell argues that, because it our first social relationship, the sibling

relationship is crucial to development, and that it is a critical failure of psychoanalysis and other psychological
theories of development to obscure and ignore the importance of siblings and peers. In Mad Men and
Medusas Mitchell traces the history of hysteria from the Greek "wandering womb" to modern-day psychiatric
diagnoses, arguing that we need to reclaim hysteria to understand how distress and trauma express themselves
in different societies and different times. Using fascinating examples from anthropology, Freud's case studies,
literature, and her own clinical practice, Mitchell convincingly demonstrates that while hysteria may have
disappeared as a disease, it is still a critical factor in understanding psychological development through the life
cycle.
Psychoanalysis And Feminism Bloomsbury Publishing
Incorporating autobiography as well as reflections on relations between mothers and daughters,
psychoanalysis, feminist theorizing, race, and modernist political theories and philosophies, renowned
feminist theorist Jane Flax brings together eight of her most recent essays in Disputed Subjects.
‘Indisputably required reading ... Lively, sophisticated, and challenging discussions at the crucial
intersection of feminist, psychoanalytic, and political ideas. Jane Flax allows her own multiple and
conflicting identities into open dialogue, and the result is a promontory on the postmodern landscape.’
– Kenneth J. Gergen ‘Jane Flax is one of the most challenging women writing today ... It is the well-
informed voice of sanity, balance and courage.’ – Phyllis Grosskurth ‘Jane Flax’s bold new book
challenges orthodoxies in feminism, psychoanalysis, and postmodernism. By questioning the questions
that have been taken to define these fields, she demonstrates once again the originality of her thinking.’
– Alison M. Jaggar
Female Subjects in Black and White Routledge
With Sigmund Freud notoriously flummoxed about what women want, any
encounter between psychoanalysis and feminism would seem to promise a
standoff. But in this lively, often surprising history, Mari Jo Buhle
reveals that the twentieth century's two great theories of liberation
actually had a great deal to tell each other. Starting with Freud's 1909
speech to an audience that included the feminist and radical Emma Goldman,
Buhle recounts all the twists and turns this exchange took in the United
States up to the recent American vogue of Jacques Lacan. While chronicling
the contributions of feminism to the development of psychoanalysis, she
also makes an intriguing case for the benefits psychoanalysis brought to
feminism. From the first, American psychoanalysis became the property of
freewheeling intellectuals and popularists as well as trained analysts.
Thus the cultural terrain that Buhle investigates is populated by literary
critics, artists and filmmakers, historians, anthropologists, and
sociologists--and the resulting psychoanalysis is not so much a strictly
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therapeutic theory as an immensely popular form of public discourse. She
charts the history of feminism from the first wave in the 1910s to the
second in the 1960s and into a variety of recent expressions. Where these
paths meet, we see how the ideas of Freud and his followers helped further
the real-life goals of a feminism that was a widespread social movement and
not just an academic phenomenon. The marriage between psychoanalysis and
feminism was not pure bliss, however, and Buhle documents the trying
moments; most notably the "Momism" of the 1940s and 1950s, a remarkable
instance of men blaming their own failures of virility on women. An
ambitious and highly engaging history of ideas, Feminism and Its Discontents
brings together far-flung intellectual tendencies rarely seen in intimate
relation to each other--and shows us a new way of seeing both. Table of
Contents: Introduction Feminism, Freudianism, and Female Subjectivity
Dissent in Freud's Ranks Culture and Feminine Personality Momism and the
Flight from Manhood Ladies in the Dark Feminists versus Freud Feminine Self-
in-Relation The Crisis in Patriarchal Authority In the Age of the Vanishing
Subject Notes Acknowledgments Index Reviews of this book: Where some
feminists have been hostile to psychoanalysis, and some psychoanalysts have
been hostile to feminism, Buhle, a MacArthur Fellow and professor at Brown
University, finds them linked in their quest to understand selfhood, gender
identity, family structures and sexual expression...Feminism and Its
Discontents is an excellent guide to the history of these ideas...The
struggles of feminism and psychoanalysis may be cyclical, but they are far
from over, and far from dull. --Elaine Showalter, Washington Post Book World
Reviews of this book: Buhle's project is to uncover the 'continual
conversation' that feminism and psychoanalysis have had with one another, to
show how they are mutually constitutive. By charting the exchanges between
psychoanalysis and feminism, Feminism and Its Discontents corrects the
common impression that feminist criticisms fell on deaf, if not disdainful,
ears. Buhle takes pains to detail how feminists and their opponents inside
and outside psychoanalysis have set the terms for key debates...Buhle is an
animated and engaged storyteller. The story she tells--covering nearly a
century of the vicissitudes of psychoanalysis and feminism--is full of
twists and turns, well-chosen anecdotes and occasional double-crosses. The
cast of characters is inspiring, exasperating, remarkable, mercurial,
colorful and sometimes slightly loony. Buhle draws them with sympathy and a
keen eye for the evocative detail...Buhle writes with zest, touches of humor
and energy. Her style is witty and readable...It is no mean feat to avoid
ponderous and technical language when writing about psychoanalysis, but she
manages it...All told, psychoanalysis and feminism, sometimes in tandem and
sometimes at arm's length, have made vital contributions to the question of
female selfhood. The 'odd couple' of our century, they share a large part of
the responsibility for our particular form of self-consciousness and for the
meaning of individuality in modern society. Mari Jo Buhle deftly illuminates
how together they advanced the ambiguous and radical project of modern
selfhood. --Jeanne Marecek, Women's Review of Books Reviews of this book:
Feminism and Its Discontents sets out to unravel the wondrously complex love-
hate relationships between--and within--feminism and psychoanalysis, which
it sees as the two most important movements of modernity...The twists and

tensions in that relationship highlight the continuous arguments around
sexual difference and their entanglement in the messy conflicts in women's
lives between motherhood and careers, self-realization and gender
justice...Buhle leads her readers through the repeated battles over
feminism, Freudianism and female subjectivity with exceptional clarity and
care. Her book will...serve as a reliable introduction for those who have
scant knowledge of the historical ties binding feminism to psychoanalysis
[and] is also useful for those...who wish to remind themselves of what they
thought they already knew, but may well have forgotten. --Lynn Segal,
Radical Philosophy Reviews of this book: Feminism and Its Discontents adds a
novel and welcome twist to [the Freud] conversation, the proposition that
feminism was so central to Freud's Americanization that the quest for gender
equality can be credited with turning psychoanalysis into what we imagine it
always was: an enterprise centered on femininity and female
sexuality...[Buhle's] assertions are as enticing as they are
controversial...The book [is] as relevant for students of feminist politics
as for scholars interested in the history of psychoanalysis itself. --Ellen
Herman, Journal of American History Reviews of this book: An exhaustively
researched and accessibly written account of the intersections and
collisions between [psychoanalysis and feminism]...Buhle chronicles the
gyrations of history and assesses how social theory influences culture and
vice versa. The result is far-reaching, and she is at her best when
reflecting on how the mainstream accommodates and interprets the scholarly.
Overall, the text promises a lively overview of the mutual benefits derived
from a critical coalition between psychoanaylsis and feminism. Highly
recommended for all libraries. --Eleanor J. Bader, Library Journal Reviews
of this book: [Buhle] bases her intriguing and expansive historical study on
the premise that feminism and psychoanalytic theory, each in its own way
concerned with understanding the 'self,' developed in continuous dialogue
with each other. The author's captivating, energetic writing style reflects
the often spirited, surprisingly tenacious relationship of these two
theories--from their emergence as 'unlikely bedpartners of Modernism';
through the shifting intellectual patterns of this century and the insidious
mother-blaming of the '50s; to the contemporary postmodern paradigm of
subjectivity and selfhood. Combining thorough research and incisive
analysis, Buhle examines the ongoing discourse among Freudian, new-Freudian,
and feminist theorists throughout the century as well as the endless
fascination of popular culture with the questions of biology versus culture,
difference versus equality. A vital addition to both women's studies and
psychology collections. --Grace Fill, Booklist Reviews of this book:
Feminism and Its Discontents covers a dazzling spectrum of thinkers and
polemicists, ranging from Charlotte Perkins Gilman to Barbara Ehrenreich,
with admirable clarity and succinctness. [Buhle's] reach in terms of
American [and French] classical, neo-, and post-Freudian writing by men and
women on women's psychosexual development is equally impressive...Few
scholars would attempt a comprehensive intellectual history on such a
charged topic. Buhle has done so in this informative scholarly feat.
--Kirkus Reviews Reviews of this book: Buhle has bridged the void between
feminism and psychoanalysis with a historian's thorough and penetrating
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interpretation of theories and thoughts implicit in 20th-century liberation
movements. The introduction is clearly developed and carefully
documented...Each [chapter] is skillfully organized with extensive
references and notes to motivate the astute scholar...There is no question
that Buhle has adeptly used a multidisciplinary approach to present ideas
and thoughts that give contemporary feminists and post-Freudians another
opportunity for dialogue on the terms 'difference' and 'equality.' --G.M.
Greenberg, Choice Feminism and psychoanalysis have each been defining
moments of this now fading century, and in their tangled relations lie some
of its main preoccupations. It takes a historian's eye to unravel this
story, and one with the breadth, sympathy, insight, and wit of Mari Jo Buhle
to do it justice. Feminism And Its Discontents will undoubtedly stand as the
definitive study of the encounter between these two great movements. --Joel
Kovel, Bard College, author of Red Hun

Gender and Sexuality Springer
This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press’s
mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a
backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again
using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1990.
Feminism, Psychoanalysis, and Maternal Subjectivity Lit Verlag
The Future of an Illusion was first published in 1989. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to
make long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original University of
Minnesota Press editions. The Future of an Illusion documents the pivotal role Constance Penley has played in
the development of feminist film theory. Penley analyzes the primary movements that have shaped the field: the
conjunction of feminism, film theory, and psychoanalysis, and the inherent debates surrounding the politics of
women and representation. These debates center on the position of women in the classical Hollywood narrative,
the construction of the spectator's desire in pornography and eroticism, and the implicitly male bias in
psychoanalytically oriented film theory. Essential to anyone studying the sexual policies of representation, The
Future of an Illusion ranges from avant-garde films to video, popular cinema, television, literature, and critical
and cultural theory. Constance Penley is associate professor of English and film studies at the University of
Rochester. A co-editor of the journal Camera Obscura,she is the editor of Feminism and Film Theory.
The Politics of Psychoanalysis Basic Books
These new essays by leading scholars examine some famous and less well-known instances of polemical
encounters. The essays are enhanced by an interview with Gayatri Spivak, specially conducted by Jane Gallop for
this volume Historically rigorous, theoretically astute, and sometimes wickedly funny, Polemic makes criticism a
critical issue.
Mourning Freud Routledge
Kristeva, Julia; Andreas-Salomé, Lou.
Disputed Subjects (RLE Feminist Theory) Routledge
Psychoanalysis has had a profound influence on twentieth-century thought in a wide variety of areas,
from psychology and psychiatry to sociology, literature, feminism and politics. Most importantly, it
offers insights into the relationship between individual subjectivity and social relations, making it a key
discipline for understanding the links between social phenomena and personal experience. Since its first
publication in 1987, The Politics of Psychoanalysis has been widely recognised as one of the best
introductions to psychoanalytic theory from the point of view of its relevance for social relations. As
well as describing Freud's work, it examines the basic assumptions and social implications of a broad
spectrum of post-Freudian psychoanalytic thought, especially object relations, Kleinian and Lacanian
theory. Feminist and critical psychoanalytic approaches are explored, along with questions of

psychoanalytic practice andd its implications for social and personal change. For this second edition, the
book has been thoroughly revised, with updated accounts of the theories covered in the first edition, plus
new material on contemporary feminist psychoanalytic work and on the engagement of psychoanalysis
with postmodernism. The result is a book that combines a lucid introduction to theory with a radical
examination of the value of psychoanalysis for therapeutic and social practice.
On Matricide Wiley-Blackwell
This book takes a critical feminist approach to Lacan's fundamental concepts, merging discourse and
sexuation theories in a novel way for both psychoanalysis and feminism, and exploring the possibility of
a feminist subject within a non-masculine logic. In Lacan and Critical Feminism, Carusi merges Lacan's
theories of discourse and sexuation, not only from a gender/sexuality angle, but also from a literary,
feminist, and women's studies framework. By drawing examples from literature, film, art, and socio-
political movements to focus on discourse and sexuation, the text examines how tropes impact the
subject's positionality within any discourse mode. The book also uses women's collective experience and
action to illustrate ways that women have repositioned dominant narratives discursively. This text
represents essential reading for researchers interested in the relationship between Lacan and feminist
theory.
The Feminist Difference Univ of California Press
In this book, Alison Stone develops a feminist approach to maternal subjectivity. Stone argues that in the West
the self has often been understood in opposition to the maternal body, so that one must separate oneself from the
mother and maternal care-givers on whom one depended in childhood to become a self or, in modernity, an
autonomous subject. These assumptions make it difficult to be a mother and a subject, an autonomous creator of
meaning. Insofar as mothers nonetheless strive to regain their subjectivity when their motherhood seems to have
compromised it, theirs cannot be the usual kind of subjectivity premised on separation from the maternal body.
Mothers are subjects of a new kind, who generate meanings and acquire agency from their position of re-
immersion in the realm of maternal body relations, of bodily intimacy and dependency. Thus Stone interprets
maternal subjectivity as a specific form of subjectivity that is continuous with the maternal body. Stone analyzes
this form of subjectivity in terms of how the mother typically reproduces with her child her history of bodily
relations with her own mother, leading to a distinctive maternal and cyclical form of lived time.
Psychoanalysis and Gender Feminism and Psychoanalysis
Feminism and PsychoanalysisWiley-Blackwell
Perversion and Utopia Routledge
"This brilliant and timely collection takes us far in documenting the complex intrapsychic worlds and
intersubjective relations of race, gender, and culture. Questions concerning how race and ethnicity create and
refract unconscious fantasy and self-construction must be at the forefront of contemporary psychoanalytic
thinking."—Nancy J. Chodorow, author of The Reproduction of Mothering "Bold. Daring. Provocative. This
collection of essays emphatically demonstrates that rhetorical meaning, constituted in the text and the world,
evolves from mediations of the psychical and the material, the personal and the social. The critical models
displayed so forcefully here will not only influence psychoanalytic and feminist discourses but literary and
cultural studies as well."—Claudia Tate, George Washington University

Psychoanalysis and Gender University of California Press
Psychoanalytic feminism is stuck in the 'feminist dilemma': it seems to constantly reiterate the
constitutive binarism of the gender war. This book suggests we turn to a Deleuzean feminism and
methodology in order to be able to describe the sexes beyond the binary. Deleuze's becoming-
woman is based on an ontology of desire which refutes the Lacanian 'tyranny of the past' that
dictates a constitutive lack at the base of the subject which has its origin in the (m)other. Through
Deleuzean readings of cultural texts its potential to describe new gender identities, or non-
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identities, will be shown.
The (M)other Tongue Routledge
Mourning Freud analyses Freud's experiences and theories of mourning as the basis for exploring
changes in psychoanalytic theories and practices over the course of the 20th century. The
modernist Freud of the early 20th century has ceded to the postmodern Freud of the 21st.
Madelon Sprengnether examines this phenomenon from the perspective of Freud's self-analysis
in relation to his generation of theory, the challenges and transformations wrought by feminism,
cultural studies and postmodernism, and the speculations of contemporary neuroscience
concerning the unreliability of memory. She offers a significant interpretation of major
biographical episodes in Freud's life, arguing that Freud's inability to mourn the losses of his
early life shaped his theories of mourning, which in turn opened the field of pre-oedipal studies
to his successors, enabling a host of new psychoanalytic theories such as object relations,
intersubjective and countertransference theories, Lacanian analysis, and trauma theory. Many of
these approaches converge on the formulation of mourning as critical to the process of ego
development. Through this argument, Sprengnether traces the shift from modernism to
postmodernism-from an emphasis on mastery to vulnerability, from vertical to horizontal
systems of meaning-making, and from what is representable in words to the realm of the
nonverbal. Mourning Freud, by exploring Freud's own struggles with mourning, allows us, in
turn, to mourn him-releasing him from frozen idealization while demonstrating the relevance of
his work to the 21st century.
Feminism and Its Discontents Bloomsbury Publishing USA
What is psychoanalytic criticism and how can it be justified as a type of criticism in its own right? In this new
and thoroughly revised edition of her classic textbook, Elizabeth Wright provides a cogent answer to this
question and a wide-ranging introduction to psychoanalytic criticism from Freud to the present day. Since each
school of psychoanalysis has its own theory of the aesthetic process, the field is complex. Adopting a critical
perspective, Elizabeth Wright focuses on major figures and texts in psychoanalysis and in literary and art
criticism: classical psychoanalysis; Jungian analytic psychology; objects-relations theory; French psychoanalysis;
French anti-psychoanalysis; feminist psychoanalytic criticism. Across these divisions certain problems recur,
problems which conceal themselves in a wide range of surprising places, from Shakespearean tragedy to
performance theatre from magic realism to detective fiction, from the German Lied to Wagner. These areas are
investigated with reference to rival psychoanalytic theories, while connections are traced between the aesthetic
process and the psychoanalytic approach. Already established as the leading introduction to the field, this new
edition of Psychoanalytic Criticism will be essential reading for students of literature and literary theory,
psychoanalysis, feminism and feminist theory, cultural studies and the humanities generally.
Recent Developments in Psychoanalysis Routledge
About various theories of gender, sexuality, feminism and masculinity including queer theory,
transgender theorizing, modernist liberationism and social constructionism.
Mad Men And Medusas SAGE
One of feminism's most dynamic critics brings together psychoanalysis, critical theory and cultural
studies to look at how texts construct possibilities and limits for thinking what a woman is, and where
women might be going.
Feminism and Its Discontents Routledge
Critical Theory Today is the essential introduction to contemporary criticial theory. It provides clear,
simple explanations and concrete examples of complex concepts, making a wide variety of commonly
used critical theories accessible to novices without sacrificing any theoretical rigor or thoroughness. This

new edition provides in-depth coverage of the most common approaches to literary analysis today:
feminism, psychoanalysis, Marxism, reader-response theory, new criticism, structuralism and semiotics,
deconstruction, new historicism, cultural criticism, lesbian/gay/queer theory, African American criticism,
and postcolonial criticism. The chapters provide an extended explanation of each theory, using examples
from everyday life, popular culture, and literary texts; a list of specific questions critics who use that
theory ask about literary texts; an interpretation of F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby through the
lens of each theory; a list of questions for further practice to guide readers in applying each theory to
different literary works; and a bibliography of primary and secondary works for further reading.
Feminism and Psychoanalysis Routledge
""Thinking Fragments advances theoretical dialogue across a number of difficult borders. Of special
importance is its sustained interrogation of postmodern and psychoanalytic theory from the perspective
of feminist theory. Flax's text helps to bridge the gap between postmodern and feminist theory, a gap
which is largely the result of male theorists' failing to pay attention to feminist currents." --Christine Di
Stefano, University of Washington "Flax's long-awaited book is even better than I thought it would be.
There are few scholars--if any--who could bring such a comprehensive, rich, and both appreciative and
critical perspective to psychoanalysis, feminist theory, and postmodernist philosophy. Her even-handed
attitude toward all three--and the balanced scholarly and practical background she brings to her
analysis--is just about unique." --Sandra Harding, University of Delaware
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