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A Memoir Penguin
Traces the life of the Cuban
Prime Minister, describes his
childhood and education,
recounts his overthrow of the
Batista government, and looks
at the challenges he has faced,
including the Bay of Pigs
invasion and the Cuban Missile
Crisis

The Other Side of Paradise ABC-CLIO
Fidel Castro is one of the most interesting
and controversial personalities of our time
– he has become a myth and an icon. He
was the first Cuban Caudillo – the man
who freed his country from dependence on
the USA and who lead his people to
rediscover their national identity and pride.
Castro has outlived generations of
American presidents and Soviet leaders. He
has survived countless assassination
attempts by the CIA, the Mafia, and
Cubans living in exile. He has become one
of the greatest politicians of the 20th
Century. His biography, and the history of
his country exemplify the tensions between
East and West, North and South, rich and
poor. As Castro's life draws to a close, the
question as to what will become of Cuba is
more important that ever. Will Castro open
Cuba to economic reform and
democratization, or stick to his old slogan
socialism or death? In this remarkable, up-
to-date reconstruction of Castro's life,
Volker Skierka addresses these questions
and provides an account of the economic,
social, and political history of Cuba since
Castro's childhood. He draws on a number
of little-known sources, including material
from the East German communist archives
on Cuba, which were until recently
inaccessible. This is an exciting,
painstakingly researched, and authortiative
account of the life of one of the most
extraordinary political figures of our time.

The Secret Fidel Castro Penguin
Early in Ann Louise Bardach's Cuban voyage
she came across Cartas de Presidio or The
Prison Letters of Fidel Castro. Edited by Luis
Conte Aguero, who was the recipient of most
of these letters, they are cited in every
important work from Hugh Thomas' opus
Cuba to Tad Szulc's Fidel biography, and
everything in between and since. These twenty-
one letters (nine to Conte Aguero, six to his
late sister and close collaborator, Lidia, one to
his wife Mirta, one to his comrade in combat,
Melba Hernandez letters, one to the great
scholar Jorge Manach) are regarded as the
single most valuable and revelatory document
regarding Fidel Castro and the Cuban
Revolution. Never before published in English,
these letters were written when Castro was
imprisoned for his failed attack on the
Moncada from 1953 to 1955 and reveal a man
of spectacular ambition and steely
determination. A man, who despite being
incarcerated to serve a lengthy prison term,
never wavers in his confidence that he will one
day rule Cuba.
A Revolutionary Friendship Simon and
Schuster
Rhetoric during and after the Cold War years
has painted starkly contrasting portraits of
Cuba's Fidel Castro: an unblemished idealist
on the one hand, a ruthless dictator on the
other. This insightful book, the most intimate
and dispassionate biography of the
revolutionary leader to date, shows that
neither assessment is true. Leycester
Coltman, British ambassador to Cuba in the
early 1990s, came as close to personal
friendship with Castro as any foreigner was
permitted. With frequent contact and regular
conversations, Coltman was in a unique
position to observe the dictator's personality in
both public and private situations. Here he
presents a close-up view of the man who for
half a century has been loved, admired,
feared, and hated, but seldom really
understood. Coltman chronicles the events of
the Cuban leader's extraordinary life from the
political activism of his university days in
Havana to periods of exile, imprisonment, and
guerilla warfare alongside Che Guevara, to
the uncertainties of his old age. Drawing on
personal observation and archival sources in
Cuba and abroad, Coltman explores the
contradiction between the private character
and the public reputation, and highlights the
complexities of the consummate actor who
continues to play a crucial role on the
international stage.
Cuba Simon and Schuster

A HELLO SUNSHINE x REESE
WITHERSPOON BOOK CLUB PICK "A
beautiful novel that's full of forbidden
passions, family secrets and a lot of
courage and sacrifice."--Reese
Witherspoon After the death of her
beloved grandmother, a Cuban-
American woman travels to Havana,
where she discovers the roots of her
identity--and unearths a family secret
hidden since the revolution... Havana,
1958. The daughter of a sugar baron,
nineteen-year-old Elisa Perez is part
of Cuba's high society, where she is
largely sheltered from the country's
growing political unrest--until she
embarks on a clandestine affair with a
passionate revolutionary... Miami,
2017. Freelance writer Marisol
Ferrera grew up hearing romantic
stories of Cuba from her late
grandmother Elisa, who was forced to
flee with her family during the
revolution. Elisa's last wish was for
Marisol to scatter her ashes in the
country of her birth. Arriving in
Havana, Marisol comes face-to-face
with the contrast of Cuba's tropical,
timeless beauty and its perilous
political climate. When more family
history comes to light and Marisol
finds herself attracted to a man with
secrets of his own, she'll need the
lessons of her grandmother's past to
help her understand the true meaning
of courage.

Guerrilla Prince: The Untold Story
Of Fi Leftword
By his mastery of the spoken word,
Fidel Castro reveals the unfolding
process of the Cuban revolution, its
extraordinary challenges, crises,
chaos and achievements. Part of a
two-volume anthology, this first
volume is based on Castro's
speeches.
The Autobiography of Fidel Castro
Harvard University Press
The dramatic, glamorous story of
lover-turned-spy Marita Lorenz and
her affair with Fidel Castro, soon to
be the subject of a major film
starring Jennifer Lawrence. Few
people can say they’ve seen some
of the most significant moments of
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the twentieth century unravel before
their eyes. Marita Lorenz is one of
them. Born in Germany at the
outbreak of WWII, Marita was
incarcerated in a Nazi concentration
camp as a child. In 1959, she
travelled to Cuba where she met
and fell in love with Fidel Castro.
Yet upon fleeing to America, she
was recruited by the CIA to
assassinate the Fidel. Torn by love
and loyalty, she couldn’t bring
herself to slip him the lethal pills.
Her life would take many more
twists and turns—including having a
child with ex-dictator of Venezuela,
Marcos P�rez Jim�nez; testifying
about the John F. Kennedy
assassination; and becoming a party
girl with close ties the New York
mafia (and then a police informant).
Caught up in Cold War intrigue,
espionage, and conspiracy—this is
Marita’s incredible autobiography
of a young woman who became a
spy for the CIA.
Fidel Castro Garrett County Press
Director of Le Monde Diplomatique,
the author presents an original,
discriminating and lucid political
matrix for understanding what he
calls the OC current disorder of the
worldOCO in terms of
Internationalization, Cyberculture
and Political Chaos."
Deconstructing the Symbol St.
Martin's Press
FIDEL CASTRO August 13, 1926 –
November 26, 2016. “A revolution is a
struggle between the future and the
past.” --Fidel Castro From
revolutionary and symbol of strength
to Cold War adversary, Fidel Castro
was one of the world’s most
controversial leaders, and perhaps its
most enduring. As Cuba’s towering
and charismatic president for nearly
fifty years, Castro’s influential
leadership captivated allies and
enemies alike. By virtue of passionate
oration and committed sense of
purpose—good or bad—Castro kept the
Cuban people devoted and the world
enthralled. From his earliest years as
a student rebel to his role in Cuba's
social reform to The Cuban Missile
Crisis, his life is covered in extensive
detail within this book. The transfer of
power to Raul Castro is explored as
well as the changes to
Cuban/American diplomatic relations,
including Obama’s view of America’s
relationship with Cuba. Castro’s death
is covered as well as the world’s the

reaction to it, including the views of
American and Cuban people and the
differing reactions of Obama and
Trump. A comprehensive look into
each stage of Castro’s life and
leadership More than a dozen color
photos spanning the Cuban leader’s
life Comes complete with Castro’s
most resonating speeches Fidel
Castro: In His Own Words is not only a
reflection of Castro’s life, triumphs,
and misdeeds, but it is a look at the
people and places affected by his
politics before, during, and after the
age of Cuban embargo. Regardless of
readers’ political preference, there is
no doubt that this captivating leader’s
influence on the Cuban people, The
United States, and the world will
continue to echo through time.

My Early Years Ocean Press
Celia S�nchez is the missing actor
of the Cuban Revolution. Although
not as well known in the English-
speaking world as Fidel Castro and
Che Guevara, S�nchez played a
pivotal role in launching the
revolution and administering the
revolutionary state. She joined the
clandestine 26th of July Movement
and went on to choose the landing
site of the Granma and fight with
the rebels in the Sierra Maestra.
She collected the documents that
would form the official archives of
the revolution, and, after its
victory, launched numerous
projects that enriched the lives of
many Cubans, from parks to
literacy programs to helping
develop the Cohiba cigar brand. All
the while, she maintained a close
relationship with Fidel Castro that
lasted until her death in 1980. The
product of ten years of original
research, this biography draws on
interviews with S�nchez’s friends,
family, and comrades in the rebel
army, along with countless letters
and documents. Biographer Nancy
Stout was initially barred from the
official archives, but, in a
remarkable twist, was granted
access by Fidel Castro himself,
impressed as he was with Stout’s
project and aware that S�nchez
deserved a worthy biography. This
is the extraordinary story of an
extraordinary woman who
exemplified the very best values of
the Cuban Revolution: selfless
dedication to the people, courage in
the face of grave danger, and the

desire to transform society.
Life in the New Cuba Penguin
A childhood in a privileged
household in 1950s Havana was
joyous and cruel, like any other-but
with certain differences. The
neighbour's monkey was liable to
escape and run across your roof.
Surfing was conducted by driving
cars across the breakwater. Lizards
and firecrackers made frequent
contact. Carlos Eire's childhood
was a little different from most. His
father was convinced he had been
Louis XVI in a past life. At school,
classmates with fathers in the
Batista government were attended
by chauffeurs and bodyguards. At a
home crammed with artifacts and
paintings, portraits of Jesus spoke
to him in dreams and nightmares.
Then, in January 1959, the world
changes: Batista is suddenly gone,
a cigar-smoking guerrilla has taken
his place, and Christmas is
cancelled. The echo of firing
squads is everywhere. And, one by
one, the author's schoolmates begin
to disappear-spirited away to the
United States. Carlos will end up
there himself, without his parents,
never to see his father again.
Narrated with the urgency of a
confession, WAITING FOR SNOW
IN HAVANA is both an ode to a
paradise lost and an exorcism.
More than that, it captures the
terrible beauty of those times in
our lives when we are certain we
have died-and then are somehow,
miraculously, reborn.
Next Year in Havana Macmillan
The intimate and highly revealing life
story of the world’s longest-serving,
most charismatic, and controversial
head of state in modern times. Fidel
Castro was a dictatorial pariah to
some and a hero and inspiration for
many of the world's poor, defiantly
charting an independent and
revolutionary path for Cuba over
nearly half a century. Numerous
attempts were made to get Castro to
tell his own story. But only in the
twilight of his years was he prepared
to set out the details of his remarkable
biography for the world to read before
his death in 2016. This book is
nothing less than his living testament.
In these pages, Castro narrates a
compelling chronicle that spans the
harshness of his elementary school
teachers; the early failures of the
revolution; his intense comradeship
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with Che Guevara and their
astonishing, against-all-odds victory
over the dictator Batista; the Cuban
perspective on the Bay of Pigs and the
ensuing missile crisis; the active role
of Cuba in African independence
movements (especially its large
military involvement in fighting
apartheid South Africa in Angola); his
relations with prominent public figures
such as Boris Yeltsin, Pope John Paul
II, and Saddam Hussein; and his
dealings with no less than ten
successive American presidents, from
Eisenhower to George W. Bush. Castro
talks proudly of increasing life
expectancy in Cuba; of the half million
students in Cuban universities; and of
the training of seventy thousand Cuban
doctors nearly half of whom work
abroad, assisting the poor in Africa,
Asia, and Latin America. He confronts
a number of thorny issues, including
democracy and human rights,
discrimination toward homosexuals,
and the presence of the death penalty
on Cuban statute books. Along the way
he shares intimacies about more
personal matters: the benevolent
strictness of his father, his successful
attempt to give up cigars, his love of
Ernest Hemingway's novels, and his
calculation that by not shaving he
saves up to ten working days each
year. Drawing on more than one
hundred hours of interviews with
Ignacio Ramonet, a knowledgeable and
trusted interlocutor, this spoken
autobiography will stand as the
definitive record of an extraordinary
life lived in turbulent times.

The Awakening of Latin America
Ocean Press
"For me, it has always been hard to
accept the idea that Che is dead. I
dream of him often, that I have
spoken to him, that he is alive." ?
Fidel Castro The classic biography
of one revolutionary by another.
Fidel Castro writes with great
candor and emotion about a historic
revolutionary partnership that
changed the face of Cuba and Latin
America. Fidel creates a vivid
portrait of Che Guevara ? revealing
much about his own inimitable
determination and character. This
new edition of a unique political
memoir includes Fidel's speech on
the return of Che's remains to Cuba
30 years after his assassination in
Bolivia in 1967, and provides a
frank assessment of the Bolivian
mission.
An Exile's Memoir of Cuba Vintage

Based on hundreds of interviews
conducted over many years in 28
countries, including extensive
personal interviews with Castro
himself, Georgie Anne Geyer
reveals the untold story of Fidel
Castro in this definitive biography.
Fidel Castro, My Life Simon and
Schuster
A Los Angeles Times Book Prize
Finalist in History “Full of…lively
insights and lucid prose” (The Wall
Street Journal) an epic, sweeping
history of Cuba and its complex ties to
the United States—from before the
arrival of Columbus to the present
day—written by one of the world’s
leading historians of Cuba. In 1961, at
the height of the Cold War, the United
States severed diplomatic relations
with Cuba, where a momentous
revolution had taken power three
years earlier. For more than half a
century, the stand-off
continued—through the tenure of ten
American presidents and the fifty-
year rule of Fidel Castro. His death in
2016, and the retirement of his
brother and successor Ra�l Castro in
2021, have spurred questions about
the country’s future. Meanwhile,
politics in Washington—Barack
Obama’s opening to the island, Donald
Trump’s reversal of that policy, and
the election of Joe Biden—have made
the relationship between the two
nations a subject of debate once more.
Now, award-winning historian Ada
Ferrer delivers an “important” (The
Guardian) and moving chronicle that
demands a new reckoning with both
the island’s past and its relationship
with the United States. Spanning more
than five centuries, Cuba: An
American History provides us with a
front-row seat as we witness the
evolution of the modern nation, with
its dramatic record of conquest and
colonization, of slavery and freedom,
of independence and revolutions made
and unmade. Along the way, Ferrer
explores the sometimes surprising,
often troubled intimacy between the
two countries, documenting not only
the influence of the United States on
Cuba but also the many ways the
island has been a recurring presence
in US affairs. This is a story that will
give Americans unexpected insights
into the history of their own nation
and, in so doing, help them imagine a
new relationship with Cuba; “readers
will close [this] fascinating book with
a sense of hope” (The Economist).
Filled with rousing stories and
characters, and drawing on more than

thirty years of research in Cuba, Spain,
and the United States—as well as the
author’s own extensive travel to the
island over the same period—this is a
stunning and monumental account like
no other.
New Threats, New Fears W. W. Norton &
Company
Change looms in Havana, Cuba's capital, a
city electric with uncertainty yet cloaked
in clich�, 90 miles from U.S. shores and
off-limits to most Americans. Journalist
Julia Cooke, who lived there at intervals
over a period of five years, discovered a
dynamic scene: baby-faced anarchists
with Mohawks gelled with laundry soap,
whiskey-drinking children of the elite,
Santer�a trainees, pregnant prostitutes,
university graduates planning to leave for
the first country that will give them a
visa. This last generation of Cubans
raised under Fidel Castro animate life in a
waning era of political stagnation as the
rest of the world beckons: waiting out
storms at rummy hurricane parties and
attending raucous drag cabarets, planning
ascendant music careers and black-
market business ventures, trying to
reconcile the undefined future with the
urgent today. Eye-opening and politically
prescient, The Other Side of Paradise
offers a deep new understanding of a
place that has so confounded and
intrigued us.

Young Castro Yale University Press
Fidel Castro When Fidel Castro
died on November 25, 2016, it
seemed as if much of the world
didn't quite know what to make of
the revolutionary leader. The
images of loyal Cubans in Havana
openly crying in the streets stood
in stark contrast to the Cuban
exiles and their descendants just
90 miles away in Miami, Florida.
While Cuban citizens were
mourning, Cuban Americans were
celebrating; they were laughing,
dancing, and drinking to celebrate
Castro's demise. It seems that Fidel
Castro was just as polarizing in
death as he was in life. Inside you
will read about... - The Beginnings
of a Revolutionary - Castro Meets
Che Guevara - The Bay of Pigs -
The Cuban Missile Crisis - Castro's
Soviet Ally - The Assassination
Conspiracy - Doctors For Oil And
much more! Learn more about the
life of one of the twentieth
century's most controversial
figures.
Waiting For Snow In Havana Simon and
Schuster
Hugo Ch�vez’s extraordinary story—in
his own words Hugo Ch�vez, military
officer turned left-wing revolutionary,
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was one of the most important Latin
American leaders of the twenty-first
century. This book tells the story of his
life up to his election as president in
1998. Throughout this riveting and
historically important account of his early
years, Ch�vez’s energy and charisma
shine through. As a young man, he
awakens gradually to the reality of his
country—where huge inequalities persist
and the majority of citizens live in
indescribable poverty—and decides to act.
He gives a fascinating description of
growing up in Barinas, his years in the
Military Academy, his long-planned
military conspiracy—the most significant in
the history of Venezuela and perhaps of
Latin America—which led to his
unsuccessful coup attempt of 1992, and
eventually to his popular electoral victory
in 1998. His collaborator on this book is
Ignacio Ramonet, the famous French
journalist (and editor for many years of
Le Monde diplomatique), who undertook a
similar task with Fidel Castro (Fidel
Castro: My Life).

Fidel Castro Seal Press
A revelatory memoir of the 17
years Juan Sanchez spent as one of
Fidel Castro's personal soldiers, in
his innermost circle
A Biography Seven Stories Press
A unique selection of personal
reflections by the controversial
Cuban leader, Fidel Castro.
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