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Robertson Davies McClelland & Stewart

The acclaimed playwright, novelist, and author of Fifth Business
explores the performing arts in this witty and insightful essay
collection. Though best known for his award-winning fiction,
Robertson Davies enjoyed a long and varied career as an actor,
playwright, journalist and critic. Happy Alchemy collects an
equally diverse range of Davies’ writings—including speeches,
articles, prologues to plays, a ghost story set to music, and even a
scenario for a film. In this eclectic volume, Davies shares his many
musings on music, theatre, opera, and more. These pieces, many
of them published here for the first time, touch on topics from
Greek tragedy to Scottish Folklore and from Lewis Carroll to Carl
Jung.

Butcher's Crossing E C W Press

From the Modern Library’ s new set of beautifully
repackaged hardcover classics by William
Faulkner—also available are As | Lay Dying, The
Sound and the Fury, Light in August, Absalom,
Absalom!, and Selected Short Stories Here, published
in a single volume as he always hoped they would be,
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is your totally own epoch to work review ng habit.
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named Dunstan Ramsay. But such description would not even suggest the dark
currents of love, ambition, vengeance, and death that flow through this powerful
work, cast in the form of Ramsay's memoirs. Fifth Business is the first novel in the
celebrated Deptford Trilogy, which also includes The Manticore and World of
Wonders--it also stands alone as the story of a rational man who discovers that
the marvelous is only another aspect of the real.

A Garden of Earthly Delights McClelland & Stewart

"An amazing coup . . . abrilliant, never less than engaging work
of fiction which is also a philosophical meditation on the business
of living."-Financial Times When Father Hobbes mysteriously
dies at the high ater on Good Friday, Dr. Jonathan Hullah-whose
holistic work has earned him the label "Cunning Man" (for the
wizard of folk tradition)-wants to know why. The physician-cum-
diagnostician's search for answers compels him to look back over
his own long life. He conjures vivid memories of the dazzling,
intellectual high-jinks and compassionate philosophies of himself
and his circle, including flamboyant, mystical curate Charlie
Iredale; cynical, quixotic professor Brocky Gilmartin; outrageous
banker Darcy Dwyer; and jocular, muscular artist Pansy
Todhunter. In compelling and hilarious scenes from the divine
comedy of life, The Cunning Man reveals profound truths about
being human. "Wise, humane and consistently entertaining . . .
Robertson Davies's skill and curiosity are as agile as ever, and his
store of incidental knowledge is a constant pleasure."-The New

Y ork Times Book Review "The sparkling history of [the] erudite
and amusing Dr. Hullah, who knows the souls of his patients as
well as he knows their bodies. . . never fails to enlighten and
delight.”-The London Free Press "Daviesis a good companion.
Settling into The Cunning Man is like taking a comfortable chair

are the three novels that comprise William Faulkner’ sopposite afavorite uncle who has seen and done

famous Snopes trilogy, a saga that stands as perhaps
the greatest feat of this celebrated author’ s
incomparable imagination. The Hamlet, the first book
of the series chronicling the advent and rise of the
grasping Snopes family in mythical Yoknapatawpha
County, is a work that Cleanth Brooks called “ one of
the richest novels in the Faulkner canon.” It recounts
how the wily, cunning Flem Snopes dominates the

everything."-Maclean's "Irresistible, unflaggingly vital. A
wholehearted and sharp-minded celebration of the Great Theatre
of Life."-The Sunday Times"A novel brimming with themes of
music, poetry, beauty, philosophy, death and the deep recesses of
the mind."-The Observer

World of Wonders Modern Library

Winner of the American Book Award Based on the author's own
experiences, this award-winning novel was the first to tell the

rural community of Frenchman’ s Bend—and claims thétory of the evacuation, relocation, and dispersal of Canadian

voluptuous Eula Varner as his bride. The Town, the
central novel, records Flem’ s ruthless struggle to
take over the county seat of Jefferson, Mississippi.
Finally, The Mansion tells of Mink Snopes, whose
archaic sense of honor brings about the downfall of
his cousin Flem. “ For all his concerns with the South,
Faulkner was actually seeking out the nature of man,”
noted Ralph Ellison. * Thus we must turn to him for
that continuity of moral purpose which made for the

greatness of our classics.”

Magician of Words Fifth Business

Fifth Business, which one critic said was "as masterfully executed as anything in
the history of the novel,” might be described simply as the life of a schoolteacher
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citizens of Japanese ancestry during the Second World War.
The Lyre of Orpheus Penguin Books

In his National Book Award—winning novel Augustus, John
Williams uncovered the secrets of ancient Rome. With
Butcher’s Crossing, his fiercely intelligent, beautifully
written western, Williams dismantles the myths of modern
America. It is the 1870s, and Will Andrews, ?red up by
Emerson to seek “an original relation to nature,” drops out
of Harvard and heads west. He washes up in Butcher’s
Crossing, a small Kansas town on the outskirts of nowhere.
Butcher’s Crossing is full of restless men looking for ways
to make money and ways to waste it. Before long Andrews
strikes up a friendship with one of them, a man who regales
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Andrews with tales of immense herds of buffalo, ready for later publisher of the Peterborough Examiner, Robertson Davies

the taking, hidden away in a beautiful valley deep in the published witty, curmudgeonly, mischievous, and fiercely
Colorado Rockies. He convinces Andrews to join in an individualistic columns under the name of his alter ego, Samuel
expedition to track the animals down. The journey out is Marchbanks. In 1985, Davies edited and selected from his alter

ego's observations to bring together previous titles in the
Marchbanks bibliography: The Diary (1947), The Table Talk
(1949), and Samuel Marchbanks' Almanack (1967). Marchbanks
opines on politics, on his furnace, on theatre, on the taxman, on

grueling, but at the end is a place of paradisal richness.

Once there, however, the three men abandon themselves to
an orgy of slaughter, so caught up in killing buffalo that they
lose all sense of time. Winter soon overtakes them: they are trains, on Christmas, on book-banners, on manners, indeed on

snowed in. Next spring, half-insane with Cf"bin fever, cold,  eyerything under the sun. Not only this, but Davies's copious and
and hunger, they stagger back to Butcher’s Crossing to ?nd qyite delectable Notes are "calculated to remove all Difficulties

a world as irremediably changed as they have been. caused by the passage of Time and to offer the Wisdom, not to
What's Bred in the Bone lllustrated Manitoba Education, Special speak of Whimsicality, of this astonishing man to the Modern
Materials Services, Large Print Production Unit Public, in the most convenient form." "This writing of four

“A splendid gallimaufry of the eminent Canadian’s talks and decades ago is consistently incisive, insulting, funny, relevant

essays, mOSt|y about literature and the creative life . . . a thOUght- and a|together interesting_"--The New York Times "Now this
filled and amusing book.”—The Washington Post For devotees of crank of the first order is on full display for the first time in

Davies and all lovers of literature and language, here is the America . . . To explain to his younger American readers such
“urbanity, wit, and high seriousness mixed by a master chef,”  arcana as 'telegrams' and 'coal-burning furnaces, ' Davies has
vintage delights from an exquisite literary menu (Cleveland Plain added graceful and comic notes that rival the entertaining
Dealer). Robertson Davies's rich and varied collection of opinions of Marchbanks himself."--South Florida Sun-Sentinel
writings on the world of books and the miracle of language Reflections on Reading, Writing, and the World of Books McClelland
captures his inimitable voice and sustains his presence among & Stewart

us. Coming almost entirely from Davies’s own files of Presents information about Canadian author Robertson Davies
unpublished material, these twenty-four essays and lectures (1913-1995). Contains a biographical sketch, a selected bibliography,

range over themes from “The Novelist and Magic” to “Literature  interviews, revigyvs, photographs, quotations, obituaries, and offers
and Technology,” from “Painting, Fiction, and Faking,” to “Can ~ 8¢C€ss to a mailing list.

a Doctor Be a Humanist?” and “Creativity in Old Age.” Davies ~ '/hats Bredin the Bone McClelland & Stewart.

himself says merely: “Lucky writers like wine. die rich in A collection of essays "filled with pleasantly rambling opinions about

fruitin nd delici ftertast that their work i everything from self-help books to erotica” from the celebrated
uitiness a elicious aftertaste, So that their works survive Canadian author (The Chronicle Journal). An urbane, robust, and

them." “Splendld_—W|se, witty, Wldg-ranglng.”—Thg New Yo.rk wonderfully opinionated voice from Canada, sometimes called
Times Book Review “Some of Davies's ideas are iconoclastic,  »america's attic," speaks here of the delights of reading, and of what
and will delight those who share them while stimulating those mass education has done to readers today, to taste, to books, to
who do not. All his judgments are interesting, steeped in culture. With his usual wit and breadth of vision, Robertson Davies

humanism, and most elegantly put."—The Atlantic Monthly “The ranges through the world of letters--books renowned and obscure, old
inimitable novelist gives an exuberant posthumous performance and recent; English, Irish, Canadian, and American writers both
in this eclectic collection of (mostly) previously unpublished forgotten and fondly remembered. "Sweet reason in the raiment of

addresses, talks, and incidental pieces . . . Davies diffuses his ~ Well-woven prose? Most assuredly. Good humor agraze over broad
opinions entertainingly, if occasionally superficially, but never literary demesnes? No doubt of it. Forgotten popular favorites rescued
loses his audience.”—Kirkus Reviews and rehabilitated? Certainly. A parade of agreeable prejudices? He

A Voice from the Attic Modern Library would not be a true Canadian if he did not have them.

. . - . Lightheartedness where needed? Yes. Seriousness where it counts?
A masterly work from a writer with “the uncanny ability to give us g

: o fh - _ | ) Yes. Wit, satirical touches, firm indignations, sound sense, good taste,
a cinemascopic vision of her America” (National Review), A judiciousness, cosmopolitan breadth of view, urbanity, sanity,

Garden of Earthly Delights is the opening stanza in what would  ,nexpected eccentricities, educated humanism? By all means. It is
become one of the most powerful and engrossing story arcs in - indeed by all these means and more that this book of essays and
literature. Joyce Carol Oates’s Wonderland Quartet comprises  observations bestows its multiple benefactions, and anyone picking it
four remarkable novels that explore social class in America and up is bound north to pleasure and profit."--The New York Times

the inner lives of young Americans. In A Garden of Earthly Mud and Magic Shows Penguin

Delights, Oates presents one of her most memorable heroines, WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013 Vintage
Clara Walpole, the beautiful daughter of Kentucky-born migrant Readers are a perfect introduction to some of the greatest modern
farmworkers. Desperate to rise above her haphazard existence writers presented ir? attractive, accessible pape_rback editions_. “In

of violence and poverty, determined not to repeat her mother's ~ Munro's hands, as in Chekhov's, a short story is more than big
life, Clara struggles for independence by way of her enough to hol_d the world—and to astonish us again a_lnd again.
relationships with four very different men: her father, a family —Chicago Tribune In an unbroken procession of brilliant, revelatory

. _ i . short stories, Alice Munro has unfolded the wordless secrets that lie at
man turned itinerant laborer, smoldering with resentment; the the heart of all human experience. She has won three Governor

mysterious Lowry, who rescues Clara as a teenager and offers  general's Literary Awards in her native Canada, as well as the

her the possibility of love; Revere, a wealthy landowner who National Book Critics Circle Award. Vintage Munro includes stories
provides Clara with stability; and Swan, Clara’s son, who bears  from throughout her career: The title stories from her collections The
the psychological and spiritual burden of his mother’s ambition.  Moons of Jupiter; The Progress of Love; Hateship, Friendship,

A Garden of Earthly Delights is the first novel in the Wonderland Courtship, Loveship, Marriage; “Differently,” from Selected Stories,
Quartet. The books that complete this acclaimed series, and “Carried Away,” from Open Secrets.

Expensive People, them, and Wonderland, are also available =~ Nobel Prize Edition Cornish Trilogy
from the Modern Library. Ramsay is a man twice born, a man who has returned from the hell of

Robertson Davies's Fifth Business RosettaBooks i?_etba}ttli-grave a(; zasichzntdabele in V\/hotr_ld Warl de‘forlateg Wrilth the
"Davies introduces us to his alter ego . . . A humorous and ctoria L.ross and destined fo be caught In a no mans fand where

L : A , history, and myth collide. As R tells his story, it begi
insightful picture of postwar Canadian life as seen through the mermory, MISTITY, anc My CoTICe. As ramsay Fels Mis story, L begins

: o ) to seem that from boyhood, he has exerted a perhaps mystical,
eyes of a delightful eccentric.”--Library Journal As editor and perhaps pernicious, influence on those around him. His apparently
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innocent involvement in such innocuous events as the throwing of a
snowball or the teaching of card tricks to a small boy in the end prove
neither innocent nor innocuous. Fifth Business stands alone as a
remarkable story told by a rational man who discovers that the
marvelous is only another aspect of the real.

The Enthusiasms of Robertson Davies Dundurn

The earliest of the Samuel Marchbanks volumes, originally published
in 1947, is available in e-book form for the first time. In 1942, two
years after returning to Canada from Britain, Robertson Davies took
up the role of editor of the Peterborough Examiner. During his tenure
as editor at the Examiner, a post he held until 1955, and later as
publisher of the newspaper (1955-65), Davies published witty,
curmudgeonly, mischievous, and fiercely individualistic editorials
under the name of his alter ego, Samuel Marchbanks, “one of the
choice and master spirits of his age.” The Diary of Samuel
Marchbanks is funny, delightful, and timeless in revealing one of the
most entertaining periods in a Canadian literary giant’s career.
Obasan Penguin

Versatile and prolific, Robertson Davies was an actor, journalist
and newspaper publisher, playwright, essayist, founding master
of Massey College at the University of Toronto, and one of
Canada’s greatest novelists. He was also an obsessive,
complex, and self-revealing diarist. His diaries, which he began
as a teenager, grew to over 3 million words and are an
astonishing literary legacy. This first published selection of his
diaries spans 1959 to 1963, years in which Davies, in mid-life,
experienced both daunting failure and unexpected success.
Born in Thamesville, Ontario, in 1913, he was educated at local
schools, then Upper Canada College, Queen’s University and
Oxford University. He worked in England at the famous Old Vic
theatre as an actor and literary advisor before returning to
Canada where he became the editor and publisher of the
Peterborough Examiner, established himself as a prominent
Canadian playwright, and published his first three novels now
known as the Salterton Trilogy. By 1959, at the age of forty-five,
Robertson Davies was already one of Canada’s leading literary
figures. Even so the diaries show that he was frustrated by the
limitations of his literary success, often exasperated with the
distractions of his daily life and buffeted by his mental and
emotional state. They also show that he enjoyed life, was deeply
interested in the society he lived in, and in the people he
encountered. More often than not he found comedy in the world
around him and delighted in recording it. He kept not only a daily
journal, but also more focused diaries such as his accounts of
the Toronto and New York production of his play Love and Libel,
when he worked closely with the great British director Tyrone
Guthrie, and of the founding of Massey College, the brainchild of
Vincent Massey. The descriptions of backstage and academic
politics are invariably entertaining, but in his diaries Davies also
reveals himself as intensely self-critical, frequently insecure, and
with a highly changeable nature that he described as his “celtic
temperament.” We also see him as a partner in an intensely
happy and creative marriage, and as a man with an astonishing
capacity for hard work. By the end of 1963 his life had taken a
new direction. As master of Massey College, he finds himself a
public figure, but he is increasingly preoccupied with a new
novel he wants to write which he is calling Fifth Business. The
publication of A Celtic Temperament establishes Robertson
Davies as one of the great diarists. In their range, variety,
intimacy, and honesty his diaries present an extraordinarily rich
portrait of the man and his times.

The Diary of Samuel Marchbanks Penguin Group

Canadian Fiction Studies are an answer to every librarian's,
student's, and teacher's wishes. Each book, about 80 pages in
length, contains clear, readable information on a major
Canadian novel. These studies are carefully designed readings
of the novels; they are not substitutes for reading them. Each
book is attractively produced and follows the same format, so
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students will know exactly what to expect: « a chronology of the
author's life » the importance of the book ¢ critical reception
reading of the text « selected list of works cited

Fifth Business, The Manticore, World of Wonders Cornish
Trilogy

Born in Thamesville, Ontario, a student at Queen’s
University in Kingston in the 1930’s, and editor and later
publisher of the Peterborough Examiner from the 1940s to
the mid-1960s, playwright, essayist, critic, professor, and
novelist Robertson Davies (1913-1995) was one of
Canada’s pre-eminent literary voices for more than a half-
century. Davies, with his generous beard and donnish
manner, was the very epitome of the "man of letters," a term
he abhorred. Best known for his Deptford Trilogy of novels
(Fifth Business, The Manticore, World of Wonders), he also
wrote two other trilogies (Salterton and Cornish) and was at
work on the third volume of another trilogy (Toronto) when
he died. With a life as rich in character and colour as that
found in his fiction and essays, Davies had a great fondness
for magic and myth, both of which are found in abundance
in his work, along with a prodigious streak of wry humour.
The Papers of Samuel Marchbanks Penguin Modern Classics
Drink down the brew and dream of a better Earth. Skyward Inn,
within the high walls of the Western Protectorate, is a place of
safety, where people come together to tell stories of the time
before the war with Qita. But safety from what? Qita surrendered
without complaint when Earth invaded; Innkeepers Jem and
Isley, veterans from either side, have regrets but few scars.
Their peace is disturbed when a visitor known to Isley comes to
the Inn asking for help, bringing reminders of an unnerving past
and triggering an uncertain future. Did humanity really win the
war?

The Deptford Trilogy Salterton Trilogy

First published in the U.S. last year, this updated collection contains
the best of Robertson Davies' newspaper and magazine articles

written over the past 50 years. "Each piece is entertaining and
enlightening. . . ".--Publishers Weekly.

The Merry Heart Penguin Books Canada

Giller Prize-winner M.G. Vassanji's The In-Between World
of Vikram Lall is a haunting novel of corruption and regret
that brings to life the complexity and turbulence of Kenyan
society in the last five decades. Rich in sensuous detail and
historical insight, this is a powerful story of passionate
betrayals and political violence, racial tension and the
strictures of tradition, told in elegant, assured prose. The
novel begins in 1953, with eight-year-old Vikram Lall a
witness to the celebrations around the coronation of Queen
Elizabeth Il, just as the Mau Mau guerilla war for
independence from Britain begins to gain strength. In a land
torn apart by idealism, doubt, political upheaval and terrible
acts of violence, Vic and his sister Deepa must find their
place among a new generation. Neither colonists nor
African, neither white nor black, the Indian brother and
sister find themselves somewhere in between in their band
of playmates: Bill and Annie, British children, and Njoroge,
an African boy. These are the relationships that will shape
the rest of their lives. We follow Vikram through the changes
in East African society, the immense promise of the fifties
and sixties. But when that hope is betrayed by the
corruption and violence of the following decades, Vic is
drawn into the Kenyatta government’s orbit of graft and
power-broking. Njoroge, his childhood friend, can abandon
neither the idealism of his youth nor his love for Vic’s sister
Deepa. But neither the idealism of the one nor the passive
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cynicism of the other can avert the tragedies that await them.
The In-Between World of Vikram Lall is a profound and
careful examination of one man’s search for his place in the
world, with themes that have run through Vassaniji's work:
the nature of community in a volatile society, the relations
between colony and colonizer, and the inescapable
presence of the past. It is also, finally, a deeply personal
book speaking to the people who are in the in-between.
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