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God's Design for Love, Marriage, Sex, and Redemption Thomas Nelson
One way or another, leaders emerge in the life of every church. Most pastors
want to be intentional about developing and shaping those leaders themselves,
but they rarely have the time and resources to do it. So leaders spring up,
often without deep roots in the gospel, and they struggle to guide the church.
The biblical task of leading a church requires more than good management
principles or sound theology. If the gospel truly is “the power of God for
salvation” (Romans 1:16) and is constantly “bearing fruit and growing” within
us (Colossians 1:6), then each elder must be strong in the gospel. That’s the
vision and the goal behind Gospel Eldership. Gospel Eldership combines
theological training with spiritual formation in order to shape future (and
current) leaders at the heart level. It walks future leaders through the biblical
concept of servant leadership and the primacy of character before looking at
the specific duties of elders. Gospel Eldership helps develop men who know
their own heart idolatry and how the good news of the gospel applies to it and
who have a sense of “gospel fluency” so that they can swiftly, effectively, and
clearly apply the gospel to others. Gospel Eldership is designed to intentionally
raise up the type of men who can and should lead God’s church. Gospel
Eldership treats the role of elder carefully and biblically and is written from a
theologically complementarian viewpoint. With practical exercises to help put
concepts to work in real-life situations, Gospel Eldership can be used in one-on-
one discipleship or in a small group setting and is appropriate for use in any
church—from the smallest church plant to the largest church-planting church.
Crossway
Many churchgoers assume that worship is inherently boring, something we
need to make exciting. But as Jonathan Landry Cruse shows, churchgoing only
seems monotonous and mundane because our eyes are blinded to the
supernatural wonder that is taking place all around us. In this book, Cruse
helps us perceive the significance of worship and guides us through the
spiritual actions of a worship service. Once you recognize how God is doing
something to us and for us and through us in each element of the service,
Lord’s Day worship will become the highlight of your week! Table of
Contents: Foreword by Michael S. Horton Part 1: Introduction 1. What
Happens When We Worship? Part 2: A Brief Theology of Worship 2. The Most
Important Thing We Will Ever Do 3. We Are Being Shaped 4. We Meet with God
5. God Renews His Covenant 6. We Submit to God’s Agenda 7. We Commune with
the Saints Part 3: The Parts of the Service 8. God Calls Us 9. The Verdict
Is Pronounced 10. Jesus Gets Up to Preach 11. God Feasts with Us 12. We Get
a New Name 13. We Sing a New Song Part 4: Conclusion 14. Extraordinarily
ordinary Worship 15. Preparing for Worship
Equipping a New Generation of Servant Leaders Crossway
You aren't a licensed marriage and family therapist. You didn't do a doctoral dissertation on pastoral
counseling. You're simply God's person caring for God's people in the local church. And the marriages in
your church need help. Many pastors feel ill-equipped to handle the challenges that arise when a couple is
going through marital difficulties. They feel lost and inadequate. What do you say? What counsel do you
offer? Should I say anything or just listen? Do I schedule a follow-up appointment? Do I ask questions? What
questions? If you are or have been in this situation before, this book offers you a practical guide to get started
with the first sessions and then offers specific guidance on nine of the most common topics that come up in
marriage counseling. Author and pastor Jonathan Holmes offers a solid, biblical theology and methodology
to help you navigate through the world of marriage counseling with the fundamental conviction that God's
word is powerful enough to address the deepest of marital issues, and robust enough to handle whatever
might come your way. In each chapter, you'll meet a new couple dealing with a different issue, much like the
people in your church, office, and neighborhood. Through the book you'll also hear advice from several
respected voices in the biblical counseling community. Whether you're a novice or already knowledgeable,
Counsel for Couples provides theologically sound and biblically practical tools to help you as you help
couples in need.
Dazzling Your Kids with the Love of Jesus Crossway
A Gospel-Rich, Reproducible Model for Making Disciples as Jesus Intended Biblical discipleship
emphasizes encouragement, repentance, and spiritual growth—essential parts of the Christian life.
However, well-meaning believers often struggle to follow Jesus, unaware their views are too legalistic,
licentious, or individualistic. How can churches and Christians develop a healthy, successful path to
disciple-making? In this second edition of Gospel-Centered Discipleship, Jonathan Dodson presents
an effective, Spirit-led model for sanctification. Reminding readers that real discipleship is imperfect yet
transformational, Dodson encourages Christians to engage more authentically with others as they grow
in faith. Drawing from his own failures and successes while following Jesus, Dodson defines
discipleship, describes the heart of a disciple, and gives practical guidance for mentor and peer-based
discipleship as Jesus intended.
Gospel-Centered Discipleship (Foreword by Matt Chandler) Zondervan
We live in a society of broken homes. Having parents in the home doesn’t mean that parenting
is actually happening. Parenting is a God-given task that ensures young children are protected
and nurtured into maturity in the fear and admonition of the Lord. But America and the church
faces a crisis of parenting: detached or absentee fathers, single mothers, and grandparents raising
the next generation. What’s more, how should parents actually parent? And what does the
gospel have to say to the epidemic of family breakdown, and the difficult task of raising children
well? So, what now? Editors Russell Moore and Andrew T. Walker of the Ethics and Religious
Liberty Commission (ERLC) assemble leading voices to frame the issue with a gospel-centered
perspective. The Gospel for Life series gives every believer a biblically-saturated understanding of

the most urgent issues facing our culture today, because the gospel is for all of life.
How the Nations Rage 3dm Publishing
Christians often struggle to know where to start when it comes to telling others about God, Jesus,
sin, and salvation. In this short book, J. Mack Stiles challenges us to view evangelism as
something we do together instead of something we do alone, helping churches cultivate a culture
of evangelism that goes beyond simply creating new programs or adopting the latest method. The
seventh volume in the 9Marks: Building Healthy Churches series, this book will help Christians
joyfully embrace evangelism as a way of life as it equips them to share their faith with those who
don’t yet know Jesus. Part of the 9Marks: Building Healthy Churches series.
Recovering God's Strategy for Making Disciples Crossway
The digital revolution has ushered in a series of sexual revolutions, all contributing to a perfect storm for
modern relationships. Online dating, social media, internet pornography, and the phenomenon of the
smartphone generation have created an avalanche of change with far-reaching consequences for
sexuality today. The church has struggled to address this new moral ecology because it has focused on
clarity of belief rather than quality of formation. The real challenge for spiritual formation lies in
addressing the underlying moral intuitions we carry subconsciously, which are shaped by the convictions
of our age. In this book, a fresh new voice offers a persuasive Christian vision of sex and relationships,
calling young adults to faithful discipleship in a hypersexualized world. Drawing from his pastoral
experience with young people and from cutting-edge research across multiple disciplines, Jonathan
Grant helps Christian leaders understand the cultural forces that make the church's teaching on sex and
relationships ineffective in the lives of today's young adults. He also sets forth pastoral strategies for
addressing the underlying fault lines in modern sexuality.
A Burning in My Bones Gcd Books
"Much ink and many pages have been devoted to all of the missional issues facing the Western church
today. As our culture becomes more post-Christian with each passing day, we are all realizing that what
has worked in the past is no longer working, that we are far less effective for the Kingdom than we were
even 10 years ago. But we would suggest it isn{u2019}t because we don{u2019}t know what the Great
Commission states or the imperatives of the Gospel, or that our church services just aren{u2019}t
getting it done. It{u2019}s because we are in the midst of a discipleship crisis in the Western church.
The people sitting in our pews are rarely becoming like the people we read about in Scripture. They may
come to a worship service, join a small group or even tithe, but their lives just don{u2019}t seem to look
like Jesus{u2019} life. The truth of the matter is that we don{u2019}t have a missional problem or
leadership problem in the Western church. We have a discipleship problem. If we make disciples like
Jesus made them, we{u2019}ll never have a problem finding leaders or seeing new people coming to
faith. The central issue is that we have no idea how to make disciples who can do the things that Jesus
did for the reasons Jesus did them. Building a Discipling Culture is the product of more than 25 years of
hands-on discipleship practice in a post-Christian context that has turned into a worldwide discipling
movement, dealing specifically with how to make the types of missional disciples Jesus spoke of. We all
want to make disciples. Most of us are unsure how to do it. Dallas Willard put it this way: 'Every church
needs to be able to answer two questions. One, do we have a plan for making disciples? Two, does our
plan work?' For most of our church communities, we have a plan, but the plan isn{u2019}t working. If
you find yourself in this situation, this book is for you." -- Publisher's description.
Enough about Me The Good Book Company
Everyone is being discipled. The question is: what is discipling us? The majority of Christians
today are being discipled by popular media, flashy events, and folk theology because churches
have neglected their responsibility to make disciples. But the church is not a secondary platform
in the mission of God; it is the primary platform God uses to grow people into the image of Jesus.
Therefore, as church leaders, it is our primary responsibility to establish environments and
relationships where people can be trained, grow, and be sent as disciples. There are three
indispensable elements of discipleship: Learning to participate in the biblical story (the Bible)
Growing in our confession of who God is and who we are (theology) Regularly participating in
private and corporate intentional action (spiritual disciplines) Deep Discipleship equips churches
to reclaim the responsibility of discipling people at any point on their journey.
A Big Gospel in Small Places New Growth Press
Reflecting on the practice of disciple making in young adult, college, graduate, and local church
contexts, Jonathan Dodson has discerned some common pitfalls. For many, discipleship is
reduced to a form of religious performance before God. For others, it devolves into spiritual
license and a loose adherence to spiritual facts. Both approaches distort biblical motivations for
Christian obedience and are in need of reform. By explaining various motivations for
discipleship, Dodson charts a biblically faithful, grace-driven alternative. Additionally, he
provides a practical model for creating gospel-centered discipleship groups—small, reproducible,
missional, gender-specific groups of believers that fight for faith together. This book blends both
theology and practice to inspire and equip Christians to effectively fight sin, keep Jesus central,
and make gospel-centered discipleship a way of life. Both new and growing Christians will learn
to trust the gospel in community as they fight together for holiness as well as how to start gospel-
centered community groups in any local church.
The Gospel Commission Crossway Books
Are you committed to building a strong local church in a post-Christian context, but unsure what's
possible, or how to go about it? What Church Can Be was written for you. Pastor and church planter
Matthew Kruse's deeply loved hometown of Boston is a decidedly secular city where the gospel is
primarily met with disinterest or disdain. The average Bostonian - wounded by one of the worst scandals
in American church history and convinced that they have no need for "religion" - is out on church. And
yet, by God's grace, Kruse has not only helped birth a beautiful and viable church that is thriving among
the locals there, but he's also helped build a family of contextualized churches who are loving and
leading New Englanders to the grace of the gospel. In What Church Can Be, Kruse fuses theological
exposition with personal memoir and a bevy of helpful blueprints into an optimistic and executable
vision for leaders who are seeking to build healthy church cultures that foster gospel advance. Matthew
Kruse is the founding pastor of Seven Mile Road, a gospel-centered church just north of Boston. He and
his wife Grace have four sons and daughters whom you'd love. Along with a handful of locals, Kruse
planted the original Seven Mile Road in 2001 and has seen it become a family of churches stretching
from Maine to the Cape. His work has been featured by The Gospel Coalition, Acts 29, Advance
Initiative, and SEND Network. He doesn't drink coffee, own skinny jeans, or know how Pilates work, but
he does love the gospel, the church, and a pickup game here and there.
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The Mingling of Souls Crossway
How are parents to raise children so they don’t become Pharisees (legalists) or prodigals
(rebels)? It’s all about grace-filled, gospel-driven parenting, says the mother/daughter team of
Elyse Fitzpatrick and Jessica Thompson. Christian parents, in their desire to raise godly children,
can drift toward rule-centered discipline. There is, however, a far more effective method—a
grace-motivated approach that begins with the glorious truth of God’s love for sinners. In Give
Them Grace, parents will learn how to connect the benefits of the cross—especially regeneration,
adoption, and justification—to their children’s daily lives. Chapters address topics such as our
inability to follow the law perfectly, God’s forgiveness and love displayed at the cross, and what
true heart obedience looks like. Fitzpatrick and Thompson also discuss discipline, dealing with
popular culture, and evangelism as a way of life. Parents will find this book a great resource for
raising grace-filled, Jesus-loving kids.
How to Help Others Follow Jesus Crossway
You know you know it... But then again, maybe you don’t. Even if you go to church, it
doesn’t mean that you are being exposed (or exposing others) to the gospel explicitly. Sure,
most people talk about Jesus, and about being good and avoiding bad, but the gospel message
simply isn’t there—at least not in its specificity and its fullness. Inspired by the needs of both the
over-churched and the unchurched, and bolstered by the common neglect of the explicit gospel
within Christianity, popular pastor Matt Chandler writes this best-selling treatise to remind us
what is of first and utmost importance—the gospel.
The The Gospel & Parenting InterVarsity Press
Discipleship is a word most Christians know, but few can define. Is discipleship about reading the Bible
or praying every day? Is it about sharing the gospel with strangers? Is it about striving to be like Jesus?
While these are aspects of being a disciple, Scripture tells us that there is much more.Make, Mature,
Multiply aims to help you become a disciple who truly understands the full joy of following Jesus. With a
wide range of chapters from some of today's most battle-tested disciple-makers, this book is designed for
any Christian seeking to know more about being a fully-formed disciple of Jesus who makes, matures,
and multiplies fully-formed disciples of Jesus.
A Guide to Forming Missional Communities Reformation Heritage Books
Christianity Today 2021 Book Award Winner: Apologetics & Evangelism Telling a Better Story clears a path to a
more effective, empathetic apologetics for today—both for experienced apologists and those new to sharing their
faith with others. Today's Christians often view the practice of defending their faith as pushy or unnecessary.
Won't it just be taken for proselytizing? Don't many unbelievers find it offensive? Many Christians have shifted to
a strategy of hoping that our lives will show Christ to our neighbors—and, while this is certainly good, it's no
substitute to actively telling people about Christ. In Telling a Better Story, author Joshua Chatraw presents a new
and refreshing way to engage in apologetics that will help you tell the story of Christ in a holistic, culturally-
contextual manner that—while being respectful—helps unbelievers imagine a more complete happiness and a
better meaning to life. Telling a Better Story will give you the tools to: Understand the cultural stories that
surround us. Recognize how these secular stories have shaped the way many people think. Learn how to tell
God's story in a fresh way that allows today's younger generations to see it as a more meaningful and more
hopeful story than the scripts around it. Finally, you'll also learn how to deal with the perennial issues and
common objections to Christianity.
Gospel-Centered Discipleship: 2nd Edition (2nd Edition) Crossway Books
Many of us tend to live as though Jesus represents the "spiritual part" of our lives. We don't clearly see
how he relates to the rest of our experiences, desires, and habits. How can Jesus, the Bible, and
Christianity become more than a compartmentalized part of our lives? Highly regarded New Testament
scholar and popular teacher Jonathan Pennington argues that we need to recover the lost biblical image
of Jesus as the one true philosopher who teaches us how to experience the fullness of our humanity in the
kingdom of God. Jesus teaches us what is good, right, and beautiful and offers answers to life's big
questions: what it means to be human, how to be happy, how to order our emotions, and how we should
conduct our relationships. This book brings Jesus and Christianity into dialogue with the ancient
philosophers who asked the same big questions about finding meaningful happiness. It helps us
rediscover biblical Christianity as a whole-life philosophy, one that addresses our greatest human
questions and helps us live meaningful and flourishing lives.
Gospel Eldership WaterBrook
Behind every crisis we read about in the news lurks a moral crisis—a crisis of goodness. To
properly address these issues, Pastor Jonathan Dodson thinks we must be formed as people of
moral goodness. In this wise and practical book, Dodson takes us back to the Beatitudes,
examining each teaching in the context of the new morality in our society today and presenting a
compelling portrait of the truly good life.
Finding Jesus by Doubting the Resurrection Crossway
Helps adult victims of sexual assault move from brokenness to healing. This book outlines a theology or
redemption and includes an application of how the disgrace of the cross can lead victims toward grace.
Faithful Leaders Zondervan
Did Jesus really beat death? That’s what Christians for hundreds of years have believed, that Jesus Christ
returned to life after death and burial in a stone tomb. To the modern mind, “resurrection” is utterly
implausible, but it was also doubtful to many first-century Greeks, Jews, and even some Christians. With such an
incredible assertion at the heart of the Christian faith, it’s no wonder that some people struggle to believe.
Unlike any other book on the resurrection, Raised? encourages you to doubt in order to believe. Too often
Christians look down on doubt, but in Christ, we see a person who welcomes doubt and encourages faith.
Jonathan Dodson and Brad Watson don’t shy away from the hard questions or settle for easy answers. They
help you to see how the resurrection offers hope for the future and answers for the life and death questions we all
face. “I encourage Christians and non-Christians alike to read this book. . . . provocative, illuminating, and
succinct.” —Eileen Flynn, former religion reporter for Austin American-Statesman and Journalism and religion
lecturer at the University of Texas “Wonderfully demonstrates the plausibility of the resurrection of Jesus and
the possibilities for a life of hope.” —Sean McDonough, professor of New Testament at Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary and author of Christ as Creator: Origins of a New Testament Doctrine
Jesus the Great Philosopher InterVarsity Press
Before ascending to heaven, Jesus instructed his followers to “make disciples of all nations.” But what does this
command actually entail? What does it look like for Christians to care for one another’s spiritual well-being and
growth? In this introduction to the basics of discipling, veteran pastor and author Mark Dever uses biblical
definitions and practical examples to show how Christians can help one another become more like Christ every
day. The eighth volume in the 9Marks: Building Healthy Churches series, this short book explains how discipling
should function in the context of the local church, teaching pastors and church leaders how to cultivate a culture
of edification and growth in their congregations.
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