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Reinforced plastics composites are increasingly in demand for the huge
range of long-term applications - not surprisingly, as they are amongst
the best materials in the world for durability. This exceptionally user-
friendly guide has been written for engineers, designers and managers
who are considering using reinforced plastics in applications where a
long product life is essential, including buildings, bridges, boats, tanks,
pipes and swimming pools. The book is clearly written and easily
accessible to those with no background in composite science, although
detailed references are provided for those wishing to pursue any area in
more depth. After introducing the key concepts, there are chapters
focusing on the effects of outdoor weathering, solvent and water attack,
high temperature and repetitive stress. Experience with specific
applications over time is discussed, and repair is considered. The use of
computer techniques in predicting durability is outlined and there are
some case histories.

Resour cesin Education

This book explores the consequences of lowering the voting age
to 16 from a global perspective, bringing together empirical
research from countries where at |east some 16-year-olds are able
to vote. With the aim to show what really happens when younger
people can take part in elections, the authors engage with the key
debates on earlier enfranchisement and examine the lead-up to
and impact of changes to the voting age in countries across the
globe. The book provides the most comprehensive synthesis on
this topic, including detailed case studies and broad comparative
analyses. It summarizes what can be said about youth political
participation and attitudes, and highlights where further research
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Is needed. The findings will be of great interest to researchers
working in youth political socialization and engagement, as well

asto policymakers, youth workers and activists.

The Northwestern Miller

South African universities face major challenges in meeting the
needs of their students in the area of academic language and
literacy. The dominant medium of instruction in the
universities is English and, to a much lesser extent, Afrikaans,
but only a minority of the national population are native
speakers of these languages. Nine other languages can be
media of instruction in schools, which makes the transition to
tertiary education difficult enough in itself for students from
these schools. The focus of this book is on procedures for
assessing the academic language and literacy levels and needs
of students, not in order to exclude students from higher
education but rather to identify those who would benefit from
further development of their ability in order to undertake their
degree studies successfully. The volume also aims to bring the
innovative solutions designed by South African educators to a
wider international audience.
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