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A Swarm, a Flock, a Host Beacon Press
Mark Doty's prose has been hailed as
"tempered and tough, sorrowing and serene"
(The New York Times Book Review) and
"achingly beautiful" (The Boston Globe). In
Still Life with Oysters and Lemon he offers
a stunning exploration of our attachment to
ordinary things-how we invest objects with
human store, and why.
The Memoirs of a Beautiful Boy
Harpercollins
This bold, wide-ranging new
collection - Mark Doty's sixth book
of poems - demonstrates the
unmistakable lyricism, fierce
observation, and force of feeling
that has made his poems matter to
readers on both sides of the

Atlantic. The new poems in Source
deepen Doty's exploration of the
paradox of selfhood. Are we
edgeless and unbounded, or locked
within our own singularity? What is
it to be one person in the world's
great multiplicity of selves? Source
investigates matters of public life -
the degradation of Walt Whitman's
vision of a democratic America; a
child's display of longing on a New
York sidewalk; Provincetown's
restless summer crowds. But the
poems also turn toward the realm of
private struggle: how the self is
claimed and lost through desire, how
the dapple of light on a hotel
windowsill makes a claim for the life
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of the soul. Source is a complex,
boldly coloured self-portrait; its
muscular lines argue fiercely with
the fact of limit and pulse with the
drama of perception, the quest for
forging meaning.
The Salt Ecstasies Harper Collins
Everything about Sarah Bernhardt
is fascinating, from her obscure
birth to her glorious
career--redefining the very nature
of her art--to her amazing (and
highly public) romantic life, to
her indomitable spirit. Well into
her seventies, after the
amputation of her leg, she was
performing under bombardment for
soldiers during World War I and
toured America for the ninth time.
Though the Bernhardt literature is

vast, this is the first English-
language biography to appear in
decades, tracking the trajectory
through which an illegitimate--and
scandalous--daughter of a Jewish
courtesan transformed herself into
the most famous actress who ever
lived, and into a national icon, a
symbol of France.--From publisher
description.

Heaven's Coast W. W. Norton
Named a Most Anticipated Book of 2020 by
Buzzfeed, Library Journal, The Millions,
and The Rumpus Effortlessly blending
biography, criticism, and memoir, National
Book Award–winning poet and best-selling
memoirist Mark Doty explores his personal
quest for Walt Whitman. Mark Doty has
always felt haunted by Walt Whitman’s
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bold, perennially new American voice, and
by his equally radical claims about body and
soul and what it means to be a self. In What
Is the Grass, Doty—a poet, a New Yorker,
and an American—keeps company with
Whitman and his Leaves of Grass, tracing
the resonances between his own experience
and the legendary poet’s life and work.
What is it then between us? Whitman asks.
In search of an answer, Doty explores
spaces—both external and internal—where
he finds the poet’s ghost. He meditates on
desire, love, and the mysterious wellsprings
of the poet’s enduring work: a radical
experience of transformation and
enlightenment, queer sexuality, and an
obsession with death, as well as unabashed
love for a great city and for the fresh, rowdy

character of American speech. In riveting
close readings threaded with personal
memoir and illuminated by awe, Doty
reveals the power of Whitman’s persistent
presence in his life and in the American
imagination at large. How does a voice
survive death? What Is the Grass is a
conversation across time and space, a study
of the astonishment one poet finds in the
accomplishment of another, and an attempt
to grasp Whitman’s deeply hopeful vision
of human possibility.
The Odd Woman and the City David R Godine
Pub
A meditation on dying by a writer who has
been compared to Proust, was much praised
by Salman Rushdie and is perhaps most
famous for producing very little.
Fairyland: A Memoir of My Father Graywolf
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Press
“Fire to Fire should solidify Doty’s position
as a star of contemporary American poetry.
. . . The poems combine close attention to
the fragile, contingent things of the world
with the constant, almost unavoidable
chance of transcendence.” — Publishers
Weekly A landmark collection of new and
published works by one of our finest poets
that is a testament to the clarity and
thoughtful lyricism of his poems Fire to Fire
collects the best works from seven books
of poetry by Mark Doty, acclaimed poet
and New York Times bestselling author of
two memoirs, Firebird and Dog Years.
Doty’s subjects—our mortal situation, the
evanescent beauty of the world, desire’s
transformative power, and art’s ability to
give shape to human lives—echo and

develop across twenty years of poems. His
signature style encompasses both the
plainspoken and the artfully wrought; here
one of contemporary American poetry’s
most lauded, recognizable voices speaks to
the crises and possibilities of our times.
Surviving the Fall Random House
Raised as a good Catholic and enjoying a
successful career, beautiful home, and
wealthy new husband, Ricardo, Heaven
Diaz finds her life turned upside down by
an encounter with the sexy and
manipulative Gloria, who draws her into the
center of a bloody drug war. Original.
The Art of Description Heaven's Coast
SOON TO BE A MAJOR MOTION
PICTURE The definitive biography of
the deeply complex and widely
misunderstood matinee idol of
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Hollywood’s Golden Age. Devastatingly
handsome, broad-shouldered and clean-
cut, Rock Hudson was the ultimate
movie star. The embodiment of romantic
masculinity in American film throughout
the ‘50s and ‘60s, Hudson reigned
supreme as the king of Hollywood. As
an Oscar-nominated leading man,
Hudson won acclaim for his
performances in glossy melodramas
(Magnificent Obsession), western epics
(Giant) and blockbuster bedroom farces
(Pillow Talk). In the ‘70s and ‘80s,
Hudson successfully transitioned to
television; his long-running series
McMillan & Wife and a recurring role on
Dynasty introduced him to a whole new
generation of fans. The icon worshipped

by moviegoers and beloved by his
colleagues appeared to have it all. Yet
beneath the suave and commanding
star persona, there was an insecure,
deeply conflicted, and all too vulnerable
human being. Growing up poor in
Winnetka, Illinois, Hudson was
abandoned by his biological father,
abused by an alcoholic stepfather, and
controlled by his domineering mother.
Despite seemingly insurmountable
obstacles, Hudson was determined to
become an actor at all costs. After
signing with the powerful but predatory
agent Henry Willson, the young hopeful
was transformed from a clumsy, tongue-
tied truck driver into Universal Studio’s
resident Adonis. In a more conservative
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era, Hudson’s wholesome, straight
arrow screen image was at odds with his
closeted homosexuality. As a result of
his gay relationships and clandestine
affairs, Hudson was continually
threatened with public exposure, not
only by scandal sheets like Confidential
but by a number of his own partners. For
years, Hudson dodged questions
concerning his private life, but in 1985
the public learned that the actor was
battling AIDS. The disclosure that such
a revered public figure had contracted
the illness focused worldwide attention
on the epidemic. Drawing on more than
100 interviews with co-stars, family
members and former companions, All
That Heaven Allows finally delivers a

complete and nuanced portrait of one of
the most fascinating stars in cinema
history. Author Mark Griffin provides
new details concerning Hudson’s
troubled relationships with wife Phyllis
Gates and boyfriend Marc Christian.
And here, for the first time, is an in-
depth exploration of Hudson’s classic
films, including Written on the Wind, A
Farewell to Arms, and the cult favorite
Seconds. With unprecedented access to
private journals, personal
correspondence, and production files,
Griffin pays homage to the idol whose
life and death had a lasting impact on
American culture.
Deep Lane: Poems Wayne State
University Press
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The Pure Lover is David Plante’s elegy
to his beloved Nikos Stangos, their forty-
year life together, and its tragic end.
Written in vivid fragments that, like the
pieces of a mosaic, come together into a
glimmering whole, it shows us both the
wild nature of grief and the intimate
conversation that is love.
Sweet Machine HarperCollins UK
Relates the experiences of long-term survivors
of AIDS and includes reports on recent
medical research
Bone Fire Prestel Pub
"It sounds like a simple thing, to say
what you see," Mark Doty begins. "But
try to find words for the shades of a
mottled sassafras leaf, or the reflectivity
of a bay on an August morning, or the

very beginnings of desire stirring in the
gaze of someone looking right into your
eyes . . ." Doty finds refuge in the
sensory experience found in poems by
Blake, Whitman, Bishop, and others.
The Art of Description is an invaluable
book by one of America's most revered
writers and teachers.
Still Life with Oysters and Lemon Open
Road Media
Though five volumes of poetry and his award-
winning memoir, Heaven's Coast, Mark Doty
has produced one of the most important
bodies of work in contemporary literature. In
his powerful new autobiography, Firebird, Doty
tells the story of a ten-year-old in a top hat,
cane, and red chiffon scarf, interrupted while
belting out Judy Garland's "Get Happy" by his
alarmed mother at the bedroom door,
exclaiming, "Son, you're a boy!" A self-
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confessed "chubby smart bookish sissy with
glasses and a Southern accent," Mark Doty
grew up on the move, the family following his
father's engineering work across America--from
Memphis to Tucson, Florida to California. With
Doty's rebellious sister already heading down a
road that will bring her more than the usual
share of teenage troubles, and his parents
bedazzled by their own isolate
disappointments, Firebird presents us with a
heroic little boy who has quite enough worries
without discovering that his dawning sexuality
is The Wrong One. Attracted not to baseball
gloves or space travel but to textiles and opera,
horror movies and free-form dance, he finds
that his confusion and fear are shared by those
around him as he tries to make his way into the
world to the sound of Petula Clark singing
"Downtown." A heartbreaking comedy of one
family's dissolution through the corrosive
powers of alcohol, sorrow, and thwarted desire,

Firebird is also a wry evocation of childhood's
pleasures and terrors, and a comic tour of
suburban American life in the fifties and sixties.
Lyrical and shattering at once, alive with vivid
characters and a beauty of language and detail
that are the hallmarks of Doty's miraculous
prose, Firebird is unsparingly truthful and
compassionate, a testament to how it is
possible to save oneself through the
transformative power of art.
The Blessing Viking Adult
The powerful and influential last poems of an
unsung master, now again available, with a
new introduction by National Book Award
winner Mark Doty James L. White's The Salt
Ecstasies—originally published in 1982, shortly
after White's untimely death—has earned a
reputation for its artful and explicit expression
of love and desire. In this new edition, with an
introduction by Mark Doty and previously
unpublished works by White, his invaluable
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poetry is again available—clear, passionate, and
hard-earned. The Salt Ecstasies is a new book
in the Graywolf Poetry Re/View Series, edited
by Doty, dedicated to bringing essential books
of contemporary American poetry back into
print.
Firebird Alyson Publications
An intimate look at widowhood.
Turtle, Swan UPNE
A collection of poems by Mark Doty.
What Is the Grass: Walt Whitman in
My Life Simon and Schuster
An acclaimed poet’s “gripping” memoir
of an accidental tragedy, a childhood
haunted by guilt, and a quest to find
healing through art (Publishers Weekly).
When Gregory Orr was twelve years
old, he shot and killed his brother in a
hunting accident. From the immediate

aftermath—a period of shock, sadness,
and isolation—it quickly became clear
that support and guidance would not be
coming from his distant mother. Nor
would it come from his father, a
philandering country doctor addicted to
amphetamines. Left to his own devices,
the boy suffered. Guilt weighed on him
throughout a childhood split between the
rural Hudson Valley and jungles of Haiti.
As a young man, his feelings and a
growing sense of idealism prompted him
to activism in the civil rights movement,
where he marched and was imprisoned,
and then scarred again by a terrifying
abduction. Eventually, Orr’s
experiences led him to understand that
art, particularly poetry, could work as a
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powerful source of healing and meaning
to combat the trauma he carried.
Throughout The Blessing, Orr articulates
his journey in language as lyrical as it is
authentic, gifting us all with a singular
tale of survival, and of the
transformation of suffering into art.
“Even a chaotic and hapless family, it
seems, can confer a blessing—the
strength to live in the world as it is, and
the wisdom to love people as they are.
The book is not so much about surviving
pain so much as developing a writer’s
instinct for transforming it.” —Kathleen
Norris, New York Times–bestselling
author of The Cloister Walk
Lying Simon and Schuster
Lorene Cary’s grandmother moves in, and

everything changes: day-to-day life, family
relationships, the Nana she knew—even their
shared past. From cherished memories of
weekends she spent as a child with her
indulgent Nana to the reality of the year she
spent “ladysitting” her now frail grandmother,
Lorene Cary journeys through stories of their
time together and five generations of their
African American family. Brilliantly weaving a
narrative of her complicated yet transformative
relationship with Nana—a fierce, stubborn, and
independent woman, who managed a business
until she was 100—Cary looks at Nana’s
impulse to control people and fate, from the
early death of her mother and oppression in the
Jim Crow South to living on her own in her New
Jersey home. Cary knew there might be some
reckonings to come. Nana was a force: Her
obstinacy could come out in unanticipated
ways—secretly getting a driver’s license to
show up her husband, carrying on a longtime
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feud with Cary’s father. But Nana could also be
devoted: to Nana’s father, to black causes,
and—Cary had thought—to her grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. Facing the inevitable
end raises tensions, with Cary drawing on her
spirituality and Nana consoling herself with late-
night sweets and the loyalty of caregivers.
When Nana doubts Cary’s dedication, Cary
must go deeper into understanding this
complicated woman. In Ladysitting, Cary
captures the ruptures, love, and, perhaps,
forgiveness that can occur in a family as she
bears witness to her grandmother’s 101
vibrant years of life.
Close to the Knives Graywolf Press
Mark Doty's prose has been hailed as
"tempered and tough, sorrowing and
serene" (The New York Times Book
Review) and "achingly beautiful" (The
Boston Globe). In Still Life with Oysters

and Lemon he offers a stunning
exploration of our attachment to ordinary
things-how we invest objects with
human store, and why.
Source Harper Collins
A triumphant tale of a young woman
and her difficult childhood, The Glass
Castle is a remarkable memoir of
resilience, redemption, and a revelatory
look into a family at once deeply
dysfunctional and wonderfully vibrant.
Jeannette Walls was the second of four
children raised by anti-institutional
parents in a household of extremes.
The Glass Castle Vintage
The “fierce, erotic, haunting, truthful” memoirs
of an extraordinary artist, activist, and
iconoclast who lit up late-twentieth-century
New York (Dennis Cooper). One of the New
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York Times’ “50 Best Memoirs of the Past 50
Years” David Wojnarowicz’s brief but eventful
life was not easy. From a suburban
adolescence marked by neglect, drugs,
prostitution, and abuse to a squalid life on the
streets of New York City, to fame—and
infamy—as an activist and controversial visual
artist whose work was lambasted in the halls of
Congress, all before his early death from AIDS
at age thirty-seven, Wojnarowicz seemed to be
at war with a homophobic “establishment” and
the world itself. Yet what emerged from the
darkness was a truly extraordinary artist and
human being—an angry young man of
remarkable poetic sensibilities who was
inordinately sympathetic to those who, like him,
lived and struggled outside society’s
boundaries. Close to the Knives is his searing
yet strangely beautiful account told in a
collection of powerful essays. An author whom
reviewers have compared to Kerouac and

Genet, David Wojnarowicz mesmerizes,
horrifies, and delights in equal measure with
his unabashed honesty. At once savage and
funny, poignant and sexy, compassionate and
unforgiving, his words and stories cut like
knives, leaving indelible marks on all who read
them.
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