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Continental Philosophy: A
Very Short Introduction
Oxford University Press, USA
How ought we to live? What
really exists? How do we
know? This book introduces
important themes in ethics,
knowledge, and the self, via
readings from Plato, Hume,
Descartes, Hegel, Darwin, and
Buddhist writers. It

emphasizes throughout the
point of doing philosophy,
explains how different areas
of philosophy are related,
and explores the contexts in
which philosophy was and is
done. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-
sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging

topics highly readable.

Hegel: A Very Short Introduction
Oxford University Press
Jesus turned water into wine,
Mohammad split the moon into two,
and Buddha walked and spoke
immediately upon birth. According
to recent statistics, even in the
present age of advanced science
and technology, most people
believe in miracles. In fact,
newspapers and television
regularly report alleged miracles,
such as recoveries from incurable
diseases, extremely unlikely
coincidences, and religious signs
and messages on unexpected
objects. In this book the award-
winning author and philosopher
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Yujin Nagasawa addresses some of
our most fundamental questions
concerning miracles. What exactly
is a miracle? What types of miracles
are believed in the world's great
religions? What do recent scientific
findings tell us about miracles? Can
we rationally believe that miracles
have really taken place? Can there
be acts that are more religiously
significant than miracles? Drawing
on a vast variety of fascinating
examples from across the major
religions, Nagasawa discusses the
lively debate on miracles that
ranges from reported miracles in
ancient scriptures in the East and
West to cutting-edge scientific
research on belief formation.
Throughout, he drives us to ask
ourselves if and how we can still
believe in in miracles in the twenty-
first century. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect

way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Heidegger: A Very Short Introduction
OUP Oxford
Utilitarianism is one of the most
important and influential secular
philosophies of modern times, and has
drawn considerable debate and
controversy. This book considers its
origins, its relevance to modern moral
challenges, and the arguments and
discussions around utilitarian
approaches.
Analytic Philosophy Oxford University Press
In this provocative but balanced essay, Kenneth
Minogue discusses the development of politics from
the ancient world to the twentieth century. He
prompts us to consider why political systems evolve,
how politics offers both power and order in our
society, whether democracy is always a good thing,
and what future politics may have in the twenty-first
century. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert

authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Philosophy: a Very Short Introduction Oxford
University Press
French culture is unique in that philosophy has
played a significant role from the early-modern
period onwards, intimately associated with
political, religious, and literary debates, as well as
with epistemological and scientific ones. While
Latin was the language of learning there was a
universal philosophical literature, but with the rise
of vernacular literatures things changed and a
distinctive national form of philosophy arose in
France. This Very Short Introduction covers
French philosophy from its origins in the sixteenth
century up to the present, analysing it within its
social, political, and cultural context. Beginning
with psychology and epistemology, Stephen
Gaukroger and Knox Peden then move onto the
emergence of radical philosophy in the eighteenth
century, before considering post-revolutionary
philosophy in the nineteenth century, philosophy
in the world wars, the radical thought of the 1960s,
and finally French philosophy today. Throughout,
they explore the dilemma sustained by the
markedly national conception of French
philosophy, and its history of speaking out on
matters of universal concern. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles
in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
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subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Oxford University Press
This book introduces readers to the
concepts of political philosophy. It starts by
explaining why the subject is important and
how it tackles basic ethical questions such
as 'how should we live together in society?'
It looks at political authority, the reasons
why we need politics at all, the limitations
of politics, and whether there are areas of
life that shouldn't be governed by politics.
It explores the connections between
political authority and justice, a constant
theme in political philosophy, and the ways
in which social justice can be used to
regulate rather than destroy a market
economy. David Miller discusses why
nations are the natural units of government
and whether the rise of multiculturalism
and transnational co-operation will change
this: will we ever see the formation of a
world government? ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These

pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
Habermas: A Very Short Introduction Sterling
Publishing Company Incorporated
What is time? What does it mean for time to
pass? Is it possible to travel in time? What is
the difference between the past and future?
Until the work of Newton, these questions
were purely topics of philosophical
speculation. Since then we've learned a great
deal about time, and its study has moved from
a subject of philosophical reflection to instead
became part of the subject matter of physics.
This Very Short Introduction introduces
readers to the current physical understanding
of the direction of time, from the Second Law
of Thermodynamics to the emergence of
complexity and life. Jenann Ismael charts the
line of development in physical theory from
Newton, via Einstein's Theory of Relativity, to
the current day. Einstein's innovations led to a
vision of time very different from the familiar
time of everyday sense. In this new vision,
time is one of the dimensions in which the
universe is extended alongside the spatial
dimensions. The universe appears as a static

block of events, in which there is no more a
difference between past and future than there is
between east and west. Discussing the
controversy and philosophical confusion which
surrounded the reception of this new vision,
Ismael also covers the contemporary mixture of
statistical mechanics, cognitive science, and
phenomenology that point the way to
reconciling the familiar time of everyday sense
with the vision of time presented in Einstein's
theories. Very Short Introductions: Brilliant,
Sharp, Inspiring ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
The Antarctic: A Very Short Introduction
Oxford Paperbacks
Immanuel Kant is one of the most
influential-and most complex-modern
philosophers. His ideas on the subjective
nature of reality challenged contemporary
beliefs about God, morality, and free will.
Roger Scruton, a well-known and
controversial philosopher in his own right,
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tackles his exceptionally complex subject
with a strong hand, providing an accessible
introduction to Kant's work and his pivotal
Critique of Pure Reason.
Kant: A Very Short Introduction OUP Oxford
Understanding how our living environment
works is essentially a study of ecological
systems. Ecology is the science of how
organisms interact with each other and with
their environment, and how such interactions
create self-organising communities and
ecosystems. This science touches us all. The
food we eat, the water we drink, the natural
resources we use, our physical and mental
health, and much of our cultural heritage are to
a large degree products of ecological
interactions of organisms and their
environment. This Very Short Introduction
celebrates the centrality of ecology in our
lives. Jaboury Ghazoul explores how ecology
has evolved rapidly from natural history to
become a predictive science that explains how
the natural world works, and which guides
environmental policy and management
decisions. Drawing on a range of examples, he
shows how ecological science can be applied
to management and conservation, including the
extent to which theory has shaped practice.
Ecological science has also shaped social and
cultural perspectives on the environment, a

process that influences politics of the
environment. Ghazoul concludes by
considering the future of ecology, particularly
in the light of current and future environmental
challenges. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Wittgenstein: A Very Short Introduction OUP
Oxford
Very Short Introduction Boxed Sets Books that
are perfect to pop in your pocket now
packaged to make the ideal gift!Five of the
best-selling introductory books to 19th
philosophy from the highly acclaimed Very
Short Introductions series packaged in a stylish
case to make the ideal gift or way-in to a
subject area.This boxed set gives a great
introductory overview to the subject of 19th
century philosophy: Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche,
Schopenhauer, Kierkegaard.Hegel: A Very
Short Introduction by Peter Singer'an excellent
introduction to Hegel's thought... Hegel is
neatly placed in historical context; the formal
waltz of dialectic and the dialectic master and

slave are economically illumined; Singer's use
of analogy is at times inspired.' - Sunday
TimesMarx: A Very Short Introduction by
Peter SingerPeter Singer identifies the central
vision that unifies Marx's thought, enabling us
to grasp Marx's views as a whole. He sees him
as a philosopher primarily concerned with
human freedom, rather than as an economist or
a social scientist. He explains alienation,
historical materialism, the economictheory of
Capital, and Marx's ideas of communism, in
plain English, and concludes with an
assessment of Marx's legacy.Nietzsche: A Very
Short Introduction by Michael TannerMichael
Tanner's readable introduction to the
philosopher's life and work examines the
numerous ambiguities inherent in his writings.
It also explodes the many misconceptions
fostered in the hundred years since Nietzsche
wrote, prophetically: 'Do not, above all,
confound me with what I am
not!'Schopenhauer: A Very Short Introduction
by Christopher Janaway'an excellent brief
introduction to Schopenhauer's thought - well-
written, concise, and pitched at just the right
level.' - Christopher Norris, University of
WalesSchopenhauer's philosophy inspired
many artists and thinkers including Nietzsche,
Wagner, Freud, and Wittgenstein. His central
notion is that of the will - a blind, irrational
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force that he uses to interpret both the human
mind and the whole of nature. Seeing human
behaviour as that of a naturalorganism
governed by the will to life, Schopenhauer
developed radical insights concerning the
unconscious and sexuality which influenced
both psychologists and
philosophers.Kierkegaard: A Very Short
Introduction by Patrick GardinerSoren
Kierkegaard (1813-55) wrote widely on
religious, psychological, and literary themes.
His seminal diagnosis of the human condition,
emphasizing the significance of individual
choice, was his most striking philosophical
legacy, particularly for the growth of
existentialism. Patrick Gardiner's beautifully
written Kierkegaard makes him come alive
both as a thinker and as a human being. '
-Independent
Critical Theory Oxford University Press
How ought we to live? What really exists?
How do we know? Edward Craig discusses
some of the key questions philosophy
engages with. He explores important
themes in ethics, knowledge, and the self,
alongside a new chapter for this edition on
free will, discussing determinism and
indeterminism in the context of Descartes
and Hegel's work.

Marx OUP Oxford
Soren Kierkegaard (1813-55), one of the most
original thinkers of the nineteenth century, wrote
widely on religious, psychological, and literary
themes. This book shows how Kierkegaard
developed his views in emphatic opposition to
prevailing opinions. His arresting but paradoxical
conception of religious belief is critically
discussed, and Patrick Gardiner concludes this
lucid introduction by showing how Kiekegaard has
influenced contemporary thought.

German Philosophy: A Very Short
Introduction Oxford University Press
No one has ever described American
democracy with more accurate insight or
more profoundly than Alexis de
Tocqueville. After meeting with Americans
on extensive travels in the United States,
and intense study of documents and
authorities, he authored the landmark
Democracy in America, publishing its two
volumes in 1835 and 1840. Ever since, this
book has been the best source for every
serious attempt to understand America and
democracy itself. Yet Tocqueville himself
remains a mystery behind the elegance of
his style. Now one of our leading
authorities on Tocqueville explains him in
this splendid new entry in Oxford's

acclaimed Very Short Introduction series.
Harvey Mansfield addresses his subject as a
thinker, clearly and incisively exploring
Tocqueville's writings--not only his
masterpiece, but also his secret
Recollections, intended for posterity alone,
and his unfinished work on his native
France, The Old Regime and the
Revolution. Tocqueville was a liberal,
Mansfield writes, but not of the usual sort.
The many elements of his life found
expression in his thought: his aristocratic
ancestry, his ventures in politics, his
voyages abroad, his hopes and fears for
America, and his disappointment with
France. All his writings show a passion for
political liberty and insistence on human
greatness. Perhaps most important, he saw
liberty not in theories, but in the practice of
self-government in America. Ever an
opponent of abstraction, he offered an
analysis that forces us to consider what we
actually do in our politics--suggesting that
theory itself may be an enemy of freedom.
And that, Mansfield writes, makes him a
vitally important thinker for today.
Translator of an authoritative edition of
Democracy in America, Harvey Mansfield
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here offers the fruit of decades of research
and reflection in a clear, insightful, and
marvelously compact introduction.
Leibniz Createspace Independent Publishing
Platform
Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889-1951) was an
extraordinarily original philospher, whose
influence on twentieth-century thinking goes well
beyond philosophy itself. In this book, which aims
to make Wittgenstein's thought accessible to the
general non-specialist reader, A. C. Grayling
explains the nature and impact of Wittgenstein's
views. He describes both his early and later
philosophy, the differences and connections
between them, and gives a fresh assessment of
Wittgenstein's continuing influence on
contemporary thought. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
Marx OUP Oxford
Kant is arguably the most influential modern
philosopher, but also one of the most difficult.
Roger Scruton tackles his exceptionally
complex subject with a strong hand, exploring
the background to Kant's work and showing

why the Critique of Pure Reason has proved so
enduring. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Politics: A Very Short Introduction Oxford
University Press, USA
Many people regard Hegel's work as obscure
and extremely difficult, yet his importance and
influence are universally acknowledged.
Professor Singer eliminates any excuse for
remaining ignorant of the outlines of Hegel's
philosophy by providing a broad discussion of
his ideas and an account of his major works.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Hegel: A Very Short Introduction Oxford
University Press

`A very good idea, these Very Short Introductions, a
new concept from OUP' Nicholas Lezard, Guardian
--Book Jacket.
Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction Oxford
University Press
Schopenhauer: A Very Short Introduction By
Christopher Janaway
Environmental Ethics: A Very Short
Introduction OUP Oxford
The Antarctic is one the most hostile natural
environments in the world. It is an
extraordinary physical space, which changes
significantly in shape and size with the passing
of the seasons. Politically, it is unique as it
contains one of the few areas of continental
space not claimed by any nation-state.
Scientifically, the continental ice sheet has
provided us with vital evidence about the
Earth's past climate. In this Very Short
Introduction, Klaus Dodds provides a modern
account of Antarctica, highlighting the main
issues facing the continent today. Looking at
how the Antarctic has been explored and
represented in the last hundred years, Dodds
considers the main exploratory and scientific
achievements of the region. He explains how
processes such as globalization mean that the
Antarctic is increasingly involved in a wider
circuit of ideas, goods, people, trade, and
governance - all of which have an impact on
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the future of the region. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-
sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Kierkegaard: A Very Short Introduction
OUP Oxford
Secondary edition statement from sticker on
cover.
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