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How It All Began Simon and Schuster
A vibrant new novel from Penelope
Lively—a wry, wise story about the
surprising ways lives intersect
Look out for Penelope Lively’s new
book, The Purple Swamp Hen and
Other Stories. When Charlotte
Rainsford, a retired
schoolteacher, is accosted by a
petty thief on a London street,
the consequences ripple across the
lives of acquaintances and
strangers alike. A marriage
unravels after an illicit love
affair is revealed through an
errant cell phone message; a posh
yet financially strapped interior
designer meets a business partner
who might prove too good to be
true; an old-guard historian tries
to recapture his youthful vigor

with an ill-conceived idea for a TV
miniseries; and a middle-aged
central European immigrant learns
to speak English and reinvents his
life with the assistance of some
new friends. Through a richly
conceived and colorful cast of
characters, Penelope Lively
explores the powerful role of
chance in people's lives and deftly
illustrates how our paths can be
altered irrevocably by someone we
will never even meet. Brought to
life in her hallmark graceful prose
and full of keen insights into
human nature, How It All Began is
an engaging, contemporary tale that
is sure to strike a chord with her
legion of loyal fans as well as new
readers. A writer of rare wisdom,
elegance, and humor, Lively is a
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consummate storyteller whose gifts
are on full display in this
masterful work.

According to Mark Penguin UK
"In this haunting new novel, the act of forgetting is
as strange and interesting as the power of
remembering." —The New York Times Book
Review Look out for Penelope Lively’s new book,
The Purple Swamp Hen and Other Stories.
Penelope Lively is renowned for her signature
combination of silken storytelling and nuanced
human insights. In Family Album, lively masterfully
peels back one family's perfect fa�ade to reveal the
unsettling truths. All Alison ever wanted was to
provide her six children with a blissful childhood.
Its creation, however, became an obsession that
involved Ingrid, the family au pair. As adults, Paul,
Gina, Sandra, Katie, Roger, and Clare return to
their family home and as mysteries begin to
unravel, each must confront how the consequences
of long-held secrets have shaped their lives.

Metamorphosis HarperCollins UK
Rare personal reflections from “one
of our most talented writers” (The
New York Times Book Review)
Look out for Penelope Lively’s new
book, The Purple Swamp Hen and
Other Stories. Memory and history
have been Penelope Lively’s terrain
in fiction throughout a career that
has spanned five decades. In this
“funny, smart, and poignant” (Los
Angeles Times) memoir, she offers
a glimpse into her influences and
formative years, as well as a view
of what life looks like from the
vantage point of eighty years.
Lively traces the arc of her own
life, from early childhood in Cairo to
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boarding school in England to the
sweeping social changes of Britain’s
twentieth century. She reflects on
her early love of archaeology, and
on the fragments of the ancients
that have accompanied her journey.
She also takes an intimate look back
at a life devoted to books and writes
insightfully about aging.
City of the Mind Isis Large Print Books
A Man Booker Prize–shortlisted first novel and
a “searing study of the peculiar state of being in
love” (The Sunday Telegraph). In The Road to
Lichfield, Penelope Lively explores the nature
of history and memory as it is embodied in the
life of forty-year-old Anne Linton, who comes
to her father’s aid when he is moved into a
nursing home in a distant town. As she shares
his last weeks, she unexpectedly learns that her

father had a mistress. With this new knowledge,
Linton must examine the realities of her own
life—of her childhood, her marriage—and ask,
what secrets has she also kept? Deeply felt and
beautifully controlled, The Road to Lichfield is
a subtle exploration of chance and consequence,
of the intricate weave of generations across a
past never fully known, and a future never fully
anticipated. “Like all of Lively’s best novels,
The Road to Lichfield contains beneath its
modest veneer great depths of intelligence,
perception and feeling.” —The Washington Post
Book World
Just One Year Little Brown & Company
A “well crafted . . . fascinating” story of a
London architect’s struggle for identity in
love and career (Time Out). This is the city in
which everything is simultaneous. There is no
yesterday, nor tomorrow, merely weather,
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and decay, and construction. In London’s
changing heartland, architect Matthew
Halland can’t help but contemplate how the
past and the present blend. It stirs memories of
his boyhood, the early years with his daughter,
and the failed marriage he has not yet put
behind him. Here, too, is the London of
prehistory, of Georgian elegance, of the Blitz.
But at the same time, Matthew must keep
focused on the constructing of a new future
for London—his latest project in
Docklands—and with it he begins to forge
new beginnings of his own. City of the Mind is
the “lucid and complex, meditative and
playful, concise and expansive” second novel
from the Man Booker Prize–winning author
(The Washington Post Book World).
Romancing Mister Bridgerton Grove Press

When the BBC plans a programme on the dig
which made archaeologist Hugh Paxton famous, a
host of memories are disinterred, and lives
disrupted. Kate adored her father and considers
the TV scheme an intrusion. Laura Paxton, lonely
and bored, is delighted at the prospect of being
seen as the charming widow of a distinguished
scholar. A cynical on-looker to the filming is Tom
Rider, Kate's fiance. While completing his thesis
on an 18th century antiquarian, Tom observes the
perplexities of being English and the parasitism of
making a living out of the past. For Paxton's
family and colleagues, the site, a Neolithic barrow,
becomes the focus for recollections as selective as
the filming which will in turn distort the Wiltshire
scenery.
The Road to Lichfield Penguin
"Former tennis player Easton Bradbury is trying
to be the best teacher she can be, trying to reach
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her bored students, trying to forget her past ...
Now one parent-teacher meeting may be her
undoing. Meeting Tyler Marek for the first time
makes it easy for Easton to see why his son is
having trouble in school. The man knows how to
manage businesses and wealth, not a living,
breathing teenage boy. Or a young teacher, for
that matter, though he tries to. And yet there is
something about him that draws Easton in a hint
of vulnerability, a flash of attraction, a spark that
might burn"--
Read Pink How It All Began Fig Tree
A glimmering collection of new short fiction from the
Booker Prize winner. “Lively writes with an
astringent blend of sympathy and detachment,
emotional wisdom and satiric wit.” —Michiko
Kakutani, The New York Times In such acclaimed
novels as The Photograph, Family Album, and How
It All Began, Penelope Lively has captivated readers
with her singular blend of wisdom, elegance, and

humor. Now, in her first story collection in decades,
Lively takes up themes of history, family, and
relationships across varied and vividly rendered
settings. In the title story, a Mediterranean purple
swamp hen chronicles the secrets and scandals of
Quintus Pompeius’s villa, culminating with his
narrow escape from the lava and ash of Vesuvius.
“Abroad” captures the low point of an artist
couple’s tumultuous European road trip, trapped in
a remote Spanish farmhouse and forced to paint a
family mural and pitch in with chores to pay for
repairs to their broken-down car. Other stories reveal
friends and lovers in fateful moments of indiscretion,
discovery, and even retribution—as in “The Third
Wife,” when a woman learns her husband is a serial
con artist and turns a house-hunting trip into an
elaborately staged revenge trap. Each of these
delightful stories is elevated by Lively’s signature
graceful prose and eye for the subtle yet powerfully
evocative detail. Wry, charming, and keenly insightful,
The Purple Swamp Hen and Other Stories is a
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masterful achievement from one of our most beloved
writers.
Next To Never Grove/Atlantic, Inc.
A tale of marital intrigue. The protagonist is a
woman photographer sent to investigate an old
murder on an island. She takes along her
husband, the husband's brother and the brother's
girlfriend. Problems arise when the husband
develops an interest in the other woman. By the
author of Resistance.
How It All Began Grove/Atlantic, Inc.
A time-travel story that is both a poignant exploration
of human identity and an absorbing tale of suspense.
It’s natural to feel a little out of place when you’re
the new girl, but when Charlotte Makepeace wakes
up after her first night at boarding school, she’s
baffled: everyone thinks she’s a girl called Clare
Mobley, and even more shockingly, it seems she has
traveled forty years back in time to 1918. In the
months to follow, Charlotte wakes alternately in her

own time and in Clare’s. And instead of having only
one new set of rules to learn, she also has to contend
with the unprecedented strangeness of being an
entirely new person in an era she knows nothing
about. Her teachers think she’s slow, the other girls
find her odd, and, as she spends more and more time
in 1918, Charlotte starts to wonder if she remembers
how to be Charlotte at all. If she doesn’t figure out
some way to get back to the world she knows before
the end of the term, she might never have another
chance.
How it All Began Penelope Lively Penelope
Lively Abrams
The Booker Prize winning author's sweeping
saga of three generations of women "One of
the most accomplished writers of fiction of
our day" (The Washington Post ) follows the
lives and loves of three women--Lorna,
Molly, and Ruth--from World War II-era
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London to the close of the century. Told in
Lively's incomparable prose, this is a powerful
story of growth, death, and renewal, as well as
a penetrating look at how the major and
minor events of the twentieth century changed
lives. By chronicling the choices and
consequences that comprise one family's
history, Lively offers an intimate and profound
reaffirmation of the force of connection
between generations.
A Stitch in Time Harper Collins
A magical fantasy, an allegorical cautionary tale, a
feast of language, a celebration of creativity--this
dazzling debut novel is poised to become a story
for the ages! Penelope is running out of time! She
dreams of being a writer, but how can she pursue
her passion when her mother schedules every
minute of her life? And how will she ever prove

that writing is worthwhile if her mother keeps
telling her to "get busy!" and "be more
productive"? Then one day, Penelope discovers a
hole in her schedule--an entire day completely
unplanned!--and she mysteriously falls into it.
What follows is a mesmerizing journey through
the Realm of Possibility where Penelope sets out
to find and free the Great Moodler, the one
person who may have the answers she seeks.
Along the way, she must face an army of
Clockworkers, battle the evil Chronos, take a
daring Flight of Fancy, and save herself from the
grip of time. Brimming with clever language and
masterful wordplay, The Lost Track of Time is a
high-stakes adventure that will take you to a place
where nothing is impossible and every minute
doesn't count--people do!
The Lost Track of Time Penguin UK
Winner of the Man Booker Prize Penelope Lively
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won Britain's prestigious Booker Prize for this
deeply moving, elegantly structured novel.
Elderly, uncompromising Claudia Hampton lies
in a London hospital bed with memories of life
fluttering through her fading consciousness. An
author of popular history, Claudia proclaims she's
carrying out her last project: a history of the
world. This history turns out to be a mosaic of her
life, her own story tangled with those of her
brother, her lover and father of her daughter, and
the center of her life, Tom, her one great love
found and lost in war-torn Egypt. Always the
independent woman, often with contentious
relationships, Claudia's personal history is
complex and fascinating. As people visit Claudia,
they shake and twist the mosaic, changing speed,
movement, and voice, to reveal themselves and
Claudia's impact on their world.
Mack Daddy Penguin

It is a long, hot summer at World's End, a two-family
grey stone cottage in the English countryside. Pauline
is editing a romance novel in the smaller dwelling, and
the larger part is occupied by her daughter, Teresa;
Teresa's baby; and her husband, Maurice, a writer,
whose infatuation with his editor's girlfriend is
growing. Pauline fears for Teresa, who is passionately
in love with her husband, for she senses Maurice's
imminent betrayal. She remembers a time when her
possessive passion for Teresa's father eroded her own
youth. A stunning and unexpected denouncement
irrevocably changes the order of things for this family,
whose intimacy the reader abandons reluctantly at
novel's end.
The Purple Swamp Hen and Other Stories
Penguin
A palaeontologist by choice--and perhaps
due to the accidental discovery of a fossil
fragment on the north coast of England when
he was six years old--Howard Beamish is
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flying to Nairobi on a professional mission
when his plane is forced to land in an
imaginary country called Callimbia. On
assignment to write a travel piece for Sunday
magazine, journalist Lucy Faulkner is on the
same flight. What happens to Howard and
Lucy in Callimbia is one of those accidents
that determine fate, that can bring love and
take away joy, that reveal to us the
precariousness of our existence and the
trajectory of our lives.
Penelope Fitzgerald Penguin
From the Booker Prize winner and national
bestselling author, reflections on gardening, art,
literature, and life Penelope Lively takes up her
key themes of time and memory, and her lifelong
passions for art, literature, and gardening in this
philosophical and poetic memoir. From the

courtyards of her childhood home in Cairo to a
family cottage in Somerset, to her own gardens in
Oxford and London, Lively conducts an expert
tour, taking us from Eden to Sissinghurst and into
her own backyard, traversing the lives of writers
like Virginia Woolf and Philip Larkin while
imparting her own sly and spare wisdom. "Her
body of work proves that certain themes never go
out of fashion," writes the New York Times Book
Review, as true of this beautiful volume as of the
rest of the Lively canon. Now in her eighty-fourth
year, Lively muses, "To garden is to elide past,
present, and future; it is a defiance of time."
How It All Began Penguin Group USA
The Man Booker Prize–winning author
“charts the efforts of a middle-aged brother
and sister to begin a new life after their
tyrannical mother’s death” (The New
York Times). In Passing On, “the richest
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and most rewarding of her novels,” Penelope
Lively applies her distinctive insight and
consummate artistry to the story of an abusive
and manipulative mother’s legacy to her
children (The Washington Post Book World).
When Dorothy Glover dies, ending her reign
of terror, siblings Helen and Edward Daimler,
both middle-aged and unmarried, are left ill
equipped to move forward and lead their own
healthy, independent lives. But as time passes,
the two slowly learn to accept what has been
lost in their own lives and begin to embrace
what can still be retrieved. Writing with both
wit and compassion, Lively conjures up
Edward and Helen’s dilemmas with
uncommon sympathy, immersing the reader
in their concerns through her careful
orchestration of emotional details. “Passing

On feels like real life drawn to scale, where
private dreams dwarf the daily routine . . . The
slow unfolding of secrets gives the book
tension without melodrama.” —San
Francisco Chronicle
You Let Me In How It All Began
The classic ghost story from Penelope Lively, one
of the modern greats of British fiction for adults
and children alike.When James' family moves to
a ancient cottage in Oxfordshire (with grounds
that are great for excavations and trees that are
perfect for climbing), it doesn't take long for odd
things to stard happening. Doors crash open and
strange signs appear, written in an archaic hand.
James soon discovers the culprit: a ghost! It's the
spirit of Thomas Kempe, a 17th century
apothecary who wants James to be his apprentice.
The problem? No one else believes in ghosts. It's
up to James to get rid of him... An iconic ghost
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story for children, The Ghost of Thomas Kempe is
adored by generations of readers.
Treasures of Time Open Road + Grove/Atlantic
A New York Times Bestseller From #1 New York
Times bestselling author Julia Quinn comes the story
of Colin Bridgerton and Penelope Featherington, in
the fourth of her beloved Regency-set novels
featuring the charming, powerful Bridgerton family,
now a series created by Shondaland for Netflix.
COLIN AND PENELOPE’S STORY Penelope
Featherington has secretly adored her best friend’s
brother for . . . well, it feels like forever. After half a
lifetime of watching Colin Bridgerton from afar, she
thinks she knows everything about him, until she
stumbles across his deepest secret . . . and fears she
doesn’t know him at all. Colin Bridgerton is tired of
being thought of as nothing but an empty-headed
charmer, tired of the notorious gossip columnist Lady
Whistledown, who can’t seem to publish an edition
without mentioning him. But when Colin returns to
London from a trip abroad, he discovers nothing in

his life is quite the same—especially Penelope
Featherington! The girl who was always simply there is
suddenly the girl haunting his dreams. When he
discovers that Penelope has secrets of her own, this
elusive bachelor must decide . . . is she his biggest
threat— or his promise of a happy ending?
Life in the Garden Penelope Ward Books, Inc.
From New York Times bestselling author Penelope
Ward, comes a new standalone novel. The beginning
of my sophomore year in college was off to a rough
start. On the first day of orientation, I had an
altercation with an infuriating British dude in a
campus bathroom. (The ladies’ room was out of
order. So, I used the men’s room. Don’t judge.) I
got home later that night and realized that the foreign
student we were expecting to rent a room in my
parents’ house was allergic to our cat. So, the spare
room went to someone else: Caleb—the British guy
from the men’s room. And so it began⋯my love-
hate story with Caleb Yates. Or was it hate-love in that
order? The guy knew how to push every one of my
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buttons. Sometimes I’d email him to express my
aggravation and disdain. He’d actually rewrite my
own words and send them back to me. That was the
type of infuriating person Caleb was. So frustrating.
And⋯ Sometimes incredibly funny and endearingly
sweet. And hot. He eventually grew on me, and Caleb
soon became one of my best friends that year. Too
bad he was headed back to England soon, so nothing
could happen between us—for so many reasons. I
definitely couldn't fall in love with him, especially
since all we had was just one year.
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