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Lessons in Secular Criticism Prometheus
Books
An ethnographic exploration of
technoscientific immortality Immortality has
long been considered the domain of religion.

But immortality projects have gained increasing
legitimacy and power in the world of science
and technology. With recent rapid advances in
biology, nanotechnology, and artificial
intelligence, secular immortalists hope for and
work toward a future without death. On Not
Dying is an anthropological, historical, and
philosophical exploration of immortality as a
secular and scientific category. Based on an
ethnography of immortalist
communities—those who believe humans can
extend their personal existence indefinitely
through technological means—and an
examination of other institutions involved at

the end of life, Abou Farman argues that secular
immortalism is an important site to explore the
tensions inherent in secularism: how to accept
death but extend life; knowing the future is
open but your future is finite; that life has
meaning but the universe is meaningless. As
secularism denies a soul, an afterlife, and a
cosmic purpose, conflicts arise around the
relationship of mind and body, individual
finitude and the infinity of time and the cosmos,
and the purpose of life. Immortalism today,
Farman argues, is shaped by these historical
and culturally situated tensions. Immortalist
projects go beyond extending life, confronting
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dualism and cosmic alienation by imagining
(and producing) informatic selves separate from
the biological body but connected to a cosmic
unfolding. On Not Dying interrogates the social
implications of technoscientific immortalism
and raises important political questions. Whose
life will be extended? Will these technologies be
available to all, or will they reproduce racial
and geopolitical hierarchies? As human life on
earth is threatened in the Anthropocene, why
should life be extended, and what will that
prolonged existence look like?
The Nonreligious Cambridge University
Press
How do religious emotions and national
sentiment become entangled across the
world? In exploring this theme, The
Secular Sacred focuses on diverse topics
such as the dynamic roles of Carnival in
Brazil, the public contestation of ritual in
Northern Nigeria, and the culturalization of
secular tolerance in the Netherlands. The
contributions focus on the ways in which
sacrality and secularity mutually inform,
enforce, and spill over into each other. The
case studies offer a bottom-up, practice-
oriented approach in which the authors are
wary to use categories of religion and
secular as neutral descriptive terms. The

Secular Sacred will be of interest to
sociologists, anthropologists, ethnographers,
political scientists, and social psychologists,
as well as students and scholars of cultural
studies and semiotics. Chapter 1 is available
open access under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International License via
link.springer.com.
Secular Bodies, Affects and
Emotions Springer Nature
The place of religion in
society has changed
profoundly in the last few
centuries, particularly in
the West. In what will be a
defining book for our time,
Taylor takes up the question
of what these changes mean,
and what, precisely, happens
when a society becomes one in
which faith is only one human
possibility among others.
In Defense of Secular Humanism University of
Chicago Press
Probably no book published in the last decade has
been so ambitious as Charles Taylor's A Secular Age.
He seeks nothing less than to account for the spread
of secularism and decline of faith in the last 500 years.
Now a remarkable roster of writers-including Carl

Trueman, Michael Horton, and Jen Pollock Michel-
considers Taylor's insights for the church's life and
mission, covering everything from healthcare to
liturgy to pop culture and politics. Nothing is easy
about faith today. But endurance produces character,
and character produces hope, even in our secular age.
The Human Condition Harvard University
Press
How (Not) to Be Secular is what Jamie
Smith calls "your hitchhiker's guide to the
present" -- it is both a reading guide to
Charles Taylor's monumental work A
Secular Age and philosophical guidance
on how we might learn to live in our
times. Taylor's landmark book A Secular
Age (2007) provides a monumental,
incisive analysis of what it means to live
in the post-Christian present -- a pluralist
world of competing beliefs and growing
unbelief. Jamie Smith's book is a compact
field guide to Taylor's insightful study of
the secular, making that very significant
but daunting work accessible to a wide
array of readers. Even more, though,
Smith's How (Not) to Be Secular is a
practical philosophical guidebook, a kind
of how-to manual on how to live in our
secular age. It ultimately offers us an
adventure in self-understanding and maps
out a way to get our bearings in today's
secular culture, no matter who "we" are
-- whether believers or skeptics, devout
or doubting, self-assured or puzzled and
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confused. This is a book for any thinking
person to chew on.

A SECULAR AGE U of Minnesota
Press
A radically new way of understanding
secularism which explains why being
secular can seem so strangely
religious For much of America’s
rapidly growing secular population,
religion is an inescapable source of
skepticism and discomfort. It shows
up in politics and in holidays, but also
in common events like weddings and
funerals. In The Secular Paradox,
Joseph Blankholm argues that, despite
their desire to avoid religion,
nonbelievers often seem religious
because Christianity influences the
culture around them so deeply.
Relying on several years of
ethnographic research among secular
activists and organized nonbelievers in
the United States, the volume
explores how very secular people are
ambivalent toward belief, community,
ritual, conversion, and tradition. As
they try to embrace what they share,
secular people encounter, again and
again, that they are becoming too
religious. And as they reject religion,

they feel they have lost too much.
Trying to strike the right balance,
secular people alternate between the
two sides of their ambiguous condition:
absolutely not religious and part of a
religion-like secular tradition.
Blankholm relies heavily on the voices
of women and people of color to
understand what it means to live with
the secular paradox. The struggles of
secular misfits—the people who mis-fit
normative secularism in the United
States—show that becoming secular
means rejecting parts of life that
resemble Christianity and embracing a
European tradition that emphasizes
reason and avoids emotion. Women,
people of color, and secular people
who have left non-Christian religions
work against the limits and
contradictions of secularism to create
new ways of being secular that are
transforming the American religious
landscape. They are pioneering the
most interesting and important forms
of secular “religiosity” in America
today.

The Devil Reads Derrida - and
Other Essays on the University, the
Church, Politics, and the Arts

Oxford University Press
American society is rapidly
secularizing–a radical departure
from its historically high level of
religiosity–and politics is a big part
of the reason. Just as, forty years
ago, the Religious Right arose as a
new political movement, today
secularism is gaining traction as a
distinct and politically energized
identity. This book examines the
political causes and political
consequences of this secular surge,
drawing on a wealth of original
data. The authors show that secular
identity is in part a reaction to the
Religious Right. However, while the
political impact of secularism is
profound, there may not yet be a
Secular Left to counterbalance the
Religious Right. Secularism has
introduced new tensions within the
Democratic Party while adding
oxygen to political polarization
between Democrats and
Republicans. Still there may be
opportunities to reach common
ground if politicians seek to forge
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coalitions that encompass both
secular and religious Americans.
Secularism in Antebellum America
Cambridge University Press
Is secularism a positive force in the
modern world? Or does it lead to
fragmentation and disintegration? In
Saving Leonardo, best-selling award-
winning author Nancy Pearcey (Total
Truth, coauthor How Now Shall We
Live?) makes a compelling case that
secularism is destructive and
dehumanizing. Pearcey depicts the
revolutionary thinkers and artists, the
ideas and events, leading step by step
to the unleashing of secular
worldviews that undermine human
dignity and liberty. She crafts a fresh
approach that exposes the real-world
impact of ideas in philosophy, science,
art, literature, and film--voices that
surround us in the classroom, in the
movie theater, and in our living rooms.
A former agnostic, Pearcey offers a
persuasive case for historic
Christianity as a holistic and humane
alternative. She equips readers to
counter the life-denying worldviews
that are radically restructuring society
and pervading our daily lives. Whether

you are a devoted Christian,
determined secularist, or don't know
quite where you stand, reading Saving
Leonardo will unsettle established
views and topple ideological idols.
Includes more than 100 art
reproductions and illustrations that
bring the book's themes to life. Praise
for Saving Leonardo: "A feast for the
mind and for the eye. Nancy Pearcey
not only is a trustworthy guide for a
nuanced discussion on the relationship
between culture and the gospel, but
she is a gifted teacher as well . . .
Saving Leonardo is a rare, precious
gift to the churches and universities
alike." Makoto Fujimura, artist and
author of Refractions: A Journey of
Faith, Art, and Culture "Nancy Pearcey
has done it again and better than ever.
She has taken the complex
sophistication of the best cultural
analysis and laid it out for any person
to grasp, enjoy and use to live out
their daily lives honoring Christ. An
astounding accomplishment!" James
W. Sire, author of The Universe Next
Door "G. K. Chesterton said 'the
danger when Men stop believing in
God is not that they'll believe in

nothing; but that they will believe in
anything.' Nancy Pearcey understands
where believing in anything leads and
in this book she reveals where a
secular philosophy is taking us. A
balanced, fair, and impacting work!"
Cal Thomas, syndicated and USA
Today columnist "Nancy Pearcey
helps a new generation of evangelicals
to understand the worldview
challenges we now face and to develop
an intelligent and articulate Christian
understanding . . . Saving Leonardo
should be put in the hands of all those
who should always be ready to give an
answer--and that means all of us." R.
Albert Mohler, Jr., president, The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
"Nancy Pearcey is an intellectual
prophet in our day and one of
Evangelicalism's foremost cultural
observers. Saving Leonardo is a tour
de force. In it, Pearcey provides a
penetrating analysis of the nature of
contemporary secularism, a helpful
exposition of how we got to the
present situation, and a well-crafted
strategy for changing the situation.
This is her best effort yet . . . a must
read." J. P. Moreland, distinguished
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professor of Philosophy, Biola
University and author of The God
Question "Nancy Pearcey is
unsurpassed in the current generation
of Christian thinkers . . . The magic
continues with this book. Pearcey's
virtues as a writer and thinker are
once again fully evident in the range of
material that she has mastered, the
encyclopedic collection of data that
she presents, and the analytic rigor
with which she separates truth from
error in worldviews. She is a prophetic
voice for contemporary Christians."
Leland Ryken, Clyde S. Kilby
professor of English, Wheaton College
"Brilliant . . . The book brings complex,
abstract ideas down-to-earth -- or
rather, down-to-life. . . . Saving
Leonardo bridges the gaps between
the arts and the sciences, the
theoretical and the practical. The book
not only argues for the unity of
Christian truth but exemplifies that
unity and shows it in action." Gene
Edward Veith, provost, Patrick Henry
College

On Not Dying Taylor & Francis
Exploring the relationship between
religion and the state Focusing on

the intersection of religion, law, and
politics in contemporary liberal
democracies, Blackford considers
the concept of the secular state,
revising and updating enlightenment
views for the present day. Freedom
of Religion and the Secular State
offers a comprehensive analysis,
with a global focus, of the subject of
religious freedom from a legal as
well as historical and philosophical
viewpoint. It makes an original
contribution to current debates
about freedom of religion, and
addresses a whole range of hot-
button issues that involve the
relationship between religion and
the state, including the teaching of
evolution in schools, what to do
about the burqa, and so on.
True Paradox Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing
This book investigates the ways in
which the humanitarian system is
secular and understands religious
beliefs and practices when responding
to disasters. The book teases out the
reasons why humanitarians are

reluctant to engage with what are seen
as "messy" cultural dynamics within
the communities they work with, and
how this can lead to strained or broken
relationships with disaster-affected
populations and irrelevant and
inappropriate disaster assistance that
imposes distant and relatively
meaningless values. In order to
interrogate secular boundaries within
humanitarian response, the book draws
particularly on qualitative primary data
from the aftermath of Typhoon Haiyan
in the Philippines. The case study
shows how religious practices and
beliefs strongly influenced people's
disaster experience, yet humanitarian
organisations often failed to recognise
or engage with this. Whilst secularity
in the humanitarian system does not
completely exclude religious
participation and expression, it does
create biases and boundaries. Many
humanitarians view their secularity as
essential to their position of
impartiality and cultural sensitivity in
comparison to what were seen as the
biased and unprofessional beliefs and
practices of religions and religious
actors, even though disaster-affected
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people felt that it was the secular
humanitarians that were less impartial
and culturally sensitive. This
empirically driven examination of the
role of secularity within
humanitarianism will be of interest to
the growing field of "pracademic"
researchers across NGOs,
government, consultancy, and think
tanks, as well as researchers working
directly within academic institutions.

Confessions of a Secular Jesus
Follower Fordham Univ Press
Educational Philosophy for a Post-
secular Age reinterprets post-
secular insights for educational
theory by recognising that the
persistence of religion in
contemporary life raises new
questions about the place of
religion in education. Two common
assumptions are critically
examined: first, that the better
educated a society becomes, the
more secular it becomes, and
second, that religion can and should
be separated from public education.
For too long, religion has had an
uneasy relationship with education,

being seen either as a foreign
invader, a problem to be solved, or
as a mechanism by which to
reinforce particular religious,
cultural or national identities. In
order to move educational theory
beyond the debates about
indoctrination and competing rights
between parents, children and
nation states, the argument
undercuts rationalist conceptions of
religion and education that tend to
frame the debates in terms of
competing truth claims or
worldviews. Drawing on a diverse
range of theological, philosophical
and educational sources, this book
demonstrates the continuing
significance of the Christian
mystical tradition to educational
theory. It proposes an exploration
of democratic education that brings
together two apparently
irreconcilable poles: the meaning of
religion in education and
contemporary life, and the need for
a deliberative democratic process
that is fit for the post-secular age.

It argues that religious literacy can
be served by democratic
encounters in public religious
education. Educational Philosophy
for a Post-secular Age will be of
interest to researchers, academics
and postgraduate students in the
fields of the philosophy of
education, philosophy of religion,
education policy, politics,
anthropology and cultural theory. It
will particularly appeal to those, of
both secular and religious
persuasions, interested in the place
of religion in education and public
life.
Rethinking Secularism How (Not)
to Be Secular
In Jesuit Higher Education in a
Secular Age, Creighton University
President Daniel S. Hendrickson,
SJ, explores three pedagogies of
fullness–study, solidarity, and
grace–to show how Jesuit education
can foster greater self-awareness,
a stronger sense of global
solidarity, and an aptitude for
inspiration, awe, and gratitude
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among their students.
Abraham and the Secular HMH
Ghosts. Railroads. Sing Sing. Sex
machines. These are just a few of
the phenomena that appear in John
Lardas Modern’s pioneering
account of religion and society in
nineteenth-century America. This
book uncovers surprising
connections between secular
ideology and the rise of
technologies that opened up new
ways of being religious. Exploring
the eruptions of religion in New
York’s penny presses, the budding
fields of anthropology and
phrenology, and Moby-Dick,
Modern challenges the strict
separation between the religious
and the secular that remains
integral to discussions about
religion today. Modern frames his
study around the dread, wonder,
paranoia, and manic confidence of
being haunted, arguing that
experiences and explanations of
enchantment fueled secularism’s
emergence. The awareness of

spectral energies coincided with
attempts to tame the unruly fruits
of secularism—in the cultivation of a
spiritual self among Unitarians, for
instance, or in John Murray Spear’s
erotic longings for a perpetual
motion machine. Combining rigorous
theoretical inquiry with beguiling
historical arcana, Modern unsettles
long-held views of religion and the
methods of narrating its past.
Freedom of Religion and the
Secular State Emmaus Road
Publishing
Over the last 25 years, 'no religion'
has become the fastest-growing
religion in the Western World.
Revealing the inspiring beliefs that
empower secular culture -
alongside real stories of
nonreligious men and women based
on extensive in-depth interviews
from across the U.S. - Living the
Secular Life will be indispensable
for millions of secular people. A
manifesto for a booming social
movement and a revelatory survey
of an overlooked community, this

book offers essential and long-
awaited information for anyone
building a life based on his or her
own principles
Secular Faith Routledge
Are the fundamentalists shaking the
foundations of the American
republic?When they condemn
humanism's influence in the schools,
are they not actually attacking modern
education, science, culture, and
philosophy?Is it possible to be moral
without benefit of clergy or creed?Can
humanism help open doors so that
individuals, singly and in cooperation
with others, can create lives that are
rich in enjoyment, eloquent and
meaningful?What is humanism, and
why have humanists come under
attack by religious conservatives and
the fundamentalist right? Humanism is
not a dogma or a creed, writes Paul
Kurtz. Humanists have confidence in
human beings, and they believe that
the only bases for morality are human
experience and human needs.
Humanists are opposed to all forms of
supernaturalistic and authoritarian
religion. Many humanists believe that
scientific intelligence and critical
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reason can assist in reconstructing our
moral lives . . . Humanists believe in
freedom and pluralistic democracy as
virtually our first principle, and we are
disturbed by any authoritarian effort to
impose one point of view on America.
Defense of the open, democratic
society should be the first point
humanists make in response to the
Moral Majority, making it clear that in
our reading of the American tradition,
pluralism is essential.In Defense of
Secular Humanism is a volume of
collected essays by one of the leading
exponents of secular humanism. It is a
closely reasoned defense of one of the
most venerable ethical, scientific and
philosophical traditions within Western
civilization.Paul Kurtz (Amherst, NY),
professor emeritus of philosophy at
the State University of New York at
Buffalo, is president of the
International Academy of Humanism
and is one of the leading
spokespersons for Secular Humanism
today. He is the author or editor of
over thirty-five books, including most
recently Embracing the Power of
Humanism (Rowman & Littlefield) and
The Courage to Become

(Praeger/Greenwood).
Secular Surge Brazos Press
In this extensive inquiry into the
sources of modern selfhood, Charles
Taylor demonstrates just how rich
and precious those resources are. The
modern turn to subjectivity, with its
attendant rejection of an objective
order of reason, has led—it seems to
many—to mere subjectivism at the
mildest and to sheer nihilism at the
worst. Many critics believe that the
modern order has no moral backbone
and has proved corrosive to all that
might foster human good. Taylor
rejects this view. He argues that,
properly understood, our modern
notion of the self provides a
framework that more than
compensates for the abandonment of
substantive notions of rationality. The
major insight of Sources of the Self is
that modern subjectivity, in all its
epistemological, aesthetic, and
political ramifications, has its roots in
ideas of human good. After first
arguing that contemporary
philosophers have ignored how self
and good connect, the author defines
the modern identity by describing its

genesis. His effort to uncover and map
our moral sources leads to novel
interpretations of most of the figures
and movements in the modern
tradition. Taylor shows that the
modern turn inward is not disastrous
but is in fact the result of our long
efforts to define and reach the good.
At the heart of this definition he finds
what he calls the affirmation of
ordinary life, a value which has
decisively if not completely replaced
an older conception of reason as
connected to a hierarchy based on
birth and wealth. In telling the story of
a revolution whose proponents have
been Augustine, Montaigne, Luther,
and a host of others, Taylor’s goal is
in part to make sure we do not lose
sight of their goal and endanger all that
has been achieved. Sources of the Self
provides a decisive defense of the
modern order and a sharp rebuff to its
critics.

Secularism & Secularity B&H
Publishing Group
Secular criticism is a term invented
by Edward Said to denote not a
theory but a practice that counters
the tendency of much modern
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thinking to reach for a
transcendentalist comfort zone, the
very space philosophy wrested
away from religion in the name of
modernity. Using this notion as a
compass, this book reconfigures
recent secularism debates on an
entirely different basis, by showing
(1) how the secular imagination is
closely linked to society’s radical
poiesis, its capacity to imagine and
create unprecedented forms of
worldly existence; and (2) how the
space of the secular animates the
desire for a radical democratic
politics that overturns inherited
modes of subjugation, whether
religious or secularist. Gourgouris’s
point is to disrupt the co-dependent
relation between the religious and
the secular—hence, his rejection of
fashionable languages of
postsecularism—in order to engage
in a double critique of
heteronomous politics of all kinds.
For him, secular criticism is a form
of political being: critical,
antifoundational, disobedient,

anarchic, yet not negative for
negation’s sake but creative of new
forms of collective reflection,
interrogation, and action that alter
not only the current terrain of
dominant politics but also the very
self-conceptualization of what it
means to be human. Written in a
free and combative style and given
both to close readings of texts and
to gazing off into the broad horizon,
these essays cover a range of
issues—historical and philosophical,
archaic and contemporary, literary
and political—that ultimately
converge in the significance of
contemporary radical politics: the
assembly movements we have seen
in various parts of the world in
recent years. The secular
imagination demands a radical
pedagogy and unlearning a great
many established thought patterns.
Its most important dimension is not
battling religion per se but
dismantling theological politics of
sovereignty in favor of radical
conditions for social autonomy.

Saving Leonardo Springer Nature
Secularism: The Basics is a concise and
engaging introduction to confusing and
contradictory public discussions of
secularism across the globe.
“Secularism” must be the most confused
and convoluted term in the entire global
political lexicon. From New York to Paris,
to Istanbul, to Addis Ababa, to New Delhi,
to Montevideo, there are countless
examples of politicians, religious leaders
and journalists, invoking the S-word in
heated debates about public education,
gender, sex, national symbols, and
artistic freedom. In this lively and lucid
book, Jacques Berlinerblau addresses
why secularism is defined in so many
ways and why it so ignites people’s
passions. In so doing, he explores the
following important questions: What does
secularism mean? Why should we care
about this idea? What are the different
types of secularism and what are their
histories? What are the basic principles
of political secularisms? Why are
secularism and Atheism often confused?
What is the relationship between
secularism and LGBTQ rights? What
opposition are secularisms up against?
What does the future hold for a concept
millennia in the making, but only really
operationalized in the twentieth century?
With a glossary of key terms, case
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studies, informative tables, and
suggestions for further reading
throughout, the book considers key
philosophical, religious, anti-religious,
post-modern and post-colonial arguments
around secularism. This book is an ideal
starting point for anyone seeking a
readable introduction to the often-
conflicting interpretations of one of our
era’s most complex and controversial
ideas.

Secularism: The Basics Columbia
University Press
★ Publishers Weekly starred
review This is not a book about
Saint Augustine. In a way, it's a
book Augustine has written about
each of us. Popular speaker and
award-winning author James K. A.
Smith has spent time on the road
with Augustine, and he invites us to
take this journey too, for this
ancient African thinker knows far
more about us than we might
expect. Following Smith's
successful You Are What You Love,
this book shows how Augustine can
be a pilgrim guide to a spirituality
that meets the complicated world

we live in. Augustine, says Smith, is
the patron saint of restless
hearts--a guide who has been there,
asked our questions, and knows our
frustrations and failed pursuits.
Augustine spent a lifetime
searching for his heart's true home
and he can help us find our way.
"What makes Augustine a guide
worth considering," says Smith, "is
that he knows where home is,
where rest can be found, what
peace feels like, even if it is
sometimes ephemeral and elusive
along the way." Addressing
believers and skeptics alike, this
book shows how Augustine's
timeless wisdom speaks to the
worries and struggles of
contemporary life, covering topics
such as ambition, sex, friendship,
freedom, parenthood, and death. As
Smith vividly and colorfully brings
Augustine to life for 21st-century
readers, he also offers a fresh
articulation of Christianity that
speaks to our deepest hungers,
fears, and hopes.

The Secular Enlightenment Georgetown
University Press
Over the past decade, religious, secular,
and spiritual distinctions have broken
down, forcing scholars to rethink
secularity and its relationship to society.
Since classifying a person, activity, or
experience as religious or otherwise is an
important act of valuation, one that
defines the characteristics of a group and
its relation to others, scholars are
struggling to recast these concepts in our
increasingly ambiguous, pluralistic world.
This collection considers religious and
secular categories and what they mean to
those who seek valuable, ethical lives. As
they investigate how individuals and
groups determine significance, set goals,
and attribute meaning, contributors
illustrate the ways in which religious,
secular, and spiritual designations serve
as markers of value. Reflecting on recent
ethnographic and historical research,
chapters explore contemporary psychical
research and liberal American
homeschooling; the work of nineteenth
and early-twentieth-century American
psychologists and French archaeologists;
the role of contemporary humanitarian
and volunteer organizations based in
Europe and India; and the prevalence of
highly mediated and spiritualized publics,
from international psy-trance festivals to
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Ghanaian national political contexts.
Contributors particularly focus on the role
of ambivalence, attachment, and
disaffection in the formation of religious,
secular, and spiritual identities, resetting
research on secular society and
contemporary religious life while
illuminating what matters in the lives of
ordinary individuals.
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