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Confessions of a Secular Jesus Follower Oxford University Press
When Pope Francis recently answered “Who am I to judge?” when
asked about homosexuality, he ushered in a new era for the
Catholic church. A decade ago, it would have been unthinkable for a
pope to express tolerance for homosexuality. Yet shifts of this kind
are actually common in the history of Christian groups. Within the
United States, Christian leaders have regularly revised their
teachings to match the beliefs and opinions gaining support among
their members and larger society. Mark A. Smith provocatively
argues that religion is not nearly the unchanging conservative
influence in American politics that we have come to think it is. In
fact, in the long run, religion is best understood as responding to
changing political and cultural values rather than shaping them.
Smith makes his case by charting five contentious issues in
America’s history: slavery, divorce, homosexuality, abortion, and
women’s rights. For each, he shows how the political views of even
the most conservative Christians evolved in the same direction as
the rest of society—perhaps not as swiftly, but always on the same
arc. During periods of cultural transition, Christian leaders do resist
prevailing values and behaviors, but those same leaders inevitably
acquiesce—often by reinterpreting the Bible—if their positions become
no longer tenable. Secular ideas and influences thereby shape the
ways Christians read and interpret their scriptures. So powerful are
the cultural and societal norms surrounding us that Christians in
America today hold more in common morally and politically with
their atheist neighbors than with the Christians of earlier centuries.
In fact, the strongest predictors of people’s moral beliefs are not
their religious commitments or lack thereof but rather when and
where they were born. A thoroughly researched and ultimately
hopeful book on the prospects for political harmony, Secular Faith
demonstrates how, over the long run, boundaries of secular and
religious cultures converge.
Questioning Secularism John Wiley & Sons
Why secularism isn’t the same thing as
atheism—and why it’s crucial for preserving
liberty and democracy for all Americans,
regardless of their beliefs. Founding
father Thomas Jefferson believed that
“religion is a matter which lies solely
between man and his God,” but these days
many people seem to have forgotten this
ideal. Conservatives claim America is a
“Christian nation” and urge that laws be
structured around religious convictions.
Hardcore atheists, meanwhile, seek to
undermine and attack religion at all
levels. Surely there must be a middle
ground. In How to Be Secular, Jacques
Berlinerblau issues a call to the
moderates—those who are tired of the
belligerence on the fringes—that we return
to America’s long tradition of secularism,
which seeks to protect both freedom from
and for religion. He looks at the roots of
secularism and examines how it should be
bolstered and strengthened so that
Americans of all stripes can live together
peacefully. “Jacques Berlinerblau mounts a
careful, judicious, and compelling argument
that America needs more secularists. . . .
The author’s argument merits a wide hearing
and will change the way we think and talk
about religious freedom.” —Randall Balmer,
author of Thy Kingdom Come: How the
Religious Right Distorts FaithandThreatens
America
Living the Secular Life How (Not) to Be Secular
What, exactly, is secularism? What has the West's long
familiarity with it inevitably obscured? In this work,
Hussein Ali Agrama tackles these questions. Focusing
on the fatwa councils and family law courts of Egypt just
prior to the revolution, he delves deeply into the
meaning of secularism itself and the ambiguities that lie
at its heart.
The Secular Paradox Cambridge University Press
This book investigates the ways in which the humanitarian system
is secular and understands religious beliefs and practices when
responding to disasters. The book teases out the reasons why
humanitarians are reluctant to engage with what are seen as "messy"

cultural dynamics within the communities they work with, and how
this can lead to strained or broken relationships with disaster-
affected populations and irrelevant and inappropriate disaster
assistance that imposes distant and relatively meaningless values. In
order to interrogate secular boundaries within humanitarian
response, the book draws particularly on qualitative primary data
from the aftermath of Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines. The case
study shows how religious practices and beliefs strongly influenced
people's disaster experience, yet humanitarian organisations often
failed to recognise or engage with this. Whilst secularity in the
humanitarian system does not completely exclude religious
participation and expression, it does create biases and boundaries.
Many humanitarians view their secularity as essential to their
position of impartiality and cultural sensitivity in comparison to
what were seen as the biased and unprofessional beliefs and
practices of religions and religious actors, even though disaster-
affected people felt that it was the secular humanitarians that were
less impartial and culturally sensitive. This empirically driven
examination of the role of secularity within humanitarianism will be
of interest to the growing field of "pracademic" researchers across
NGOs, government, consultancy, and think tanks, as well as
researchers working directly within academic institutions.
The Nonreligious Yale University Press
★ Publishers Weekly starred review This is not a book about Saint
Augustine. In a way, it's a book Augustine has written about each of
us. Popular speaker and award-winning author James K. A. Smith
has spent time on the road with Augustine, and he invites us to take
this journey too, for this ancient African thinker knows far more
about us than we might expect. Following Smith's successful You Are
What You Love, this book shows how Augustine can be a pilgrim
guide to a spirituality that meets the complicated world we live in.
Augustine, says Smith, is the patron saint of restless hearts--a guide
who has been there, asked our questions, and knows our frustrations
and failed pursuits. Augustine spent a lifetime searching for his
heart's true home and he can help us find our way. "What makes
Augustine a guide worth considering," says Smith, "is that he knows
where home is, where rest can be found, what peace feels like, even if
it is sometimes ephemeral and elusive along the way." Addressing
believers and skeptics alike, this book shows how Augustine's timeless
wisdom speaks to the worries and struggles of contemporary life,
covering topics such as ambition, sex, friendship, freedom,
parenthood, and death. As Smith vividly and colorfully brings
Augustine to life for 21st-century readers, he also offers a fresh
articulation of Christianity that speaks to our deepest hungers, fears,
and hopes.
True Paradox Emmaus Road Publishing
Over the past decade, religious, secular, and spiritual distinctions have
broken down, forcing scholars to rethink secularity and its relationship to
society. Since classifying a person, activity, or experience as religious or
otherwise is an important act of valuation, one that defines the
characteristics of a group and its relation to others, scholars are struggling
to recast these concepts in our increasingly ambiguous, pluralistic world.
This collection considers religious and secular categories and what they
mean to those who seek valuable, ethical lives. As they investigate how
individuals and groups determine significance, set goals, and attribute
meaning, contributors illustrate the ways in which religious, secular, and
spiritual designations serve as markers of value. Reflecting on recent
ethnographic and historical research, chapters explore contemporary
psychical research and liberal American homeschooling; the work of
nineteenth and early-twentieth-century American psychologists and French
archaeologists; the role of contemporary humanitarian and volunteer
organizations based in Europe and India; and the prevalence of highly
mediated and spiritualized publics, from international psy-trance festivals
to Ghanaian national political contexts. Contributors particularly focus on
the role of ambivalence, attachment, and disaffection in the formation of
religious, secular, and spiritual identities, resetting research on secular
society and contemporary religious life while illuminating what matters in
the lives of ordinary individuals.
Educational Philosophy for a Post-secular Age University of
Chicago Press
Over the last 25 years, 'no religion' has become the fastest-
growing religion in the Western World. Revealing the inspiring
beliefs that empower secular culture - alongside real stories of
nonreligious men and women based on extensive in-depth
interviews from across the U.S. - Living the Secular Life will be
indispensable for millions of secular people. A manifesto for a
booming social movement and a revelatory survey of an
overlooked community, this book offers essential and long-
awaited information for anyone building a life based on his or
her own principles
How to Be Secular Routledge
Rieff articulates a comprehensive, typological theory of Western
culture. Using visual illustrations, he contrasts the changing modes of
spiritual and social thought that have struggled for dominance
throughout Western history.
Our Secular Age Fordham Univ Press
The complexity of the contemporary world is sometimes seen as an

embarrassment for Christianity. But law professor David Skeel makes a fresh
case for how Christianity offers plausible explanations for the central
puzzles of our existence and provides a comprehensive framework for
understanding human life as we actually live it.
The Human Condition Cambridge University Press
We hear a lot these days about the quest for alternative sources of energy.
Has anyone considered Jamie Smith? This whirling dervish of public
philosophy generates enough intellectual energy to supply a middle-size
city all by himself. John Wilson / editor of Books & Culture / By now,
Jamie Smith is not just a leading philosophical or postmodern or Reformed
theologian: he is simply a leading theologian. This volume shows that he
has not only ascended to that height but also descended to a depth that
terrifies most academics journalism. He offers a theology as everyday as the
neighborhood, the movies, partisan politics, the university, and the street
corner and with a twinkle in his eye he shows us Jesus lordship in each
place. I hope others will not just read Jamie s book, but will go and do
likewise. Jason Byassee / Center for Theology, Writing & Media, Duke
Divinity School / A notable young voice in the academy, James K. A.
Smith has consistently spoken to the church as the most important public
for his intellectual work. Bringing together essays both thoughtful and
entertaining, The Devil Reads Derrida displays some of Smith s most
significant forays into the public arena. / In this engaging work Smith
grapples with the Wild at Heart phenomenon and the challenges of
secularization, deals with sex and consumerism, and comments on creative
works from American Beauty and Harry Potter to A History of Violence
and the poetry of Franz Wright. No matter what.
Hope in a Secular Age Springer Nature
Ghosts. Railroads. Sing Sing. Sex machines. These are just a
few of the phenomena that appear in John Lardas Modern’s
pioneering account of religion and society in nineteenth-century
America. This book uncovers surprising connections between
secular ideology and the rise of technologies that opened up new
ways of being religious. Exploring the eruptions of religion in
New York’s penny presses, the budding fields of anthropology
and phrenology, and Moby-Dick, Modern challenges the strict
separation between the religious and the secular that remains
integral to discussions about religion today. Modern frames his
study around the dread, wonder, paranoia, and manic
confidence of being haunted, arguing that experiences and
explanations of enchantment fueled secularism’s emergence.
The awareness of spectral energies coincided with attempts to
tame the unruly fruits of secularism—in the cultivation of a
spiritual self among Unitarians, for instance, or in John Murray
Spear’s erotic longings for a perpetual motion machine.
Combining rigorous theoretical inquiry with beguiling historical
arcana, Modern unsettles long-held views of religion and the
methods of narrating its past.
Jesuit Higher Education in a Secular Age InterVarsity Press
A major history of how the Enlightenment transformed people's everyday
lives The Secular Enlightenment is a panoramic account of the radical
ways life began to change for ordinary people in the age of Locke, Voltaire,
and Rousseau. In this landmark book, familiar Enlightenment figures share
places with voices that have remained largely unheard until now, from
freethinkers and freemasons to French materialists, anticlerical Catholics,
pantheists, pornographers, and travelers. Margaret Jacob takes readers
from London and Amsterdam to Berlin, Vienna, Turin, and Naples,
drawing on rare archival materials to show how ideas central to the
emergence of secular democracy touched all facets of daily life. A majestic
work of intellectual and cultural history, The Secular Enlightenment
demonstrates how secular values and pursuits took hold of eighteenth-
century Europe, spilled into the American colonies, and left their lasting
imprint on the Western world for generations to come.
Lessons in Secular Criticism Oxford University Press
An ethnographic exploration of technoscientific immortality
Immortality has long been considered the domain of religion. But
immortality projects have gained increasing legitimacy and power in
the world of science and technology. With recent rapid advances in
biology, nanotechnology, and artificial intelligence, secular
immortalists hope for and work toward a future without death. On
Not Dying is an anthropological, historical, and philosophical
exploration of immortality as a secular and scientific category. Based
on an ethnography of immortalist communities—those who believe
humans can extend their personal existence indefinitely through
technological means—and an examination of other institutions
involved at the end of life, Abou Farman argues that secular
immortalism is an important site to explore the tensions inherent in
secularism: how to accept death but extend life; knowing the future is
open but your future is finite; that life has meaning but the universe is
meaningless. As secularism denies a soul, an afterlife, and a cosmic
purpose, conflicts arise around the relationship of mind and body,
individual finitude and the infinity of time and the cosmos, and the
purpose of life. Immortalism today, Farman argues, is shaped by
these historical and culturally situated tensions. Immortalist projects
go beyond extending life, confronting dualism and cosmic alienation
by imagining (and producing) informatic selves separate from the
biological body but connected to a cosmic unfolding. On Not Dying
interrogates the social implications of technoscientific immortalism
and raises important political questions. Whose life will be extended?
Will these technologies be available to all, or will they reproduce
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racial and geopolitical hierarchies? As human life on earth is
threatened in the Anthropocene, why should life be extended, and
what will that prolonged existence look like?
The Secular Sacred Routledge
The place of religion in society has changed profoundly in the last few
centuries, particularly in the West. In what will be a defining book for our
time, Taylor takes up the question of what these changes mean, and what,
precisely, happens when a society becomes one in which faith is only one
human possibility among others.
University of Chicago Press
A radically new way of understanding secularism which explains why being
secular can seem so strangely religious For much of America’s rapidly
growing secular population, religion is an inescapable source of skepticism
and discomfort. It shows up in politics and in holidays, but also in common
events like weddings and funerals. In The Secular Paradox, Joseph
Blankholm argues that, despite their desire to avoid religion, nonbelievers
often seem religious because Christianity influences the culture around
them so deeply. Relying on several years of ethnographic research among
secular activists and organized nonbelievers in the United States, the
volume explores how very secular people are ambivalent toward belief,
community, ritual, conversion, and tradition. As they try to embrace what
they share, secular people encounter, again and again, that they are
becoming too religious. And as they reject religion, they feel they have lost
too much. Trying to strike the right balance, secular people alternate
between the two sides of their ambiguous condition: absolutely not religious
and part of a religion-like secular tradition. Blankholm relies heavily on the
voices of women and people of color to understand what it means to live
with the secular paradox. The struggles of secular misfits—the people who
mis-fit normative secularism in the United States—show that becoming
secular means rejecting parts of life that resemble Christianity and
embracing a European tradition that emphasizes reason and avoids
emotion. Women, people of color, and secular people who have left non-
Christian religions work against the limits and contradictions of secularism
to create new ways of being secular that are transforming the American
religious landscape. They are pioneering the most interesting and
important forms of secular “religiosity” in America today.
The Decline and Fall of Sacred Scripture: How the Bible Became a
Secular Book Princeton University Press
'The Nonreligious' provides a comprehensive and empirically-
grounded account of what we know about the growing numbers of
people who are non-religious.
A SECULAR AGE Taylor & Francis
Are the fundamentalists shaking the foundations of the
American republic?When they condemn humanism's influence
in the schools, are they not actually attacking modern education,
science, culture, and philosophy?Is it possible to be moral
without benefit of clergy or creed?Can humanism help open
doors so that individuals, singly and in cooperation with others,
can create lives that are rich in enjoyment, eloquent and
meaningful?What is humanism, and why have humanists come
under attack by religious conservatives and the fundamentalist
right? Humanism is not a dogma or a creed, writes Paul Kurtz.
Humanists have confidence in human beings, and they believe
that the only bases for morality are human experience and
human needs. Humanists are opposed to all forms of
supernaturalistic and authoritarian religion. Many humanists
believe that scientific intelligence and critical reason can assist in
reconstructing our moral lives . . . Humanists believe in freedom
and pluralistic democracy as virtually our first principle, and we
are disturbed by any authoritarian effort to impose one point of
view on America. Defense of the open, democratic society
should be the first point humanists make in response to the
Moral Majority, making it clear that in our reading of the
American tradition, pluralism is essential.In Defense of Secular
Humanism is a volume of collected essays by one of the leading
exponents of secular humanism. It is a closely reasoned defense
of one of the most venerable ethical, scientific and philosophical
traditions within Western civilization.Paul Kurtz (Amherst, NY),
professor emeritus of philosophy at the State University of New
York at Buffalo, is president of the International Academy of
Humanism and is one of the leading spokespersons for Secular
Humanism today. He is the author or editor of over thirty-five
books, including most recently Embracing the Power of
Humanism (Rowman & Littlefield) and The Courage to Become
(Praeger/Greenwood).
The Devil Reads Derrida - and Other Essays on the University, the
Church, Politics, and the Arts Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Although there is no shortage of recent books arguing against
religion, few offer a positive alternative—how anyone might live a
fulfilling life without the support of religious beliefs. This enlightening
book fills the gap. Philip Kitcher constructs an original and
persuasive secular perspective, one that answers human needs,
recognizes the objectivity of values, and provides for the universal
desire for meaningfulness. Kitcher thoughtfully and sensitively
considers how secularism can respond to the worries and challenges
that all people confront, including the issue of mortality. He
investigates how secular lives compare with those of people who
adopt religious doctrines as literal truth, as well as those who embrace
less literalistic versions of religion. Whereas religious belief has been
important in past times, Kitcher concludes that evolution away from
religion is now essential. He envisions the successors to religious life,
when the senses of identity and community traditionally fostered by
religion will instead draw on a broader range of cultural items—those
provided by poets, filmmakers, musicians, artists, scientists, and
others. With clarity and deep insight, Kitcher reveals the power of
secular humanism to encourage fulfilling human lives built on ethical
truth.

Secularism & Secularity Harvard University Press
Offers an argument for secular non-believers maintaining that
following Jesus Christ as a teacher, example, and primary guide for
living can serve to give meaning and direction to those who don't
believe in the supernatural elements of Christianity.
On Not Dying University of Virginia Press
How (Not) to Be Secular is what Jamie Smith calls "your
hitchhiker's guide to the present" -- it is both a reading guide to
Charles Taylor's monumental work A Secular Age and
philosophical guidance on how we might learn to live in our
times. Taylor's landmark book A Secular Age (2007) provides a
monumental, incisive analysis of what it means to live in the post-
Christian present -- a pluralist world of competing beliefs and
growing unbelief. Jamie Smith's book is a compact field guide to
Taylor's insightful study of the secular, making that very
significant but daunting work accessible to a wide array of
readers. Even more, though, Smith's How (Not) to Be Secular is
a practical philosophical guidebook, a kind of how-to manual on
how to live in our secular age. It ultimately offers us an
adventure in self-understanding and maps out a way to get our
bearings in today's secular culture, no matter who "we" are --
whether believers or skeptics, devout or doubting, self-assured or
puzzled and confused. This is a book for any thinking person to
chew on.
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