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Straus and
Giroux
Western
history would
be
unrecognizable
had it not been
for people who
believed in One
True God.
There would
have been
wars, but no
religious wars.
There would
have been
moral codes,
but no Comman
dments. Had
the Jews been
polytheists,
they would
today be only
another barely
remembered
people, less
important, but
just as extinct

as the
Babylonians.
Had Christians
presented
Jesus to the
Greco-Roman
world as
''another'' God,
their faith
would long
since have
gone the way
of Mithraism.
And surely
Islam would
never have
made it out of
the desert had
Muhammad not
removed Allah
from the
context of Arab
paganism and
proclaimed him
as the only
God. The three
great
monotheisms

changed
everything.
With his
customary
clarity and
vigor, Rodney
Stark explains
how and why
monotheism
has such
immense power
both to unite
and to divide.
Why and how
did Jews,
Christians, and
Muslims
missionize, and
when and why
did their efforts
falter? Why did
both
Christianity and
Islam suddenly
become less
tolerant of
Jews late in the
eleventh
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century,
prompting
outbursts of
mass murder?
Why were the
Jewish
massacres by
Christians
concentrated in
the cities along
the Rhine
River, and why
did the
pogroms by
Muslims take
place mainly in
Granada? How
could the Jews
persist so long
as a minority
faith, able to
withstand
intense
pressures to
convert? Why
did they
sometimes
assimilate? In

the final
chapter, Stark
also examines
the American
experience to
show that it is
possible for
committed
monotheists to
sustain norms
of civility
toward one
another. A
sweeping social
history of
religion, One
True God
shows how the
great
monotheisms
shaped the past
and created the
modern world.
Desiring
Arabs Open
Road Media
A triumphant
tale of a

young woman
and her
difficult
childhood,
The Glass
Castle is a
remarkable
memoir of
resilience,
redemption,
and a
revelatory
look into a
family at
once deeply
dysfunctiona
l and
wonderfully
vibrant.
Jeannette
Walls was
the second
of four
children
raised by an
ti-instituti
onal parents
in a
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household of
extremes.
Left Neglected
Harvard University
Press
In an unorthodox
approach,
Georgetown
University professor
Cal Newport debunks
the long-held belief
that "follow your
passion" is good
advice, and sets out
on a quest to discover
the reality of how
people end up loving
their careers. Not
only are pre-existing
passions rare and
have little to do with
how most people end
up loving their work,
but a focus on
passion over skill can
be dangerous, leading
to anxiety and
chronic job hopping.
Spending time with
organic farmers,
venture capitalists,
screenwriters,

freelance computer
programmers, and
others who admitted
to deriving great
satisfaction from their
work, Newport
uncovers the
strategies they used
and the pitfalls they
avoided in developing
their compelling
careers. Cal reveals
that matching your
job to a pre-existing
passion does not
matter. Passion comes
after you put in the
hard work to become
excellent at something
valuable, not before.
In other words, what
you do for a living is
much less important
than how you do it.
With a title taken
from the comedian
Steve Martin, who
once said his advice
for aspiring
entertainers was to
"be so good they can't
ignore you," Cal
Newport's clearly

written manifesto is
mandatory reading for
anyone fretting about
what to do with their
life, or frustrated by
their current job
situation and eager to
find a fresh new way
to take control of their
livelihood. He
provides an evidence-
based blueprint for
creating work you
love, and will change
the way you think
about careers,
happiness, and the
crafting of a
remarkable life.

The Black Book
of Communism
Open Road
Media
What has the
Reformation
ever done for
us? A lot less
than you might
think, as Rodney
Stark shows in
this enlightening
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and entertaining
antidote to recent
books about the
rise of
Protestantism
and its legacy.
‘Rodney Stark
takes no
prisoners as he
charges through
five hundred
years of history,
upsetting apple
carts left and
right. Almost
everything you
thought you
knew about the
Reformation
turns out to be a
false narrative. . .
In future, anyone
who makes
sweeping claims
about the
benefits of
Protestantism
ought to check

their assumptions
against Stark’s
research first.’
Clifford Longley,
author and
journalist ‘Stark
brings the
insights of a
distinguished
sociologist of
religion to bear
on a range of
inherited
assumptions
about the impact
of the
Reformation . . .
The result makes
for salutary
reading in this
year of
commemoration
and (not always
justified)
celebration.’
Peter Marshall,
Professor of
History,

University of
Warwick ‘Stark
changed the way
we think about
the early Church
and this book
may change the
way you think
about
Protestantism . .
. Reformation
Myths cuts
through pious
certainties and
challenges us to
think again about
our cultural
history.’ Linda
Woodhead MBE
DD, Professor of
Sociology of
Religion,
Lancaster
University
How the West Was
Lost Penguin
Peopled by larger-
than-life heroes and
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villains, charged with
towering questions of
good and evil, Atlas
Shrugged is Ayn
Rand’s magnum
opus: a philosophical
revolution told in the
form of an action
thriller—nominated
as one of America’s
best-loved novels by
PBS’s The Great
American Read.
Who is John Galt?
When he says that he
will stop the motor of
the world, is he a
destroyer or a
liberator? Why does
he have to fight his
battles not against his
enemies but against
those who need him
most? Why does he
fight his hardest
battle against the
woman he loves?
You will know the
answer to these
questions when you

discover the reason
behind the baffling
events that play
havoc with the lives
of the amazing men
and women in this
book. You will
discover why a
productive genius
becomes a worthless
playboy...why a great
steel industrialist is
working for his own
destruction...why a
composer gives up
his career on the
night of his
triumph...why a
beautiful woman
who runs a
transcontinental
railroad falls in love
with the man she has
sworn to kill. Atlas
Shrugged, a modern
classic and Rand’s
most extensive
statement of
Objectivism—her
groundbreaking

philosophy—offers
the reader the
spectacle of human
greatness, depicted
with all the poetry
and power of one of
the twentieth
century’s leading
artists.
University of Chicago
Press
In this magisterial
work, leading cultural
critic Mary Eberstadt
delivers a powerful
new theory about the
decline of religion in
the Western world.
The conventional
wisdom is that the
West first experienced
religious decline,
followed by the
decline of the family.
Eberstadt turns this
standard account on
its head. Marshalling
an impressive array of
research, from
fascinating historical
data on family decline
in pre-Revolutionary
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France to
contemporary popular
culture both in the
United States and
Europe, Eberstadt
shows that the reverse
has also been true: the
undermining of the
family has further
undermined
Christianity itself.
Drawing on sociology,
history, demography,
theology, literature,
and many other
sources, Eberstadt
shows that family
decline and religious
decline have gone
hand in hand in the
Western world in a
way that has not been
understood
before—that they are,
as she puts it in a
striking new image
summarizing the
book’s thesis, “the
double helix of society,
each dependent on the
strength of the other
for successful
reproduction.” In

sobering final chapters,
Eberstadt then lays out
the enormous
ramifications of the
mutual demise of
family and faith in the
West. While it is
fashionable in some
circles to applaud the
decline both of religion
and the nuclear family,
there are, as Eberstadt
reveals, enormous
social, economic, civic,
and other costs
attendant on both
declines. Her
conclusion considers
this tantalizing
question: whether the
economic and
demographic crisis
now roiling Europe
and spreading to
America will have the
inadvertent result of
reviving the family as
the most viable
alternative to the failed
welfare state—fallout
that could also lay the
groundwork for a
religious revival as well.

How the West Really
Lost God is both a
startlingly original
account of how
secularization happens
and a sweeping brief
about why everyone
should care. A book
written for agnostics as
well as believers,
atheists as well as
“none of the
above,” it will
permanently change
the way every reader
understands the two
institutions that have
hitherto undergirded
Western civilization as
we know it—family
and faith—and the real
nature of the
relationship between
those two pillars of
history.
The Glass Castle
Vintage
Filled with
unforgettable
characters and
martime
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adventure, the
incredible story of a
forgotten war that
shaped the fate of
the United
States—and the
entire Western
Hemisphere. In the
early 18th century,
the British and
Spanish Empires
were fighting for
economic
supremacy in the
Americas. Tensions
between the two
powers were high,
and wars
blossomed like
violent flowers for
nearly a hundred
years, from the War
of Spanish
Succession
(sometimes known
as Queen Anne's
War in the
Americas),

culminating in the
War of Jenkins'
Ear. This war would
lay the ground
work for the French
and Indian War
and, eventually, the
War of the
American
Revolution. The
War of Jenkins' Ear
was a world war in
the truest sense,
engaging the major
European powers
on battlefields
ranging from
Europe to the
Americas to the
Asian subcontinent.
Yet the conflict that
would eventually
become known as
the War of Jenkins'
Ear—a moniker
coined by the 19th
century historian
Robert Carlyle

more than a century
later—is barely
known to us today.
Yet it resulted in the
invasion of Georgia
and even involved
members of George
Washington’s
own family. It
would cost fifty-
thousand lives,
millions in treasure,
and over six
hundred ships.
With vivid prose,
Robert Gaudi takes
the reader from the
brackish waters of
the Chesapeake Bay
to the rocky shores
of Tierra del Fuego.
We travel around
the Cape of Good
Hope and across
the Pacific to the
Philippines and the
Cantonese coast,
with stops in
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Cartagena, Panama,
and beyond. Yet
even though it
happened decades
before American
independence, The
War of Jenkins' Ear
reveals that this was
truly an American
war; a hard-fought,
costly struggle that
determined the fate
of the Americas,
and in which, for
the first time,
American armies
participated. In this
definitive work of
history—the only
single
comprehensive
volume on the
subject—The War
of Jenkins’ Ear
explores the war
that establed the
future of two entire
continents.

American Trinity
Simon and Schuster
Finally the Truth
about the Rise of the
West Modernity
developed only in the
West--in Europe and
North America.
Nowhere else did
science and
democracy arise;
nowhere else was
slavery outlawed.
Only Westerners
invented chimneys,
musical scores,
telescopes, eyeglasses,
pianos, electric lights,
aspirin, and soap. The
question is, Why?
Unfortunately, that
question has become
so politically incorrect
that most scholars
avoid it. But acclaimed
author Rodney
Starkprovides the
answers in this
sweeping new look at
Western civilization.
How the West Won
demonstrates the
primacy of uniquely

Western ideas--among
them the belief in free
will, the commitment
to the pursuit of
knowledge, the notion
that the universe
functions according to
rational rules that can
be discovered, and the
emphasis on human
freedom and secure
property rights. Taking
readers on a thrilling
journey from ancient
Greece to the present,
Stark challenges much
of the received wisdom
about Western history.
How the West Won
shows, for example: *
Why the fall of Rome
was the single most
beneficial event in the
rise of Western
civilization * Why the
"Dark Ages” never
happened * Why the
Crusades had nothing
to do with grabbing
loot or attacking the
Muslim world
unprovoked * Why
there was no "Scientific
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Revolution” in the
seventeenth century *
Why scholars’ recent
efforts to dismiss the
importance of battles
are ridiculous: had the
Greeks lost at the Battle
of Marathon, we
probably would never
have heard of Plato or
Aristotle Stark also
debunks absurd
fabrications that have
flourished in the past
few decades: that the
Greeks stole their
culture from Africa;
that the West’s
"discoveries” were
copied from the
Chinese and Muslims;
that Europe became
rich by plundering the
non-Western world.
At the same time, he
reveals the woeful
inadequacy of recent
attempts to attribute
the rise of the West to
purely material
causes--favorable
climates, abundant
natural resources, guns

and steel. How the
West Wondisplays
Rodney Stark’s gifts
for lively narrative
history and making the
latest scholarship
accessible to all
readers. This bold,
insightful book will
force you to rethink
your understanding of
the West and the birth
of modernity--and to
recognize that Western
civilization really has
set itself apart from
other cultures.
Atlas Shrugged
Walter de Gruyter
GmbH & Co KG
One typical
morning, Sarah
Nickerson, a
woman in her mid-
thirties, is late for
work, racing in her
car after dropping
her kids off at
school and
daycare. She tries

to phone in to a
meeting she should
already be at when
she takes her eye off
the road for a
second too long. In
that blink of an eye,
all the rapidly
moving parts of her
over-scheduled life
come to a
screeching halt.
Sarah suffers a
traumatic head
injury. Her
memory and
intellect are intact,
but she has lost all
interest in, and the
ability to perceive,
information
coming from the
left side of space.
The left side of her
world has gone.
Sarah only eats the
food from the right
side of her plate.
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She can't see her
watch, or her
engagement
diamond or her
wedding ring. She
tries to use a wheel
chair but can only
spin in circles as her
left arm dangles by
her side.
Driven West
Wednesday Books
Have Marxian ideas
been relevant or
influential in the
writing and
interpretation of
history? What are the
Marxist legacies that
are now re-emerging
in present-day
histories? This volume
is an attempt at
relearning what the
“discipline” of
history once knew –
whether one
considered oneself a
Marxist, a non-
Marxist or an anti-
Marxist.

One True God Wipf
and Stock Publishers
TheTriumph of Faith
explodes the myth that
people around the
world are abandoning
religion. Stark
marshals an incredible
amount of
data—surveys of more
than a million people
in 163 nations—to
paint the full picture
that both scholars and
popular
commentators have
missed. He explains
why the astonishing
growth of religion is
happening, and what
it means for our
future. Stark’s lively,
eye-opening book is
full of insights that
defy the conventional
wisdom. He reveals:
� Why Islam is not
overtaking
Christianity � 81
percent of people
around the world
claim to belong to an
organized religious

faith � Half of the
people around the
world attended a
worship service in the
past week � Despite
all the attention paid to
the “New Atheists,”
atheists remain few,
anywhere � Latin
America has never
been so Catholic—and
that’s because there
are now so many
Protestants there � Of
all the great world
religions, only
Buddhism may not be
growing As Stark
shows, secularists have
been predicting the
imminent demise of
religion for centuries. It
is their unshakeable
faith in secularization
that may be the most
“irrational” of all.
The Triumph of
Faith University of
Chicago Press
A provocative and
propulsive look at
American history,
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and the myth that the
Civil War's "new
birth of freedom"
ended oligarchy. It
just moved westward.
The Rise of
Christianity Oxford
University Press,
USA
As we all know and
as many of our well
established
textbooks have
argued for decades,
the Inquisition was
one of the most
frightening and
bloody chapters in
Western history,
Pope Pius XII was
anti-Semitic and
rightfully called
“Hitler’s Pope,”
the Dark Ages were
a stunting of the
progress of
knowledge to be
redeemed only by
the secular spirit of
the Enlightenment,

and the religious
Crusades were an
early example of the
rapacious Western
thirst for riches and
power. But what if
these long held
beliefs were all
wrong? In this
stunning, powerful,
and ultimately
persuasive book,
Rodney Stark, one of
the most highly
regarded sociologists
of religion and
bestselling author of
The Rise of
Christianity
(HarperSanFrancisco
1997) argues that
some of our most
firmly held ideas
about history, ideas
that paint the
Catholic Church in
the least positive light
are, in fact, fiction.
Why have we held
these wrongheaded

ideas so strongly and
for so long? And if
our beliefs are wrong,
what, in fact, is the
truth? In each
chapter, Stark takes
on a well-established
anti-Catholic myth,
gives a fascinating
history of how each
myth became the
conventional
wisdom, and
presents a startling
picture of the real
truth. For example,
Instead of the
Spanish Inquisition
being an anomaly of
torture and murder
of innocent people
persecuted for
“imaginary”
crimes such as
witchcraft and
blasphemy, Stark
argues that not only
did the Spanish
Inquisition spill very
little blood, but it was
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a major force in
support of
moderation and
justice. Instead of
Pope Pius XII being
apathetic or even
helpful to the Nazi
movement, such as
to merit the title,
“Hitler’s Pope,”
Stark shows that the
campaign to link
Pope Pius XII to
Hitler was initiated
by the Soviet Union,
presumably in hopes
of neutralizing the
Vatican in post-
World War II affairs.
Pope Pius XII was
widely praised for his
vigorous and
devoted efforts to
saving Jewish lives
during the war.
Instead of the Dark
Ages being
understood as a
millennium of
ignorance and

backwardness
inspired by the
Catholic Church’s
power, Stark argues
that the whole notion
of the “Dark
Ages” was an act of
pride perpetuated by
anti-religious
intellectuals who
were determined to
claim that theirs was
the era of
“Enlightenment.”
In the end, readers
will not only have a
more accurate
history of the
Catholic Church,
they will come to
understand why it
became unfairly
maligned for so long.
Bearing False
Witness is a
compelling and
sobering account of
how egotism and
ideology often work
together to give us a

false truth.
Sadie Strelbytskyy
Multimedia
Publishing
Marty will do anything
to save his new friend
Shiloh in this Newbery
Medal–winning
novel from Phillis
Reynolds Naylor.
When Marty Preston
comes across a young
beagle in the hills
behind his home, it's
love at first sight—and
also big trouble. It
turns out the dog,
which Marty names
Shiloh, belongs to
Judd Travers, who
drinks too much and
has a gun—and abuses
his dogs. So when
Shiloh runs away from
Judd to Marty, Marty
just has to hide him
and protect him from
Judd. But Marty's
secret becomes too big
for him to keep to
himself, and it exposes
his entire family to
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Judd's anger. How far
will Marty have to go
to make Shiloh his?
Unwell Women
Harper Collins
Finally the Truth
about the Rise of the
West Modernity
developed only in the
West—in Europe and
North America.
Nowhere else did
science and
democracy arise;
nowhere else was
slavery outlawed.
Only Westerners
invented chimneys,
musical scores,
telescopes, eyeglasses,
pianos, electric lights,
aspirin, and soap. The
question is, Why?
Unfortunately, that
question has become
so politically incorrect
that most scholars
avoid it. But acclaimed
author Rodney Stark
provides the answers
in this sweeping new
look at Western
civilization. How the

West Won
demonstrates the
primacy of uniquely
Western
ideas—among them
the belief in free will,
the commitment to the
pursuit of knowledge,
the notion that the
universe functions
according to rational
rules that can be
discovered, and the
emphasis on human
freedom and secure
property rights. Taking
readers on a thrilling
journey from ancient
Greece to the present,
Stark challenges much
of the received wisdom
about Western history.
How the West Won
shows, for example: �
Why the fall of Rome
was the single most
beneficial event in the
rise of Western
civilization � Why the
“Dark Ages” never
happened � Why the
Crusades had nothing
to do with grabbing

loot or attacking the
Muslim world
unprovoked � Why
there was no
“Scientific
Revolution” � Why
scholars’ recent
efforts to dismiss the
importance of battles
are ridiculous: had the
Greeks lost at the Battle
of Marathon, we
probably would never
have heard of Plato or
Aristotle Stark also
debunks absurd
fabrications that have
flourished in the past
few decades: that the
Greeks stole their
culture from Africa;
that the West’s
“discoveries” were
copied from the
Chinese and Muslims;
that Europe became
rich by plundering the
non-Western world.
At the same time, he
reveals the woeful
inadequacy of recent
attempts to attribute
the rise of the West to
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purely material
causes—favorable
climates, abundant
natural resources, guns
and steel. How the
West Won displays
Rodney Stark’s gifts
for lively narrative
history and making the
latest scholarship
accessible to all
readers. This bold,
insightful book will
force you to rethink
your understanding of
the West and the birth
of modernity—and to
recognize that Western
civilization really has
set itself apart from
other cultures.
Lost to the West
SPCK
Does atheism have a
monopoly on reason
and science? Many
think so--or simply
assume so. Atheism?
challenges the many
hidden assumptions
that have led to the
popular belief that
atheism is the "default"

position for explaining
reality. Delving into the
most basic and
fundamental questions
of existence, this
thought-provoking
book explains that
atheism does not and
cannot provide a
secure foundation for
thought and life.
Specifically, it
demonstrates that
atheistic theories
cannot explain the
existence of an ordered
universe, the
conundrums of
consciousness and
knowledge, or why
there is morality or
beauty. Rather than
being the result of
reason, atheism is
shown to be, in effect, a
revolt against reason. If
you enjoy pondering
the most basic issues
that confront us in our
world today, then
Atheism? is the book
for you.
Child Neglect

HarperCollins
Publishers
Look for Courtney
Summer's
groundbreaking new
thriller, I'm the Girl,
September 13th 2022
"Sadie: a novel for
readers of any age, and
a character as indelible
as a scar. Flat-out
dazzling." —A. J.
Finn, #1 New York
Times bestselling
author of The Woman
in the Window A New
York Times bestseller!
An Edgar Award
Winner! Appearing
on over 30 Best Book
of 2018 lists including
The Boston Globe,
Bustle, Buzzfeed,
Globe and Mail,
Good Morning
America, NPR,
Publishers Weekly,
and more! A YALSA
Top 10 Quick Pick 4
Starred Reviews from
Kirkus, School Library
Journal, Booklist,
Publishers Weekly!
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"Sadie: a novel for
readers of any age, and
a character as indelible
as a scar. Flat-out
dazzling." —A. J. Finn,
#1 New York Times
bestselling author of
The Woman in the
Window "Sadie is an
electrifying, high-
stakes road trip. Clear
your schedule. You're
not going anywhere
until you've reached
the end." —Stephanie
Perkins, New York
Times bestselling
author of There's
Someone Inside Your
House and Anna and
the French Kiss "A
haunting, gut-
wrenching, and
relentlessly compelling
read." —Veronica
Roth, #1 New York
Times bestselling
author of Carve the
Mark and the
Divergent series A
missing girl on a
journey of revenge. A
Serial—like podcast

following the clues she's
left behind. And an
ending you won't be
able to stop talking
about. “Today,
WNRK is launching
the first episode of our
new serialized podcast,
The Girls, created and
hosted by West
McCray.” When
popular radio
personality West
McCray receives a
desperate phone call
from a stranger
imploring him to find
nineteen-year-old
runaway Sadie Hunter,
he’s not convinced
there’s a story there;
girls go missing all the
time. But when it’s
revealed that Sadie fled
home after the brutal
murder of her little
sister, Mattie, West
travels to the small
town of Cold Creek,
Colorado, to uncover
what happened. Sadie
has no idea that her
journey to avenge her

sister will soon become
the subject of a
blockbuster podcast.
Armed with a
switchblade, Sadie
follows meager clues
hoping they’ll lead to
the man who took
Mattie’s life, because
she’s determined to
make him pay with his
own. But as West
traces her path to the
darkest, most
dangerous corners of
big cities and small
towns, a deeply
unsettling mystery
begins to unfold—one
that’s bigger than
them both. Can he find
Sadie before it’s too
late? Alternating
between Sadie’s
unflinching voice as
she hunts the killer and
the podcast transcripts
tracking the clues
she’s left behind,
Sadie is a breathless
thriller about the
lengths we go to
protect the ones we
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love and the high price
we pay when we
can’t. It will haunt
you long after you
reach the final page.
Bearing False
Witness Yale
University Press
This "fresh, blunt,
and highly
persuasive account
of how the West was
won—for Jesus"
(Newsweek) is now
available in
paperback. Stark's
provocative report
challenges
conventional
wisdom and finds
that Christianity's
astounding
dominance of the
Western world arose
from its offer of a
better, more secure
way of life.
"Compelling
reading" (Library
Journal) that is sure

to "generate spirited
argument"
(Publishers Weekly),
this account of
Christianity's
remarkable growth
within the Roman
Empire is the subject
of much fanfare.
"Anyone who has
puzzled over
Christianity's rise to
dominance...must
read it." says Yale
University's Wayne
A. Meeks, for The
Rise of Christianity
makes a compelling
case for startling
conclusions.
Combining his
expertise in social
science with
historical evidence,
and his insight into
contemporary
religion's appeal,
Stark finds that early
Christianity attracted
the privileged rather

than the poor, that
most early converts
were women or
marginalized
Jews—and ultimately
"that Christianity was
a success because it
proved those who
joined it with a more
appealing, more
assuring, happier,
and perhaps longer
life" (Andrew M.
Greeley, University
of Chicago).
History of the Indies
Random House
NATIONAL BOOK
CRITICS CIRCLE
AWARD WINNER
� NEW YORK
TIMES
BESTSELLER � In
this beautifully
written masterwork,
the Pulitzer
Prize–winnner and
bestselling author of
Caste chronicles one
of the great untold
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stories of American
history: the decades-
long migration of
black citizens who
fled the South for
northern and western
cities, in search of a
better life. From 1915
to 1970, this exodus
of almost six million
people changed the
face of America.
Wilkerson compares
this epic migration to
the migrations of
other peoples in
history. She
interviewed more
than a thousand
people, and gained
access to new data
and official records,
to write this definitive
and vividly dramatic
account of how these
American journeys
unfolded, altering
our cities, our
country, and
ourselves. With

stunning historical
detail, Wilkerson tells
this story through the
lives of three unique
individuals: Ida Mae
Gladney, who in
1937 left
sharecropping and
prejudice in
Mississippi for
Chicago, where she
achieved quiet blue-
collar success and, in
old age, voted for
Barack Obama when
he ran for an Illinois
Senate seat; sharp
and quick-tempered
George Starling, who
in 1945 fled Florida
for Harlem, where he
endangered his job
fighting for civil
rights, saw his family
fall, and finally found
peace in God; and
Robert Foster, who
left Louisiana in 1953
to pursue a medical
career, the personal

physician to Ray
Charles as part of a
glitteringly successful
medical career,
which allowed him to
purchase a grand
home where he often
threw exuberant
parties. Wilkerson
brilliantly captures
their first treacherous
and exhausting cross-
country trips by car
and train and their
new lives in colonies
that grew into
ghettos, as well as
how they changed
these cities with
southern food, faith,
and culture and
improved them with
discipline, drive, and
hard work. Both a
riveting microcosm
and a major
assessment, The
Warmth of Other
Suns is a bold,
remarkable, and
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riveting work, a
superb account of an
“unrecognized
immigration”
within our own land.
Through the breadth
of its narrative, the
beauty of the writing,
the depth of its
research, and the
fullness of the people
and lives portrayed
herein, this book is
destined to become a
classic.
Seven Ways of
Looking at Religion
Princeton University
Press
A sweeping saga of the
Spanish history and
influence in North
America over five
centuries, from the
acclaimed author of
Empire’s
Crossroads. Because
of our shared English
language, as well as the
celebrated origin tales
of the Mayflower and

the rebellion of the
British colonies, the
United States has
prized its Anglo
heritage above all
others. However, as
Carrie Gibson explains
with great depth and
clarity in El Norte, the
nation has much older
Spanish roots?ones
that have long been
unacknowledged or
marginalized. The
Hispanic past of the
United States predates
the arrival of the
Pilgrims by a century,
and has been every bit
as important in
shaping the nation as it
exists today. El Norte
chronicles the dramatic
history of Hispanic
North America from
the arrival of the
Spanish in the early
16th century to the
present?from Ponce de
Leon’s initial landing
in Florida in 1513 to
Spanish control of the
vast Louisiana territory

in 1762 to the Mexican-
American War in 1846
and up to the more
recent tragedy of post-
hurricane Puerto Rico
and the ongoing
border acrimony with
Mexico. Interwoven in
this narrative of events
and people are cultural
issues that have been
there from the start but
which are unresolved
to this day: language,
belonging,
community, race, and
nationality. Seeing
them play out over
centuries provides vital
perspective at a time
when it is urgently
needed. In 1883, Walt
Whitman meditated
on his country’s
Spanish past: “We
Americans have yet to
really learn our own
antecedents, and sort
them, to unify them,”
predicting that “to
that composite
American identity of
the future, Spanish
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character will supply
some of the most
needed parts.” That
future is here, and El
Norte, a stirring and
eventful history in its
own right, will make a
powerful impact on
our national
understanding. “This
history debunks the
myth of American
exceptionalism by
revisiting a past that is
not British and
Protestant but
Hispanic and Catholic.
Gibson begins with the
arrival of Spaniards in
La Florida, in 1513,
discusses Mexico’s
ceding of territory to
the U.S., in 1848, and
concludes with
Trump’s nativist
fixations. Along the
way, she explains how
California came to be
named after a fictional
island in a book by a
Castilian Renaissance
writer and asks why we
ignore a chapter of our

history that began long
before the Pilgrims
arrived. At a time when
the building of walls
occupies so much
attention, Gibson
makes a case for the
blurring of
boundaries.” —New
Yorker “A sweeping
and accessible survey
of the Hispanic history
of the U.S. that
illuminates the integral
impact of the Spanish
and their descendants
on the U.S.’s social
and cultural
development. . . . This
unusual and insightful
work provides a
welcome and thought-
provoking angle on the
country’s history,
and should be widely
appreciated.”
—Publishers Weekly,
starred review, PW
Pick
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