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"The power of the
gospel is often most
visible among those who
have been the least
respected, including
racial or ethnic
minorities, people with
disabilities, women,
and people who have
been displaced from
their homeland. Yet in
many faith communities,
these are the same
people whose leadership
gifts are least likely
to be recognized. But
the power of the gospel
comes from God, not
from other humans. This
book is a passionate
affirmation of the

power already present
among marginalized
Christians and a call
to recognize and
embrace this power for
the sake of helping the
church become more like
Christ"--

The Cross and the
Lynching Tree Orbis
Books
Famously known as the
text that Martin Luther
King Jr. sought
inspiration from in the
days leading up to the
Montgomery bus
boycott, Howard
Thurman’s Jesus and

the Disinherited helped
shape the civil rights
movement and changed
our nation’s history
forever. In this classic
theological treatise, the
acclaimed theologian
and religious leader
Howard Thurman
(1900-1981)
demonstrates how the
gospel may be read as a
manual of resistance for
the poor and
disenfranchised. Jesus
is a partner in the pain
of the oppressed and
the example of His life
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offers a solution to
ending the descent into
moral nihilism. Hatred
does not empower--it
decays. Only through
self-love and love of
one another can God's
justice prevail.
Moral Struggle and the Prophets
Beacon Press
“If reconciliation is the takeaway
point for the civil rights story we
usually tell, then the takeaway
point for the more complex, more
truthful civil rights story
contained in Dear White
Christians is reparations.” —
from the preface to the second
edition With the troubling and
painful events of the last several

years—from the killing of
numerous unarmed Black men
and women at the hands of police
to the rallying of white
supremacists in Charlottesville—it
is clearer than ever that the
reconciliation paradigm, long
favored by white Christians, has
failed to heal the deep racial
wounds in the church and
American society. In this
provocative book, originally
published in 2014, Jennifer
Harvey argues for a radical shift
away from the well-meaning but
feeble longing for reconciliation
toward a robustly biblical call for
reparations. Now in its second
edition—with a new preface
addressing the explosive changes
in American culture and politics

since 2014, as well as an appendix
that explores what a reparations
paradigm can actually look
like—Dear White Christians calls
justice-committed Christians to do
the gospel-inspired work of
opposing racist social structures
around them. Harvey’s message
is historically and scripturally
rooted, making it ideal for
facilitating the difficult but
important discussions about race
that are so desperately needed in
churches and faith-centered
classrooms across the country.
Philosophy of Religion and the
African American Experience
Routledge
A landmark in the
conversation about race and
religion in America. "They put
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him to death by hanging him on
a tree." Acts 10:39 The cross
and the lynching tree are the
two most emotionally charged
symbols in the history of the
African American community.
In this powerful new work,
theologian James H. Cone
explores these symbols and
their interconnection in the
history and souls of black folk.
Both the cross and the
lynching tree represent the
worst in human beings and at
the same time a thirst for life
that refuses to let the worst
determine our final meaning.
While the lynching tree
symbolized white power and
"black death," the cross
symbolizes divine power and

"black life" God overcoming the
power of sin and death. For
African Americans, the image
of Jesus, hung on a tree to die,
powerfully grounded their faith
that God was with them, even
in the suffering of the lynching
era. In a work that spans social
history, theology, and cultural
studies, Cone explores the
message of the spirituals and
the power of the blues; the
passion and of Emmet Till and
the engaged vision of Martin
Luther King, Jr.; he invokes the
spirits of Billie Holliday and
Langston Hughes, Fannie Lou
Hamer and Ida B. Well, and
the witness of black artists,
writers, preachers, and fighters
for justice. And he remembers

the victims, especially the 5,000
who perished during the
lynching period. Through their
witness he contemplates the
greatest challenge of any
Christian theology to explain
how life can be made
meaningful in the face of death
and injustice.
Visions of a Better World
BRILL
A trenchant and timeless
examination of the still-
contested meanings of
President Barack Obama's
election, from a preeminent
scholar of race, politics, and
American history-with a new
introduction by the author.
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When voters in 2008 chose the
United States' first black
president, some Americans
hailed the event as a sign that
the nation had, at long last,
transcended its bloody history
of racial inequality. Obama's
victory was indescribably
momentous, but if the
intervening years proved
anything, it is that we never
leave history entirely behind.
Indeed, this may be the
ultimate lesson of the Obama
era. First published in 2010,
The Substance of Hope is
acclaimed historian Jelani
Cobb's meditation on what

Obama's election represented,
an insightful investigation into
the civil rights movement
forces that helped produce it,
and a prescient inquiry into
how American society does-
and does not-change. In
penetrating, elegant prose,
Cobb teases apart the
paradoxes embodied in race
and patriotism, identity and
citizenship, progress and
legacy. Now reissued with a
new introduction by the
author, reflecting on how the
seismic impact of the Obama
presidency continues to shape
America, The Substance of

Hope is an indelible work of
history and cultural criticism
from one of our most singular
voices.
Mysticism and the Experience of
Love Wipf and Stock Publishers
"Can preaching recover a Blues
sensibility and dare speak with
authority in the midst of tragedy?
America is living stormy Monday,
but the pulpit is preaching happy
Sunday. The world is experiencing
the Blues, and pulpiteers are
dispensing excessive doses of non-
prescribed prosaic sermons with
severe ecclesiastical and theological
side effects." �€"from chapter 1
Uniquely gifted preacher Otis
Moss III helps preachers effectively
communicate hope in a desperate
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and difficult world in this new work
based on his 2014 Yale Lyman
Beecher Lectures. Moss challenges
preachers to preach with a "Blue
Note sensibility," which speaks
directly to the tragedies faced by
their congregants without falling
into despair. He then offers four
powerful sermons that illustrate his
Blue Note preaching style. In them,
Moss beautifully and passionately
brings to life biblical characters that
speak to today's pressing issues,
including race discrimination and
police brutality, while maintaining a
strong message of hope. Moss
shows how preachers can teach
their congregations to resist letting
the darkness find its way into them
and, instead, learn to dance in the
dark.

The Way of the Mystics National
Geographic Books
Famously known as the text that
Martin Luther King Jr. sought
inspiration from in the days leading
up to the Montgomery bus
boycott, Howard Thurman’s
Jesus and the Disinherited helped
shape the civil rights movement
and changed our nation’s history
forever. In this classic theological
treatise, the acclaimed theologian
and religious leader Howard
Thurman (1900-1981)
demonstrates how the gospel may
be read as a manual of resistance
for the poor and disenfranchised.
Jesus is a partner in the pain of the
oppressed and the example of His
life offers a solution to ending the
descent into moral nihilism.

Hatred does not empower--it
decays. Only through self-love and
love of one another can God's
justice prevail.
Blue Note Preaching in a Post-Soul
World Fortress Press
The faith journeys of a major
mentor to the civil rights
movement Teacher. Minister.
Theologian. Writer. Mystic.
Activist. No single label can
capture the multiplicity of Howard
Thurman’s life, but his influence
is evident in the most significant
aspects of the civil rights
movement. In 1936, he visited
Mahatma Gandhi in India and
subsequently brought Gandhi’s
concept of nonviolent resistance
across the globe to the United
States. Later, through his book
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Jesus and the Disinherited, he
foresaw a theology of American
liberation based on the life of Jesus
as a dispossessed Jew under Roman
rule. Paul Harvey’s biography of
Thurman speaks to the manifold
ways this mystic theologian and
social activist sought to transform
the world to better reflect “that
which is God in us,” despite
growing up in the South during the
ugliest years of Jim Crow. After
founding one of the first
intentionally interracial churches in
the country—the Church for the
Fellowship of All Peoples in San
Francisco—he shifted into a
mentorship role with Martin Luther
King Jr. and other civil rights
leaders. He advised them to
incorporate more inward seeking

and rest into their activism, while
also recasting their struggle for
racial equality in a more
cosmopolitan, universalist manner.
As racial justice once again comes
to the forefront of American
consciousness, Howard
Thurman’s faith and life have
much to say to a new generation of
the disinherited and all those who
march alongside them.
Howard Thurman and the
Disinherited Beacon Press
Famously known as the text
that Martin Luther King Jr.
sought inspiration from in the
days leading up to the
Montgomery bus boycott,
Howard Thurman’s Jesus

and the Disinherited helped
shape the civil rights
movement and changed our
nation’s history forever. In
this classic theological treatise,
the acclaimed theologian and
religious leader Howard
Thurman (1900-1981)
demonstrates how the gospel
may be read as a manual of
resistance for the poor and
disenfranchised. Jesus is a
partner in the pain of the
oppressed and the example of
His life offers a solution to
ending the descent into moral
nihilism. Hatred does not
empower--it decays. Only
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through self-love and love of
one another can God's justice
prevail.
Might from the Margins Orbis
Books
Climate Church, Climate
World argues that climate
change is the greatest moral
challenge humanity has ever
faced. Reverend Jim Antal
argues that it’s time for the
church to meet this moral
challenge and suggests ways
people of faith can reorient
what they value through new
approaches to worship,
preaching, and other spiritual
practices.

Summary of Howard
Therman’s Jesus and the
Disinherited Westminster
John Knox Press
Meditations of the Heart is a
beautiful collection of
meditations and prayers by
one of our greatest spiritual
leaders. Howard Thurman,
the great spiritualist and
mystic, was renowned for the
quiet beauty of his reflections
on humanity and our
relationship with God. This
collection of fifty-four of his
most well-known meditations
features his thoughts on
prayer, community, and the

joys and rituals of life. Within
this collection are words that
sustain, elevate, and inspire.
Thurman addresses those
moments of trial and
uncertainty and offers a
message of hope and
endurance for people of all
faiths.
Howard Thurman Herald Press
(VA)
Examines King's roots in Black
popular culture and their role as
the source of his power and
vision
The Substance of Hope Orbis
Books
When Josey wonders why
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people are so different, Dad
helps her understand that our
differences aren't a mistake. In
fact, we have many differences
because God is creative!
Children and the adults who
read with them are invited to
join Josey as she learns of
God's wonderfully diverse
design. Also included is a note
from the author to encourage
further conversation about the
content.
40-Day Journey with Howard
Thurman Modern Spiritual
Masters
Mary Magdalene is one of the most
influential symbols in the history of
Christianity—yet, if you look in

the Bible, you’ll find only a
handful of verses that speak of her.
How did she become such a
compelling saint in the face of such
paltry evidence? In her effort to
answer that question, Cynthia
Bourgeault examines the Bible,
church tradition, art, legend, and
newly discovered texts to see
what’s there. She then applies her
own reasoning and intuition,
informed by the wisdom of the ages-
old Christian contemplative
tradition. What emerges is a radical
view of Mary Magdalene as
Jesus’s most important disciple,
the one he considered to
understand his teaching best. That
teaching was characterized by a
nondualistic approach to the world
and by a deep understanding of the

value of the feminine. Cynthia
shows how an understanding of
Mary Magdalene can revitalize
contemporary Christianity, how
Christians and others can, through
her, find their way to Jesus’s
original teachings and apply them
to their modern lives.
Meditations of the Heart Milkyway
Media
"The first in a series that collects the
"Sermon Series" by renowned
African American theologian
Howard Thurman, this volume on
"Man and the Moral Struggle" and
"The Message of the Prophets.""--
Jesus and the Disinherited
Bloomsbury Publishing USA
“One of the great religious leaders
of [the twentieth] century” tells
his story of growing up under
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segregation and finding his calling as
a minister (Atlanta Journal-
Constitution). Howard Thurman
was a singular man—a minister,
philosopher, and educator whose
vitality and vision touched the lives
of countless people of all races,
faiths, and cultures. In his moving
autobiography, Dr. Thurman tells
of his lonely years growing up in a
segregated town, where the
nurturing black community and a
profound interest in nature
provided his deepest solace. That
same young man would go on to
become one of the great spiritual
leaders of our time. Over the course
of his extraordinary career,
Thurman served as a dean of
Rankin Chapel and professor of
theology at Howard University;

minister of the interdenominational
Fellowship Church in San
Francisco, of which he was a
cofounder; dean of Marsh Chapel
of Boston University; and honorary
canon of the Cathedral Church of
St. John the Divine in New York.
He was deeply engaged in work
with the Howard Thurman
Educational Trust until his death in
1981. This is Thurman’s story in
his own inspiring words.
“Inspiring . . . a tale of trial and
triumph. It should be read by
everyone.” —Vernon Jordan,
president of the National Urban
League “Now we can peer with
delight into the soul of this master
and grasp some of the sense of
religious genius which has been the
source of all that blessed

teaching.” —Rabbi Joseph B.
Glaser, former executive vice
president, Central Conference of
American Rabbis “The reader’s
admiration for this educator and
spiritual healer grows naturally as
the story unfolds.” —The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution “Thurman
leads his readers . . . with an air of
gracious ease and imperturbable
dignity.” —Kirkus Reviews
Jesus and the Disinherited HMH
Here are five sermons preached in
Marsh Chapel during the month of
July, in the year of our Lord, 1962.
They are a faithful transcription of
the spoken word from tape
recordings made for
rebroadcasting to a radio audience
in the evening of the Sunday on
which each was delivered. The
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minimum of editing has been done
in order that the clarity of
expression might be maintained
despite the change of the medium
from the spoken to the written
word. These are five sermons on
certain dilemmas of Jesus, growing
out of temptations which he faced.
They are not five lectures. They are
not five critical essays. They are five
sermons, having as their
fundamental purpose the
illumination of the imagination, the
stirring of the heart, and the
challenge to live life meaningfully.
We see the Master as he struggled to
find a way which will be for him
The Way in which he can walk in
utter harmony with the Will of his
Father and the purpose of life. This
too is what we seek, and in his

answer we may find precious clues
for ourselves. He was tempted as all
men are tempted and his example
leaves the whole world in his debt.
The publishing of this little book in
a special, limited first edition,
designed and printed by Lawton
Kennedy of San Francisco, is the
fulfillment of a long cherished
dream which we have had for many
years, since this artist-publisher
began printing the annual
Christmas and other special
occasion cards which I have written
for the Church for the Fellowship of
All Peoples in San Francisco, and
later for Marsh Chapel in Boston.
With customary grace, Eugene
Exman, of Harper and Brothers,
has granted me temporary release
from my contract in order to make

possible a unique Lawton Kennedy
production. It so happens that this
was the last sermon-series which I
presented in Marsh Chapel,
marking the end of a nine-year
period of active responsibility for
that part of the religious life of
Boston University, as expressed in
the preaching and ministry of
Marsh Chapel, and the beginning of
a two-year leave for an extended
ministry in the service of the
University, to other areas of the
United States and countries abroad.
The material presented here was
later used as the basis of the Theme
Devotional Addresses at the
meeting of the 20th General
Council of the United Church of
Canada, including the
Congregational, Methodist, and
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Presbyterian denominations, held at
the Metropolitan United Church,
London, Ontario, September
twelfth through the nineteenth.
Significantly, the addresses
delivered before this inspiring body
marked the first major assignment
in the wider ministry of the next
two years. Howard Thurman
Boston University September, 1962
Howard Thurman
InterVarsity Press
Howard Thurman was an
influential American author,
philosopher, theologian,
educator, and civil rights
leader. Strongly influenced by
his grandmother, a former
slave, who raised him and a

Quaker mystic under whom he
studied, Thurman adopted a
philosophy of activism rooted
in faith, guided by spirit, and
maintained in peace. Editor
Donna Schaper selects forty
inspiring passages from the
works of this spiritual advisor
to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
to accompany readers on their
own spiritual journeys. Ideal
for traveling through the
seasons of Advent and Lent.
The Meaning of Mary Magdalene
Rowman & Littlefield
A spiritual advisor to Martin
Luther King, Jr.; the first black dean
at a white university; cofounder of
the first interracially pastored,

intercultural church in the United
States, Howard Thurman offered a
transcendent vision of our world.
This lyrical collection of select
published and unpublished works
traces his struggle with the
particular manifestations of
violence and hatred that mark the
twentieth century. His words
remind us all that out of religious
faith emerges social responsibility
and the power to transform lives.
The Inward Journey Shambhala
Publications
An inspiration to Martin Luther
King Jr., James Farmer, and other
leaders of the civil rights
movement, Howard Thurman was
a crucial figure in the advancement
of African Americans in the 20th
century. Until now, however, he
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has not received the full biographical
treatment he deserves. In Against
the Hounds of Hell, Thurman
scholar Peter Eisenstadt offers a
fascinating exploration of the life of
this great religious thinker and
activist. The first significant African
American pacifist, Thurman was
the first African American to meet
Mahatma Gandhi. An early and
outspoken feminist,
environmentalist, and advocate for
social and economic justice, he was
one of the first and most insistent
mid-20th century proponents of
racial integration. At the same time,
he was a key figure in the
emergence of mysticism and
"spirituality" as an alternative to
formal religion. Against the
Hounds of Hell will at last establish

this multifaceted historical
personage as a leading figure of 20th
century American politics, religion,
and culture.
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