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Religion and Popular Culture in America, Third Edition Simon and
Schuster

"Read it for twists on twists, meditations on faith, and a deeply
thoughtful treatment of an evangelical community." — Glamour,
Beach Reads That Are Like Summer in a Book “A thoughtful and
candid meditation on faith, family, and forgiveness . . . fabulous.”
—Claire Lombardo, New York Times bestselling author of The Most
Fun We Ever Had Recommended by Good Housekeeping, Elle,
Parade, Real Simple, Glamour, Refinery29, Bustle, Oprah Daily,
The Millions, Shondaland, Yahoo!, Literary Hub, and more! A
mesmerizing debut novel set in northern Texas about two sisters
who discover an unsettling secret about their father, the head pastor
of an evangelical megachurch, that upends their lives and
community—a story of family, identity, and the delicate line between
faith and deception. Luke Nolan has led the Hope congregation for
more than a decade, while his wife and daughters have patiently
upheld what it means to live righteously. Made famous by a viral
sermon on purity co-written with his eldest daughter, Abigail, Luke is
the prototype of a modern preacher: tall, handsome, a spellbinding
speaker. But his younger daughter Caroline has begun to notice the
cracks in their comfortable life. She is certain that her perfect,
pristine sister is about to marry the wrong man—and Caroline has
slid into sin with a boy she’s known her entire life, wondering why
God would care so much about her virginity anyway. When it comes
to light, five weeks before Abigail's wedding, that Luke has been
lying to his family, the entire Nolan clan falls into a tailspin. Caroline
seizes the opportunity to be alone with her sister. The two girls flee
to the ranch they inherited from their maternal grandmother, far
removed from the embarrassing drama of their parents and the
prying eyes of the community. But with the date of Abigail's
wedding fast approaching, the sisters will have to make a hard
decision about which familial bonds are worth protecting. An
intimate coming-of-age story and a modern woman'’s read, God
Spare the Girls lays bare the rabid love of sisterhood and asks what
we owe our communities, our families, and ourselves. “A deeply felt
book about love — love for family and community, for people who
sustain you and people who disappoint you. And love for God, too,
which Kelsey McKinney writes about with humane and incisive
frankness.”—Linda Holmes, New York Times bestselling author of
Evvie Drake Starts Over “The accomplishment of this canny novel
is in positing coming of age itself as a loss of faith—not only in the
church, but in our parents, our family, and the world as we thought
we understood it.” — Rumaan Alam, New York Times bestselling
author of Leave the World Behind and Rich and Pretty

Losing My Religion Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
'Religion’'s Sudden Decline' provides evidence of a
major decline in religion in most of the world, based
on surveys of over 100 countries containing 90
percent of the world's population, carried out from
1981 to 2020 - the largest base of empirical
evidence ever assembled to analyse mass

acceptance or rejection of religion.--

Crying in H Mart Zondervan

Losing My ReligionHarper Collins

Losing Our Religion? Down & Out Books

Explores what leads people to begin to question their faith. Lynch recounts
his own experience of the processes and the challenges he encountered in
moving away from Evangelical faith. Includes interviews with Dave
Tomlinson and Jo Ind.

Losing Our Religion Penguin

We all own a very special key. It is the key that unlocks all that we
are and all that we could ever want and dream of wanting. Access
to this key is so simple, yet we make it so hard. This key is always
there, waiting for us to use it to unlock our treasure chest and to
release the power within it. We all want so badly to be the winner of
the big lottery, but little do we know we already are the winner. We
think winning the lottery will give us the power to do what we want
with our lives. If we only knew that all the power is already within
us. They say that in the last days the hearts of many men will fail
because of fear. Our hearts fail every time we make a decision based
in fear, instead of believing to trust what is in our hearts. Our heart
Is each and everyones very own treasure chest that is open every
time we choose to believe what is in it. Now if the key to all our
happiness is in our treasure chest, which lies within our heart,
wouldnt it make sense that our number one priority in life would
be to discover our heart and what lies within it? Every time we
make a decision aligned with our heart, we tap into our power and
release a potent and invisible energy into the world. This energy in
turn orchestrates the universe to reflect back into our lives that
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ultimately leads us to fulfill our purpose. We must believe that all of pressure from their community and how they think about religious issues.
lifes experiences, situations, and relationships are there to take us on Engagingly written and thoroughly researched, Losing Our Religion will appeal

a great journey. A journey that creates opportunities for self-
discovery and that promotes self-growth and awareness. One
experience of life is death. However, it is not death in the physical
sense, but in a spiritual sense. It is dying to who we thought we were
and dying to what we thought we believed and to how we defined
ourselves. A lot of what we thought really isnt even our own
thoughts. They are actually thoughts we adopted from others. They
are thoughts and beliefs imposed on us by others, beginning right
down to when we were babies. In this process to self-discovery, we
must cut off the junk we gathered in life that are not our own in
order to become in alignment to who we are. God is the very
essence of lifethe life within us and the life outside us. As we
continue the path of self-discovery, happiness is sure to follow. The
compass that should aid us in our journey is called bliss. Following
our bliss is the key to what is in your heart and ultimately to be one
with God. The key to our fulfillment in life is not to create
separation between who God is and who we are. We are one with
God. We are cocreators with God, and we have the power to create
whatever we want.

Choosing My Religion Wipf and Stock Publishers

Church-going in most Western societies has declined significantly in the wake
of the social and cultural changes that began in the 1960s. Does this mean that
people in these societies are losing any religious dimension in their lives, or is it
being expressed in other forms and places? This study begins by looking at
comparative data on how church-going patterns have changed in five
countries--Britain, the United States, Canada, Australia, and New
Zealand--examining reasons for the decline, how churches have responded to
these changes, and why some churches have shown greater resilience. It then
explores some of the particular challenges these changes pose for the future of
churches in these societies and some of the responses that have been made,
drawing on both sociological and theological insights. The conclusion is that,
despite the loss of belonging, believing persists and religion continues to play a
significant role in these societies, mediated in a variety of diffuse cultural
forms. Cases illustrating these changes are largely drawn from New Zealand,
which as the country most recently settled by Europeans has always been
"secular" and thus provides helpful insights.

LOSING MY RELIGION Univ of California Press

After four years of college and six years in seminary, William Mills was ready
for a parish--or so he thought. He didn't realize much of his time would be
endless discussions about bagels and coffee, digging ditches, and parking lot
condom patrols. For six years, community life was just humming along. Then
disaster struck. Mills' life came crashing down when nearly a third of his
congregation left in a public power play, causing him to question his faith in
himself, in the church, and in God. Marva Dawn, a noted writer of spirituality
and ministry, said that being a pastor is like being peppered with popcorn:
after a while, you just get tired of it, pack your bags, and move on. However, as
Mills himself says, "I was either too stubborn or stupid, so | stayed." Losing My
Religion is about the ups and downs, ins and outs, choices and challenges of
being a pastor in the twenty-first-century church. It's also about the
redemptive power of community life and finding healing and wholeness in a
broken world.

Religion's Sudden Decline HarperCollins

Mark Noll has written a major indictment of American
evangelicalism. Reading this book, one wonders if the evangelical
movement has pandered so much to American culture and tried to
be so popular only to lose not only it's mind but it's soul as well.
For evangelical pastors and parishoners alike, this is a must read!
--Robert Wuthnow.

Out of Position Knopf

"The fastest growing religion in America is--none! Among adults under
30, those poised to be the parents of the next generation, fully one third
are religiously unaffiliated. Yet these "Nones," especially parents, still
face prejudice in a culture where religion is widely seen as good for your
kids. What do Nones believe, and how do they negotiate tensions with
those convinced that they ought to provide their children with a
religious upbringing?"--Publisher description.

I Am Restored Zondervan

The fastest growing religion in America is—none! One fifth of Americans now
list their religionas“ none,” up from only 7 percent two decades ago.
Among adults under 30, those poised to be the parents of the next generation,
fully one third are religiously unaffiliated. Yet these “ Nones,” especially
parents, still face prejudice in a culture where religion is widely seen as good
for your kids. What do Nones believe, and how do they negotiate tensions
with those convinced that they ought to provide their children with a religious
upbringing? Drawing on survey data and in-depth personal interviews with
religiously unaffiliated parents across the country, Christel Manning provides
important demographic data on American“ Nones” and offers critical
nuance to our understanding of the term. She shows that context is crucial in
understanding how those without religious ties define themselves and raise
their families. Indeed, she demonstrates that Nones hold a wide variety of
worldviews, ranging from deeply religious to highly secular, and transmit them
in diverse ways. What ties them all together is a commitment to spiritual
choice—a belief in the moral equivalence of religions and secular worldviews
and in the individual’ s right to choose—and it is that choice they seek to
pass on to their children. The volume weaves in stories from the author’ s
interviews throughout, showing how non-religious parents grapple with

to scholars, parents, and anyone interested in understanding the changing
American religious landscape.

Anatomy of a Song ReadHowYouWant.com

In this challenging and provocative book, Tom Frame, one of
Australia's best - known writers on religion and society, examines
diminishing theological belief and declining denominational
affiliation. He argues that Australia has never been a very religious
nation but that few Australians have deliberately rejected belief -
most simply can't see why they need to be bothered with religion at
all. He contends that vehement campaigning against theistic belief
is the product of growing disdain for religious fundamentalism and
a vigorous commitment to personal autonomy. Losing My
Religion contends that God is certainly not dead but that
Australia's religious landscape will continue to change as the battle
for hearts, minds and spirits continues. Published on the
sesquicentennial of the first release of Charles Darwin's On the
Origin of Species (1859), this book will provoke debate about what

matters to Australians.

Losing Your Religion Losing My Religion

Choosing My Religion is a luminous memoir, crafted with the eye of a
journalist and the art of a novelist by New York Times Magazine writer and
editor Stephen J. Dubner. By turns comic and heartbreaking, it tells the story
of a family torn apart by religion, sustained by faith, and reunited by truth.

The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind Xlibris Corporation

The connection between popular culture and religion is an
enduring part of American life. With seventy-five percent new
content, the third edition of this multifaceted and popular
collection has been revised and updated throughout to provide
greater religious diversity in its topics and address critical
developments in the study of religion and popular culture. Ideal for
classroom use, this expanded volume gives increased attention to
the implications of digital culture and the increasingly interactive
quality of popular culture provides a framework to help students
understand and appreciate the work in diverse fields, methods, and
perspectives contains an updated introduction, discussion
questions, and other instructional tools

Losing Our Religion Harper Collins

How do you know when you need to believe again? If you have ever
gone through burnout in your spiritual life or disappointment in your
church experience, then it may be evident. For others, it is not so clear.
You continue to push forward despite the check engine light warning
you something is wrong beneath the surface. In Believe Again, Josh uses
his real-life fish out of water story to demonstrate how you can leave
behind exhausting religion and find refreshing faith. Josh's entire life was
wrapped up in his job, relationships, and involvement at his church. But
what happens when all of that is stripped away, and he enters the "real
world" for the first time as an adult? Instead of preaching on stage and
enjoying the trappings of being a successful ministry leader, he found
himself delivering pizza, attending church with homeless people under a
bridge, and wrestling with the realities of life outside of his church
bubble. And that is just the beginning of this intentional yet
unconventional journey to discover a new way to relate to God, church,
and those who do not believe as we do. Whether you are like Josh and
unaware of how much you need to make a change, or you are already
looking for something new, Believe Again's raw and sometimes hilarious
story will inspire you to overcome life's setbacks and rejuvenate your
faith.

Losing My Religion Wipf and Stock Publishers

In a classic work of alternate history, the United States is divided up
and ruled by the Axis powers after the defeat of the Allies during
World War 1. Reissue. Winner of the Hugo Award for Best Novel.
Losing My Religion Penguin

William Lobdell's journey of faith—and doubt—may be the most
compelling spiritual memoir of our time. Lobdell became a born-
again Christian in his late 20s when personal problems—including
a failed marriage—drove him to his knees in prayer. As a newly
minted evangelical, Lobdell—a veteran journalist—noticed that
religion wasn't covered well in the mainstream media, and he
prayed for the Lord to put him on the religion beat at a major
newspaper. In 1998, his prayers were answered when the Los
Angeles Times asked him to write about faith. Yet what happened
over the next eight years was a roller-coaster of inspiration,
confusion, doubt, and soul-searching as his reporting and
experiences slowly chipped away at his faith. While reporting on
hundreds of stories, he witnessed a disturbing gap between the
tenets of various religions and the behaviors of the faithful and their
leaders. He investigated religious institutions that acted less
ethically than corrupt Wall St. firms. He found few differences
between the morals of Christians and atheists. As this evidence
piled up, he started to fear that God didn't exist. He explored every
doubt, every question—until, finally, his faith collapsed. After the
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paper agreed to reassign him, he wrote a personal essay in the his discharge from the army in 1968, John Fogerty did a handstand—and
summer of 2007 that became an international sensation for its reworked Beethoven' s Fifth Symphony to come up with Proud Mary. Joni
honest exploration of doubt. Losing My Religion is a book about Mitchell remembers living in a cave on Crete with the mean old daddy who

life's d t f that ks t Lobdell inspired her 1971 hit Carey. Elvis Costello talks about writing (The Angels
ITE'S GEEPESt qUESTIoNS that Speaxs to everyone. Lobde Wanna Wear My) Red Shoes in ten minutes on the train to Liverpool. And

understands the longings and satisfactions of the faithful, as well a5 wick Jagger, Jimmy Page, Rod Stewart, the Clash, Jimmy Cliff, Roger Waters,
the unrelenting power of doubt. How he faced that power, and Stevie Wonder, Keith Richards, Cyndi Lauper, and many other leading artists

wrestled with it, is must reading for people of faith and nonbelievers reveal the emotions, inspirations, and techniques behind their influential
alike. works. Anatomy of a Song is a love letter to the songs that have defined
generations of listeners and “ a rich history of both the music industry and the

Losing My Religion Open Road + Grove/Atlantic ) )
baby boomer era” (Los Angeles Times Book Review).

After being beaten and left for dead, Steven finds himself stranded
alongside the 101 in a small Northern California town. When a
mysterious stranger named Quinn offers a hand in exchange for help
reuniting with his daughter in San Francisco, Steven gets in the car and
begins a journey from which there is no return. Quinn has an agenda all
his own and he’ s unleashing vengeance at each stop along his path.
With a coked-up sadist ex-cop chasing Quinn, and two mismatched
small town cops chasing the ex-cop, Steven is unaware of the violent
tempest brewing. Corrupt cops and death-dealing gangsters manipulate
the maze each of them must navigate to get to the one thing they’ re all
after: Teresa, the girl holding the secret that will rip open a decades-old
scandal and scorch San Francisco’ s City Hall. Steven finds Teresa
homeless and strung out as their pursuers close in and bodies begin to
pile high on the Bay Area’ s back streets. Hand in hand Steven and
Teresa lead the mad parade of desperate men to the edge of the void.
American Static is a fast paced crime thriller with a mystery woven in.

It" s played out against the backdrop of Northern California’ s wine
country, Oakland’ s mean streets, and San Francisco’ s peaks and
alleys, written by one of its favorite sons, a man who knows the
underbelly of the city like no one else. American Static’ s prose has
been compared to EImore Leonard, Richard Price, and Don Winslow.
Praise for AMERICAN STATICL “ American Static is a stunning
achievement and nobody could have written it but Tom Pitts. Pitts

ain’ tjust the real deal: he set the mold for what the real deal is, and the
rest of us are just plastic copies.” —Benjamin Whitmer, author of Pike
and Cry Father.* American Static grabs you by the collar and drags
you through a dirty, dangerous tour of San Francisco. Tom Pitts serves
up noir just the way you want it—dark, relentless, and inevitable.”
—Rob Hart, author of New Yorked, City of Rose, and South Village.

“ American Static is a remarkable novel, a ride with brilliant twists and
turns and a relentless momentum, racing to an ending both unavoidable
and unexpected.” —Steve Weddle, author of Country Hardball.

“ Fast-paced, gritty and laugh out loud funny, nobody is safe in Tom
Pitts’ maniac thrill ride through the Bay Area. Featuring a burgeoning
body count and a memorable collection of antiheroes on all sides of the
law, American Static is a hot dose of pure adrenaline that will leave you
gasping for breath and begging for more. You’ ve been warned!”
—Owen Laukkanen, author of The Forgotten Girls.

The Man in the High Castle FINGERPRINT! An imprint of
Prakash Books India Pvt. Ltd.

"A fascinating glimpse into the consciousness of being an outsider
in every possible way, and what it takes to find your path into the
life you'd like to lead."--Nylon A riveting memoir of losing faith
and finding freedom while a covert missionary in one of the
world's most restrictive countries. A third-generation Jehovah's
Witness, Amber Scorah had devoted her life to sounding God's
warning of impending Armageddon. She volunteered to take the
message to China, where the preaching she did was illegal and
could result in her expulsion or worse. Here, she had some
distance from her community for the first time. Immersion in a
foreign language and culture--and a whole new way of
thinking--turned her world upside down, and eventually led her to
lose all that she had been sure was true. As a proselytizer in
Shanghai, using fake names and secret codes to evade the
authorities' notice, Scorah discreetly looked for targets in public
parks and stores. To support herself, she found work at a Chinese
language learning podcast, hiding her real purpose from her
coworkers. Now with a creative outlet, getting to know worldly
people for the first time, she began to understand that there were
other ways of seeing the world and living a fulfilling life. When one
of these relationships became an "escape hatch," Scorah's loss of
faith culminated in her own personal apocalypse, the only kind of
ending possible for a Jehovah's Witness. Shunned by family and
friends as an apostate, Scorah was alone in Shanghai and thrown
into a world she had only known from the periphery--with no
education or support system. A coming of age story of awoman
already in her thirties, this unforgettable memoir examines what it's
like to start one's life over again with an entirely new identity. It
follows Scorah to New York City, where a personal tragedy forces
her to look for new ways to find meaning in the absence of religion.
With compelling, spare prose, Leaving the Witness traces the
bittersweet process of starting over, when everything one's life was
built around is gone.

Losing My Religion iUniverse

Evaluates the only foundations for belief: (1) favorite-flavor-ice cream truth
and (2) jelly-bean-total truth. Contends that only one ultimate truth can fit
you into reality.

Post-Traumatic Church Syndrome P & R Publishing

“ A winning look at the stories behind 45 pop, punk, folk, soul and country
classics” in the words of Mick Jagger, Stevie Wonder, Cyndi Lauper and
more (The Washington Post). Every great song has a fascinating backstory.
And here, writer and music historian Marc Myers brings to life five decades of
music through oral histories of forty-five era-defining hits woven from
interviews with the artists who created them, including such legendary tunes as
the Isley Brothers’  Shout, Led Zeppelin® s Whole Lotta Love, Janis

Joplin’ s Mercedes Benz, and R.E.M’ s Losing My Religion. After receiving
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