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Discriminations Melville House Pub
Amy Bloom has won a devoted readership and wide critical acclaim for fiction of
rare humor, insight, grace, and eloquence, and the same qualities distinguish
Normal, a provocative, intimate journey into the lives of “people who reveal, or
announce, that their gender is variegated rather than monochromatic”—female-to-
male transsexuals, heterosexual crossdressers, and the intersexed. We meet Lyle
Monelle and his mother, Jessie, who recognized early on that her little girl was in
fact a boy and used her life savings to help Lyle make the transition. On a Carnival
cruise with a group of crossdressers and their spouses, we meet Peggy Rudd and
her husband, “Melanie,” who devote themselves to the cause of “ordinary
heterosexual men with an additional feminine dimension.” And we meet Hale
Hawbecker, “a regular, middle-of-the-road, white-bread guy” with a wife, kids,
and a medical condition, the standard treatment for which would have changed his
life and his gender. Casting light into the dusty corners of our assumptions about
sex, gender and identity, Bloom reveals new facets to the ideas of happiness,
personality and character, even as she brilliantly illuminates the very concept of
"normal.”

Masscult and Midcult Copper Canyon Press
This volume powerfully demonstrates the range and inexhaustible vitality of Ruskin's prose
and will once again become an indispensable reference for Victorianists from a range of
disciplines.
Death Becomes Them New York Review of Books
Here in one volume is a comprehensive selection of letters from the correspondence of one of the
most astute observers of American politics, society, and culture in the 20th century.
Discovering Modernism New York Review of Books
A doctor's bold analysis of the cultural disease that afflicts us all. Despite an astonishing appetite for life,
more and more Americans are feeling overworked and dissatisfied. In the world's most affluent nation,
epidemic rates of stress, anxiety, depression, obesity, and time urgency are now grudgingly accepted as
part of everyday existence they signal the American Dream gone awry. Peter C. Whybrow, director of the
Neuropsychiatric Institute at UCLA, grounds the extraordinary achievements and excessive
consumption of the American nation in an understanding of the biology of the brain's reward system
offering for the first time a comprehensive and physical explanation for the addictive mania of
consumerism. American Mania presents a clear and novel vantage point from which to understand the
most pressing social issues of our time, while offering an informed approach to refocusing our pursuit of
happiness. Drawing upon rich scientific case studies and colorful portraits, "this fascinating and
important book will change the way you think about American life" (Karen Olson, Utne Reader).
Love and Other Poems Non Pareil Books
The proliferation of book clubs, reading groups, "outline" volumes,
and new forms of book reviewing in the first half of the twentieth
century influenced the tastes and pastimes of millions of
Americans. Joan Rubin here provides the first comprehensive
analysis of this phenomenon, the rise of American middlebrow
culture, and the values encompassed by it. Rubin centers her
discussion on five important expressions of the middlebrow: the
founding of the Book-of-the-Month Club; the beginnings of "great
books" programs; the creation of the New York Herald Tribune's book-
review section; the popularity of such works as Will Durant's The
Story of Philosophy; and the emergence of literary radio programs.
She also investigates the lives and expectations of the individuals

who shaped these middlebrow institutions--such figures as Stuart
Pratt Sherman, Irita Van Doren, Henry Seidel Canby, Dorothy
Canfield Fisher, John Erskine, William Lyon Phelps, Alexander
Woollcott, and Clifton Fadiman. Moreover, as she pursues the
significance of these cultural intermediaries who connected elites
and the masses by interpreting ideas to the public, Rubin forces a
reconsideration of the boundary between high culture and popular
sensibility.
Midnights New York Review of Books
Winner of the Frank S. and Elizabeth D. Brewer Best First Book
Prize of the American Society of Church History Named a Society for
U. S. Intellectual History Notable Title in American Intellectual
History The story of liberal religion in the twentieth century,
Matthew S. Hedstrom contends, is a story of cultural ascendency.
This may come as a surprise-most scholarship in American religious
history, after all, equates the numerical decline of the Protestant
mainline with the failure of religious liberalism. Yet a look
beyond the pews, into the wider culture, reveals a more complex and
fascinating story, one Hedstrom tells in The Rise of Liberal
Religion. Hedstrom attends especially to the critically important
yet little-studied arena of religious book culture-particularly the
religious middlebrow of mid-century-as the site where religious
liberalism was most effectively popularized. By looking at book
weeks, book clubs, public libraries, new publishing enterprises,
key authors and bestsellers, wartime reading programs, and fan
mail, among other sources, Hedstrom is able to provide a rich, on-
the-ground account of the men, women, and organizations that drove
religious liberalism's cultural rise in the 1920s, 1930s, and
1940s. Critically, by the post-WWII period the religious middlebrow
had expanded beyond its Protestant roots, using mystical and
psychological spirituality as a platform for interreligious
exchange. This compelling history of religion and book culture not
only shows how reading and book buying were critical twentieth-
century religious practices, but also provides a model for thinking
about the relationship of religion to consumer culture more
broadly. In this way, The Rise of Liberal Religion offers both
innovative cultural history and new ways of seeing the imprint of
liberal religion in our own times.
Writing for The New Yorker: Critical Essays on an American Periodical
Oxford University Press
The collected writings of Wolfi Landstreicher's Willful Disobedience.
Originally published as a zine from 1996 to 2006, Willful Disobedience
was a continuously evolving provocation directed towards anarchists and
fellow vagabonds to dig deeper into critical thought and joyous
rebellion. During the ten years of publication, Willful Disobedience wove
together a web of ideas situation in the following threads: an anarchism
based in Stirner-influenced egoism; an insurrectionary approach that sees
individual insurrection to be as important as social insurrection; a non-
primitivist critique of civilization that provides no program or model
for a future society; explorations into a class analysis that rejects
marxian categories, seeking to understand social relationships as they
actually exist; insisting upon the need for anarchists to develop a
coherent practice of theory capable of calling everything into question,
including one's own ideas, and an anti-political perspective, critical of
leftism, democracy, identity politics, and political correctitude.

Popular Culture Theory and Methodology Farrar, Straus and
Giroux
A giant of 20th century art criticism, Clement Greenberg
(1909-1994) set the terms of critical discourse from the

moment he burst onto the scene with his seminal essays "Avant-
Garde and Kitsch" (1939) and "Towards a Newer Laocoon" (1940).
In this work, which gathers previously uncollected essays and a
series of seminars delivered at Bennington College in 1971,
Greenberg provides his most expansive statement of his views on
taste and quality in art. He insists that despite the attempts
of modern artists to escape the jurisdiction of taste by
producing an art so disjunctive that it cannot be judged, taste
is inexorable. He maintains that standards of quality in art,
ohe artist's responsibility to seek out the hardest demands of
a medium, and the critic's responsibility to discriminate, are
essential conditions for great art. He discusses the interplay
of expectation and surprise in aesthetic experience, and the
exalted consciousness produced by great art. Homemade Esthetics
allows us to watch the critic's mind at work, defending (and at
times reconsidering) his controversial and influential
theories. Charles Harrison's introduction to this volume places
Homemade Esthetics in the context of Greenberg's work and the
evolution of 20th century criticism.
Willful Disobedience Oxford University Press
The definitive collection of lyrics from three decades of songwriting. As
a performer, songwriter, and actor, Will Oldham has carved a singular
path through the worlds of indie folk and cinema. Now the critically
acclaimed, enigmatic artist presents his life’s work: the lyrics to more
than two hundred songs spanning the 1980s to the present, each with
annotations that impart new meaning to his music. Oldham’s aphoristic
meditations—on death, patience, and turning carelessness into a
virtue—are, like his lyrics, profound, earthy, and often funny. They
reveal flashes of Oldham’s philosophy, the sources and circumstances that
inspired his lyrics, and the literary ambition of his songwriting.
Separated from their aural form, Oldham’s lyrics become a new kind of
poetry—candid, awkward, and wise—with influences as diverse as
Rabindranath Tagore and The Mekons. A book that will delight his longtime
fans and inspire young songwriters, Songs of Love and Horror reveals an
artist who has captured extraordinary poetry in music despite being "a
stranger among my own language."
Songs of Love and Horror: Collected Lyrics of Will Oldham Dalkey Archive
Press
On Being Blue is a book about everything blue—sex and sleaze and sadness,
among other things—and about everything else. It brings us the world in a
word as only William H. Gass, among contemporary American writers, can
do. Gass writes: Of the colors, blue and green have the greatest
emotional range. Sad reds and melancholy yellows are difficult to turn
up. Among the ancient elements, blue occurs everywhere: in ice and water,
in the flame as purely as in the flower, overhead and inside caves,
covering fruit and oozing out of clay. Although green enlivens the earth
and mixes in the ocean, and we find it, copperish, in fire; green air,
green skies, are rare. Gray and brown are widely distributed, but there
are no joyful swatches of either, or any of exuberant black, sullen pink,
or acquiescent orange. Blue is therefore most suitable as the color of
interior life. Whether slick light sharp high bright thin quick sour new
and cool or low deep sweet dark soft slow smooth heavy old and warm: blue
moves easily among them all, and all profoundly qualify our states of
feeling.
The Revolt of the Elites and the Betrayal of Democracy Edinburgh
University Press
A collection of whimsical true encounters between famous and infamous
individuals describes the unlikely meetings of Marilyn Monroe with Frank
Lloyd Wright, Michael Jackson with Nancy Reagan and more. 35,000 first
printing.
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The Rise of Liberal Religion Springer
A New York Review Books Original An uncompromising contrarian, a
passionate polemicist, a man of quick wit and wide learning, an
anarchist, a pacifist, and a virtuoso of the slashing phrase,
Dwight Macdonald was an indefatigable and indomitable critic of
America’s susceptibility to well-meaning cultural fakery: all those
estimable, eminent, prizewinning works of art that are said to be
good and good for you and are not. He dubbed this phenomenon
“Midcult” and he attacked it not only on aesthetic but on political
grounds. Midcult rendered people complacent and compliant, secure
in their common stupidity but neither happy nor free. This new
selection of Macdonald’s finest essays, assembled by John Summers,
the editor of The Baffler, reintroduces a remarkable American
critic and writer. In the era of smart, sexy, and everything indie,
Macdonald remains as pertinent and challenging as ever.
The End of the Soul Vintage
Author Alix Strauss takes a provocative look at the self-imposed deaths
of the famous and infamous in Death Becomes Them. In this fascinating and
intimate chronicle of celebrity suicides, the spotlight shines on the
lonely last moments of Kurt Cobain and Ernest Hemingway, Abbie Hoffman
and Adolf Hitler, Dorothy Dandridge, Sigmund Freud, Hunter S. Thompson,
and others. Death Becomes Them explores their sadness and madness, their
accomplishments and the circumstances that led to their irreversible
decision, and wishes them all a fond final good-bye.

The Making of Middlebrow Culture University of Virginia Press
Don Carpenter’s Hard Rain Falling is a tough-as-nails account of
being down and out, but never down for good—a Dostoyevskian tale of
crime, punishment, and the pursuit of an ever-elusive redemption.
The novel follows the adventures of Jack Levitt, an orphaned
teenager living off his wits in the fleabag hotels and seedy pool
halls of Portland, Oregon. Jack befriends Billy Lancing, a young
black runaway and pool hustler extraordinaire. A heist gone wrong
gets Jack sent to reform school, from which he emerges embittered
by abuse and solitary con?nement. In the meantime Billy has joined
the middle class—married, fathered a son, acquired a business and a
mistress. But neither Jack nor Billy can escape their troubled
pasts, and they will meet again in San Quentin before their strange
double drama comes to a violent and revelatory end.
Marine Fisheries Review Ivan R Dee
Original critical essays on an iconic American periodical,
providing new insights into twentieth-century literary culture This
collection of newly commissioned critical essays reads across and
between New Yorker departments, from sports writing to short
stories, cartoons to reporters at large, poetry to annals of
business. Attending to the relations between these kinds of writing
and the magazine's visual and material constituents, the collection
examines the distinctive ways in which imaginative writing has
inhabited the 'prime real estate' of this enormously influential
periodical. In bringing together a range of sharply angled analyses
of particular authors, styles, columns, and pages, this book offers
multiple perspectives on American writing and periodical culture at
specific moments in twentieth-century history.
Up from History Harper Collins
"Midnights is both a comedy of errors and an affectionate portrait
of small-town police, those beleaguered souls charged with the task
of keeping their neighbors in line....A reminder that those
assigned to protect are often vulnerable and quietly heroic."--Time
Funny, touching, revealing, here is the view from a rookie cop's
patrol car, during midnight shifts, in a (mostly) peaceful town.
With a rich cast of characters, this is a classic memoir of the
fear, surprises, excitement, embarrassment that comes with a
protecting and serving a small community. "When I was twenty-three
years old, five months out of college, with a degree in music, and
without any idea of what to do with myself, I took a job as a
policeman in Wellfleet, Massachusetts," so writes Alec Wilkinson.
"Music, huh?" the police chief said during the job interview.
"That'll be a big help." Wilkinson's main qualification was

familiarity with the town of 2,000 people from summers there growing
up. Committing himself to a year wearing a uniform and carrying a
gun, and with no training, Wilkinson was sent out to keep the
peace, hoping nothing would happen. There are high-speed chases and
stopping drunk drivers, one of whom tries to set Wilkinson's hair
on fire. There are domestic squabbles. "The first six months were
murder for me," Wilkinson's partner confides on his first night.
"After that, when I found out the people I thought were my friends
weren't really my friends, I felt better off." There is an
attempted bank robbery. The teller convinces the robber that his
haul ($300) is too much to carry around in cash. The robber is
still listening to investment options when the police arrive.
Throughout there are conversations with his eight fellow officers
who Wilkinson comes to respect and admire. "Nobody ever calls you
when they're behaving themselves," one admits. "As a rule, you
always get called when people are at their worst. It's sad. It
depresses me." The job is often thankless. "Right now I work on the
police force," another officer says, "my wife stamps cans in the
supermarket, and she makes more money than I do." This is
experiential journalism at its most poignant and entertaining--and
it launched the career of Alec Wilkinson: writer, interviewer,
essayist, and author. This is for any reader looking for insight
into the real lives of police officers, outside of large cities,
across America. It is also for anyone looking for a marvelously
engaging read. Midnights is part of Godine's Nonpareil imprint:
essential works by great authors presented with passion in
paperback.
Media Resistance Univ of North Carolina Press
"An excellent book by a genius," said Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., of this now
classic exploration of the 1960s from the founder of new journalism.
"This is a book that will be a sharp pleasure to reread years from now,
when it will bring back, like a falcon in the sky of memory, a whole
world that is currently jetting and jazzing its way somewhere or
other."--Newsweek In his first book, The Kandy-Kolored Tangerine-Flake
Streamline Baby (1965) Wolfe introduces us to the sixties, to extravagant
new styles of life that had nothing to do with the "elite" culture of the
past.

The Prince of Minor Writers W. W. Norton & Company
When Discovering Modernism was first published, it shed new and
welcome light on the birth of Modernism. This reissue of Menand's
classic intellectual history of T.S. Eliot and the singular role he
played in the rise of literary modernism features an updated
Afterword by the author, as well as a detailed critical appraisal
of the progression of Eliot's career as a poet and critic. The new
Afterword was adapted from Menand's critically lauded essay on
Eliot in The Cambridge History of Literary Criticism, Volume Seven:
Modernism and the New Criticism. Menand shows how Eliot's early
views on literary value and authenticity, and his later repudiation
of those views, reflect the profound changes regarding the
understanding of literature and its significance that occurred in
the early part of the twentieth century. It will prove an eye-
opening study for readers with an interest in the writings of T.S.
Eliot and other luminaries of the Modernist era.
A Reader's Manifesto New York Review of Books
One of our great essayists and journalists—the Dean of American Rock
Critics, Robert Christgau—takes us on a heady tour through his life and
times in this vividly atmospheric and visceral memoir that is both a love
letter to a New York long past and a tribute to the transformative power
of art. Lifelong New Yorker Robert Christgau has been writing about pop
culture since he was twelve and getting paid for it since he was twenty-
two, covering rock for Esquire in its heyday and personifying the music
beat at the Village Voice for over three decades. Christgau listened to
Alan Freed howl about rock ‘n’ roll before Elvis, settled east of
Manhattan’s Avenue B forty years before it was cool, witnessed Monterey
and Woodstock and Chicago ’68, and the first abortion speak-out. He’s
caught Coltrane in the East Village, Muddy Waters in Chicago, Otis
Redding at the Apollo, the Dead in the Haight, Janis Joplin at the
Fillmore, the Rolling Stones at the Garden, the Clash in Leeds,
Grandmaster Flash in Times Square, and every punk band you can think of

at CBGB. Christgau chronicled many of the key cultural shifts of the last
half century and revolutionized the cultural status of the music critic
in the process. Going Into the City is a look back at the upbringing that
grounded him, the history that transformed him, and the music, books, and
films that showed him the way. Like Alfred Kazin’s A Walker in the City,
E. B. White’s Here Is New York, Joseph Mitchell’s Up in the Old Hotel,
and Patti Smith’s Just Kids, it is a loving portrait of a lost New York.
It’s an homage to the city of Christgau’s youth from Queens to the Lower
East Side—a city that exists mostly in memory today. And it’s a love
story about the Greenwich Village girl who roamed this realm of
possibility with him.
Isle of Dreams Simon and Schuster
A republication of the prestigious writer's 1971 comic novel peppers the
Long March of Chairman Mao Tse Tung with parodies of Hemingway, Kerouac,
Dos Passos, and Malamud. Reprint.
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