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Mermaids in Paradise: A Novel Masterlab
NAMED ONE OF THE MOST ANTICIPATED BOOKS OF SUMMER 2018 BY O Magazine,
Entertainment Weekly, New York Post, The Millions, Southern Living, POPSUGAR, The Wall Street
Journal, Chicago Review of Books Praised by the Washington Post as "Tennessee Williams . . .
transposed to the twenty-first-century South," Nick White returns with a stunning short-story collection
that tackles issues of masculinity, identity, and place, with a sharp eye for social commentary and a
singular handling of character. At first glance, the stories in Sweet and Low seem grounded in the
everyday: they paint pictures of idyllic Southern landscapes, characters fulfilling their roles as students,
wives, boyfriends, sons. But they are not what they seem. In these stories, Nick White deconstructs the
core qualities of Southern fiction, exposing deeply flawed and fascinating characters--promiscuous
academics, aging podcasters, woodpecker assassins, and lawnmower enthusiasts, among others--all on
wildly compelling quests. From finding an elusive bear to locating a prized timepiece to making love on
the grave of an iconic writer, each story is a thrilling adventure with unexpected turns. White's honest
and provocative prose will jolt readers awake with its urgency.
The Mermaids of Lake Michigan Center Point
From the award-winning author of Legend of a Suicide: “A kind of modern fairy tale . . .
Vann’s novels are striking, uncompromising portraits of American life” (Kirkus Reviews,
starred review). David Vann’s dazzling debut Legend of a Suicide was reviewed in over a
150 major global publications, won eleven prizes worldwide, was on forty “best books of the
year” lists, and established its author as a literary master. Now, in crystalline, chiseled yet
graceful prose, Aquarium takes us into the heart of a brave young girl whose longing for love
and capacity for forgiveness transforms the damaged people around her . . . Twelve-year-
old Caitlin lives alone with her mother—a docker at the local container port—in subsidized
housing next to an airport in Seattle. Each day, while she waits to be picked up after school,
Caitlin visits the local aquarium to study the fish. Gazing at the creatures within the watery
depths, Caitlin accesses a shimmering universe beyond her own. When she befriends an old
man at the tanks one day, who seems as enamored by the fish as she, Caitlin cracks open a
dark family secret and propels her once-blissful relationship with her mother toward a

precipice of terrifying consequence. “A blue-collar parable . . . [The character] looks back on
her life as a child looks into a tank, hoping to make sense of the world inside—a theme Vann
develops beautifully, creating a mysterious realm of the wintry American city.” —The
Guardian
Everyone's Pretty Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
A “sweeping and raw story of courage, resilience, and clear-eyed grace” (Sara Gruen, #1 New York Times
bestselling author) about a teenage girl’s fierce struggle to reclaim her life from her abusive father in the vein of My
Absolute Darling and Room. Fifteen-year-old equestrian prodigy Roan Montgomery has only ever known two
worlds: inside the riding arena, and outside of it. Both, for as long as she can remember, have been ruled by her father,
who demands strict obedience in all areas of her life. The warped power dynamic of coach and rider extends far
beyond the stables, and Roan’s relationship with her father has long been inappropriate. She has been able to
compartmentalize that dark aspect of her life, ruthlessly focusing on her ambitions as a rider heading for the Olympics,
just as her father had done. However, her developing relationship with Will Howard, a boy her own age, broadens the
scope of her vision. “[A] heart-pounding, can’t-take-your-eyes-off-it debut novel” (O, The Oprah Magazine),
Dark Horses explores the themes of abuse and resilience in a way that will leave you transfixed. This is “a provoking
and needed book” (Booklist, starred review).
Boy, Snow, Bird Catapult
"Hilariously funny…Lydia Millet’s novels raise the bar for boldness." —Rene Steinke, New York Times
Book Review In this “comic masterpiece” (Salon), honeymooners Deb and Chip—our opinionated,
skeptical narrator and her cheerful jock husband—befriend a marine biologist who discovers mermaids
in a coral reef. As a resort chain swoops in to exploit the shy creatures, the newlyweds unite with other
adventurous vacationers to stop the company from turning the reef into a theme park. Mermaids in
Paradise is Lydia Millet’s most fun book yet, tempering the sharp satire of her early career with the
empathy and subtlety of her more recent novels and short stories.
Myths of Babylonia and Assyria Simon and Schuster
A “supremely wacky [and] astute” novel by a PEN Award winner and Pulitzer Prize finalist (The
Washington Post). In Los Angeles, Dean Decetes, a pornographer with messianic delusions, spins out of
control, spending his time drinking himself into a stupor, getting beaten up by strangers he’s recklessly
insulted, stealing credit cards to pay for sex, being arrested, begging favors, and mounting a PR
campaign to make himself famous with the help of a loyal foot soldier—a porn-loving midget he met in
jail. Meanwhile his pious, romantic spinster sister, who reluctantly keeps house for him, busies herself
writing quasi-religious love notes to the boss she worships, and two of her coworkers at the statistics
company—an obsessive-compulsive Christian Scientist in a twisted marriage and a promiscuous,
depressed blond bombshell—become enmeshed in her life as she dreams of ridding herself of her
freeloading brother and being carried away on a white horse by her employer. Then a teenage math
genius runs away from home after her mother humiliates her in school, and hooks up at a bar with
Decetes’s suicidal editor. Told from five points of view, over three wild days in which these lives
intersect, this is a rollickingly funny yet heart-wrenching novel from one of today’s most acclaimed
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literary voices. “Taken at surface level, its presentation of over-the-top characters placed in bizarre
situations is supremely wacky, but underneath is an astute examination of how contemporary society
fosters alienation and loneliness so acute that it takes outsized actions to allow any possibility of driving
the demons away.” —The Washington Post
Aquarium Catapult
No one in 1917 New York had ever encountered a woman like the Bar-oness Elsa von Freytag-Loringhoven --
poet, artist, proto-punk rocker, sexual libertine, fashion avatar, and unrepentant troublemaker. When she wasn't
stalking the streets of Greenwich Village wearing a brassiere made from tomato cans, she was enthusiastically
declaiming her poems to sailors in beer halls or posing nude for Man Ray or Marcel Duchamp. In an era of
brutal war, technological innovation, and cataclysmic change, the Baroness had resolved to create her own
destiny -- taking the center of the Dadaist circle, breaking every bond of female propriety . . . and transforming
herself into a living, breathing work of art.
Magnificence: A Novel W. W. Norton & Company
At the opening of My Happy Life, the unnamed narrator has been abandoned in a locked room of a deserted
mental hospital. She hasn't seen the nice man who brings her food in days; so she's eaten the soap, the toothpaste,
and even tried to eat the plaster on her walls — a dietary adventure that ended none too well. This woman's
story, covering decades and spanning continents, is tragic, yet she is curiously at peace, even happy. Despite a
lifetime of neglect, physical abuse, and loss, she's incapable of perceiving slight or injury. She has infinite faith in
the goodwill of others, loves even her enemies, and finds grace and communion in places most people wouldn't
dare to brave. Lauded by both critics and readers, My Happy Life consistently surprises and excites with its
original vision of a unique woman whose rich interior life protects her from the horrors of external reality.
How the Dead Dream Harper Collins
According to Roger Caillois, play is an occasion of pure waste. In spite of this - or because of it - play
constitutes an essential element of human social and spiritual development. In this study, the author
defines play as a free and voluntary activity that occurs in a pure space, isolated and protected from the
rest of life.
George Bush, Dark Prince of Love Bold Type Books
Finalist for the 2020 National Book Award for Fiction One of the New York Times' Ten Best
Books of the Year Named one of the best novels of the year by Time, Washington Post, NPR,
Chicago Tribune, Esquire, BBC, and many others National Bestseller "A blistering little classic."
—Ron Charles, Washington Post A Children’s Bible follows a group of twelve eerily mature
children on a forced vacation with their families at a sprawling lakeside mansion. Contemptuous
of their parents, the children decide to run away when a destructive storm descends on the
summer estate, embarking on a dangerous foray into the apocalyptic chaos outside. Lydia
Millet’s prophetic and heartbreaking story of generational divide offers a haunting vision of
what awaits us on the far side of Revelation.
Merriam-Webster's Vocabulary Builder Sasquatch Books
From the renowned veterinary school at Tufts University: “A must read for pet lovers who want to ensure their
dog has quality golden years” (USA Today). Our dogs are living longer than ever thanks to enormous advances
in medical treatment and a highly evolved understanding of what they need to thrive. No one knows this better
than the faculty of the Cummings Veterinary School at Tufts, who treat more than eight thousand older dogs
annually. Their philosophy of caring for aging canines combines empathy for each individual pet and owner, a
comprehensive approach to patient care, cutting-edge science and technology, and a commitment to innovation.
Good Old Dog brings their renowned clinic to you, sharing essential knowledge to keep man’s best friend
thriving through their golden years. Nutritional advice: Not every senior diet is right for every senior dog
Information on treating conditions common to older dogs How to evaluate complicated procedures and decide
what’s right for your pet The cost of caring for an older canine and how to shoulder the burden How to identify

cognitive decline and manage it Advice on creating a healthy and comfortable environment How to determine
when “it’s time” and how to cope with the loss And much more
The Fires Beneath the Sea National Geographic Books
“Hilariously funny. . . . Lydia Millet’s novels raise the bar for boldness.”—Rene Steinke, New York Times
Book Review On the grounds of a Caribbean island resort, newlyweds Deb and Chip—our opinionated, skeptical
narrator and her cheerful jock husband who's friendly to a fault—meet a marine biologist who says she's sighted
mermaids in a coral reef. As the resort's "parent company" swoops in to corner the market on mythological
creatures, the couple joins forces with other adventurous souls, including an ex–Navy SEAL with a love of
explosives and a hipster Tokyo VJ, to save said mermaids from the "Venture of Marvels," which wants to turn
their reef into a theme park. Mermaids in Paradise is Lydia Millet's funniest book yet, tempering the sharp satire
of her early career with the empathy and subtlety of her more recent novels and short stories. This is an
unforgettable, mesmerizing tale, darkly comic on the surface and illuminating in its depths.
The Culture of the Copy W. W. Norton & Company
From the Pulitzer Finalist and universally beloved author of the New York Times best sellers Swamplandia! and
Vampires in the Lemon Grove, a stunning new collection of short fiction that showcases Karen Russell’s
extraordinary, irresistible gifts of language and imagination. Karen Russell’s comedic genius and mesmerizing
talent for creating outlandish predicaments that uncannily mirror our inner in lives is on full display in these eight
exuberant, arrestingly vivid, unforgettable stories. In“Bog Girl”, a revelatory story about first love, a young
man falls in love with a two thousand year old girl that he’s extracted from a mass of peat in a Northern
European bog. In “The Prospectors,” two opportunistic young women fleeing the depression strike out for new
territory, and find themselves fighting for their lives. In the brilliant, hilarious title story, a new mother desperate
to ensure her infant’s safety strikes a diabolical deal, agreeing to breastfeed the devil in exchange for his
protection. The landscape in which these stories unfold is a feral, slippery, purgatorial space, bracketed by the
void—yet within it Russell captures the exquisite beauty and tenderness of ordinary life. Orange World is a
miracle of storytelling from a true modern master.
A Children's Bible: A Novel Simon and Schuster
Following his acclaimed New York Times bestseller Did You Ever Have a Family, Bill Clegg returns
with a “delicate, deeply observed, and deftly crafted” (Nickolas Butler, author of Shotgun Lovesongs)
second novel about the complicated bonds and breaking points of friendship, the corrosive forces of
secrets, the heartbeat of longing, and the redemption found in forgiveness. A retired widow in rural
Connecticut wakes to an unexpected visit from her childhood best friend whom she hasn’t seen in forty-
nine years. A man arrives at a Pennsylvania hotel to introduce his estranged father to his newborn
daughter and finds him collapsed on the floor of the lobby. A sixty-seven-year-old taxi driver in Kauai
receives a phone call from the mainland that jars her back to a traumatic past. These seemingly
disconnected lives come together as half-century-old secrets begin to surface. It is in this moment that Bill
Clegg reminds us how choices—to connect, to betray, to protect—become our legacy. “Written in
lyrical, beautiful prose that makes even waking up seem like a poetic event” (Good Morning America),
this novel is a feat of storytelling, capturing sixty years within the framework of one fateful day.
Sweet Lamb of Heaven: A Novel Akashic Books
A novel attempt to make sense of our preoccupation with copies of all kinds—from counterfeits to instant replay,
from parrots to photocopies. The Culture of the Copy is a novel attempt to make sense of the Western fascination
with replicas, duplicates, and twins. In a work that is breathtaking in its synthetic and critical achievements, Hillel
Schwartz charts the repercussions of our entanglement with copies of all kinds, whose presence alternately
sustains and overwhelms us. This updated edition takes notice of recent shifts in thought with regard to such
issues as biological cloning, conjoined twins, copyright, digital reproduction, and multiple personality disorder. At
once abbreviated and refined, it will be of interest to anyone concerned with problems of authenticity, identity,
and originality. Through intriguing, and at times humorous, historical analysis and case studies in contemporary
culture, Schwartz investigates a stunning array of simulacra: counterfeits, decoys, mannequins, and portraits; ditto
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marks, genetic cloning, war games, and camouflage; instant replays, digital imaging, parrots, and photocopies; wax
museums, apes, and art forgeries—not to mention the very notion of the Real McCoy. Working through a range
of theories on biological, mechanical, and electronic reproduction, Schwartz questions the modern esteem for
authenticity and uniqueness. The Culture of the Copy shows how the ethical dilemmas central to so many fields of
endeavor have become inseparable from our pursuit of copies—of the natural world, of our own creations, indeed
of our very selves. The book is an innovative blend of microsociology, cultural history, and philosophical
reflection, of interest to anyone concerned with problems of authenticity, identity, and originality. Praise for the
first edition “[T]he author... brings his considerable synthetic powers to bear on our uneasy preoccupation with
doubles, likenesses, facsimiles, replicas and re-enactments. I doubt that these cultural phenomena have ever been
more comprehensively or more creatively chronicled.... [A] book that gets you to see the world anew, again.”
—The New York Times “A sprightly and disconcerting piece of cultural history” —Terence Hawkes, London
Review of Books “In The Culture of the Copy, [Schwartz] has written the perfect book: original and repetitive at
once.” —Todd Gitlin, Los Angeles Times Book Review
Omnivores: A Novel W. W. Norton & Company
"Mermaids, kidnappers, and mercenaries hijack a tropical vacation in this genre-bending satire of the American
honeymoon"--
The End of the Day Open Road + Grove/Atlantic
Lydia Millet’s debut novel, first published in 1996, is an explosive satire that scorches our
culture’s monstrous men and institutions. In a claustrophobic, surreal California house,
teenager Estée Kraft lives with her domineering father, whose obsession with insect taxonomy
bleeds into sadism. As his schemes multiply, Estée’s bedridden mother, entranced by the glow
of the shopping channel, remains oblivious to the escalating chaos. Estée manages to escape her
childhood home only to find new horrors awaiting her in marriage and motherhood. In a
climactic twist, her traumas take form in flesh and blood—a legacy of the voracious male
appetites that have haunted her life. With acerbic wit, philosophical depth, and enthralling
lyricism, Omnivores cuts to the core of America’s hypocrisies and anxieties, and introduced
Lydia Millet as one of the wildest satirists of our time.
Man, Play, and Games HMH
A funny and haunting new novel from "one of the most acclaimed novelists of her generation" (Los Angeles
Times). Hal is a mild-mannered IRS bureaucrat who suspects that his wife is cheating with her younger, more
virile coworker. At a drunken dinner party, Hal volunteers to fly to Belize in search of Susan's employer, T.—the
protagonist of Lydia Millet's much-lauded novel How the Dead Dream—who has vanished in a tropical jungle,
initiating a darkly humorous descent into strange and unpredictable terrain. Salon raved that Millet's "writing is
always flawlessly beautiful, reaching for an experience that precedes language itself." In Ghost Lights, she
combines her characteristic wit and a sharp eye for the weirdness that governs human (and nonhuman)
interactions. With the scathing satire and tender honesty of Sam Lipsyte and a dark, quirky, absurdist style
reminiscent of Joy Williams, Millet has created a comic, startling, and surprisingly philosophical story about
idealism and disillusionment, home and not home, and the singular, heartbreaking devotion of parenthood.
Orange World and Other Stories Penguin
Twelve interlocking stories set in Los Angeles describe a broken family through the homes they inhabit.
In her first story collection since Love in Infant Monkeys, which became a Pulitzer Prize finalist, Lydia
Millet explores what it means to be home. Nina, a lonely real-estate broker estranged from her only
relative, is at the center of a web of stories connecting fractured communities and families. She moves
through the houses of L.A.’s wealthy elite and finds men and women both crass and tender, vicious and
desperate. With wit and intellect, Millet offers profound insight into human behavior from the ordinary
to the bizarre: strong-minded girls are beset by the helpless, myopic executives are tormented by their

employees, and beastly men do beastly things. Fresh off the critical triumph of Sweet Lamb of Heaven
(longlisted for the National Book Award), Millet is pioneering a new kind of satire—compassionate
toward its victims and hilariously brutal in its depiction of modern American life.
Fight No More Picador
Cara's mother has disappeared. Her father isn't talking about it. Her big brother Max is hiding
behind his iPod, and her genius little brother Jackson is busy studying the creatures he collects
from the beach. But when a watery specter begins to haunt the family's Cape Cod home, Cara
and her brothers realize that their scientist mother may not be who they thought she was—and
that the world has much stranger, much older inhabitants than they had imagined. With help
from Cara's best friend Hayley, the three embark on a quest that will lead them from the Cape's
hidden, ancient places to a shipwreck at the bottom of the sea. They're soon on the front lines of
an ancient battle between good and evil, with the terrifying "pouring man" close on their heels.
Packed with memorable characters and thrilling imagery, Lydia Millet weaves a page-turning
adventure even as she brings the seaside world of Cape Cod to magical life. The first in a series of
books about the Sykes children, The Fires Beneath the Sea is a rip-cracking middle-grade novel
that will make perfect beach reading—for readers of any age! Lydia Millet is the author of six
previous novels, including My Happy Life, which won the 2003 PEN-USA Award for Fiction,
and Oh Pure and Radiant Heart, which was shortlisted for the Arthur C. Clarke Award. Her
short story collection Love in Infant Monkeys was a 2010 Pulitzer Prize finalist.
Emma Tupper's Diary W. W. Norton & Company
Elise Faulkner is more at home in the waters of her beloved Lake Michigan than on land where her beauty queen
mom is always on her back about her lack of a social life; her sister is dating the boy of her dreams; her favorite
penpal--the one who wrote about mermaids in Ghana--has gotten married and ended their correspondence; and
no one's allowed to talk about her glamorous great-grandmother, the deep-sea wreck diver. Elise is biding her
time with books until she can flee. But then crazy Chiara Hanover pops into her life, as does Miguel, a mysterious
carnival worker whose dark future has been predicted by a gypsy.
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