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The Essential Naguib Mahfouz American
Univ in Cairo Press
A selection of the most important works of
Egypt's Nobel literature laureate. Naguib
Mahfouz, the first and only writer of Arabic
to be awarded the Nobel prize for
literature, wrote prolifically from the 1930s

until shortly before his death in 2006, in a
variety of genres: novels, short stories, plays,
screenplays, a regular weekly newspaper
column, and in later life his intensely brief
and evocative Dreams. His Cairo Trilogy
achieved the status of a world classic, and
the Swedish Academy of Letters in
awarding him the 1988 Nobel prize for
literature noted that Mahfouz "through
works rich in nuance-now clear-sightedly
realistic, now evocatively ambiguous-has
formed an Arabic narrative art that applies
to all mankind." Here Denys Johnson-
Davies, described by Edward Said as "the
leading Arabic-English translator of our

time," and the first to translate Naguib
Mahfouz into English, makes an essential
selection of short stories and extracts from
novels and other writings, to present a cross-
section through time of the very best of the
work of Egypt's Nobel literature laureate.
Of Love and Other Sorrows American Univ
in Cairo Press
Hamid Burhan, a retired government
employee, and his loyal wife Saniya have built
themselves a home in the quiet southern
suburb of Helwan, where they raise their son
and two daughters, expecting life to remain as
blessed as it was in the photograph of the
happy family at a picnic in a Nileside park in
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the early 1930s. Events in the wider world
impinge wars, revolution, peace with Israel
while Saniya and the old house in Helwan
remain the bedrock of the family's values. But
everyone else is buffeted in one way or
another by the tumultuous processes of
change in Egyptian politics and society. In this
compact novel written in 1982, Naguib
Mahfouz again uses a family saga, as he did in
his Cairo Trilogy, to reflect on the processes
of enormous social transformation that Egypt
underwent in the space of a few generations in
the twentieth century.
voices from the other world
Bloomsbury Publishing
With a writing career spanning some
seventy years, Naguib Mahfouz is one
of the most recognized writers in the
world. His study of philosophy at what
is now Cairo University greatly
influenced his works, as did his wide
readings and his work in the
government and in the Cinema
Organization. Life's Wisdom is a
unique collection of quotations
selected from the great author's
works, offering philosophical insights
on themes such as childhood, youth,
love, marriage, war, freedom, death,

the supernatural, the afterlife, the soul,
immortality, and many other subjects
that take us through life's journey.
Naguib Mahfouz's works abound with
words of wisdom. As Nadine Gordimer
states in her foreword to his Echoes of
an Autobiography: "The essence of a
writer's being is in the work, not the
personality, though the world values
things otherwise, and would rather see
what the writer looks like on television
than read where he or she really is to
be found: in the writings." In keeping
with Gordimer's comment, Mahfouz's
true nature can be found in his writing.
The quotations included here offer a
broad, yet profound, insight into the
writer's philosophy gained through a
life's journey of experience and
writing.
Anchor
Autumn Quail is a tale of moral
responsibility, alienation, and
political downfall featuring a
corrupt young bureaucrat, Isa ad-
Dabbagh, who is one of the early
victims of the purge after the
1952 Revolution in Egypt. The
conflict between his emotional
instincts and his gradual
intellectual acceptance of the

Revolution forms the framework for
a remarkable portrait of the clash
between past and present, a
portrait that is ultimately an
optimistic one in which the two
will peacefully coexist.

The Mahfouz Dialogs Anchor
Sugar Street, the climactic conclusion to
Mafhouz's masterpiece trilogy, is the
captivating portrait of a family struggling to
change with the rise of modern Egypt. As
Cairo shrugs off the final vestiges of
colonialism, Ahmad Al Jawad has lost his
power and surveys the world from a
latticed balcony. Unable to control his
family's destiny, he watches helplessly as
his dynasty and the traditions he holds dear
disintegrate before his eyes. But through
Ahamd's three grandsons we see how
modern Egypt takes shape. One grandson is
a communist activist, another a Muslim
fundamentalist, both working for what they
believe will be a better world. And Ridwan,
the inheritor of his father's charms,
launches a political career aided by a
homosexual affair with prominent
politician. 'Sugar Street is a marvellous
novel, with many messages, open and
concealed, for those who will be
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instructed.' The Times Literary Supplement
'Sugar Street will afford much pleasure and
reflection.' Glasgow Herald
Naguib Mahfouz, Nobel 1988 American Univ in
Cairo Press
For Naguib Mahfouz, Cairo has always been a
place of special resonance, a city he loves
passionately and has revisited in his writings.
Photographer Britta Le Va, a longtime admirer of
the novels of Mahfouz, guides us through his
pages and treads his streets to produce a collection
of visual images of the city. Each complements a
verbal image selected from Mahfouzs writings. In
his introduction, novelist Gamal al-Ghitani
describes a walking tour with the novelist through
the streets of Gamaliya, the heart of the old city
where both of themmore than thirty years
apartwere born and raised. Mahfouz reminisces
and remarks on what has changed and what has not
in eight decades
khufus wisdom American Univ in Cairo Press
Against the background of the high politics of
Sixth Dynasty Egypt, a powerful love grows
between Rhadopis, a courtesan whose ravishing
beauty is unmatched in time or place, and
youthful, headstrong Pharaoh Merenra II,
worshiped by his people as a divine presence on
earth. Despite the attention of an endless stream of
suitors, entertained by Rhadopis's dancing,
singing, and stimulating intellectual conversation
in her white palace on an island in the Nile, her
heart remains cold and loveless - until events

conspire in the strangest of ways to bring her to the
attention of Pharaoh himself. From there the two of
them embark on a journey of intense passion that is
totally absorbing and ultimately tragic. As their
obsession for one another burns wildly, they
become caught up in the violent turbulence of the
politics of the day - Merenra through his desire to
sequester the properties of the priesthood and
Rhadopis by her efforts to control the march of
destiny and avoid their untimely but inevitable fate.
But for Rhadopis, who has played with men's
minds and danced on the scattered shards of their
broken hearts, and Pharaoh, who has sought to
flaunt ancient tradition for his own ends, can the
power of love ultimately offer protection?
Respected Sir Penguin UK
In this gripping and suspenseful novella from the
Egyptian Nobel Prize-winner, three young friends
survive interrogation by the secret police, only to
find their lives poisoned by suspicion, fear, and
betrayal. At a Cairo café in the 1960s, a legendary
former belly dancer lovingly presides over a
boisterous family of regulars, including a group of
idealistic university students. One day, amid
reports of a wave of arrests, three of the students
disappear: the excitable Hilmi, his friend Ismail,
and Ismail's beautiful girlfriend Zaynab. When
they return months later, they are apparently
unharmed and yet subtly and profoundly changed.
It is only years later, after their lives have been
further shattered, that the narrator pieces together
the young people's horrific stories and learns how
the government used them against one another. In

a riveting final chapter, their torturer himself enters
the Café and sits among his former victims,
claiming a right to join their society of the
disillusioned. Now translated into English for the
first time, Naguib Mahfouz's tale of the insidious
effects of government-sanctioned torture and the
suspension of rights and freedoms in a time of
crisis is shockingly contemporary.
The Quarter Syracuse University Press
Was Nirvana's near-fatal accident at sea simply
a case of bad timing, or was it attempted
suicide? And what was so important about an
unread email that made her jump recklessly
into the Mediterranean? As Leila tries to make
sense of her aunt's fate, Nirvana embarks on a
journey through memories and secrets. Leila
guiltily questions her own fears and failures,
bearing the blame of a family that curses the
day she was born. Lying in a coma, Nirvana's
story of choices made and roads not taken
paint a colorful picture of her struggle against
expectations in 1980s Egypt. The two voices
are skillfully woven together to create an
intricate narrative about breaking free from
family tradition and the dreams that come back
to haunt us. From the sunny beaches of
Alexandria to the Bavarian Alps, author Mai
Khaled explores the subtleties of family
relationships and individual choices.
rhadopis of nubia Springer
Widely acclaimed as Naguib Mahfouz's best novel,
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Midaq Alley brings to life one of the hustling,
teeming back alleys of Cairo in the 1940s. From
Zaita the cripple-maker to Kirsha the hedonistic
cafe owner, from Abbas the barber who mistakes
greed for love to Hamida who sells her soul to
escape the alley, from waiters and widows to
politicians, pimps, and poets, the inhabitants of
Midaq Alley vividly evoke Egypt's largest city as it
teeters on the brink of change. Never has Nobel
Prize-winner Mahfouz's talent for rich and
luxurious storytelling been more evident than here,
in his portrait of one small street as a microcosm of
the world on the threshold of modernity.

The Final Hour Lynne Rienner Publishers
This award-winning historical novel deals
with the stormy life of the outstanding Arab
philosopher Ibn Khaldun, using historical
sources, and particularly material from the
writer's works, to construct the personal
and intellectual universe of a fourteenth-
century genius. The dominant concern of
the novel the uneasy relationship between
intellectuals and political power, between
scholars and authority addresses our times
through the transparent veil of history. In
the first part of the novel, we are introduced
to the mind of Ibn Khaldun as he dictates
his work to his scribe and interlocutor. The
second part delves into the heart of the man
and his retrieval of a measure of happiness

and affection in a remarriage, after the
drowning of his first wife and their children
at sea. Finally we see Ibn Khaldun as a man
of action, trying to minimize the imminent
horrors of invading armies and averting the
sack of Damascus by Tamerlane, only to
spend his last years lonely and destitute,
having been fired from his post as qadi, his
wife having gone to Morocco, and his
attempts at saving the political situation
having come to nil. "The elusive simplicity
and fluency of style manage to entertain and
instruct at once. We learn as we read about
Ibn Khaldun: his insights into history and
historiography, his views of the rise and fall
of civilizations, the principles of his
sociological thinking, along with intimate
aspects of his life, including his tragic
losses and his attitude toward women. We
also learn of his response to the major crisis
of his time, the Tatar invasion of the
Mashriq. In short, Ibn Khaldun, the distant
and formidable figure, is humanized thanks
to this novel." Naguib Mahfouz Medal
Award Committee
The Journey of Ibn Fattouma American
University in Cairo Press
In 1988 Naguib Mahfouz became the first

Arab writer to receive the Nobel Prize in
Literature. While Mahfouz is first and
foremost a storyteller, he gives the reader an
extra "baksheesh" by telling stories of
persons from all walks of life. By doing so,
Mahfouz accurately depicts the existential
problems facing contemporary Egyptians.
Gordon questioned Mahfouz directly in a
series of personal interviews conducted over
the past ten years, probing the existential
themes in the characters, plots, and issues
raised in Mahfouz's stories. The result is an
intimate and highly personal look at life in
Egypt.
Karnak Cafe Anchor
This distinguished anthology presents for
the first time in English travel essays by
Arabic writers who have visited America in
the second half of the century. The view of
America which emerges from these
accounts is at once fascinating and
illuminating, but never monolithic. The
writers hail from a variety of viewpoints,
regions, and backgrounds, so their
descriptions of America differently engage
and revise Arab pre-conceptions of
Americans and the West. The country
figures as everything from the unchanging
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Other, the very antithesis of the Arab self, to
the seductive female, to the Other who is
both praiseworthy and reprehensible.
Mirrors Anchor
Scholars of Arabic language and literature
show how renowned Egyptian fiction writer
Mahfouz's work transcends its setting in the
ancient alleys of Cairo and speaks to all people
in all cultures. The collection of essays
originated in a symposium at the U. of
Massachusetts recognizing Mahfouz's receipt
of the 1988 Nobel Prize for literature.
Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR
Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical
Islamism American Univ in Cairo Press
To celebrate the centenary of the birth of the
great Egyptian writer and Nobel laureate
Naguib Mahfouz, the AUC Press, which has
been publishing English translations of
Mahfouz's work since 1978, presents all his
novels, three collections of short stories, and
his autobiographical writings in a single library
of 20 hardbound volumes, including all 42
works translated into English. From Khufu's
Wisdom, first published in Arabic in 1939, to
his last work of extended fiction, The
Coffeehouse (1988), all thirty-five of his
novels are here, along with thirty-eight short
stories His Echoes of an Autobiography is

included, as well as his exquisite late series of
intensely short fictions known as The Dreams
and the collection of his weekly newspaper
columns, Naguib Mahfouz at Sidi Gaber. This
unique library brings together all Naguib
Mahfouz's translated work for the first time in a
very special publishing event. · Volume 1:
Khufu's Wisdom, Rhadopis of Nubia, Thebes at
War · Volume 2: Cairo Modern, Khan al-
Khalili · Volume 3: Midaq Alley · Volume 4:
The Mirage · Volume 5: The Beginning and the
End · Volume 6: Palace Walk · Volume 7:
Palace of Desire · Volume 8: Sugar Street ·
Volume 9: Children of the Alley · Volume 10:
The Thief and the Dogs, Autumn Quail, The
Search · Volume 11: The Beggar, Adrift on the
Nile, Miramar · Volume 12: Mirrors, Love in
the Rain, Karnak Café · Volume 13: Fountain
and Tomb, Heart of the Night, Respected Sir ·
Volume 14: The Harafish · Volume 15: In the
Time of Love, Wedding Song, Arabian Nights
and Days · Volume 16: The Final Hour, Before
the Throne · Volume 17: The Journey of Ibn
Fattouma, Akhenaten: Dweller in Truth ·
Volume 18: The Day the Leader Was Killed,
Morning and Evening Talk, The Coffeehouse ·
Volume 19: Echoes of an Autobiography, The
Dreams, Dreams of Departure, Naguib
Mahfouz at Sidi Gaber · Volume 20: The Time
and the Place, The Seventh Heaven, Voices

from the Other World.
Autumn Quail American Univ in Cairo
Press
Maryam's Maze is an enigmatic novel by
one of the most promising authors of a
vibrant new generation of Egyptian writers.
Set in the house of Yusuf el Tagi,
Maryam's Maze relates the story of a
woman struggling to find her way through
the confusion of the world around her.
Using the literary device of the 'double, '
Maryam's Maze narrates a story that on one
level touches on universal human emotions.
At the same time the inner maze of dreams
and memories in which the young Maryam
finds herself stirs greater resonance in
issues of modern Egyptian life. Echoing
themes found in her earlier short fiction,
Mansoura Ez Eldin has woven a haunting
allegorical tale that reveals its real meaning
to the reader only at the end of the novel.
With its precision of language and
distinctive personal vision, Maryam's Maze
represents a unique contribution to the
corpus of contemporary Egyptian fiction.
Mirrors American Univ in Cairo Press
Mirrors is one of Nobel laureate Naguib
Mahfouz's more unusual works. First

Page 5/7 July, 27 2024

Mirrors Naguib Mahfouz



 

published in serialized form in the Egyptian
television magazine, it consists of a series
of vignettes of characters from a writer's
life--a writer very like Mahfouz himself.
And accompanying each vignette is a
portrait of the character by a friend of the
author, the renowned Alexandrian artist Seif
Wanli. Through each vignette--whether of a
lifelong friend, a sometime adversary, or a
childhood sweetheart--not only is that one
character described but much light is
thrown on other characters already familiar
or yet to be encountered, as well as on the
narrator himself, who we come to know
well through the mirrors of his world of
acquaintances. At the same time, Mirrors
also reflects the recent history of Egypt, its
political movements, its leaders, its wars,
and its peace, all of which affect the lives of
friends and enemies and of the narrator
himself. As the translator writes in his
Introduction, the narrator's acquaintances
from childhood, schooldays, and civil
service career take him from the lofty
heights of intellectual salons to the seemy
squalor of brothels and drug dens; from the
dreams of youth and nationalistic ideals to
the sobering realities of post-revolutionary

society and clashing economic and political
values. The apparently simple but
penetrating portraits by Seif Wanli add an
extra, distinctive dimension to this already
intriguing book. They originally appeared
with the serialized texts in the television
magazine, but were omitted when the book
was first published in 1972, and were also
omitted when the English translation first
appeared in 1977. Now, in this special
edition, the pictures and the complete text
appear together for the first time.
Naguib Mahfouz NYU Press
In Respected Sir, Mahfouz retells a familiar
theme—vaulting ambition—in a powerful and
religious metaphor. Othman Bayuumi's
humble origins do not stop him from coveting
the Director-Generalship of the governmental
department he has entered as an archives clerk.
It is a vision that becomes a lifelong pursuit,
superseding all other interests or people in his
life. What is essentially a prosaic experience
becomes—in Mahfouz's hands—a beautifully
crafted story of an exalted and arduous holy
quest.
The Cairo of Naguib Mahfouz American
University in Cairo Press
The Mahfouz Dialogs records the
memories, views, and jokes of Naguib

Mahfouz on subjects ranging from politics
to the relationship between his novels and
his life, as delivered to intimate friends at a
series of informal meetings stretching out
over almost half a century. Mahfouz was a
pivotal figure not only in world literature
(through being awarded the Nobel prize for
literature in 1988 he became the first writer
in Arabic to win a mass audience), but also
in his own society, where he vastly
enhanced the image of the writer in the eyes
of the public and encapsulated as the victim
of a savage attack on his life by an Islamist
in 1994 the struggle between pluralism,
tolerance, and secularism on the one hand
and extremist Islam. Moderated by Gamal
al-Ghitani, a writer of a younger generation
who shared a common background with
Mahfouz (al-Ghitani also grew up in
medieval Cairo) and felt a vast personal
empathy for the writer despite their
sometimes different views, these exchanges
throw new light on Mahfouz's life, the
creation of his novels, and literary Egypt in
the second half of the twentieth century.
America in An Arab Mirror American Univ in
Cairo Press
In this provocative and dreamy parable, a young
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man disillusioned by the corruption of his homeland
sets out on a quest to find Gebel, the land of
perfection, from which no one has ever returned.
On his way, Ibn Fattouma passes through a series
of very different lands--realms where the moon is
worshipped, where marriage does not exist, where
kings are treated like gods, and where freedom,
toleration, and justice are alternately held as the
highest goods. All of these places, however, are
inevitably marred by the specter of war, and Ibn
Fattouma finds himself continually driven onward,
ever seeking. Like the protagonists of A Pilgrim's
Progress and Gulliver's Travels, Naguib Mahfouz's
hero travels not through any recognizable historical
landscape, but through timeless aspects of human
possibility.
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