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and nonprofits to deliver social
services to the needy. These pages
offer a considered examination of
how local faith entities have served
those in their midst, and how the
provision of those services has
been impacted by evolving social
policies. This foundational volume
brings together the work of more
than two dozen leading researchers,
each providing long overdue
scholarly inquiry into religiously
affiliated helping and the many
possibilities that it holds for
effective cooperation.

Middletown Upper Houses Oxford
University Press

In the mid-1950s, the town of
Lacey in the Mississippi hill
country is a place where the lives
of blacks and whites, though
seemingly separate, are in fact
historically and inevitably
intertwined. When Lacey's fair-
haired boy, Duncan Harper, is
appointed interim sheriff, he makes
public his private convictions about
the equality of blacks before the
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law, and the combined threat and
promise he represents to the
understood order of things in Lacey
affects almost every member of the
community. In the end, Harper
succeeds in pointing the way for
individuals, both black and white, to
find a more harmonious
coexistence, but at a sacrifice all
must come to regret. In The Voice
at the Back Door, Mississippi native
Elizabeth Spencer gives form to the
many voices that shaped her view
of race relations while growing up,
and at the same time discovers her
own voice -- one of hope.
Employing her extraordinary
literary powers -- finely honed
narrative techniques, insight into a
rich, diverse cast of characters, and
an unerring ear for dialect --
Spencer makes palpable the
psychological milieu of a small
southern town hobbled by tradition
but lurching toward the dawn of the
civil rights movement. First
published in 1956, The Voice at the
Back Door is Spencer's most highly
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praised novel yet, and her last to
treat small-town life in Mississippi.
Hunk City HarperCollins UK

Ethyl Mae Coco's rambling Victorian
home on North Gladiola -- the Main
Street of Tula Springs, Louisiana -- is
the only residence left at the business
end of town, but it's a hotbed for
chaotic comedy. Mrs. Coco, aged fifty-
seven and feeling somewhat left
behind herself, directs her
considerable energy into keeping
those around her in line -- her remote,
obsessively bargain-hunting husband,;
members of the Pro Arts Quartet
chamber music group, which Ethyl
Mae aspires to turn into an
accomplished cultural jewel; her six
unruly grown children, none of whom
keeps the Catholic faith to their
staunch convert mother's satisfaction;
and the other assorted, eccentric, and
endearing people of Tula Springs.
Nothing is simple -- or quite as gossip
portrays it -- in Tula Springs, but
after all upheavals and sunders pass,
this wired family and community
remain strongly connected.
Remember How | Told You | Loved
You? LSU Press
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The Believer magazine presents a

Jeselnik, Julie Klausner, Lisa

Guevara, the scion of a liberal

compendium of advice from producers, Lampanelli, Nick Hornby, Sam Lipsyte, Argentine family, abandoned a medical

writers, and actors of The Daily Show,
Saturday Night Live, Parks and
Recreation, Late Show with David
Letterman, The Hangover, and The
Colbert Report, along with other
musicians, cartoonists, New Yorker
writers, and those similarly unqualified
to offer guidance. Here Amy Sedaris
describes the perfect murder for

Liam Lynch, Merrill Markoe, Rose
McGowan, Misc. Canadian rock
musicians, Laraine Newman, The
Pleasure Syndicate, Bob Powers,
Simon Rich, Bob Saget, George

Saunders, Kristen Schaal, Paul Scheer,

Amy Sedaris, Allison Silverman, Paul
Simms, Brendon Small, Jerry Stahl,
Scott Thompson, Fred Willard, Cintra

unwanted hermit crabs—you will need awWilson, Weird Al Yankovic, and Alan

piece of meat and a brick. Simon Rich
explains how to avoid being found
dead in your underwear by
firemen—buy some long johns. Zach
Galifianakis provides insight into how
he changed his name without a social
security card—he just started calling
himself Adam Zapple, and it stuck. Bob
Saget finally illuminates what “ friends
with benefits” really means—a
nonsexual relationship wherein your
ex makes monetary deposits into your
bank account. Contributors include:
Rob Baedeker, Anne Beatts, Elizabeth
Beckwith, Jerri Blank, Roz Chast,
Louis C.K., Mike Doughty, Dave
Eggers, Rich Fulcher, Zach
Galifianakis, Dan Guterman, Anthony
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Zweibel

The Death of Che Guevara LSU Press
Lloyd Norris is slouching towards middle
age. Recently out of the closet, he knows
it's time to devote himself to finding the
love & companionship that have long
eluded him. But his search is complicated
& the result is a dizzyingly funny book
about the awesome power of our need for
connection.

God's Own Party Penguin Books

In his critically acclaimed epic first
novel, Jay Cantor, author of Krazy Kat
and Great Neck, draws on history,
myth, and his own prodigious
Imagination to take on the life and
death of revolutionary icon Che
Guevara. In his now famous progress
through modern times, Ernesto “ Che”
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career to become a revolutionary. A
fiery comrade of Fidel Castro’ s who
joined him in overthrowing the Cuban
government of Baptista, Che later
broke with Castro to lead a guerrilla
movement in Bolivia. As the novel
charts Che’ s bold evolution, it also
offers an incisive look at Latin
America’ s revolutionary struggles, an
exploration of the nature of truth and
storytelling, and a brilliant exegesis of
the psychology of radical activisim.
Miss Undine's Living Room MDPI
Who Is the Holy Spirit—and Why Do
You Need Him in Your Life? After
His crucifixion and resurrection,
Jesus gave His disciples an
assignment to change the world—but
told them to wait until the power of
the Holy Spirit had come upon them
before setting out. His charge to
modern-day believers is no
different: To do the works that
Jesus did (and even greater ones,
as He said), it is imperative that we
operate from the indwelling power
of the Holy Spirit. But Who is this
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mysterious Third Person of the
Trinity? How do we get this power,
and what are we to do with it when
we receive it? Pat Robertson,
founder of the Christian
Broadcasting Network and beloved
longtime host of The 700 Club,
tackles these questions and many

only Punjabi family in the mining
village of Tollington, her struggle for
independence is different from most.
Heavenly Days L SU Press

Most Sociology of Religion texts
are decidedly staid and
uninteresting, covering
"contemporary" developments

others in this, the final book of a life Which are only contemporary only

that is now in its ninth decade.
Robertson traces the path of the

Holy Spirit through both the Old and viewed from the perspective of the

New Testaments, and shares

from a disciplinary perspective.
They are not contemporary if

religion's practioners (in religious

stories from his own life and that of and non-religious settings). The
many 700 Club viewers testifying to t€xtbooks that attempt to be

how the power of the Holy Spirit
has miraculously freed and healed
them today. If you want a better

are hungry to know more about the
power that is available through Him
to every Christfollower today, this
book is for you.

Care To Make Love In That Gross
Little Space Between Cars? Penguin
Nine-year-old Meena can’ t wait to
grow up and break free from her
parents. But, as the daughter of the
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interesting to undergraduate
students often fall short because

they either try to cover too much in
understanding of the Holy Spirit and an encyclopedic format, or sacrifice

a sociological perspective for a
personal one. Many use real-life
examples only superficially to
illustrate concepts. Lundskow's

approach is the opposite—students
will learn the facts of religion in its

great diversity, all the most
interesting and compelling beliefs
and practices, and then learn
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relevant concepts that can be used
to explain empirical observations.
The book thus follows the logic of
actual research—investigate and
then analyze—rather than
approaching concepts with no real
bearing on how religion is
experienced in society. This
approach, using provocative
examples and with an eye toward
the historical and theoretical, not to
mention global experience of
religion, will make this book a
success in the classroom. The
author envisions a substantive
approach that examines religion as
it actually exists in all its forms,
including belief, ritual, daily living,
identity, institutions, social
movements, social control, and
social change. Within these broad
categories, the book will devote
particular chapters to important
historical moments and movements,
leaders, and various individual
religions that have shaped the
contemporary form and effect of
religion in the world today.
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Skinnybones Soho Press

A true-crime writer returns home to
solve the mystery that haunted his
boyhood After witnessing an execution,
true-crime writer Colin Douglas starts
having nightmares of himself as a boy,
alone by the levee, trapped in the mud of
the Mississippi River. Each night, the
dreams grow worse, becoming horrid
recreations of the day his childhood died.
In 1959, Colin and three friends went
camping on the levee, across from the
tumbledown old Windsong plantation.
When one of the boys disappeared, Colin
went searching for him, and was
approaching the old estate when he saw
what appeared to be a ghost. The next
day, he learned a woman had been
murdered in the area—an unsolved crime
that has haunted him ever since. Decades
later, he attempts to solve this forgotten
cold case, raking up something even
dirtier than the muddy bottom of the
Mississippi.

North Gladiola Overamstel Uitgevers
Universally and repeatedly praised ever
since it first appeared in 1983, Modern
Baptists is the book that launched
novelist James Wilcox's career and
debuted the endearingly daft community
of Tula Springs, Louisiana. It's the tale of
Bobby Pickens, assistant manager of
Sonny Boy Bargain Store, who gains a
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new lease on life, though he almost comes Marcus makes a powerful case that

to regret it. Bobby's handsome half
brother F.X. -- ex-con, ex-actor, and ex-
husband three times over -- moves in, and
things go awry all over town. Mistaken
identities; entangled romances with
Burma, Toinette, and Donna Lee; assault
and battery; charges of degeneracy; a
nervous breakdown -- it all comes to a
head at a Christmas Eve party in a cabin
on a poisoned swamp. This is sly, madcap
romp that offers readers the gift of
abundant laughter. Modern Baptists was
included in Harold Bloom's The Western
Canon, in GQ magazine's forty-fifth
anniversary issue as one of the best
works of fiction in the past forty-five
years, and among Toni Morrison's
"favorite works by unsung writers" in U.S.
News and World Report.

The Levee Back Bay Books

"A collection of stories that follow a
young woman from delayed
adolescence to (delayed)
adulthood"--P. [4] of cover.

Morality Play LSU Press

While the Christian tradition has
subordinated John the Baptist to Jesus
of Nazareth, John himself would likely
have disagreed with that ranking. In
this eye-opening new book, John the
Baptist in History and Theology, Joel
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John saw himself, not Jesus, as the
proclaimer and initiator of the kingdom
of God and his own ministry as the
center of God's saving action in
history. Although the Fourth Gospel
has the Baptist saying, "He must
increase, but | must decrease," Marcus
contends that this and other biblical
and extrabiblical evidence reveal a
continuing competition between the
two men that early Christians sought
to muffle. Like Jesus, John was an
apocalyptic prophet who looked
forward to the imminent end of the
world and the establishment of God's
rule on earth. Originally a member of
the Dead Sea Sect, an apocalyptic
community within Judaism, John broke
with the group over his growing
conviction that he himself was Elijah,
the end-time prophet who would
inaugurate God's kingdom on earth.
Through his ministry of baptism, he
ushered all who came to him—Jews and
non-Jews alike—into this dawning new
age. Jesus began his career as a
follower of the Baptist, but, like other
successor figures in religious history,
he parted ways from his predecessor
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as he became convinced of his own
centrality in God's purposes.

and Anne Tyler. From Modern

Hardly the thing for a Ph.D. in music

Baptists—which was both included intheory, yet Lou consoles herself

Meanwhile John's mass following and  Harold Bloom’ s Western Canon andwith making valuable contributions

apocalyptic message became political
threats to Herod Antipas, who had
John executed to abort any
revolutionary movement. Based on
close critical-historical readings of
early texts—including the accounts of
John in the Gospels and in Josephus's
Antiquities—as well as parallels from
later religious movements, John the
Baptist in History and Theology
situates the Baptist within Second threaten to vanish completely. In
Temple Judaism and compares him to Heavenly Days, his first novel in
other apocalyptic thinkers from five years, Wilcox returns to the

forty-five years—to Plain and

brimming melting pot, as the
manners and mores that have

ancient and modern times. It concludes familiar landscape of Tula Springs,
Louisiana, and introduces a sweetly
hapless heroine trying to come to
terms with a way of life for which

with thoughtful reflections on how its
revisionist interpretations might be
incorporated into the Christian faith.
History of Windham County,
Connecticut: 1600-1760 LSU Press
Over the course of twenty years
and seven novels James Wilcox has
established himself as one of the
most distinctive and beloved voices
of the South, a comic master whose
work has been praised by writers
as diverse as Robert Penn Warren

she is utterly unequipped. Lou

herself unaccountably living in a
$295,000 faux-Cajun cabin (her
husband’ s dream house) and
working as the receptionist in a
fundamentalist health emporium
housed in a defunct train station.
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featured in GQ’ s list of the forty-
five best books published in the last

Normal, he has charted the collision

of the stubbornly genteel Old South
with a world of franchise food and a

always been its cherished hallmark

Jones—middle-aged, well educated,
and faultlessly sensitive—has found

to the American Bassoon Society’ s
newsletter, and with drawing the
town’ s spiritually needy citizens
into her beneficent orbit. But her
well-meaning interventions soon
involve her in a series of
increasingly complicated
misunderstandings, as she becomes
embroiled in evading a gun-toting
tax collector, trying to befriend her
aloof housekeeper and her
unnervingly elegant mother, waging
an ongoing and fruitless battle over
the ownership of her husband's
childhood home, and wrestling with
a hotly disputed loblolly dresser.
These are all distractions, though,
from Lou’ s true, if unacknowledged,
aim: to find the grace of heaven in
the days of her own life through the
bonds of love. Heavenly Days
marks the welcome return of James
Wilcox—a gift to his longtime
readers and to an entire generation
of new ones.
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Guest of a Sinner Wm. B. Eerdmans The Voice at the Back Door Rosetta

Publishing

Booker Prize Finalist The time is
the fourteenth century. The place
iIs a small town in rural England,
and the setting a snow-laden
winter. A small troupe of actors
accompanied by Nicholas Barber, a
young renegade priest, prepare to
play the drama of their lives.
Breaking the longstanding tradition
of only performing religious plays,
the groups leader, Martin, wants
them to enact the murder that is
foremost in the townspeoples
minds. A young boy has been found
dead, and a mute-and-deaf girl has
been arrested and stands to be
hanged for the murder. As
members of the troupe delve
deeper into the circumstances of
the murder, they find themselves
entering a political and class feud
that may undo them. Intriguing and
suspenseful, Morality Play is an
exquisite work that captivates by
its power, while opening up the
distant past as new to the reader.
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Books

Lloyd Norris is slouching towards
middle age. Recently out of the
closet, he knows it's time to devote
himself to finding the love and
companionship that have long
eluded him.

Modern Baptists James Wilcox

July, 27 2024



