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Bern Book Coffee House Press
Thousands upon thousands of books have
been written about Immanuel Kant since
his death. None, let's be clear, have been
quite like what we have here. In Party
Fun with Kant, Nicolas Mahler tells the
story of Kant--and his fellow serious-
minded figures from the history of
philosophy--with a comic edge. With his
witty visual style and clever wordplay, he
delves into their lives and emerges with
hitherto unknown scenes that show them
in a new (and far less serious) light. We
go to parties with Kant, visit an art
exhibition with Hegel, shop at the
supermarket with Nietzsche, and go to the
cinema with Deleuze, and celebrate the
dream wedding with de Beauvoir. In each
case, we come away knowing more about
the life, thoughts, and feelings of the
philosopher--getting to know them as

people rather than as stony-faced figures
long since robbed of any existence beyond
their ideas. The result is pure fun, but
with plenty of insight, too.
Correction University of
Chicago Press
Adam Gordon is a brilliant, if
highly unreliable, young
American poet on a prestigious
fellowship in Madrid,
struggling to establish his
sense of self and his
relationship to art. What is
actual when our experiences are
mediated by language,
technology, medication, and the
arts? Is poetry an essential
art form, or merely a screen
for the reader's projections?
Instead of following the
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dictates of his fellowship,
Adam's "research" becomes a
meditation on the possibility of
the genuine in the arts and
beyond: are his relationships
with the people he meets in
Spain as fraudulent as he fears
his poems are? A witness to the
2004 Madrid train bombings and
their aftermath, does he
participate in historic events
or merely watch them pass him
by? In prose that veers between
the comic and tragic, the self-
contemptuous and the inspired,
Leaving the Atocha Station is a
portrait of the artist as a
young man in an age of Google
searches, pharmaceuticals, and

spectacle. Born in Topeka,
Kansas, in 1979, Ben Lerner is
the author of three books of
poetry The Lichtenberg Figures,
Angle of Yaw, and Mean Free
Path. He has been a finalist for
the National Book Award and the
Northern California Book Award,
a Fulbright Scholar in Spain,
and the recipient of a 2010-2011
Howard Foundation Fellowship. In
2011 he became the first
American to win the Preis der
Stadt Münster für Internationale
Poesie. Leaving the Atocha
Station is his first novel.

Painting Is a Supreme Fiction: Writings by
Jesse Murry, 1980-1993 Old Masters
A new collection of poems by Michael
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Hofmann—his first in twenty years Michael
Hofmann, renowned as one of our most
brilliant critics and translators, is also regarded
as among our most respected poets.
Hofmann’s status—he is the author of “one
of the definitive bodies of work of the last half-
century" (The Times Literary Supplement)—is
all the more impressive for his relatively
concentrated output. One Lark, One Horse is
his fifth collection of poems since his debut in
1983, and his first since Approximately
Nowhere in 1999. Tt is also one of the most
anticipated gatherings of new work in years. In
style, his voice is as unmistakable as
ever—sometimes funny, sometimes caustic;
world-facing and yet intimate—and this
collection shows a bright mind burning fiercely
over the European and American imaginations.
The poet explores where he finds himself,

geographically and in life, treating with wit and
compassion such universal themes as aging and
memory, place, and the difficult existence of the
individual in an ever-bigger and more bestial
world. One Lark, One Horse is a remarkable
assemblage of work that will delight loyal
readers and enchant new ones with
Hofmann’s approachable, companionable
voice.
Three-part Inventions Penguin
It is 1967. In separate wings of a Viennese hospital,
two men lie bedridden. The narrator, named
Thomas Bernhard, is stricken with a lung ailment;
his friend Paul, nephew of the celebrated
philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein, is suffering from
one of his periodic bouts of madness. As their once-
casual friendship quickens, these two eccentric men
begin to discover in each other a possible antidote
to their feelings of hopelessness and mortality—a
spiritual symmetry forged by their shared passion
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for music, strange sense of humor, disgust for
bourgeois Vienna, and great fear in the face of
death. Part memoir, part fiction, Wittgenstein’s
Nephew is both a meditation on the artist’s struggle
to maintain a solid foothold in a world gone
incomprehensibly askew, and a stunning—if not
haunting—eulogy to a real-life friendship.
Three Novellas London : Quartet Books
Told as a series of parable-like anecdotes, a
misanthropic satire by the twentieth-century Austrian
playwright presents a modern world of politicians,
professionals, tourists, and civil servants reeling from
corruption, madness, and alienation. UP.
On Critique Vintage
In this exuberantly satirical novel, the tutor Atzbacher
has been summoned by his friend Reger to meet him
in a Viennese museum. While Reger gazes at a
Tintoretto portrait, Atzbacher—who fears Reger's
plans to kill himself—gives us a portrait of the
musicologist: his wisdom, his devotion to his wife,
and his love-hate relationship with art. With

characteristically acerbic wit, Bernhard exposes the
pretensions and aspirations of humanity in a novel at
once pessimistic and strangely exhilarating.
"Bernhard's . . . most enjoyable novel."—Robert Craft,
New York Review of Books. "Bernhard is one of the
masters of contemporary European fiction."—George
Steiner
Walking Penguin UK
The playwright and novelist Thomas
Bernhard was one of the most widely
translated and admired writers of his
generation, winner of the three most coveted
literary prizes in Germany. Gargoyles, one of
his earliest novels, is a singular, surreal study
of the nature of humanity. One morning a
doctor and his son set out on daily rounds
through the grim mountainous Austrian
countryside. They observe the colorful
characters they encounter—from an
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innkeeper whose wife has been murdered to a
crippled musical prodigy kept in a
cage—coping with physical misery, madness,
and the brutality of the austere landscape. The
parade of human grotesques culminates in a
hundred-page monologue by an eccentric,
paranoid prince, a relentlessly flowing cascade
of words that is classic Bernhard.
Victor Halfwit Seagull Books Pvt Ltd
Instead of the book he’s meant to write, Rudolph, a
Viennese musicologist, produces this dark and
grotesquely funny account of small woes writ large, of
profound horrors detailed and rehearsed to the point
of distraction. We learn of Rudolph’s sister, whose
help he invites, then reviles as malevolent meddling;
his ‘really marvelous’ house, which he hates; the
suspicious illness he carefully nurses; his ten-year-
long attempt to write the perfect opening sentence;
and, finally, his escape to the island of Majorca, which
turns out to be the site of someone else’s very real

horror story. A brilliant and haunting tale of
procrastination, failure, and despair, Concrete is a
perfect example of why Thomas Bernhard is
remembered as “one of the masters of contemporary
European fiction” (George Steiner).
Thomas Bernhard Random House
Old MastersPhoenix Fiction
Ariadne Press (CA)
From the late Thomas Bernhard, arguably Austria's
most influential novelist of the postwar period, and
one of the greatest artists in all twentieth-century
literature in the German language, his magnum opus.
Extinction, Bernhard's last work of fiction, takes the
form of the autobiographical testimony of Franz-Josef
Murau, the intellectual black sheep of a powerful
Austrian land-owning family. Murau lives in Rome in
self-imposed exile from his family, surrounded by a
coterie of artistic and intellectual friends. On
returning from his sister's wedding to the "wine-cork
manufacturer" on the family estate of Wolfsegg,
having resolved never to go home again, Murau
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receives a telegram informing him of the death of his
parents and brother in a car crash. Not only must he
now go back, he must do so as the master of Wolfsegg.
And he must decide its fate. Divided into two halves,
Extinction explores Murau's rush of memories of
Wolfsegg as he stands at his Roman window
considering the fateful telegram, in counterpoint to his
return to Wolfsegg and the preparations for the
funeral itself. Written in the seamless style for which
Bernhard became famous, Extinction is the ultimate
proof of his extraordinary literary genius. It is his
summing-up against Austria's treacherous past and --
in unprecedented fashion -- a revelation of his own
incredibly complex personality, of his relationship
with the world in which he lived, and the one he left
behind. A literary event of the first magnitude.
Old Masters Vintage
First published in German in 1967, these stories
were written at the same time as Bernhard's early
novels Frost, Gargoyles and The Lime Works and

they display the same obsessions, restlessness and
disarming mastery of language.
The Loser W. W. Norton & Company
"Enthralling ... A great read."—Philippe de
Montebello, former director of the Metropolitan
Museum of Art October 16, 1943, inside the
Vatican as darkness descends upon Rome.
Having been alerted to the Nazi plan to round up
the city’s Jewish population the next day,
Monsignor F. dispatches an envoy to a nearby
palazzo to bring Ludwig Pollak and his family to
safety within the papal premises. But Pollak shows
himself in no hurry to leave his home and accept
the eleventh-hour offer of refuge. Pollak’s
visitor is obliged to take a seat and listen as he
recounts his life story: how he studied
archaeology in Prague, his passion for Italy and
Goethe, how he became a renowned antiquities
dealer and advisor to great collectors like J. P.
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Morgan and the Austro-Hungarian emperor after
his own Jewishness barred him from an academic
career, and finally his spectacular discovery of the
missing arm from the majestic ancient sculpture of
Laoco�n and his sons. Torn between hearing
Pollak’s spellbinding tale and the urgent mission
to save the archaeologist from certain
annihilation, the Vatican’s anxious messenger
presses him to make haste and depart. This
stunning novel illuminates the chasm between
civilization and barbarism by spotlighting a little-
known figure devoted to knowledge and the
power of artistic creation.
Sitopia John Wiley & Sons
An award-winning poet uses the cinema as the
basis for his new volume of prose, using classic
films like The Birth of a Nation, Metropolis and
The Great Train Robbery as a starting point for
contemplation and fantasy.

One Lark, One Horse Vintage
One night in the middle of winter, as deep snow
covers the mountains and forests, a doctor is crossing
the ridge in Austria from Traich to F�ding to see a
patient. He stumbles over a body in the darkness and
fears it is a corpse. But it's not a corpse at all. In fact,
it's wooden-legged Victor Halfwit, collapsed, but still
very much alive. So begins this simultaneously absurd
and tragic tale by celebrated Austrian playwright,
novelist, and poet Thomas Bernhard. Combining the
darkly comic voice and vision of Bernhard with the
lush and beautiful collages of Indian designer
Sunandini Banerjee, Victor Halfwit is a unique and
collectible artist's book. Illustrated in color
throughout, this edition imaginatively presents
Bernhard's fable in a distinctive and unconventional
style. It is the perfect gift book that will be cherished
by fans of Bernhard's other works and will inspire
new interest among visual artists.
Party Fun with Kant University of Chicago Press
William Gaddis published four novels during his
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lifetime, immense and complex books that helped
inaugurate a new movement in American letters. Now
comes his final work of fiction, a subtle, concentrated
culmination of his art and ideas. For more than fifty
years Gaddis collected notes for a book about the
mechanization of the arts, told by way of a social
history of the player piano in America. In the years
before his death in 1998, he distilled the whole mass
into a fiction, a dramatic monologue by an elderly
man with a terminal illness. Continuing Gaddis's
career-long reflection on those aspects of corporate
technological culture that are uniquely destructive of
the arts, Agape Agape is a stunning achievement from
one of the indisputable masters of postwar American
fiction.
Agape Agape Vintage
The narrator, a scientist working on antibodies and
suffering from emotional and mental illness, meets a
Persian woman, the companion of a Swiss engineer,
at an office in rural Austria. For the scientist, his
endless talks with the strange Asian woman mean

release from his condition, but for the Persian woman,
as her own circumstances deteriorate, there is only one
answer. "Thomas Bernhard was one of the few major
writers of the second half of this century."—Gabriel
Josipovici, Independent "With his death, European
letters lost one of its most perceptive,
uncompromising voices since the war."—Spectator
Widely acclaimed as a novelist, playwright, and poet,
Thomas Bernhard (1931-89) won many of the most
prestigious literary prizes of Europe, including the
Austrian State Prize, the Bremen and Brüchner
prizes, and Le Prix Séguier.
Wittgenstein's Nephew University of Chicago
Press
Thomas Bernhard was one of the most
original writers of the twentieth century. His
formal innovation ranks with Beckett and
Kafka, his outrageously cantankerous voice
recalls Dostoevsky, but his gift for lacerating,
lyrical, provocative prose is incomparably his
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own.One of Bernhard's most acclaimed
novels, The Loser centers on a fictional
relationship between piano virtuoso Glenn
Gould and two of his fellow students who feel
compelled to renounce their musical
ambitions in the face of Gould's incomparable
genius. One commits suicide, while the
other-- the obsessive, witty, and self-mocking
narrator-- has retreated into obscurity.
Written as a monologue in one remarkable
unbroken paragraph, The Loser is a brilliant
meditation on success, failure, genius, and
fame.
Histrionics Vintage
The relationship between sociology and social
critique has haunted the discipline since its
origins. Does critique divert sociology from its
scientific project? Or is critique the ultimate goal

of sociology, without which the latter would be a
futile activity disconnected from the concerns of
ordinary people? This issue has underpinned two
divergent theoretical orientations that can be
found in the discipline today: the critical
sociology that was developed in its most elaborate
form by Pierre Bourdieu, and the pragmatic
sociology of critique developed by Luc Boltanski
and his associates. In critical sociology,
description in terms of power relations
underscores the potency of mechanisms of
oppression, the way the oppressed passively
endure them, going so far in their alienation as to
adopt the values that enslave them. Pragmatic
sociology, by contrast, describes the actions of
human beings who rebel but who are endowed
with reason. It stresses their ability, in certain
historical conditions, to rise up against their
domination and construct new interpretations of
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reality in the service of critical activity. In this
major new book Boltanski develops a framework
that makes it possible to reconcile these seemingly
antagonistic approaches - the one determinist and
assigning the leading role to the enlightening
science of the sociologist, the other concerned to
stick as closely as possible to what people say and
do. This labour of unification leads him to rework
central notions such as practice, institution,
critique and, finally, ‘social reality,' all with the
aim of contributing to a contemporary renewal of
practices of emancipation.
Pollak's Arm New York Review of Books
The Bern Book is a travelogue, a memoir, a “diary of
an isolated soul” (Darryl Pinckney), and a
meditation on the myth and reality of race in
midcentury Europe and America. In 1953, having left
the US and settled in Bern, Switzerland, Vincent O.
Carter, a struggling writer, set about composing a
“record of a voyage of the mind.” The voyage

begins with Carter’s furiously good-humored
description of how, every time he leaves the house, he
must face the possibility of being asked “the hated
question” (namely, Why did you, a black man born
in America, come to Bern?). It continues with stories
of travel, war, financial struggle, the pleasure of
walking, the pain of self-loathing, and, through it all,
various experiments in what Carter calls “lacerating
subjective sociology.” Now this long-neglected
volume is back in print for the first time since 1973.
Gargoyles Vintage
The first complete English translation of the
nineteenth-century Austrian innovator's
evocative, elemental cycle of novellas. For
Kafka he was “my fat brother”; Thomas
Mann called him “one of the most peculiar,
enigmatic, secretly audacious and strangely
gripping storytellers in world literature.”
Often misunderstood as an idyllic poet of
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“beetles and buttercups,” the nineteenth-
century Austrian writer Adalbert Stifter can
now be seen as a radical experimenter with
narrative and a forerunner of nature
writing’s darker currents. One of his best-
known works, the novella cycle Motley Stones
now appears in its first complete English
translation, a rendition that respects the
bracing strangeness of the original. In six
thematically linked novellas, including the
beloved classic “Rock Crystal,” human
dramas play out amid the natural cycles of the
Alps or the urban rhythms of
Vienna—environments so keenly observed
that they emerge as the tales’ most
indomitable protagonists. Stifter’s human
characters are equally haunting—children
braving perils, eccentrics and loners harboring

enigmatic torments. “We seek to glimpse the
gentle law that guides the human race,”
Stifter famously wrote. What he glimpsed,
more often than not, was the abyss that lies
behind the idyll. The tension between his
humane sensitivity and his dark visions is what
lends his writing its heartbreaking power.
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