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The Kingdom Life Fortress
Press
Among the smiling faces in
church on Sunday mornings are
those who long for deeper,
more genuine relationships
within their local
congregations--active,
intentional relationships
that nurture the soul and
encourage personal encounters
with God. Drawing on decades
of experience in spiritual
direction, congregational
ministry, and seminary
teaching, this book offers a
clear and rich introduction
to the theology and practice

of spiritual companioning in
the Protestant tradition. The
authors explore the topic in a
biblically based and
historically informed manner
and give practical help for
cultivating spiritual
relationships in congregations
and beyond, using stories
throughout to illustrate key
ideas. Discussion questions
are included.
Spiritual Formation in Emerging Adulthood
Wipf and Stock Publishers
If you have picked up this book, chances are
you are a committed follower of Christ.
Like many searching Christians you are
tired of religious busywork and showy
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piety. You long for authentic worship and
meaningful service. You came to Christ with
deep expectations of transformation and
service, but those passions have been
starved by shallow theology and superficial
relationships. You are looking for something
more. You are ready to sink your mind into
what the Bible says about the call of God,
the priesthood of all believers, and what it
means to live for Christ and his kingdom.
The two-volume Living in Tension offers in-
depth spiritual direction on the crucial issues
shaping a theology of ministry. This is not a
book for pastors only. Webster intentionally
blurs the distinction between pastor and
congregation. This book is for all believers
who take God's call to salvation, service,
sacrifice, and simplicity seriously. Living in

Tension provides need-to-know insights for
every congregation. Pastors will find that
this passionate and practical theology
translates well into their own lives and into
the life of the church.
Spiritual Direction & The Gay Person Xlibris
Corporation
Transgender people are among the most marginalized
and vulnerable populations in the world.
Misinformation, lack of education, and lack of
experience among cis-gendered persons often result
in forms of violence and abuse directed towards those
perceived as transgender or gender non-conforming.
Such violence and abuse are not restricted to secular
culture but expand into faith communities and
essential forms of spiritual care and support. When
transgender people of faith share the reality of their
gender identity they often experience rejection by the
very communities that should provide support,
encouragement, and practical ministries of
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hospitality. Retreating Forward: A Spiritual Practice
with Transgender Persons is an educational and
practical resource for individuals, spiritual leaders, and
faith communities seeking to provide practical and
spiritual sustenance. The retreat model included in
this text proved transformational for those involved.

Consensus and Conflict Routledge
In Mothering, Public Leadership, and
Women’s Life Writing, Claire E.
Wolfteich presents a series of case
studies in Christian spirituality,
bringing a theological analysis to
mothers’ autobiographical writing.

Living in Tension, 2 Volume Set SPCK
Through the course of their work with
people engaged in ministries of various
kinds - spiritual directors, healthcare
chaplains, local clergy, theological
educators, youth workers, the authors

of this groundbreaking book have
become convinced of the need to
provide a practical guide to the practice
of pastoral supervision understood as a
core discipline of the Christian church
and enriched by the best of what other
supervision disciplines have to offer.
Each chapter focuses on a different
aspect of pastoral supervision,
embedding it theologically and offering
rooted examples from their own
practice. At the end of each chapter
practical exercises are offered to help
the reader reflect on their own practice
and tools are suggested for use with
supervision groups and in work with
individuals.
Listening for the Soul Canterbury Press
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In Collaborative Practical Theology, Henk
de Roest documents and analyses
research on Christian practices as it can be
conducted by academic practical
theologians in collaboration with
practitioners of different kinds in Christian
practices all around the world.
The Desiring Self Baker Academic
In recent years, many Christian clergy, laity
and mental health professionals have
rediscovered the ancient practices of spiritual
direction. Seen as a refreshing alternative to
the techniques and limitations of modern
psychology, such practices offer new insights
for pastoral care. But many remain unclear on
what spiritual direction is and whether its
methods are applicable to their own clients
and parishioners. Spiritual direction is a
practice of Christian soul care that is found
most notably in the Catholic, Orthodox and

Episcopal traditions but is also present in
Wesleyan/Holiness, Pentecostal/charismatic,
social justice and Reformed communities.
Predating modern counseling and
psychotherapy movements but sharing key
principles and insights for spiritual formation,
spiritual direction offers significant resources
for today s pastors, counselors, therapists,
chaplains and other caregivers attuned to the
work of God in people s lives. In this landmark
volume, editors Gary W. Moon and David G.
Benner, along with a team of expert
contributors, provide a comprehensive survey
of spiritual direction in its myriad Christian
forms. Specific chapters offer careful historical
perspective and contemporary analysis of how
Christians from various backgrounds have
practiced spiritual direction, with particular
attention to each tradition s definition of
spiritual direction, the process of authentic
transformation, the role of the spiritual director,
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indicators of mature spirituality and other
aspects of the spiritual direction process.
Chapters also provide psychological and
clinical insight into how spiritual direction is
similar to, different from and can be integrated
with psychotherapy and pastoral counseling to
help others experience spiritual transformation
and union with God.
Quest for Spiritual Community Wipf and
Stock Publishers
Feminist theologians often claim that
"women's experience" is their starting
point. However, most feminist theology is
remarkably void of analysis of particular
women's experiences of imaging God. In
this book, Knight provides practical
recommendations to help people transform
images in the context of religious practices.
What difference does it make whether we
picture God as an elderly white

grandfather, a nurturing African American
mother, or a stranger on the bus? Jennie
Knight says our image of God affects how
we see ourselves, how we worship, how we
treat one another, how (or whether) we
work for justice, and a host of other life
practices. But after years of knowing
intellectually that God transcends a specific
human type, Knight still struggles to make
an emotional connection with God in
different forms. She suspects that that
struggle is why many seminarians who
wrote papers about thea/theology abandon
nontraditional God images once they hit
parish ministry, perpetuating the practice of
seeing God as a European male on a
throne and all the accompanying problems
that such imagery creates. Knight believes
that personal and critical reflection in the

Page 6/15 May, 18 2024

Practical Theology Spiritual Direction From St Thomas Aquinas Peter Kreeft



 

context of a supportive learning community,
combined with experiences of diverse
images for the divine in worship, can lead
to profound changes in self-image,
relationship with the divine, and agency in
the world. This book aims to demonstrate
why and how this transformation is both
possible and necessary. The popularity of
The Shack, The Secret Life of Bees, Joan
of Arcadia, and other works with
nontraditional God-figures reveals a culture
ready to embrace God in many forms.
Knight examines how the church can do the
same.
What Did God Really Intend? Wipf and
Stock Publishers
For centuries, people have been drawn to
the Christian mystics--women and men
who have known God in powerful and

experiential ways. Mystic Bonfires is for
students, scholars, and practitioners of
ministry, theology, and spiritual formation. It
explores theology and theory and shares
insights for practice and prayer. Readers
will encounter classical concepts about the
spiritual life and how to apply these
concepts to their ministries in faithful and
creative ways. Mystic Bonfires includes
questions for students in academic and
formation settings as well as project ideas
for congregations. Mystic Bonfires explores
the intersection of spiritual theology and
practical theology. Walter Hilton, a 14th
century English mystic and a contemporary
of Julian of Norwich serves as a case study
for the intersection of these fields called
practical spiritual theology.
Holy Listening Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.
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2021 Illumination Book Awards, Gold Medal:
Theology With decades of experience in
spiritual direction, Father Mark Thibodeaux, SJ,
knows how impactful the Ignatian discernment
of spirits can be. With few practical resources
available to help make these principles relevant
to spiritual seekers, Thibodeaux crafted his
own, which is now made available here in
Ignatian Discernment of Spirits for Spiritual
Direction and Pastoral Care: Going Deeper.
This rich resource meets the needs of spiritual
directors and counselors by offering fresh
insight into discernment through innovative
approaches and applications for varied spiritual
experiences and challenges. In Ignatian
Discernment of Spirits, Mark E. Thibodeaux,
SJ, provides ?? A practical crash course on
Ignatian discernment of spirits ?? 12 innovative
ideas about discernment, culled from his
decades of experience as a Jesuit and a
spiritual director ?? A hands-on approach to

discernment that accompanies people who are
experiencing various spiritual states or
movements ?? An easy-to-use resource
section that includes Scripture relating to the
discernment of spirits
Practical Theology Paulist Press
Practical Theology has emerged as an
important discipline in recent decades,
making a major contribution both in the
academy and amongst reflective
practitioners on the ground. The Journal
Practical Theology celebrated its tenth
anniversary in 2018 and this book presents
ten journal articles chosen from over 180
that were published in that period.
Reflecting on the progress the discipline
has made and indicating some future
directions in the field, the book is a
‘showcase’ of examples of good practical
theology utilising a wide range of

Page 8/15 May, 18 2024

Practical Theology Spiritual Direction From St Thomas Aquinas Peter Kreeft



 

methodologies and written by an interesting
cross-section of authors from a variety of
backgrounds. This is a book which answers
the question ‘what is practical theology?’
with real live examples that are accessible,
readable and engaging.
Theological Context for Pastoral Caregiving
Fortress Press
This introduction to the field of practical
theology reclaims a theological vision for the
life and work of the church. Pete Ward dispels
the myth that practical theology is a distraction
from the "real" tasks of ministry or from serious
academic theological work. He argues that
practical theology is part of the everyday life of
the church and that there are a variety of
possible approaches, helping readers evaluate
the approach that is most appropriate to their
ministerial context and theological tradition.
This reliable, accessible resource will work

well for those in training or in ministry.
Listening for the Soul A&C Black
Spiritual Direction gives us the unique and
unrivaled experience of having Henri
Nouwen as our personal spiritual director,
answering our questions about the spiritual
life in his wise, comfortable, and engaging
style. With Nouwen's guidance, we can
reorient our lives and open the door to true
spiritual transformation. Henri Nouwen, the
world-renowned spiritual guide and
counselor, understood the spiritual life as a
journey of faith and transformation that is
deepened by accountability, community,
and relationships. Though he counseled
many people during his lifetime, his
principles of spiritual direction were never
written down. Now two of his longtime
students, Michael Christensen and
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Rebecca Laird, have taken his famous
course in spiritual direction and
supplemented it with his unpublished
writings to create the definitive work on
Nouwen's thoughts on the Christian life.
Stories, readings, and thematically
organized questions for reflection and
guided journal writing provide an
unparalleled resource for spiritual direction,
both for individuals and for small groups.
Our Unforming Zondervan
Enlightening the mind through
speculation: In the search for a clearer
understanding of God as we read
through his written Word, there are
things we may wonder about. The
scripture encourages us to use the mind
of God. Even though we cant possibly
know all that God knows, I think certain

things lead us toward a better
understanding of God. God thinks on a
level far beyond human comprehension.
Yet He is willing to give us the tools to
read His mind and begin to think like He
thinks! (Mike Bennett). Being sane and
being saintly are ultimately the same
thing: conforming our thoughts and our
lives to the nature of reality, which is
ultimately God, His nature and His
designs (Peter Kreeft, Practical
Theology: Spiritual Direction from Saint
Thomas Aquinas). Reasoning is an
invigorating aspect of spirituality, which
eventually leads to reality. To reason
means to make sense of things. In a
sense, God is so misunderstood until
the world just remains in an overall lost
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state. If people would take enough time
to stop and ponder just how real God is
and conform to the plan he intended for
his creation, we would have a more
peaceful world. I wrote this book
because I feel very deeply about how
God wanted things to be. But deception
coupled with disobedience turned Gods
plan into ultimate chaos. Some things
people may never think about may be
the key to understanding unknown
things. So let us consider how God may
have wanted his plan to materialize, and
at the same time, receive some spiritual
enlightenment. Hopefully, this book will
inspire more people to read the Bible.
For scriptural references, I used the
King James Version Bible.

The Cultivated Life Wipf and Stock Publishers
What does the good news of Jesus look like in
the North of England? Rooms and Wort
analyse what the North actually is, and why we
need to study our context if we want to
understand more about God and God’s ways.
Mystic Bonfires Loyola Press
While the term acedia may be unfamiliar, the
vice, usually translated as sloth, is all too
common. Sloth is not mere laziness, however,
but a disgust with reality, a loathing of our call
to be friends with God, and a spiteful hatred of
place and life itself. As described by Josef
Pieper, the slothful person does not "want to
be as God wants him to be, and that ultimately
means he does not wish to be what he really,
fundamentally is." Sloth is a hellish despair.
Our own culture is deeply infected, choosing a
destructive freedom rather than the good work
for which God created us. Acedia and Its
Discontents resists despair, calling us to
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reconfigure our imaginations and practices in
deep love of the life and work given by God. By
feasting, keeping sabbath, and working well,
we learn to see the world as enchanting,
beautiful, and good--just as God sees it. "In the
arid wasteland that is academic writing, amid
the wider desert that is modern secular
thought, R. J. Snell's book on acedia is an
oasis of flowers and fruit and fresh water.
Professor Snell reminds us that man must
never be made subordinate to work, nor even
to the empty 'vacations' that are but
interruptions in work. Like his great
predecessors Josef Pieper, Jacques Maritain,
Max Picard, Romano Guardini, and Pope John
Paul II, he diagnoses the besetting disease of
our time--spiritual torpor--and prescribes as a
remedy the joyful celebration of the Sabbath. A
stupendous book, filled with the happiness of
wonder."--ANTHONY ESOLEN, author of Ten
Ways to Destroy the Imagination of Your Child

"A whole book about just one vice, 'sloth'? Ah,
but this book is different-and devastating. It
exposes a deeply hidden and deeply
destructive fundamental attitude that pervades
our culture, an attitude that comes not just from
the flesh (laziness) or from the world (world-
weariness, cynicism), but from the Devil:
disgust and rebellion toward Being itself,
natural as well as supernatural. This is the
'noonday devil' that great saints have labelled
'sloth.' Know your enemy. Read this
book!"--PETER KREEFT, author of Practical
Theology: Spiritual Direction from St. Thomas
Aquinas "Acedia--the sin of sloth, so often
confused with laziness--is the most overlooked
but widespread illness of the modern age; the
emptiness under the mask of the world's frantic
activity. R.J. Snell helps us see why this is so
and what Christians can do about it with
elegant, penetrating insight. This is a terrific
book about a badly misunderstood 'deadly sin'
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and its antidotes."--CHARLES J. CHAPUT,
O.F.M. Cap., Archbishop of Philadelphia "Our
modern Empire of Desire manufactures
endless appetite while simultaneously denying
that anything is objectively good, beautiful, or
desirable. The result is not great yearning or
passion, but acedia or sloth, a pervasive
'noonday demon' which prowls about our
culture like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour. In this learned study, R.J. Snell draws
on the vast spiritual and intellectual resources
of the Christian tradition to diagnose the deep
structure of our contemporary nihilism,
exposing this demon and its far-reaching
effects with elegance and profundity and
thereby providing the weapons necessary to
slay it. This is a timely and important
book."--MICHAEL HANBY, author of No God,
No Science: Theology, Cosmology, Biology R.
J. SNELL is professor of philosophy at Eastern
University in St. Davids, PA, and executive

director of the Agora Institute for Civic Virtue
and the Common Good. His recent books
include Authentic Cosmopolitanism (with Steve
Cone) and The Perspective of Love: Natural
Law in a New Mode. He and his wife have four
young children.
Pastoral Supervision Baker Academic
Practical TheologyIgnatius Press
The Pastoral Luther Rowman & Littlefield
Intended for counsellors and spiritual directors,
this text aims to assist gay men and lesbian
women in relationships, prayer, liturgy, and in
the problems produced by their commitment
to, or rejection of, institutional religion.
A New Old Spirituality? Routledge
Presenting a rich account of women's faith
lives and, mapping women's meanings in their
own right, this book offers an alternative to
dominant accounts of faith development which
failed to account for women's experience.
Drawing on Fowler's faith development theory,
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feminist models of women's faith and social
science methodology, the text explores the
patterns and processes of women's faith
development and spirituality in a group of thirty
women belonging to, or on the edges of,
Christian tradition. Integrating practical
theological concern with Christian education
and pastoral practice, this book will be of
interest to all concerned with women's faith
development, spirituality, education and
formation, and those working in the fields of
practical theology, pastoral care, adult
theological education, spiritual direction and
counselling.
Living in Tension, 2 Volume Set
Practical Theology
Practical Theology used to be a subject
where students were left to fend for
themselves, using what they had learnt
from their scholarly studies in history,

biblical and systematic theology and
applying it where they could. Things
have moved on however and practical
theology is a growing discipline in its
own right, and the latest thinking in
practical theology; of how to use
theological learning in practical
situations, is fully explored in this
textbook. This text examines
methodologies of the social sciences
and questions how they can enable the
task of theological reflection. They begin
by tracing the development of practical
theology as a discipline and comment
on current methodological practices, and
trace the movement from practical
theology as applied theology, ie a
discipline which simply takes data from
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the other theological disciplines
(historical, systematic and biblical
theology) towards a model which
understands the practical theological
task in terms of the theology of practice.
The authors examine the relationship
between qualitative and quantitative
methods and highlight the significance
of both for the task of practical theology.
They also take the reader through the
actual process of developing and
carrying out a research project using the
author's own research as case study
examples. Case studies include: the rise
in spirituality; the decline in church
attendance, evidence-based medicine
compared to needs-led assessments,
the growth in chaplaincy and how it is

understood as separate from parish
ministry.
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