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A Companion to Pragmatism Polity
Richard Poirier, one of America's most
eminent critics, reveals in this book the
creative but mostly hidden alliance
between American pragmatism and
American poetry. He brilliantly traces
pragmatism as a philosophical and
literary practice grounded in a linguistic
skepticism that runs from Emerson and
William James to the work of Robert
Frost, Gertrude Stein, and Wallace
Stevens, and on to the cultural debates
of today. More powerfully than ever
before, Poirier shows that pragmatism
had its start in Emerson, the great
example to all his successors of how it
is possible to redeem even as you set
out to change the literature of the past.
Poirier demonstrates that
Emerson--and later William
James--were essentially philosophers
of language, and that it is language that
embodies our cultural past, an
inheritance to be struggled with, and
transformed, before being handed on to
future generations. He maintains that in
Emersonian pragmatist writing, any
loss--personal or cultural--gives way to
a quest for what he calls
"superfluousness," a kind of rhetorical
excess by which powerfully creative
individuals try to elude deprivation and
stasis. In a wide-ranging meditation on
what James called "the vague," Poirier
extols the authentic voice of
individualism, which, he argues, is
tentative and casual rather than
aggressive and dogmatic. The
concluding chapters describe the
possibilities for criticism created by this
radically different understanding of
reading and writing, which are nothing
less than a reinvention of literary
tradition itself. Poirier's discovery of this
tradition illuminates the work of many of

the most important figures in American
philosophy and poetry. His reanimation
of pragmatism also calls for a
redirection of contemporary criticism, so
that readers inside as well as outside
the academy can begin to respond to
poetic language as the source of
meaning, not to meaning as the source
of language.
The Essential Peirce Cambridge
University Press
Russell Goodman examines the
curious reemergence of pragmatism
in a field dominated in the past
decades by phenomenology, logic,
positivism, and deconstruction.
With contributions from major
contemporary and classical
thinkers such as Cornel West,
Richard Rorty, Nancy Fraser,
Charles Sanders Peirce, and Ralph
Waldo Emerson, Russell has
gathered an impressive chorus of
philosophical voices that
reexamine the origins and
complexities of neo-pragmatism.
The contributors discuss the
relationship of pragmatism and
literary theory, phenomenology,
existentialism, and the work of
Ralph Waldo Emerson. They question
the meaning of pragmatics, what it
is to be practical, and ask
provocative questions such as:
what is reading? and whether
democracy is a precondition for
the functioning of intelligence.
This work places this reemergent
and interesting neo-development in
its proper context and will
provide readers with a strong
sense of the movement's
foundations, history, and
subtlities.

The Real Metaphysical Club
Princeton University Press
A narrative about personalities and
American history is told through
the story of an informal group that
met in Cambridge, Massachusetts,
in 1872 to talk about ideas.
The Revival of Pragmatism Routledge
William James made what are called
“contributions” to the fields of psychology,
philosophy, and religious studies. But, as editor
Robert Richardson explains, just as we do not read
Thoreau, Whitman or Emerson for their professional
“contributions,” but for their continuing power to
motivate and inspire our individual personal lives, so

we can read William James to learn how to live a better
life. Richardson, author of a recent James Bio
(William James: In the Maelstrom of American
Modernism), presents a chronological collection of
some of James’ most notable writing.
Richardson’s introduction to the book covers
James’ life and development, preparing the reader
to track both through the volume’s essays. The
short introductions to each essay provide context for
the piece and reflect on its impact and continuing
relevance.

The Metaphysical Club Oxford University
Press, USA
Argues that outdated institutional structures
and higher educational philosophies are
negatively contrasting with significant changes
in today's faculties and student bodies with a
result that higher education is more
competitive and less applicable, in a critical
report that recommends what practices should
be salvaged or discarded. 30,000 first printing.
Pragmatism Vintage
Pragmatist Egalitarianism' argues that a deep
impasse plagues philosophical egalitarianism. It
sets forth a conception of equality rooted in
American pragmatist thought-specifically William
James, John Dewey, and Richard Rorty-that
successfully mediates that impasse.

Environmental Pragmatism Oxford
University Press
Presents a history of the American
philosophical tradition of pragmatism from
its inception in the Metaphysical Club
(Cambridge, MA) of the 1870s to present.
The American Evasion of Philosophy Harvard
University Press
In this comprehensive introduction, Albert Spencer
presents a new story of the origins and
development of American pragmatism, from its
emergence through the interaction of European and
Indigenous American cultures to its contemporary
status as a diverse, vibrant, and contested global
philosophy. Spencer explores the intellectual
legacies of American pragmatism’s founders,
Peirce and James, but also those of newly
canonical figures such as Addams, Anzaldúa,
Cordova, DuBois, and others crucial to its
development. He presents the diversity of
pragmatisms, old and new, by weaving together
familiar and unfamiliar authors through shared
themes, such as fallibilism, meliorism, pluralism,
verification, and hope. Throughout, Spencer
reveals American pragmatism's engagement with
the consequences of US political hegemony, as
versions of pragmatism arise in response to both
the tragic legacies and the complicated benefits of
colonialism. American Pragmatism is an
indispensable guide for undergraduate students
taking courses in pragmatism or American
philosophy, for scholars wishing to develop their
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understanding of this thriving philosophical
tradition, or for curious readers interested in the
genealogy of American thought.
Pragmatism and Classical American
Philosophy Macmillan
The Metaphysical Club is the winner of the
2002 Pulitzer Prize for History. A riveting,
original book about the creation of modern
American thought. The Metaphysical Club was
an informal group that met in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, in 1872, to talk about ideas. Its
members included Oliver Well Holmes, Jr.,
future associate justice of the United States
Supreme Court; William James, the father of
modern American psychology; and Charles
Sanders Peirce, logician, scientist, and the
founder of semiotics. The Club was probably
in existence for about nine months. No records
were kept. The one thing we know that came
out of it was an idea -- an idea about ideas.
This book is the story of that idea. Holmes,
James, and Peirce all believed that ideas are
not things "out there" waiting to be discovered
but are tools people invent -- like knives and
forks and microchips -- to make their way in
the world. They thought that ideas are
produced not by individuals, but by groups of
individuals -- that ideas are social. They do not
develop according to some inner logic of their
own but are entirely depent -- like germs -- on
their human carriers and environment. And
they thought that the survival of any idea deps
not on its immutability but on its adaptability.
The Metaphysical Club is written in the spirit
of this idea about ideas. It is not a history of
philosophy but an absorbing narrative about
personalities and social history, a story about
America. It begins with the Civil War and s in
1919 with Justice Holmes's dissenting opinion
in the case of U.S. v. Abrams-the basis for the
constitutional law of free speech. The first four
sections of the book focus on Holmes, James,
Peirce, and their intellectual heir, John Dewey.
The last section discusses some of the
fundamental twentieth-century ideas they are
associated with. This is a book about a way of
thinking that changed American life.
American Philosophy Createspace
Independent Publishing Platform
Although long considered the most
distinctive American contribution to
philosophy, pragmatism—with its problem-
solving emphasis and its contingent view of
truth—lost popularity in mid-century after
the advent of World War II, the horror of
the Holocaust, and the dawning of the Cold
War. Since the 1960s, however,
pragmatism in many guises has again
gained prominence, finding congenial
places to flourish within growing
intellectual movements. This volume of
new essays brings together leading
philosophers, historians, legal scholars,
social thinkers, and literary critics to
examine the far-reaching effects of this

revival. As the twenty-five intellectuals who
take part in this discussion show,
pragmatism has become a complex terrain
on which a rich variety of contemporary
debates have been played out. Contributors
such as Richard Rorty, Stanley Cavell,
Nancy Fraser, Robert Westbrook, Hilary
Putnam, and Morris Dickstein trace
pragmatism’s cultural and intellectual
evolution, consider its connection to
democracy, and discuss its complex
relationship to the work of Emerson,
Nietzsche, and Wittgenstein. They show the
influence of pragmatism on black
intellectuals such as W. E. B. Du Bois,
explore its view of poetic language, and
debate its effects on social science, history,
and jurisprudence. Also including essays by
critics of the revival such as Alan Wolfe
and John Patrick Diggins, the volume
concludes with a response to the whole
collection from Stanley Fish. Including an
extensive bibliography, this
interdisciplinary work provides an in-depth
and broadly gauged introduction to
pragmatism, one that will be crucial for
understanding the shape of the
transformations taking place in the
American social and philosophical scene at
the end of the twentieth century.
Contributors. Richard Bernstein, David
Bromwich, Ray Carney, Stanley Cavell,
Morris Dickstein, John Patrick Diggins,
Stanley Fish, Nancy Fraser, Thomas C.
Grey, Giles Gunn, Hans Joas, James T.
Kloppenberg, David Luban, Louis Menand,
Sidney Morgenbesser, Richard Poirier,
Richard A. Posner, Ross Posnock, Hilary
Putnam, Ruth Anna Putnam, Richard Rorty,
Michel Rosenfeld, Richard H. Weisberg,
Robert B. Westbrook, Alan Wolfe
As We Know John Wiley & Sons
A Companion to Pragmatism, comprised of 38
newly commissioned essays, provides
comprehensive coverage of one of the most vibrant
and exciting fields of philosophy today. Unique in
depth and coverage of classical figures and their
philosophies as well as pragmatism as a living
force in philosophy. Chapters include discussions
on philosophers such as John Dewey, Jürgen
Habermas and Hilary Putnam.
Praxis and Action Cambridge University Press
When Discovering Modernism was first published,
it shed new and welcome light on the birth of
Modernism. This reissue of Menand's classic
intellectual history of T.S. Eliot and the singular
role he played in the rise of literary modernism
features an updated Afterword by the author, as
well as a detailed critical appraisal of the
progression of Eliot's career as a poet and critic.
The new Afterword was adapted from Menand's
critically lauded essay on Eliot in The Cambridge
History of Literary Criticism, Volume Seven:
Modernism and the New Criticism. Menand shows
how Eliot's early views on literary value and

authenticity, and his later repudiation of those
views, reflect the profound changes regarding the
understanding of literature and its significance that
occurred in the early part of the twentieth century.
It will prove an eye-opening study for readers with
an interest in the writings of T.S. Eliot and other
luminaries of the Modernist era.

W. W. Norton & Company
This volume presents Price's distinctive
version of the traditional
representationalism/naturalism
combination, with commentary by four
other major figures.
American Pragmatism University of
Pennsylvania Press
From the Introduction: This inquiry is
concerned with the themes of praxis and action
in four philosophic movements: Marxism,
existentialism, pragmatism, and analytic
philosophy. It is rare that these four
movements are considered in a single inquiry,
for there are profound differences of emphasis,
focus, terminology, and approach represented
by these styles of thought. Many philosophers
believe that similarities among these
movements are superficial and that a close
examination of them will reveal only
hopelessly unbridgeable cleavages. While
respecting the genuine fundamental differences
of these movements, this inquiry is undertaken
in the spirit of showing that there are important
common themes and motifs in what first
appears to be a chaotic babble of voices. I
intend to show that the concern with man as an
agent has been a primary focal point of each of
these movements and further that each
contributes something permanent and
important to our understanding of the nature
and context of human activity.
Telling the Truth about History Indiana
University Press
Based on the work of William James on
Pragmatism Method, this book deals with the
question : What Pragmatism Means?"The
pragmatic method is primarily a method of settling
metaphysical disputes that otherwise might be
interminable. Is the world one or many? - fated or
free? - material or spiritual? - here are notions
either of which may or may not hold good of the
world; and disputes over such notions are
unending. The pragmatic method is to try to
interpret each notion by tracing its respective
practical consequences. What difference would it
practically make to any one if this notion rather
than that one were true? If no practical difference
whatever can be traced, then the alternatives mean
practically the same thing, and all dispute is idle.
Whenever a dispute is serious, we ought to be able
to show some practical difference that must follow
from one side or the other's being right..."

The Metaphysical Club Vanderbilt
University Press
Praise for Volume 1: "... a first-rate edition,
which supersedes all other portable
Peirces.... all the Peirce most people will
ever need." —Louis Menand, The New York
Review of Books Volume 2 of this
convenient two-volume chronological
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reader’s edition provides the first
comprehensive anthology of the brilliant
American thinker Charles Sanders Peirce’s
mature philosophy. A central focus of
Volume 2 is Peirce’s evolving theory of
signs and its appplication to his pragmatism.
Discovering Modernism Oxford
University Press, USA
A student's guide to the historical context,
key thinkers and central themes of
pragmatism, a concept central to American
philosophy.
America in Theory Univ of Wisconsin Press
The writings of William James represent one of
America's most original contributions to the
history of ideas. Ranging from philosophy and
psychology to religion and politics, James
composed the most engaging formulation of
American pragmatism. 'Pragmatism' grew out of a
set of lectures and the full text is included here
along with 'The Meaning of Truth', 'Psychology',
'The Will to Believe', and 'Talks to Teachers on
Psychology'.
The Future of Academic Freedom JHU Press
"An annotated edition of John Dewey's work
of democratic theory, first published in 1927.
Includes a substantive introduction and
bibliographical essay"--Provided by publisher.
The Metaphysical Club John Wiley & Sons
A comprehensive account of pragmatism and
classical American philosophy. This book presents
writings of the major philosophers of this tradition:
Charles S. Peirce, William James, Josiah Royce,
George Santayana, John Dewey and George
Herbert Mead.
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