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the vocab from the crucible in the
Prentice Hall Literature book. Key
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predilection. n. preexisting preference.
ingratiating. adj. charming or flattering.
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The Crucible is based on real events
that took place in Salem,
Massachusetts, in 1692. As the play
begins, the author provides some
background information about the
setting, the characters, and their
mindsets, before the characters start to
speak. The author also draws some
comparisons between the events in
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The Crucible, Act IV Literary Analysis
Theme A theme is the central idea or
insight into life that a writer strives to
convey in a work of literature. Like most
longer works, The Crucible has several
themes. One theme is that fear and
suspicion are infectious and can turn into
mass hysteria. Miller also touches upon
the destructive
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