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Introduction to the NFIP, Guide to Answers
to Questions About the National Flood
Insurance Program, (ERRATA). FEMA
When in doubt, throw it out. Don't risk
injury or infection. 2: Ask for help. Many
people can do a lot of the cleanup and repairs
discussed in this book. But if you have
technical questions or do not feel
comfortable doing something, get
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professional help. If there is a federal disaster

Answers to Questions About the NFIP

declaration, a telephone "hotline" will often be |_ulu.com

publicized to provide information about
public, private, and voluntary agency
programs to help you recover from the flood.
Government disaster programs are there to
help you, the taxpayer. You're paying for
them; check them out. 3: Floodproof. Itis
very likely that your home will be flooded
again someday. Floodproofing means using
materials and practices that will prevent or
minimize flood damage in the future. Many
floodproofing techniques are inexpensive or
can be easily incorporated into your
rebuilding program. You can save a lot of
money by floodproofing as you repair and
rebuild (see Step 8).

National Flood Insurance Program:

Questions And Answers Nfip

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency's (FEMA) Federal Insurance and
Mitigation Administration (FIMA) manages
the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP), which is a cornerstone in the U.S.
strategy to assist communities to prepare
for, mitigate against, and recover from
flood disasters. The NFIP was established
by Congress with passage of the National
Flood Insurance Act in 1968, to help
reduce future flood damages through NFIP
community floodplain regulation that
would control development in flood hazard
areas, provide insurance for a premium to
property owners, and reduce federal
expenditures for disaster assistance. The
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flood insurance is available only to owners ofa flood protection system which consists of a levees, flood risk communication efforts, and

insurable property located in communities

levee, or levees, and associated structures,

the concept of shared responsibility. The

that participate in the NFIP. Currently, the such as closure and drainage devices, which principal conclusions and recommendations
are constructed and operated in accordance are highlighted in this report.

program has 5,555,915 million policies in
21,881 communities3 across the United
States. The NFIP defines the one percent

with sound engineering practices.
Recognizing the need for improving the

annual chance flood (100-year or base flood) NFIP's treatment of levees, FEMA officials

floodplain as a Special Flood Hazard Area
(SFHA). The SFHA is delineated on
FEMA's Flood Insurance Rate Maps
(FIRM's) using topographic, meteorologic,
hydrologic, and hydraulic information.
Property owners with a federally back
mortgage within the SFHAs are required to
purchase and retain flood insurance, called
the mandatory flood insurance purchase
requirement (MPR). Levees and floodwalls,
hereafter referred to as levees, have been
part of flood management in the United
States since the late 1700's because they are
relatively easy to build and a reasonable
infrastructure investment. A levee is a man-
made structure, usually an earthen
embankment, designed and constructed in
accordance with sound engineering
practices to contain, control, or divert the
flow of water so as to provide protection

approached the National Research
Council's (NRC) Water Science and
Technology Board (WSTB) and requested
this study. The NRC responded by forming
the ad hoc Committee on Levee and the
National Flood Insurance Program:
Improving Policies and Practices, charged
to examine current FEMA treatment of
levees within the NFIP and provide advice
on how those levee-elated policies and
activities could be improved. The study
addressed four broad areas, risk analysis,
flood insurance, risk reduction, and risk
communication, regarding how levees are
considered in the NFIP. Specific issues
within these areas include current risk
analysis and mapping procedures behind
accredited and non-accredited levees, flood
insurance pricing and the mandatory flood
insurance purchase requirement, mitigation

Nat i onal Fl ood | nsurance
Program Answers to Questions
about the NFIP. D no Lingo
The purpose of this hone
study course is to enhance
t he knowl edge and skills of
| ocal officials responsible
for adm ni stering and
enforcing | ocal floodplain
managenent regul ations. It
al so i ntended to broaden

t hei r under standi ng of

f 1 oodpl ai n managenent
strategies that can be
applied at the local I|evel.
Floodplain Management National
Academies Press

When Congress authorized the
National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) in 1968, it intended for the
program to encourage community
initiatives in flood risk management,
charge insurance premiums consistent

S

from temporary flooding. A levee system is options to reduce risk for communities with with actuarial pricing principles, and
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encourage the purchase of flood propose a draft affordability framework Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

insurance by owners of flood prone for the NFIP after completing an
properties, in part, by offering affordable analysis of the efforts of possible
premiums. The NFIP has been programs for offering "means-tested

reauthorized many times since 1968,  assistance" to policyholders for whom
most recently with the Biggert-Waters  higher rates may not be affordable. BW
Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012 2012 and HFIAA 2014 mandated that

(BW 2012). In this most recent FEMA conduct a study, in cooperation
reauthorization, Congress placed a with the National Academies of
particular emphasis on setting flood Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine,

insurance premiums following actuarial which would compare the costs of a
pricing principles, which was motivated program of risk-based rates and means-
by a desire to ensure future revenues tested assistance to the current system
were adequate to pay claims and of subsidized flood insurance rates and
administrative expenses. BW 2012 was federally funded disaster relief for
designed to move the NFIP towards risk-people without coverage. Production of
based premiums for all flood insurance two reports was agreed upon to fulfill
policies. The result was to be increased this mandate. This second report
premiums for some policyholders that proposes alternative approaches for a
had been paying less than NFIP risk-  national evaluation of affordability

based premiums and to possibly program policy options and includes
increase premiums for all policyholders. lessons for the design of a national
Recognition of this possibility and study from a proof-of-concept pilot
concern for the affordability of flood study.

insurance is reflected in sections of the Questions and Answers on the National
Homeowner Flood Insurance Flood Insurance Program National

Affordability Act of 2014 (HFIAA 2014). Academies Press

. The National Flood Insurance Program
These sections called on FEMA to (NFIP) is housed within the Federal
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and offers insurance policies that are
marketed and sold through private
insurers, but with the risks borne by the
U.S. federal government. NFIP's primary
goals are to ensure affordable insurance
premiums, secure widespread community
participation in the program, and earn
premium and fee income that covers
claims paid and program expenses over
time. In July 2012, the U.S. Congress
passed the Biggert-Waters Flood
Insurance Reform and Modernization Act
(Biggert-Waters 2012), designed to move
toward an insurance program with NFIP
risk-based premiums that better reflected
expected losses from floods at insured
properties. This eliminated policies priced
at what the NFIP called "pre-FIRM
subsidized" and "grandfathered." As
Biggert-Waters 2012 went into effect,
constituents from multiple communities
expressed concerns about the elimination
of lower rate classes, arguing that it
created a financial burden on policy
holders. In response to these concerns
Congress passed The Homeowner Flood
Insurance Affordability Act of 2014
(HFIAA 2014). The 2014 legislation
changed the process by which pre-FIRM
subsidized premiums for primary
residences would be removed and
reinstated grandfathering. As part of that
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legislation, FEMA must report back to
Congress with a draft affordability

framework. Affordablllty of National Flood Questions and Answers Createspace

Insurance Program Premiums: Report 1 is Independent Pub

the first part of a two-part study to
provide input as FEMA prepares their

discusses the underlying definitions and
methods for an affordability framework
and the affordability concept and
applications. Affordability of National

an overview of the demand for insurance
and the history of the NFIP premium
setting. The report then describes
alternatives for determining when the

unaffordable.

Answers to Questions About
Substantially Damaged Buildings
Government Printing Office

The NFIP is a federal program

Intended to acquaint the public with the
National Flood Insurance Program

draft affordability framework. This report (NFIP). It is designed for readers who do
not need a detailed history or refined
technical or legal explanations, but do
need a basic understanding of the
program & the answers to some

Flood Insurance Program Premiums gives frequently asked questions. Includes:
introduction to the NFIP; flood insurance
information for prospective buyers;
coverage; filing a flood insurance claim;
floodplain management requirements;
premium increases resulting from Biggert- flood hazard assessments & mapping
Waters 2012 would make flood insurance requirements; NFIP address & phone
directory; list of available publications; &
address for obtaining CRS coordinator's

Managing Floodplain Development
Through the National Flood Insurance

created by Congress to mitigate future Program Crown

flood losses nationwide through
community-enforced flooding and
zoning ordinances and to provide

flood insurance protection for

property owners. This booklet
answers many of the questions about
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When Congress authorized the
National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) in 1968, it intended for the
access to affordable, federally backed program to encourage community
initiatives in flood risk management,
charge insurance premiums consistent
with actuarial pricing principles, and
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the program, what it covers, and how it encourage the purchase of flood

insurance by owners of flood prone
properties, in part, by offering
affordable premiums. The NFIP has
been reauthorized many times since
1968, most recently with the Biggert-
Waters Flood Insurance Reform Act of
2012 (BW 2012). In this most recent
reauthorization, Congress placed a
particular emphasis on setting flood
insurance premiums following actuarial
pricing principles, which was
motivated by a desire to ensure future
revenues were adequate to pay claims
and administrative expenses. BW 2012
was designed to move the NFIP
towards risk-based premiums for all
flood insurance policies. The result
was to be increased premiums for
some policyholders that had been
paying less than NFIP risk-based
premiums and to possibly increase
premiums for all policyholders.
Recognition of this possibility and
concern for the affordability of flood
insurance is reflected in sections of
the Homeowner Flood Insurance
Affordability Act of 2014 (HFIAA
2014). These sections called on FEMA
to propose a draft affordability
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framework for the NFIP after

tested assistance" to policyholders for
whom higher rates may not be
affordable. BW 2012 and HFIAA 2014
mandated that FEMA conduct a study,
in cooperation with the National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering,
and Medicine, which would compare
the costs of a program of risk-based
rates and means-tested assistance to
the current system of subsidized flood
iInsurance rates and federally funded
disaster relief for people without
coverage. Production of two reports
was agreed upon to fulfill this
mandate. This second report proposes
alternative approaches for a national
evaluation of affordability program
policy options and includes lessons for
the design of a national study from a
proof-of-concept pilot study.

Kat jewografik National Academies Press
Prepared by the Interagency Task Force
on Floodplain Management. Includes
National Flood Insurance Program.

Flood-proofing Regulations National
Academies Press
The William and Flora Hewlett
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Foundation, understanding the need Affordability of National Flood
completing an analysis of the efforts of for policy makers at the national
possible programs for offering "means- |evel to entrain the behavioral and

social sciences in addressing the
challenges of global climate change,
called on the National Research
Council to organize two workshops
to showcase some of the decision-
relevant contributions that these
sciences have already made and can
advance with future efforts. The
workshops focused on two broad
areas: (1) mitigation (behavioral
elements of a strategy to reduce
the net future human influence on
climate) and (2) adaptation
(behavioral and social determinants
of societal capacity to minimize the
damage from climate changes that
are not avoided). Facilitating
Climate Change Responses
documents the information
presented in the workshop
presentations and discussions. This
material illustrates some of the
ways the behavioral and social
sciences can contribute to the new
era of climate research.
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Insurance Program Premiums DIANE
Publishing

The United States will certainly be
subject to damaging earthquakes in
the future. Some of these earthquakes
will occur in highly populated and
vulnerable areas. Coping with
moderate earthquakes is not a reliable
indicator of preparedness for a major
earthquake in a populated area. The
recent, disastrous, magnitude-9
earthquake that struck northern Japan
demonstrates the threat that
earthquakes pose. Moreover, the
cascading nature of impacts-the
earthquake causing a tsunami, cutting
electrical power supplies, and
stopping the pumps needed to cool
nuclear reactors-demonstrates the
potential complexity of an earthquake
disaster. Such compound disasters can
strike any earthquake-prone populated
area. National Earthquake Resilience
presents a roadmap for increasing our
national resilience to earthquakes.
The National Earthquake Hazards
Reduction Program (NEHRP) is the
multi-agency program mandated by
Congress to undertake activities to
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reduce the effects of future
earthquakes in the United States. The
National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST)-the lead NEHRP
agency-commissioned the National
Research Council (NRC) to develop a
roadmap for earthquake hazard and

National Earthquake Resilience is

written primarily for the NEHRP, it
also speaks to a broader audience of
policy makers, earth scientists, and
emergency managers.

Mortgage Lenders and the National
Flood Insurance Program National

risk reduction in the United States that Academies Press

would be based on the goals and
objectives for achieving national
earthquake resilience described in the
2008 NEHRP Strategic Plan. National
Earthquake Resilience does this by
assessing the activities and costs that
would be required for the nation to
achieve earthquake resilience in 20
years. National Earthquake Resilience
interprets resilience broadly to
incorporate engineering/science
(physical), social/economic
(behavioral), and institutional
(governing) dimensions. Resilience
encompasses both pre-disaster
preparedness activities and post-
disaster response. In combination,
these will enhance the robustness of
communities in all earthquake-
vulnerable regions of our nation so
that they can function adequately

A flooding river is very hard to
stop. Many residents of the United
States have discovered this the
hard way. Right now, over five
million Americans hold flood
insurance policies from the National
Flood Insurance Program, which
estimates that flooding causes at
least six billion dollars in damages
every year. Like rivers after a
rainstorm, the financial costs are
rising along with the toll on
residents. And the worst is
probably yet to come. Most
scientists believe that global
climate change will result in
increases in flooding. The authors
of this book present a
straightforward argument: the time

before it floods. Floodplain
Management outlines a new
paradigm for flood management, one
that emphasizes cost-effective, long-
term success by integrating
physical, chemical, and biological
systems with our societal
capabilities. It describes our
present flood management
practices, which are often based on
dam or levee projects that do not
incorporate the latest
understandings about river
processes. And it suggests that a
better solution is to work with the
natural tendencies of the river:
retreat from the floodplain by
preventing future development (and
sometimes even removing existing
structures); accommodate the
effects of floodwaters with building
practices; and protect assets with
nonstructural measures if possible,
and with large structural projects
only if absolutely necessary.

Affordability of National Flood
Insurance Program Premiums Island

following damaging earthquakes. While 0 Stop a flooding rivers is before is press
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Alluvial fans are gently sloping, fan-
shaped landforms common at the base
of mountain ranges in arid and
semiarid regions such as the American
West. Floods on alluvial fans, although
characterized by relatively shallow
depths, strike with little if any
warning, can travel at extremely high
velocities, and can carry a tremendous
amount of sediment and debris. Such
flooding presents unique problems to
federal and state planners in terms of
quantifying flood hazards, predicting
the magnitude at which those hazards
can be expected at a particular
location, and devising reliable
mitigation strategies. Alluvial Fan
Flooding attempts to improve our
capability to determine whether areas
are subject to alluvial fan flooding and
provides a practical perspective on
how to make such a determination.
The book presents criteria for

Emergency Management Agency,
which is primarily responsible for
floodplain mapping, and for state and
local decisionmakers involved in flood
hazard reduction.

The National Flood Insurance Program

FEMA
The NFIP is a Federal program

created by Congress to mitigate future

flood losses nationwide through
sound, community-enforced building
and zoning ordinances and to provide
access to affordable, federally backed
flood insurance protection for
property owners. The NFIP is
designed to provide an insurance
alternative to disaster assistance to
meet the escalating costs of repairing
damage to buildings and their contents
caused by floods. Participation in the
NFIP is based on an agreement
between local communities and the
Federal Government that states that if

determining whether an area is subject a community will adopt and enforce a

to flooding and provides examples of
applying the definition and criteria to
real situations in Arizona, California,
New Mexico, Utah, and elsewhere.
The volume also contains
recommendations for the Federal
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floodplain management ordinance to
reduce future flood risks to new
construction in Special Flood Hazard
Areas (SFHAS), the Federal
Government will make flood insurance
available within the community as a

Questions And Answers Nfip

financial protection against flood
losses.

The Immortal Life of Henrietta
Lacks FEMA

This book is intended to acquaint
the public with the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP). Despite
the highly technical nature of the
Program, there has been a
deliberate effort to minimize the
use of technical terms. This
publication is designed for readers
who do not need a detailed history
or refined technical or legal
explanations, but who do need a
basic understanding of the Program
and the answers to some frequently
asked questions. Readers who need
legal definitions should refer to the
Standard Flood Insurance Policy
(SFIP) and to NFIP and related
regulations. The information
provided herein is as current as
possible, but changes in the NFIP
are made periodically. Readers can
obtain the most up-to-date
insurance data by using the contact
information at the back of the book.
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The NFIP is a Federal program
created by Congress to mitigate
future flood losses nationwide

to provide access to affordable,
federally backed flood insurance

NFIP is designed to provide an
insurance alternative to disaster
assistance to meet the escalating
costs of repairing damage to
buildings and their contents caused
by floods. Participation in the NFIP
Is based on an agreement between
local communities and the Federal
Government that states that if a
community will adopt and enforce a
floodplain management ordinance to
reduce future flood risks to new
construction in Special Flood

Government will make flood
insurance available within the

against flood losses. For decades,
the national response to flood
disasters was generally limited to

Page 8/9

constructing flood-control works
such as dams, levees, seawalls, and
the like, and providing disaster
through sound, community-enforced relief to flood victims. This

building and zoning ordinances and approach, however, did not reduce
losses, nor did it discourage unwise
development. In some instances, it
protection for property owners. The may have actually encouraged
additional development. To
compound the problem, due to its
high risk and seasonal nature,
Insurance companies were not able
to provide affordable flood
insurance coverage. In light of
mounting flood losses and
escalating costs of disaster relief to
the taxpayers, the U.S. Congress
created the NFIP. The intent was to
reduce future flood damage through
community floodplain management
ordinances, and provide protection
Hazard Areas (SFHAS), the Federal for property owners against
potential losses through an
iInsurance mechanism that requires
community as a financial protection a premium to be paid for the

protection.

National Flood Insurance Program DIANE ‘

Publishing
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#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER -

* The story of modern medicine and
bioethics—and, indeed, race relations—is
refracted beautifully, and

movingly.” —Entertainment Weekly NOW A
MAJOR MOTION PICTURE FROM HBO[
STARRING OPRAH WINFREY AND ROSE
BYRNE ¢« ONE OF THE “ MOST
INFLUENTIAL” (CNN), “ DEFINING”
(LITHUB), AND “ BEST” (THE
PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER) BOOKS OF
THE DECADE « ONE OF ESSENCE’ S 50
MOST IMPACTFUL BLACK BOOKS OF
THE PAST 50 YEARS « WINNER OF
THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE HEARTLAND
PRIZE FOR NONFICTION NAMED ONE
OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
The New York Times Book Review ¢
Entertainment Weekly « O: The Oprah
Magazine « NPR ¢ Financial Times »
New York ¢ Independent (U.K.) » Times
(U.K.) « Publishers Weekly ¢ Library
Journal « Kirkus Reviews ¢ Booklist ¢
Globe and Mail Her name was Henrietta
Lacks, but scientists know her as Hel a.
She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer
who worked the same land as her slave
ancestors, yet her cells—taken without her
knowledge—became one of the most
important tools in medicine: The first

“ immortal” human cells grown in culture,
which are still alive today, though she has
been dead for more than sixty years.
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HeLa cells were vital for developing the Intimate in feeling, astonishing in scope,
polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of and impossible to put down, The Immortal
cancer, viruses, and the atom bomb’ s Life of Henrietta Lacks captures the
effects; helped lead to important advances beauty and drama of scientific discovery,
like in vitro fertilization, cloning, and gene as well as its human consequences.

mapping; and have been bought and sold  National Flood Insurance Program:
by the billions. Yet Henrietta Lacks Answers to Questions About the
remains virtually unknown, buried in an NEIP DIANE Publishing Inc

unmarked grave. Henrietta’ s family did . . .
not learn of her * immortality” until more Provides information on FEMA

than twenty years after her death, when regulations and policy on
scientists investigating HeLa began using Substantial improvement as it

her husband and children in research applies to damaged structures.

without informed consent. And though the E|ood Insurance Claims Handbook
cells had launched a multimillion-dollar

industry that sells human biological
materials, her family never saw any of the
profits. As Rebecca Skloot so brilliantly
shows, the story of the Lacks family—past
and present—is inextricably connected to
the dark history of experimentation on
African Americans, the birth of bioethics,
and the legal battles over whether we
control the stuff we are made of. Over the
decade it took to uncover this story,
Rebecca became enmeshed in the lives of
the Lacks family—especially Henrietta’ s
daughter Deborah. Deborah was
consumed with questions: Had scientists
cloned her mother? Had they killed her to
harvest her cells? And if her mother was
so important to medicine, why couldn’ t
her children afford health insurance?

National Earthquake Resilience

Questions and Answers on the National
Flood Insurance Program
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