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Brief Notes from the
Hills Penguin
While John McPhee was
working on his previous
book, Rising from the
Plains, he happened to
walk by the engineering
building at the University
of Wyoming, where
words etched in
limestone said: "Strive
on--the control of Nature
is won, not given." In the
morning sunlight, that
central phrase--"the
control of
nature"--seemed to
sparkle with unintended
ambiguity. Bilateral,
symmetrical, it could with

equal speed travel in
opposite directions. For
some years, he had been
planning a book about
places in the world where
people have been
engaged in all-out battles
with nature, about (in the
words of the book itself)
"any struggle against
natural forces--heroic or
venal, rash or well
advised--when human
beings conscript
themselves to fight
against the earth, to take
what is not given, to rout
the destroying enemy, to
surround the base of Mt.
Olympus demanding and
expecting the surrender
of the gods." His interest
had first been sparked
when he went into the
Atchafalaya--the largest
river swamp in North
America--and had learned
that virtually all of its
waters were metered and

rationed by a U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers'
project called Old River
Control. In the natural
cycles of the Mississippi's
deltaic plain, the time had
come for the Mississippi
to change course, to shift
its mouth more than a
hundred miles and go
down the Atchafalaya,
one of its distributary
branches. The United
States could not afford
that--for New Orleans,
Baton Rouge, and all the
industries that lie
between would be cut off
from river commerce with
the rest of the nation. At
a place called Old River,
the Corps therefore had
built a great
fortress--part dam, part
valve--to restrain the
flow of the Atchafalaya
and compel the
Mississippi to stay where
it is. In Iceland, in 1973,
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an island split open
without warning and huge
volumes of lava began
moving in the direction of
a harbor scarcely half a
mile away. It was not only
Iceland's premier fishing
port (accounting for a
large percentage of
Iceland's export
economy) but it was also
the only harbor along the
nation's southern coast.
As the lava threatened to
fill the harbor and wipe it
out, a physicist named
Thorbjorn Sigurgeirsson
suggested a way to fight
against the flowing red
rock--initiating an all-out
endeavor unique in human
history. On the big island
of Hawaii, one of the
world's two must eruptive
hot spots, people are not
unmindful of the Icelandic
example. McPhee went to
Hawaii to talk with them
and to walk beside the
edges of a molten lake
and incandescent rivers.
Some of the more
expensive real estate in
Los Angeles is up against
mountains that are rising
and disintegrating as
rapidly as any in the
world. After a complex
coincidence of natural
events, boulders will flow
out of these mountains
like fish eggs, mixed with
mud, sand, and smaller
rocks in a cascading mass
known as debris flow.

Plucking up trees and
cars, bursting through
doors and windows, filling
up houses to their eaves,
debris flows threaten the
lives of people living in
and near Los Angeles'
famous canyons. At
extraordinary expense
the city has built a
hundred and fifty stadium-
like basins in a daring
effort to catch the debris.
Taking us deep into these
contested territories,
McPhee details the
strategies and tactics
through which people
attempt to control nature.
Most striking in his vivid
depiction of the main
contestants: nature in
complex and awesome
guises, and those who
would attempt to wrest
control from
her--stubborn, often
ingenious, and always
arresting characters.
Rain Before Rainbows Farrar,
Straus and Giroux
"Should appeal to all rugged
individualists who dream of
escape to the forest."—The
New York Times Book Review
Sam Gribley is terribly
unhappy living in New York
City with his family, so he runs
away to the Catskill Mountains
to live in the woods—all by
himself. With only a penknife,
a ball of cord, forty dollars, and
some flint and steel, he
intends to survive on his own.
Sam learns about courage,
danger, and independence
during his year in the

wilderness, a year that changes
his life forever. “An
extraordinary book . . . It will be
read year after year.” —The
Horn Book
Into the Wild Tor Teen
Rain in the Mountains brings
together some of Ruskin Bond’s
most beautiful works from his
years spent in the foothills of the
Himalayas in the town of
Mussoorie. Through vivid images
and lucid writing, Bond evokes
the everyday sights and sounds,
and captures the essence of
mountain life. The musings on his
natural habitat, in both prose and
poetry, offer a view of that simple
and affable world. Some of his
writings featured in the book are
‘Once Upon a Mountain
Time’, ‘Sounds I Like to
Hear’, ‘How Far Is the
River’ and ‘After the
Monsoon’. Rain in the
Mountains will transport the
reader into the quiet world of the
mountains, lit with an eternal
charm.
A Book of Simple Living
Vintage
Longtime residents of the
Sonoran Desert, the Tohono
O'odham people have spent
centuries living off the
land—a land that most
modern citizens of southern
Arizona consider totally
inhospitable. Ethnobotanist
Gary Nabhan has lived with
the Tohono O'odham, long
known as the Papagos,
observing the delicate balance
between these people and
their environment. Bringing
O'odham voices to the page at
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every turn, he writes elegantly
of how they husband scant
water supplies, grow crops,
and utilize wild edible foods.
Woven through his account
are coyote tales, O'odham
children's impressions of the
desert, and observations on
the political problems that
come with living on both sides
of an international border.
Whether visiting a sacred cave
in the Baboquivari Mountains
or attending a saguaro wine-
drinking ceremony, Nabhan
conveys the everyday life and
extraordinary perseverance of
these desert people in a book
that has become a
contemporary classic of
environmental literature.
All the Pretty Horses
Vintage
"Astonishing...With
the intensity of a
perfect balance
between the mythic
and the real, The
Rain Heron keeps
turning and twisting,
taking you to
unexpected places. A
deeply emotional and
satisfying read.
Beautifully written."
--Jeff VanderMeer,
author of Borne. One
of LitHub's Most
Anticipated Books of
2021. A gripping
novel of myth,
environment,
adventure, and an
unlikely friendship,

from an award-winning
Australian author Ren
lives alone on the
remote frontier of a
country devastated by
a coup d'état. High
on the forested
slopes, she survives
by hunting, farming,
trading, and
forgetting the
contours of what was
once a normal life.
But her quiet
stability is
disrupted when an
army unit, led by a
young female soldier,
comes to the
mountains on
government orders in
search of a legendary
creature called the
rain heron—a
mythical, dangerous,
form-shifting bird
with the ability to
change the weather.
Ren insists that the
bird is simply a
story, yet the
soldier will not be
deterred, forcing
them both into a
gruelling quest.
Spellbinding and
immersive, Robbie
Arnott’s The Rain
Heron is an
astounding, mythical
exploration of human
resilience, female
friendship, and
humankind’s
precarious

relationship to
nature. As Ren and
the soldier hunt for
the heron, a bond
between them forms,
and the painful
details of Ren’s
former life emerge—a
life punctuated by
loss, trauma, and a
second, equally
magical and dangerous
creature. Slowly,
Ren's and the
soldier’s lives
entwine, unravel, and
ultimately erupt in a
masterfully crafted
ending in which both
women are forced to
confront their
biggest fears—and
regrets. Robbie
Arnott, one of
Australia’s most
acclaimed young
novelists, sews magic
into reality with a
steady, confident
hand. Bubbling with
rare imagination and
ambition, The Rain
Heron is an
emotionally charged
and dazzling novel,
one that asks timely
yet eternal questions
about environment,
friendship,
nationality, and the
myths that bind us.
Across Time & Terrain
in the Pacific
Northwest RH Childrens
Books
This stunning fantasy
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inspired by Chinese
folklore is a companion
novel to Starry River
of the Sky and the New
York Times bestselling
and National Book Award
finalist When the Sea
Turned to Silver In the
valley of Fruitless
mountain, a young girl
named Minli lives in a
ramshackle hut with her
parents. In the
evenings, her father
regales her with old
folktales of the Jade
Dragon and the Old Man
on the Moon, who knows
the answers to all of
life's questions.
Inspired by these
stories, Minli sets off
on an extraordinary
journey to find the Old
Man on the Moon to ask
him how she can change
her family's fortune.
She encounters an
assorted cast of
characters and magical
creatures along the
way, including a dragon
who accompanies her on
her quest for the
ultimate answer. Grace
Lin, author of the
beloved Year of the Dog
and Year of the Rat
returns with a wondrous
story of adventure,
faith, and friendship.
A fantasy crossed with
Chinese folklore, Where
the Mountain Meets the
Moon is a timeless
story reminiscent of
The Wizard of Oz and
Kelly Barnhill's The
Girl Who Drank the

Moon. Her beautiful
illustrations, printed
in full-color,
accompany the text
throughout. Once again,
she has created a
charming, engaging book
for young readers.

A Novel Candlewick
Press
Ruskin Bond's
readers range from
nine to ninety. And
if there are such
things as ghosts
there are probably
a few who are
reading him in the
spirit world. In
these stories
Ruskin Bond
presents a picture
of a `haunted
India' as witnessed
and described by
British writers,
officials and
travellers during
the pre-
independence era.
Ruskin Bond,
resident of
Mussoorie, is a
well-known writer
of fiction and a
raconteur par
excellence. His
Tales and Legends
from India, Angry
River, Strange Men,
Strange Places, The
Blue Umbrella, A
Long Walk for Bina

and Hanuman to the
Rescue are also
available in Rupa
paperback. The
Ruskin Bond's
Children's Omnibus
has been a firm
favourite with
young readers for
several years.
Ghost Stories from
the Raj, The Rupa
Book of Great
Animal Stories, The
Rupa Book of True
Tales of Mystery
and Adventure, The
Rupa Book of
Himalayan Tales and
The Rupa Book of
Great Suspense
Stories are some of
his recent books
for Rupa.
Rain in the Mountains
BEYOND BOOKS HUB
NOW A MAJOR MOTION
PICTURE FROM FOX 2000
STARRING MILO
VENTIMIGLIA, AMANDA
SEYFRIED, AND KEVIN
COSTNER MEET THE DOG
WHO WILL SHOW THE
WORLD HOW TO BE HUMAN
The New York Times
bestselling novel from
Garth Stein—a heart-
wrenching but deeply
funny and ultimately
uplifting story of
family, love, loyalty,
and hope—a captivating
look at the wonders
and absurdities of
human life . . . as
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only a dog could tell
it. “Splendid.” —People
“The perfect book for
anyone who knows that
compassion isn’t only
for humans, and that
the relationship
between two souls who
are meant for each
other never really
comes to an end. Every
now and then I’m lucky
enough to read a novel
I can’t stop thinking
about: this is one of
them.” —Jodi Picoult
“It’s impossible not to
love Enzo.”
—Minneapolis Star
Tribune “This old soul
of a dog has much to
teach us about being
human. I loved this
book.” —Sara Gruen
The Rain Heron books
catalog
Hailed by The New York
Times as "a compelling
dystopian look at
paranoia from one of
the most unique and
perceptive writers of
our time," this brief,
captivating novel
offers a cautionary
tale. The story
unfolds within a
society in which all
traces of
individualism have
been eliminated from
every aspect of life —
use of the word "I" is
a capital offense. The
hero, a rebel who
discovers that man's
greatest moral duty is
the pursuit of his own
happiness, embodies

the values the author
embraced in her
personal philosophy of
objectivism: reason,
ethics, volition, and
individualism. Anthem
anticipates the themes
Ayn Rand explored in
her later masterpieces,
The Fountainhead and
Atlas Shrugged.
Publisher's Weekly
acclaimed it as "a
diamond in the rough,
often dwarfed by the
superstar company it
keeps with the author's
more popular work, but
every bit as gripping,
daring, and powerful."
Anthem is a dystopian
fiction novella by Ayn
Rand, written in 1937
and first published in
1938 in England. It
takes place at some
unspecified future date
when mankind has
entered another dark
age characterized by
irrationality,
collectivism, and
socialistic thinking
and economics.
Technological
advancement is now
carefully planned (when
it is allowed to occur
at all) and the concept
of individuality has
been eliminated.
The Bean Trees
University of Arizona
Press
Featuring a previously
published author
introduction, a
personal foreword by
his son and a new

introduction by his
grandson, a definitive
edition of the lauded
World War I classic
collects all 39 of the
Nobel Prize-winning
author's alternate
endings to offer new
insights into his
creative process.
Reprint.
New from the author of
The Mountains Between
Us and the New York
Times bestseller Where
the River Ends Knopf
Books for Young
Readers
"Martin's latest is
another beautifully
written winner. . .
Amazingly heartfelt
statements about love,
loss and the true
meaning of friendship
will resonate deeply
with readers." --RT
Book Reviews From the
New York Times
bestselling author of
The Mountain Between
Us comes a new,
spellbinding story of
buried secrets, lost
love, and the promise
of second chances.
Allie is still
recovering from the
loss of her family’s
beloved waterfront
restaurant on
Florida’s Gulf Coast
when she loses her
second husband to a
terrifying highway
accident. Devastated
and losing hope, she
shudders to
contemplate the
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future—until a
cherished person from
her past returns.
Joseph has been adrift
for many years, wounded
in both body and spirit
and unable to come to
terms with the trauma
of his Vietnam War
experiences. Just as he
resolves to abandon his
search for peace and
live alone at a remote
cabin in the Carolina
mountains, he discovers
a mother and her two
small children lost in
the forest. A man of
character and strength,
he instinctively steps
in to help them get
back to their home in
Florida. There he will
return to his own
hometown—and witness
the accident that
launches a bittersweet
reunion with his
childhood sweetheart,
Allie. When Joseph
offers to help Allie
rebuild her restaurant,
it seems the flame may
reignite—until a
45-year-old secret from
the past begins to
emerge, threatening to
destroy all hope for
their second chance at
love. In Send Down the
Rain, Charles Martin
proves himself to be a
storyteller of great
wisdom and compassion
who bears witness to
the dreams we cherish,
the struggles we face,
and the courage we must
summon when life seems

to threaten what we
hold most dear.
ANTHEM Thomas Nelson
For anyone going
through a difficult
passage, this
uplifting, beautifully
illustrated picture
book is about finding
optimism in the
darkest of places.
Rain before rainbows,
clouds before sun,
night before
daybreak—a new day’s
begun. In this
heartfelt story about
courage, change, and
moving on, a girl and
her companion fox
travel together away
from a sorrowful past,
through challenging
and stormy times,
toward color and light
and life. Along the
way they find friends
to guide and support
them, and when the new
day dawns, it is full
of promise. With
gorgeous, richly
realized illustrations
and immense hope at
its heart, Rain Before
Rainbows holds out a
ray of sunshine for
anyone looking for
light.

How to Prepare
Notes of Lessons
Greenwood
Publishing Group
Cut off from the
life of ranching he
has come to love by
his grandfather's
death, John Grady

Cole flees to
Mexico, where he
and his two
companions embark
on a rugged and
cruelly idyllic
adventure
The Lion, the
Witch, and the
Wardrobe Delta
The Way to Rainy
Mountain recalls
the journey of Tai-
me, the sacred Sun
Dance doll, and of
Tai-me’s people in
three unique
voices: the
legendary, the
historical, and the
contemporary. It is
also the personal
journey of N. Scott
Momaday, who on a
pilgrimage to the
grave of his Kiowa
grandmother
traversed the same
route taken by his
forebears and in so
doing confronted
his Kiowa heritage.
It is an evocation
of three things in
particular: a
landscape that is
incomparable, a
time that is gone
forever, and the
human spirit, which
endures.
Celebrating fifty
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years since its 1969
release, this new
edition offers a
moving new preface
and invites a new
generation of
readers to explore
the Kiowa myths,
legends, and
history with
Pulitzer
Prize–winning
author N. Scott
Momaday.
The Book of psalms; a
new tr., with notes by
J.J.S. Perowne Anchor
“The Bean Trees is the
work of a visionary. .
. . It leaves you open-
mouthed and smiling.”
— Los Angeles Times A
bestseller that has
come to be regarded as
an American classic,
The Bean Trees is the
novel that launched
Barbara Kingsolver’s
remarkable literary
career. It is the
charming, engrossing
tale of rural Kentucky
native Taylor Greer,
who only wants to get
away from her roots
and avoid getting
pregnant. She
succeeds, but inherits
a three-year-old
Native American girl
named Turtle along the
way, and together,
from Oklahoma to
Arizona, half-Cherokee
Taylor and her charge
search for a new life
in the West. Hers is a

story about love and
friendship, abandonment
and belonging, and the
discovery of surprising
resources in seemingly
empty places. This
edition includes a P.S.
section with additional
insights from the
author, background
material, suggestions
for further reading,
and more.
Penguin
A Penguin Classic
Written at a time of
profound anxiety
caused by the illness
of his mother, Nobel
Prize winner John
Steinbeck draws on his
memories of childhood
in these stories about
a boy who embodies
both the rebellious
spirit and the
contradictory desire
for acceptance of
early adolescence.
Unlike most coming-of-
age stories, the cycle
does not end with a
hero “matured” by
circumstances. As John
Seelye writes in his
introduction,
reversing common
interpretations, The
Red Pony is imbued
with a sense of loss.
Jody’s encounters with
birth and death
express a common theme
in Steinbeck’s
fiction: They are
parts of the ongoing
process of life,
“resolving” nothing.
The Red Pony was

central not only to
Steinbeck’s emergence
as a major American
novelist but to the
shaping of a distinctly
mid twentieth-century
genre, opening up a new
range of possibilities
about the fictional
presence of a child’s
world. This edition
contains an
introduction by John
Seelye. For more than
seventy years, Penguin
has been the leading
publisher of classic
literature in the
English-speaking world.
With more than 1,700
titles, Penguin
Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the
best works throughout
history and across
genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the
series to provide
authoritative texts
enhanced by
introductions and notes
by distinguished
scholars and
contemporary authors,
as well as up-to-date
translations by award-
winning translators.
Red Earth and Pouring
Rain Random House
Trade Paperbacks
Considered by many the
greatest war novel of
all time, All Quiet on
the Western Front is
Erich Maria Remarque’s
masterpiece of the
German experience
during World War I. I
am young, I am twenty
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years old; yet I know
nothing of life but
despair, death, fear,
and fatuous
superficiality cast
over an abyss of
sorrow. . . . This is
the testament of Paul
Bäumer, who enlists
with his classmates in
the German army during
World War I. They
become soldiers with
youthful enthusiasm.
But the world of duty,
culture, and progress
they had been taught
breaks in pieces under
the first bombardment
in the trenches.
Through years of vivid
horror, Paul holds fast
to a single vow: to
fight against the
principle of hate that
meaninglessly pits
young men of the same
generation but
different uniforms
against one another . .
. if only he can come
out of the war alive.
“The world has a great
writer in Erich Maria
Remarque. He is a
craftsman of
unquestionably first
rank, a man who can
bend language to his
will. Whether he writes
of men or of inanimate
nature, his touch is
sensitive, firm, and
sure.”—The New York
Times Book Review

The Rains Vintage
Rain in the
MountainsNotes from
the HimalayasPenguin

UK
Indian Review of Books
HarperCollins
Join Bartholomew
Cubbins in Dr. Seuss’s
Caldecott
Honor–winning picture
book about a king’s
magical mishap! Bored
with rain, sunshine,
fog, and snow, King
Derwin of Didd summons
his royal magicians to
create something new
and exciting to fall
from the sky. What he
gets is a storm of
sticky green goo
called Oobleck—which
soon wreaks havock all
over his kingdom! But
with the assistance of
the wise page boy
Bartholomew, the king
(along with young
readers) learns that
the simplest words can
sometimes solve the
stickiest problems.

Notes on Chinese
Mediaeval Travellers
to the West Penguin
A masterpiece of
Biblical scope, and
the magnum opus of
one of America’s most
enduring authors, in
a commemorative
hardcover edition In
his journal, Nobel
Prize winner John
Steinbeck called East
of Eden "the first
book," and indeed it
has the primordial
power and simplicity
of myth. Set in the

rich farmland of
California's Salinas
Valley, this
sprawling and often
brutal novel follows
the intertwined
destinies of two
families—the Trasks
and the
Hamiltons—whose
generations
helplessly reenact
the fall of Adam and
Eve and the poisonous
rivalry of Cain and
Abel. The masterpiece
of Steinbeck’s later
years, East of Eden
is a work in which
Steinbeck created his
most mesmerizing
characters and
explored his most
enduring themes: the
mystery of identity,
the inexplicability
of love, and the
murderous
consequences of
love's absence.
Adapted for the 1955
film directed by Elia
Kazan introducing
James Dean, and read
by thousands as the
book that brought
Oprah’s Book Club
back, East of Eden
has remained vitally
present in American
culture for over half
a century.
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