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Lincoln's Ladder to the Presidency SIU Press
As a defender of national unity, a leader in war, and the emancipator of slaves,
Abraham Lincoln lays ample claim to being the greatest of our presidents. But
the story of his rise to greatness is as complex as it is compelling. In this
superb, prize-winning biography, acclaimed historian Richard Carwardine
examines Lincoln’s dramatic political journey, from his early years in the
Illinois legislature to his nation-shaping years in the White House. Here,
Carwardine combines a new perspective with a compelling narrative to deliver
a fresh look at one of the pillars of American politics. He probes the sources of
Lincoln’s moral and political philosophy and uses his groundbreaking research
to cut through the myth and expose the man behind it.
The Age of Lincoln Twelve
McGovern--a Midwesterner, former U.S. senator, presidential candidate, veteran, and historian
by training--offers his unique insight into America's 16th president. His account reminds
readers Lincoln remains the standard by which all of his successors are measured.
Lincoln Simon and Schuster
Beginning with the argument that the Emancipation Proclamation did not actually free African
American slaves, this dissenting view of Lincoln's greatness surveys the president's policies, speeches,
and private utterances and concludes that he had little real interest in abolition. Pointing to Lincoln's
support for the fugitive slave laws, his friendship with slave-owning senator Henry Clay, and
conversations in which he entertained the idea of deporting slaves in order to create an all-white
nation, the book, concludes that the president was a racist at heart--and that the tragedies of
Reconstruction and the Jim Crow era were the legacy of his shallow moral vision.
Prelude to Greatness Union Square + ORM
Author of Triangle: The Fire That Changed America New York Times Bestseller As 1862 dawned, the American
republic was at death's door. The government appeared overwhelmed, the U.S. Treasury was broke, and the
Union's top general was gravely ill. The Confederacy—with its booming economy and commanding position on
the battlefield—had a clear view to victory. The survival of the country depended on the judgment and resilience
of the unschooled frontier lawyer who had recently been elected president. Twelve months later, the Civil War
had become a cataclysm but the tide had turned. The Union generals who would win the war had emerged, while
the Confederate Army had suffered the key losses that would lead to its doom. The blueprint of modern America
had been indelibly inked, and Abraham Lincoln—the man who brought the nation through its darkest hour—had
been forged into a singular leader. In Rise to Greatness, acclaimed author David Von Drehle has created both a
deeply human portrait of America's greatest president and a dramatic narrative about our most fateful year.

Summoned to Glory Simon and Schuster
Lincoln’s incredible ascent to power in a world of chaos is newly revealed in this “compelling,
original, and elegantly written” (Michael Beschloss, New York Times bestselling author) third
volume of the “magisterial” (The New York Times Book Review) Political Life of Abraham
Lincoln series, following A Self-Made Man and Wrestling with His Angel. After a period of
depression that he would ever find his way to greatness, Lincoln takes on the most powerful
demagogue in the country, Stephen Douglas, in the debates for a senate seat. He sidelines the
frontrunner William Seward, a former governor and senator for New York, to cinch the new
Republican Party’s nomination. All the Powers of Earth is the political story of all time. Lincoln
achieves the presidency by force of strategy, of political savvy and determination. This is
Abraham Lincoln, who indisputably becomes the greatest president and moral leader in the
nation’s history. But he must first build a new political party, brilliantly state the anti-slavery
case and overcome shattering defeat to win the presidency. In the years of civil war to follow, he
will show mightily that the nation was right to bet on him. He was its preserver, a politician of
moral integrity. All the Powers of Earth is “as essential as any political biography is likely to
be” and Sidney Bluementhal is “the definitive chronicler of Lincoln’s political career”
(Kirkus Reviews, starred review).
Abraham Lincoln Henry Holt and Company
Univeristy Press Books for Public and Secondary Schools 2013 edition Superior Achievement by
the Illinois State Historical Society, 2013 Throughout his twenty-three-year legal career,
Abraham Lincoln spent nearly as much time on the road as an attorney for the Eighth Judicial
Circuit as he did in his hometown of Springfield, Illinois. Yet most historians gloss over the time
and instead have Lincoln emerge fully formed as a skillful politician in 1858. In this innovative
volume, Guy C. Fraker provides the first-ever study of Lincoln’s professional and personal
home away from home and demonstrates how the Eighth Judicial Circuit and its people
propelled Lincoln to the presidency. Each spring and fall, Lincoln traveled to as many as fourteen
county seats in the Eighth Judicial Circuit to appear in consecutive court sessions over a ten- to
twelve-week period. Fraker describes the people and counties that Lincoln encountered, discusses
key cases Lincoln handled, and introduces the important friends he made, friends who eventually
formed the team that executed Lincoln’s nomination strategy at the Chicago Republican
Convention in 1860 and won him the presidential nomination. As Fraker shows, the Eighth
Judicial Circuit provided the perfect setting for the growth and ascension of Lincoln. A complete
portrait of the sixteenth president depends on a full understanding of his experience on the
circuit, and Lincoln’s Ladder to the Presidency provides that understanding as well as a fresh
perspective on the much-studied figure, thus deepening our understanding of the roots of his
political influence and acumen.
The Encyclopaedia Britannica Johnson Publishing Company (IL)
"Originally commenced as a pastime, and to please a circle of friends alone, success, in any
degree, can only be hoped for, because of my vantage ground as an intimate and close friend of
Mr. Lincoln, and because, by reason of such intimacy, of the novelty of some of the facts and

deductions, and not, in any sense, by reason, but in spite of, its literary style or, rather, the lack
thereof."--Preface.
Lincoln on the Verge Atlantic Monthly Press
A radical reinterpretation of America’s greatest president. Where previous Lincoln biographers
describe his temperament as “moderate,” “passive,” or even “conservative,” historian
Richard Striner offers a stunningly original perspective that will shed significant new light on one
of the most studied figures in American history. Striner shows Lincoln’s audacity as no other
book has ever done. By emphasizing the workings of Lincoln’s mind—stressing his cunning, his
overall honesty, strategic thinking—even his ability to change his mind—Striner looks anew at
many topics and themes important to Lincoln’s story that either revise or add new meaning to
the work of previous biographers. His insights into Lincoln’s life, but also into antebellum
America, and the military and political history of the Civil War, make this book indispensable for
well-read armchair historians, seasoned students of Lincoln, the Civil War, or the American
presidency and newcomers alike.
The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery Penguin
The “magisterial” (The New York Times Book Review) second volume of Sidney Blumenthal’s acclaimed,
landmark biography, The Political Life of Abraham Lincoln, reveals the future president’s genius during the
most decisive period of his political life when he seizes the moment, finds his voice, and helps create a new
political party. In 1849, Abraham Lincoln seems condemned to political isolation and defeat. His Whig Party is
broken in the 1852 election, and disintegrates. His perennial rival, Stephen Douglas, forges an alliance with the
Southern senators and Secretary of War Jefferson Davis. Violent struggle breaks out on the plains of Kansas, a
prelude to the Civil War. Lincoln rises to the occasion. Only he can take on Douglas in Illinois. He finally delivers
the dramatic speech that leaves observers stunned. In 1855, he makes a race for the Senate against Douglas,
which he loses when he throws his support to a rival to prevent the election of a proslavery candidate. In
Wrestling With His Angel, Sidney Blumenthal explains how Lincoln and his friends operate behind the scenes to
destroy the anti-immigrant party in Illinois to clear the way for a new Republican Party. Lincoln takes command
and writes its first platform and vaults onto the national stage as the leader of a party that will launch him to the
presidency. The Washington Monthly hailed Blumenthal’s Volume I as, “splendid⋯no one can come away
from reading A Self-Made Man without eagerly anticipating the ensuing volumes.” Pulitzer Prize–winning
author Diane McWhorter hailed Volume II as “dramatic narrative history, prophetic and intimate.” Wrestling
With His Angel brings Lincoln from the wilderness to the peak of his career as he is determined to enter into the
battle for the nation’s soul and to win it for democracy.
Lincoln's Gamble W. W. Norton & Company
One of the most influential books of the past fifty years, Team of Rivals is Pulitzer
Prize–winning author and esteemed presidential historian Doris Kearns Goodwin’s modern
classic about the political genius of Abraham Lincoln, his unlikely presidency, and his cabinet of
former political foes. Winner of the prestigious Lincoln Prize and the inspiration for the Oscar
Award winning–film Lincoln, starring Daniel Day-Lewis, directed by Steven Spielberg, and
written by Tony Kushner. On May 18, 1860, William H. Seward, Salmon P. Chase, Edward
Bates, and Abraham Lincoln waited in their hometowns for the results from the Republican
National Convention in Chicago. When Lincoln emerged as the victor, his rivals were dismayed
and angry. Throughout the turbulent 1850s, each had energetically sought the presidency as the
conflict over slavery was leading inexorably to secession and civil war. That Lincoln succeeded,
Goodwin demonstrates, was the result of a character that had been forged by experiences that
raised him above his more privileged and accomplished rivals. He won because he possessed an
extraordinary ability to put himself in the place of other men, to experience what they were
feeling, to understand their motives and desires. It was this capacity that enabled Lincoln as
president to bring his disgruntled opponents together, create the most unusual cabinet in history,
and marshal their talents to the task of preserving the Union and winning the war. We view the
long, horrifying struggle from the vantage of the White House as Lincoln copes with incompetent
generals, hostile congressmen, and his raucous cabinet. He overcomes these obstacles by winning
the respect of his former competitors, and in the case of Seward, finds a loyal and crucial friend
to see him through. This brilliant multiple biography is centered on Lincoln's mastery of men
and how it shaped the most significant presidency in the nation's history.
Abraham Lincoln Picador
The secrets of one of history’s greatest orators are revealed in “one of the most stunningly
original works on Abraham Lincoln to appear in years” (John Stauffer, professor of English and
history, Harvard University). For more than 150 years, historians have speculated about what
made Abraham Lincoln truly great. How did Lincoln create his compelling arguments, his
convincing oratory, and his unforgettable writing? Some point to Lincoln’s study of grammar,
literature, and poetry. Others believe it was the deep national crisis that gave import to his words.
Most agree that he honed his persuasive technique in his work as an Illinois attorney. Here, the
authors argue that it was Lincoln’s in-depth study of geometry that made the president’s
verbal structure so effective. In fact, as the authors demonstrate, Lincoln embedded the ancient
structure of geometric proof into the Gettysburg Address, the Cooper Union speech, the first and
second inaugurals, his legal practice, and much of his substantive post-1853 communication. Also
included are Lincoln’s preparatory notes and drafts of some of his most famous speeches as well
as his revisions and personal thoughts on public speaking and grammar. With in-depth research
and provocative insight, Abraham Lincoln and the Structure of Reason “offers a whole new
angle on Lincoln’s brilliance” (James M. Cornelius, Curator, Lincoln Collection, Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum).
Franklin D.Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln: Competing Perspectives on Two Great Presidencies
Macmillan
“The ghosts of the Civil War never leave us, as David Blight knows perhaps better than anyone,
and in this superb book he masterfully unites two distant but inextricably bound events.”�Ken
Burns Standing on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial on August 28, 1963, a century after the
signing of the Emancipation Proclamation, Martin Luther King, Jr., declared, “One hundred
years later, the Negro still is not free.” He delivered this speech just three years after the
Virginia Civil War Commission published a guide proclaiming that “the Centennial is no time
for finding fault or placing blame or fighting the issues all over again.” David Blight takes his
readers back to the centennial celebration to determine how Americans then made sense of the
suffering, loss, and liberation that had wracked the United States a century earlier. Amid cold
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war politics and civil rights protest, four of America’s most incisive writers explored the gulf
between remembrance and reality. Robert Penn Warren, the southern-reared poet-novelist who
recanted his support of segregation; Bruce Catton, the journalist and U.S. Navy officer who
became a popular Civil War historian; Edmund Wilson, the century’s preeminent literary critic;
and James Baldwin, the searing African-American essayist and activist—each exposed
America’s triumphalist memory of the war. And each, in his own way, demanded a reckoning
with the tragic consequences it spawned. Blight illuminates not only mid-twentieth-century
America’s sense of itself but also the dynamic, ever-changing nature of Civil War memory. On
the eve of the 150th anniversary of the war, we have an invaluable perspective on how this
conflict continues to shape the country’s political debates, national identity, and sense of
purpose.
The Boys' Life of Abraham Lincoln Vintage
" . . . [The] paperback edition of Professor Fehrenbacher's study, first published in 1962, of
Lincoln in the 1850s is a welcome reminder of what can be achieved by a fresh and searching
investigation of often-asked questions. . . . The book is lucidly and soberly written, and full of
carefully considered argument. It is one more major contribution to the work of putting the
slavery issue back where it has always belonged--at the very centre--of any discussion of the
origins of the Civil War."--Journal of American Studies "This is a brilliant book. With thorough
research . . . and a fresh point of view, we have a study that will shape Lincoln scholarship for
many years."--The Journal of Southern History "To say that �e~this is just another Lincoln
book' would be to demean a significant contribution with a well-worn cliche. This is an
outstanding book; we need more like it."--The American Historical Review "American historians
generally, and Lincoln collectors and scholars particularly, would do well to add to their own
pleasure and knowledge by reading this book, one of the finest pieces of Lincolniana yet
written."--The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography "This fascinating volume
deserves a wide audience."--Mid-America "Enjoyable reading for the general reader, student,
and scholar of Lincoln literature."--The Booklist "This is a Lincoln book which belongs in every
library and Lincoln collection."--Lincoln Herald "Masterly little book."--The Times Literary
Supplement "It is refreshing to discover once again that a book does not have to be ponderous to
be significant. . . . Fehrenbacher has added quantitatively to our knowledge, but more especially
to our understanding, of this exciting and fateful period in American history. . . . One of the finest
contributions to Illinois history to appear in a long, long time."--Journal of the Illinois State
Historical Society "Professor Fehrenbacher has demonstrated that subjects even as fully studied
as the Lincoln theme can still benefit from diligent and judicious contemplation."--Civil War
History
Team of Rivals Harvard University Press
From the author of The Class of 1846: “A swift-paced narrative of Lincoln’s pre-presidential life.”
—The Washington Post Book World How did Abraham Lincoln, long held as a paragon of presidential
bravery and principled politics, find his way to the White House? How did he become the one man great
enough to risk the fate of the nation on the well-worn but cast-off notion that all men are created equal?
Here, award-winning historian John C. Waugh takes readers on Lincoln’s road to the Civil War. From
his first public rejection of slavery to his secret arrival in the capital, from his stunning debates with
Stephen Douglas to his contemplative moments considering the state of the country he loved, Waugh
shows us America as Lincoln saw and described it. Much of this wonderful story is told by Lincoln
himself, detailing through his own writing his emergence onto the political scene and the evolution of his
beliefs about the Union, the Constitution, democracy, slavery, and civil war. Waugh sets Lincoln’s path
in new relief by letting the great man tell his own story, at a depth that brings us ever closer to
understanding this mysterious, complicated, and truly great man. “Lively prose backed with solid
research.” —Publishers Weekly “[Waugh’s] judicious use of the historical record and his dramatic
prose make for an enjoyable read.” —Kirkus Reviews
Rise to Greatness Simon and Schuster
In this study, Paludan offers us Lincoln in the round - a complex, even contradictory personality who
found greatness without seeking it and who felt deeply troubled about what he perceived as his failings as
a President and person.
One Man Great Enough Simon and Schuster
One of our most eminent Lincoln scholars, winner of a Lincoln Prize for his Lincoln at Cooper
Union, examines the four months between Lincoln's election and inauguration, when the
president-elect made the most important decision of his coming presidency -- there would be no
compromise on slavery or secession of the slaveholding states, even at the cost of civil war.
Abraham Lincoln first demonstrated his determination and leadership in the Great Secession
Winter -- the four months between his election in November 1860 and his inauguration in March
1861 -- when he rejected compromises urged on him by Republicans and Democrats,
Northerners and Southerners, that might have preserved the Union a little longer but would have
enshrined slavery for generations. Though Lincoln has been criticized by many historians for
failing to appreciate the severity of the secession crisis that greeted his victory, Harold Holzer
shows that the presidentelect waged a shrewd and complex campaign to prevent the expansion of
slavery while vainly trying to limit secession to a few Deep South states. During this most
dangerous White House transition in American history, the country had two presidents: one
powerless (the president-elect, possessing no constitutional authority), the other paralyzed (the
incumbent who refused to act). Through limited, brilliantly timed and crafted public statements,
determined private letters, tough political pressure, and personal persuasion, Lincoln guaranteed
the integrity of the American political process of majority rule, sounded the death knell of slavery,
and transformed not only his own image but that of the presidency, even while making inevitable
the war that would be necessary to make these achievements permanent. Lincoln President-Elect
is the first book to concentrate on Lincoln's public stance and private agony during these months
and on the momentous consequences when he first demonstrated his determination and
leadership. Holzer recasts Lincoln from an isolated prairie politician yet to establish his greatness,
to a skillful shaper of men and opinion and an immovable friend of freedom at a decisive moment
when allegiance to the founding credo "all men are created equal" might well have been
sacrificed.
Abraham Lincoln Createspace Independent Publishing Platform
From the author of the forthcoming Building the Great Society (February 2018), an intimate look into
Lincoln’s White House and the aftermath of his death, via the lives of his two closest aides In this
timely look into Abraham Lincoln’s White House, and the aftermath of his death, noted historian and
political advisor Joshua Zeitz presents a fresh perspective on the sixteenth U.S. president—as seen
through the eyes of Lincoln’s two closest aides and confidants, John Hay and John Nicolay. Lincoln’s
official secretaries, Hay and Nicolay enjoyed more access, witnessed more history, and knew Lincoln
better than anyone outside of the president’s immediate family. They were the gatekeepers of
Lincoln’s legacy. Drawing on letters, diaries, and memoirs, Lincoln’s Boys is part political drama and
part coming-of-age tale—a fascinating story of friendship, politics, war, and the contest over history and
remembrance.
Lincoln at Gettysburg Routledge

Describes the 1911 fire that destroyed the Triangle Shirtwaist factory in New York's Greenwich Village,
the deaths of 146 workers in the fire, and the implications of the catastrophe for twentieth-century politics
and labor relations.
All the Great Prizes Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Chronicles Abraham Lincoln's success at turning the Civil War to the North's favor during the year of 1862.
The Battles that Made Abraham Lincoln Stanford University Press
The first full-scale biography of John Hay since 1934: From secretary to Abraham Lincoln to secretary of state for
Theodore Roosevelt, Hay was an essential American figure for more than half a century. John Taliaferro’s
brilliant biography captures the extraordinary life of Hay, one of the most amazing figures in American history,
and restores him to his rightful place. Private secretary to Lincoln and secretary of state to Theodore Roosevelt,
Hay was both witness and author of many of the most significant chapters in American history—from the birth of
the Republican Party, the Civil War, the Spanish-American War, to the prelude to World War I. As an
ambassador and statesman, he guided many of the country’s major diplomatic initiatives at the turn of the
twentieth century: the Open Door with China, the creation of the Panama Canal, and the establishment of
America as a world leader. Hay’s friends are a who’s who of the era: Mark Twain, Horace Greeley, Henry
Adams, Henry James, and virtually every president, sovereign, author, artist, power broker, and robber baron of
the Gilded Age. His peers esteemed him as “a perfectly cut stone” and “the greatest prime minister this
republic has ever known.” But for all his poise and polish, he had his secrets. His marriage to one of the
wealthiest women in the country did not prevent him from pursuing the Madame X of Washington society,
whose other secret suitor was Hay’s best friend, Henry Adams. All the Great Prizes, the first authoritative
biography of Hay in eighty years, renders a rich and fascinating portrait of this brilliant American and his many
worlds.
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