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Eastern Rome and the Rise of Islam Palala Press
This sourcebook gathers into a single collection the writings that illuminate one of the most
fundamental periods in the history of Christian Europe. Beginning from the Great Persecution
of Diocletian and the conversion of Constantine the first Christian Roman emperor, the volume
explores Christianity's rise as the dominant religion of the Later Roman empire and how the
Church survived the decline and fall of Roman power in the west and converted the Germanic
tribes who swept into the western empire. These years of crisis and transformation inspired
generations of great writers, among them Eusebius of Caesarea, Ammianus Marcellinus,
Julian 'the Apostate', Ambrose of Milan, John Chrysostom, Jerome and Augustine of Hippo.
They were also years which saw Christianity face huge challenges on many crucial questions,
from the evolution of Christian doctrine and the rise of asceticism to the place of women in the
early Church and the emerging relationship between Church and state. All these themes will be
made accessible to specialists and general readers alike, and the sourcebook will be
invaluable for students and teachers of courses in history and church history, the world of late
antiquity, and religious studies.
The Fall of the Roman World and the Rise of Christianity Baker Academic
"Although once regarded as a time of uninterrupted ignorance, superstition, and social
oppression, the Middle Ages are now understood as a dynamic period during which the idea
of Europe as a distinct cultural unit emerged. This book dives into late antiquity and the
early Middle Ages, a time when political, social, economic, and cultural structures were
profoundly reorganized. As Roman imperial traditions gave way to those of the Germanic
peoples who established kingdoms in the former Western Empire, new forms of political
leadership were introduced, and the population of Europe was gradually Christianized."

The Rise of Christianity Through the Eyes of Gibbon, Harnack and
Rodney Stark Barkhuis
of the Pope." --Book Jacket.
Empires of Faith Harper Collins

Do the terms ?pagan? and ?Christian,? ?transition from paganism to Christianity? still hold as explanatory devices
to apply to the political, religious and cultural transformation experienced Empire-wise? Revisiting ?pagans? and
?Christians? in Late Antiquity has been a fertile site of scholarship in recent years: the paradigm shift in the
interpretation of the relations between ?pagans? and ?Christians? replaced the old ?conflict model? with a subtler,
complex approach and triggered the upsurge of new explanatory models such as multiculturalism, cohabitation,
cooperation, identity, or group cohesion. This collection of essays, inscribes itself into the revisionist discussion of
pagan-Christian relations over a broad territory and time-span, the Roman Empire from the fourth to the eighth
century. A set of papers argues that if ?paganism? had never been fully extirpated or denied by the multiethnic
educated elite that managed the Roman Empire, ?Christianity? came to be presented by the same elite as
providing a way for a wider group of people to combine true philosophy and right religion. The speed with which
this happened is just as remarkable as the long persistence of paganism after the sea-change of the fourth century
that made Christianity the official religion of the State. For a long time afterwards, ?pagans? and ?Christians?
lived ?in between? polytheistic and monotheist traditions and disputed Classical and non-Classical legacies. �
Jesus and the Rise of Early Christianity Cambridge University Press
A panoramic account of the history of Europe, the Mediterranean, and the Near East from the fall of Rome to the rise
of Islam.
The Cambridge World History of Slavery: Volume 1, The Ancient Mediterranean World
InterVarsity Press
"Magisterial. . . . A learned, brilliant and enjoyable study."—Géza Vermès, Times Literary
Supplement In this exciting book, Paula Fredriksen explains the variety of New Testament images of
Jesus by exploring the ways that the new Christian communities interpreted his mission and message
in light of the delay of the Kingdom he had preached. This edition includes an introduction reviews
the most recent scholarship on Jesus and its implications for both history and theology. "Brilliant and
lucidly written, full of original and fascinating insights."—Reginald H. Fuller, Journal of the American
Academy of Religion "This is a first-rate work of a first-rate historian."—James D. Tabor, Journal of
Religion "Fredriksen confronts her documents—principally the writings of the New Testament—as
an archaeologist would an especially rich complex site. With great care she distinguishes the literary
images from historical fact. As she does so, she explains the images of Jesus in terms of the strategies
and purposes of the writers Paul, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John."—Thomas D’Evelyn, Christian
Science Monitor
From Jesus to Christ Princeton University Press
Traces the early history of the Christian church from Jewish Palestine prior to Christ's birth to the
sixth century monastic movement, and explains how Christianity survived under a variety of cultures
The Fall of Rome to the Rise of Islam, 500-700 Harper Collins
This brief survey text tells the story of early Christianity. Cynthia White explores the emergence of
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Christianity in Rome during the first four centuries of the Greco-Roman empire, from the first
followers of Jesus Christ, to conflicts between Christians and Jewish kings under Roman occupation,
to the torture of Christian followers, Diocletian's reforms, and Constantine's eventual conversion to
monotheism, which cemented Christianity's status as the official religion of Rome. The text's chapters
will integrate key pedagogy, including introductions, study questions, textboxes, photos, maps,
suggested readings, and a glossary and timeline.
Classical Traditions in Contemporary Perspective Princeton University Press
An outstanding resource for high school readers and first-year college students, this book explores
early Christianity from its beginnings in the first century through the fourth century when
Christianity went from a persecuted faith to the only legalized faith in the Roman Empire. �
Provides readers with a broad understanding of early Christianity from the time of Jesus to the fall of
Rome and an appreciation for how early Christian communities spread throughout the Empire �
Examines a number of key topics that relate to the varied communities that made up early
Christianity � Provides readers with multiple primary documents in order to better understand early
Christianity and offer opportunities to apply their critical thinking skills � Supports NCHS World
History content standards for Era 3, Standard 3B
The Emergence of Christianity Bloomsbury Publishing
The emergence of Islam in the seventh century AD still polarises scholars who seek to separate religious truth from the
historical reality with which it is associated. However, history and prophecy are not solely defined by positive evidence
or apocalyptic truth, but by human subjects, who consider them to convey distinct messages and in turn make these
messages meaningful to others. These messages are mutually interdependent, and analysed together provide new
insights into history. It is by way of this concept that Olof Heilo presents the decline of the Eastern Roman Empire as a
key to understanding the rise of Islam; two historical processes often perceived as distinct from one another. Eastern
Rome and the Rise of Islam highlights significant convergences between Early Islam and the Late Ancient world. It
suggests that Islam’s rise is a feature of a common process during which tensions between imperial ambitions and
apocalyptic beliefs in Europe and the Middle East cut straight across today’s theological and political definitions.
The conquests of Islam, the emergence of the caliphate, and the transformation of the Roman and Christian world are
approached from both prophetic anticipations in the Ancient and Late Ancient world, and from the Medieval and
Modern receptions of history. In the shadow of their narratives it becomes possible to trace the outline of a shared
history of Christianity and Islam. The "Dark Ages" thus emerge not merely as a tale of sound and fury, but as an era of
openness, diversity and unexpected possibilities. Approaching the rise of Islam as a historical phenomenon, this book
opens new perspectives in the study of early religion and philosophy, as well as providing a valuable resource for
students and scholars of Islamic Studies.
The Rise of Christianity: History, Documents, and Key Questions Cambridge University Press
A lively and accessible guide to the rich literary, philosophical and artistic achievements of the notorious age of Nero.
Eastern Rome and the Rise of Islam Penn State Press
The “marvelous” (Reza Aslan, bestselling author of Zealot), New York Times bestselling story of
how Christianity became the dominant religion in the West. How did a religion whose first believers
were twenty or so illiterate day laborers in a remote part of the empire became the official religion of
Rome, converting some thirty million people in just four centuries? In The Triumph of Christianity,
early Christian historian Bart D. Ehrman weaves the rigorously-researched answer to this question
“into a vivid, nuanced, and enormously readable narrative” (Elaine Pagels, National Book Award-
winning author of The Gnostic Gospels), showing how a handful of charismatic characters used a
brilliant social strategy and an irresistible message to win over hearts and minds one at a time. This
“humane, thoughtful and intelligent” book (The New York Times Book Review) upends the way

we think about the single most important cultural transformation our world has ever seen—one that
revolutionized art, music, literature, philosophy, ethics, economics, and law.
A History of New Testament Times Simon and Schuster
The Family in Late Antiquity offers a challenging, well-argued and coherent study of the family in the late
Roman world and the influence of the emerging Christian religion on its structure and value. Before the
Roman Empire's political disintegration in the west, enormous political, religious and cultural changes took
place in the period of late antiquity. This book is the first comprehensive study of the family in the later
Roman Empire, from approximately 300 AD to 550 AD. Geoffrey Nathan analyses the classical Roman
family as well as early Christian notions of this most basic unit of social organisation. Using these models as a
contextual backdrop, he then explores marriage, children, domestic servitude, and other familial institutions
in late antiquity. He brings together a diverse collection of sources, transcending traditional studies that have
centred on the legal record.
Pagans and Christians in Late Antiquity Routledge
This tenth anniversary revised edition of the authoritative text on Christianity’s first thousand years
of history features a new preface, additional color images, and an updated bibliography. The essential
general survey of medieval European Christendom, Brown’s vivid prose charts the compelling and
tumultuous rise of an institution that came to wield enormous religious and secular power. � Clear
and vivid history of Christianity’s rise and its pivotal role in the making of Europe � Written by
the celebrated Princeton scholar who originated of the field of study known as ‘late antiquity’ �
Includes a fully updated bibliography and index
The Rise of Christianity and the Endurance of Tradition John Wiley & Sons
Exhaustively annotated and illustrated, this explosive work of history unearths clues that finally demonstrate the truth
about one of the world’s great religions: that it was born out of the conflict between the Romans and messianic Jews
who fought a bitter war with each other during the 1st Century. The Romans employed a tactic they routinely used to
conquer and absorb other nations: they grafted their imperial rule onto the religion of the conquered. After 30 years of
research, authors James S. Valliant and C.W. Fahy present irrefutable archeological and textual evidence that proves
Christianity was created by Roman Caesars in this book that breaks new ground in Christian scholarship and is
destined to change the way the world looks at ancient religions forever. Inherited from a long-past era of tyranny, war
and deliberate religious fraud, could Christianity have been created for an entirely different purpose than we have been
lead to believe? Praised by scholars like Dead Sea Scrolls translator Robert Eisenman (James the Brother of Jesus), this
exhaustive synthesis of historical detective work integrates all of the ancient sources about the earliest Christians and
reveals new archeological evidence for the first time. And, despite the fable presented in current bestsellers like Bill
O’Reilly’s Killing Jesus, the evidence presented in Creating Christ is irrefutable: Christianity was invented by
Roman Emperors. I have rarely encountered a book so original, exciting, accessible and informed on subjects that are
of obvious importance to the world and to which I have myself devoted such a large part of my scholarly career
studying. In this book they have rendered a startling new understanding of Christianity with a controversial theory of
its Roman provenance that is accessible to the layman in a very powerful way. In the process, they present new and
comprehensive archeological and iconographic evidence, as well as utilizing the widest and most cutting edge work of
other recent scholars, including myself. This is a work of outstanding and original scholarship. Its arguments are a
brilliant, profound and thorough integration of the relevant evidence. When they are done, the conclusion is
inescapable and obviously profound. Robert Eisenman, Author of James the Brother of Jesus and The New Testament
Code "A fascinating and provocative investigative history of ideas, boldly exploring a problem that previous
scholarship has not clearly or credibly addressed: how (and why!) the Flavian dynasty wove Christianity into the very
fabric of Western civilization." -Mark Riebling, author of Church of Spies: The Pope's Secret War Against Hitler
Through the Eye of a Needle Harper Collins
The Darkening Age is the largely unknown story of how a militant religion comprehensively and deliberately
extinguished the teachings of the Classical world, ushering in centuries of unquestioning adherence to 'one true faith'.
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Despite the long-held notion that the early Christians were meek and mild, going to their martyr's deaths singing hymns
of love and praise, the truth, as Catherine Nixey reveals, is very different. Far from being meek and mild, they were
violent, ruthless and fundamentally intolerant. Unlike the polytheistic world, in which the addition of one new religion
made no fundamental difference to the old ones, this new ideology stated not only that it was the way, the truth and the
light but that, by extension, every single other way was wrong and had to be destroyed. From the 1st century to the 6th,
those who didn't fall into step with its beliefs were pursued in every possible way: social, legal, financial and physical.
Their altars were upturned and their temples demolished, their statues hacked to pieces and their priests killed. It was
an annihilation. Authoritative, vividly written and utterly compelling, this is a remarkable debut from a brilliant young
historian.
Christianity and the Roman Empire Wilfrid Laurier Univ. Press
This "fresh, blunt, and highly persuasive account of how the West was won—for Jesus" (Newsweek)
is now available in paperback. Stark's provocative report challenges conventional wisdom and finds
that Christianity's astounding dominance of the Western world arose from its offer of a better, more
secure way of life. "Compelling reading" (Library Journal) that is sure to "generate spirited argument"
(Publishers Weekly), this account of Christianity's remarkable growth within the Roman Empire is
the subject of much fanfare. "Anyone who has puzzled over Christianity's rise to dominance...must
read it." says Yale University's Wayne A. Meeks, for The Rise of Christianity makes a compelling case
for startling conclusions. Combining his expertise in social science with historical evidence, and his
insight into contemporary religion's appeal, Stark finds that early Christianity attracted the privileged
rather than the poor, that most early converts were women or marginalized Jews—and ultimately
"that Christianity was a success because it proved those who joined it with a more appealing, more
assuring, happier, and perhaps longer life" (Andrew M. Greeley, University of Chicago).
Triumph and Diversity, A.D. 200-1000 A&C Black
A sweeping intellectual history of the role of wealth in the church in the last days of the Roman Empire Jesus
taught his followers that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter
heaven. Yet by the fall of Rome, the church was becoming rich beyond measure. Through the Eye of a
Needle is a sweeping intellectual and social history of the vexing problem of wealth in Christianity in the
waning days of the Roman Empire, written by the world's foremost scholar of late antiquity. Peter Brown
examines the rise of the church through the lens of money and the challenges it posed to an institution that
espoused the virtue of poverty and called avarice the root of all evil. Drawing on the writings of major
Christian thinkers such as Augustine, Ambrose, and Jerome, Brown examines the controversies and
changing attitudes toward money caused by the influx of new wealth into church coffers, and describes the
spectacular acts of divestment by rich donors and their growing influence in an empire beset with crisis. He
shows how the use of wealth for the care of the poor competed with older forms of philanthropy deeply
rooted in the Roman world, and sheds light on the ordinary people who gave away their money in hopes of
treasure in heaven. Through the Eye of a Needle challenges the widely held notion that Christianity's growing
wealth sapped Rome of its ability to resist the barbarian invasions, and offers a fresh perspective on the social
history of the church in late antiquity.
From Shame to Sin Crossroad Press
The transformation of the Roman world from polytheistic to Christian is one of the most sweeping
ideological changes of premodern history. At the center was sex. Kyle Harper examines how Christianity
changed the ethics of sexual behavior from shame to sin, and shows how the roots of modern sexuality are
grounded in an ancient religious revolution.
Religious Rivalries in the Early Roman Empire and the Rise of Christianity Cambridge University Press
The rise of Christianity up to the victory of Constantine has often been studied and remains a puzzling

phenomenon. In this valedictory lecture Jan N. Bremmer concentrates on the explanations adduced, focusing
in particular on the works of three iconic figures from the last two hundred and fifty years: The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire of Edward Gibbon, the most famous ancient historian of all time, at
the end of the eighteenth century; Die Mission und Ausbreitung des Christentums of Adolf von Harnack, the
greatest historian of early Christianity of all time, around 1900, and The Rise of Christianity of Rodney Stark,
the most adventurous sociologist of religion of our times, at the end of the twentieth century.Bremmer locates
their concerns and explanations within their own times, but also takes them seriously as scholars, discussing
their analyses and approaches. In this way he shows both the continuities and the innovations in the evolving
view which scholarship presents of early Christianity. Bremmer's exceptional knowledge of the huge range of
scholarship and his humane and balanced judgment make this lecture the ideal introduction to the many
problems raised by Christianity's displacement of paganism
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