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Vintage
Includes entertaining, thumbnail biographies of the key figures at the forefront
of the theme or movement, or who were closely connected to the personality in
question Updated from the highly successful series Character Sketches and
Insights, and refreshed with a contemporary design and accessible format The
ideal of the 'inspired' artist owes its origin to the figures of the Romantic
period, who revolutionized English art and literature. In this book, Richard
Holmes explores the portraits and lives of such key poets as Lord Byron,
Percy Bysshe Shelley and John Keats, and assesses the impact of their work
on contemporary culture and society.
Redcoat Vintage
Dismissed by much recent scholarship as an opium addict,
plagiarist, political apostate and mystic charlatan, Richard
Holmes's "Coleridge" leaps out of the page as a brilliant,
animated and endlessly provoking figure who invades the
imagination. This is an act of biographical recreation which
brings back to life Coleridge's poetry and encyclopaedic thought,
his creative energy and physical presence.
Coleridge: Early Visions, 1772-1804 HarperCollins UK
Sheds new light on poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge, revealing the intricacies of both his personality and
his literary vision
William Wordsworth Vintage
The Age of Wonder is a colorful and utterly absorbing history of the men and women whose discoveries

and inventions at the end of the eighteenth century gave birth to the Romantic Age of Science. When
young Joseph Banks stepped onto a Tahitian beach in 1769, he hoped to discover Paradise. Inspired by
the scientific ferment sweeping through Britain, the botanist had sailed with Captain Cook in search of
new worlds. Other voyages of discovery—astronomical, chemical, poetical, philosophical—swiftly follow
in Richard Holmes's thrilling evocation of the second scientific revolution. Through the lives of William
Herschel and his sister Caroline, who forever changed the public conception of the solar system; of
Humphry Davy, whose near-suicidal gas experiments revolutionized chemistry; and of the great
Romantic writers, from Mary Shelley to Coleridge and Keats, who were inspired by the scientific
breakthroughs of their day, Holmes brings to life the era in which we first realized both the awe-inspiring
and the frightening possibilities of science—an era whose consequences are with us still.
The Life of Percy Bysshe Shelley Vintage
This fascinating drama, staged to acclaim in London and New York, has in its cast of characters Lord Byron, Percy
Bysshe Shelley, Mary Shelley and Claire Goodwin. The play is about radicalism artistic, political and more. Taking
place in Italy, it concerns the characters' various ideas about radical politics and free love. Along the way, a number of
serious questions are raised, not the least of which is why fervent radicals seem so often to be done in by their
reprehensible characters. At the end of the play Byron attends the cremation of Shelley on the beach at Viareggio and
delivers a stunning ovation over the pyre: "Burn him. Burn us all. A great big bloody beautiful fire."
Gilchrist on Blake W. W. Norton & Company
This was the first biography of Blake ever written, at a time when the great visionary poet and painter was generally
forgotten, ridiculed or dismissed as insane.
Falling Upwards: Inspiration for the Major Motion Picture The Aeronauts HarperPerennial
It was out of medieval Provence—Proensa—that the ethos of courtly love emerged, and it was in the
poetry of the Proven�al troubadours that it found its perfect expression. Their poetry was also a
central inspiration for Dante and his Italian contemporaries, propagators of the modern vernacular
lyric, and seven centuries later it was no less important to the modernist Ezra Pound. These poems, a
source to which poetry has returned again and again in search of renewal, are subtle, startling, earthy,
erotic, and supremely musical. The poet Paul Blackburn studied and translated the troubadours for
twenty years, and the result of that long commitment is Proensa, an anthology of thirty poets of the
eleventh through thirteenth centuries, which has since established itself not only as a powerful and
faithful work of translation but as a work of poetry in its own right. Blackburn’s Proensa, George
Economou writes, “will take its place among Gavin Douglas’ Aeneid, Golding’s
Metamorphoses, the Homer of Chapman, Pope, and Lattimore, Waley’s Japanese, and Pound’s
Chinese, Italian, and Old English.”
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The Cambridge Companion to Shelley Oxford University Press, USA
ShelleyHarperPerennial
Poets in a Landscape Johns Hopkins University Press
Winner of the 1989 Whitbread Prize for Book of the Year, this is the first volume of Holmes's seminal two-
part examination of Samuel Taylor Coleridge, one of Britain's greatest poets. Coleridge: Early Visions is the
first part of Holmes's classic biography of Coleridge that forever transformed our view of the poet of 'Kubla
Khan' and his place in the Romantic Movement. Dismissed by much recent scholarship as an opium addict,
plagiarist, political apostate and mystic charlatan, Richard Holmes's Coleridge leaps out of the page as a
brilliant, animated and endlessly provoking figure who invades the imagination. This is an act of biographical
recreation which brings back to life Coleridge's poetry and encyclopaedic thought, his creative energy and
physical presence. He is vivid and unexpected. Holmes draws the reader into the labyrinthine complications
of his subject's personality and literary power, and faces us with profound questions about the nature of
creativity, the relations between sexuality and friendship, the shifting grounds of political and religious belief.
BONUS MATERIAL: This ebook edition includes an excerpt from Richard Holmes's Falling Upwards.
Selected Poems and Prose Vintage
Romantic provocateur, flamboyant bohemian, precocious novelist, perfect poet—not to mention an
inexhaustible journalist, critic, and man-about-town—Théophile Gautier is one of the major figures, and
great characters, of French literature. In My Fantoms Richard Holmes, the celebrated biographer of Shelley
and Coleridge, has found a brilliantly effective new way to bring this great bu too-little-known writer into
English. My Fantoms assembles seven stories spanning the whole of Gautier’s career into a unified work
that captures the essence of his adventurous life and subtle art. From the erotic awakening of “The
Adolescent” through “The Poet,” a piercing recollection of the mad genius Gérard de Nerval, the great
friend of Gautier’s youth, My Fantoms celebrates the senses and illuminates the strange disguises of the
spirit, while taking readers on a tour of modernity at its most mysterious. ”What ever would the Devil find
to do in Paris?” Gautier wonders. “He would meet people just as diabolical as he, and find himself taken
for some na�ve provincial⋯” Tapestries, statues, and corpses come to life; young men dream their way
into ruin; and Gautier keeps his faith in the power of imagination: “No one is truly dead, until they are no
longer loved.”
Wordsworth and Coleridge A&C Black
This study oilers a new definition of Shelley s place in English radical culture. Treating the poet's
literary career as an active intervention in the social world, Professor Scrivener shows how Shelley
designed each text to provoke different audiences in a Utopian direction, despite the political
repression and other cultural limitations of which he was acutely aware. Originally published in 1982.
The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable
paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase
access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton
University Press since its founding in 1905.
Coleridge: Early Visions HarperPerennial
A classic reissue of Richard Holmes’s brilliant book on Samuel Johnson’s friendship with the poet
Richard Savage, which won the James Tait Black Prize for Biography.
Tommy: The British Soldier on the Western Front HarperCollins UK
James, The Aspern Papers
Proensa HarperPerennial

**Kirkus Best Books of the Year (2013)** **Time Magazine 10 Top Nonfiction Books of 2013** **The New
Republic Best Books of 2013** In this heart-lifting chronicle, Richard Holmes, author of the best-selling The
Age of Wonder, follows the pioneer generation of balloon aeronauts, the daring and enigmatic men and
women who risked their lives to take to the air (or fall into the sky). Why they did it, what their
contemporaries thought of them, and how their flights revealed the secrets of our planet is a compelling
adventure that only Holmes could tell. His accounts of the early Anglo-French balloon rivalries, the crazy
firework flights of the beautiful Sophie Blanchard, the long-distance voyages of the American entrepreneur
John Wise and French photographer Felix Nadar are dramatic and exhilarating. Holmes documents as well
the balloons used to observe the horrors of modern battle during the Civil War (including a flight taken by
George Armstrong Custer); the legendary tale of at least sixty-seven manned balloons that escaped from Paris
(the first successful civilian airlift in history) during the Prussian siege of 1870-71; the high-altitude exploits of
James Glaisher (who rose) seven miles above the earth without oxygen, helping to establish the new science of
meteorology); and how Mary Shelley, Edgar Allan Poe, and Jules Verne felt the imaginative impact of flight
and allowed it to soar in their work. A seamless fusion of history, art, science, biography, and the metaphysics
of flights, Falling Upwards explores the interplay between technology and imagination. And through the
strange allure of these great balloonists, it offers a masterly portrait of human endeavor, recklessness, and
vision. (With 24 pages of color illustrations, and black-and-white illustrations throughout.)
Godwin on Wollstonecraft John Murray
This volume offers a reappraisal of Wordsworth's and Coleridge's radical careers before their
emergence as major poets. Updated, revised, and with new manuscript material, this expanded new
edition responds to the most significant critical work on Wordsworth's and Coleridge's radical
careers in the three decades since the book first appeared. Fresh material is drawn from newspapers
and printed sources; the poetry of 1798 is given more detailed attention, and the critical debate
surrounding new historicism is freshly appraised. A new introduction reflects on how the book was
originally researched, offers new insights into the notorious Leonard Bourdon killings of 1793, and
revisits John Thelwall's predicament in 1798. University politics, radical dissent, and first-hand
experiences of Revolutionary France form the substance of the opening chapters. Wordsworth's and
Coleridge's relations with William Godwin and John Thelwall are tracked in detail, and both poets
are shown to have been closely connected with the London Corresponding Society. Godwin's
diaries, now accessible in electronic form, have been drawn upon extensively to supplement the
narrative of his intellectual influence. Offering a comparative perspective on the poets and their
contemporaries, the book investigates the ways in which 1790s radicals coped with personal crisis,
arrests, trumped-up charges, and prosecutions. Some fled the country, becoming refugees; others
went underground, hiding away as inner emigres. Against that backdrop, Wordsworth and Coleridge
opted for a different revolution: they wrote poems that would change the way people thought.
Falling Upwards New York Review of Books
Fiona MacCarthy makes a breakthrough in interpreting Byron's life and poetry drawing on John Murray's
world-famous archive. She brings a fresh eye to his early years: his childhood in Scotland, embattled relations
with his mother, the effect of his deformed foot on his development. She traces his early travels in the
Mediterranean and the East, throwing light on his relationships with adolescent boys - a hidden subject in
earlier biographies. While paying due attention to the compelling tragicomedy of Byron's marriage, his
incestuous love for his half-sister Augusta and the clamorous attention of his female fans, she gives a new
importance to his close male friendships, in particular that with his publisher John Murray. She tells the full
story of their famous disagreement, ending as a rift between them as Byron's poetry became more recklessly
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controversial. Byron was a celebrity in his own lifetime, becoming a 'superstar' in 1812, after the publication of
Childe Harold. The Byron legend grew to unprecedented proportions after his death in the Greek War of
Independence at the age of thirty-six. The problem for a biographer is sifting the truth from the sentimental,
the self-serving and the spurious. Fiona MacCarthy has overcome this to produce an immaculately researched
biography, which is also her refreshing personal view.
This Long Pursuit Pantheon
Groundbreaking and critically-acclaimed, Tommy is the first history of World War I to place the British
soldier who fought in the trenches centre-stage.
Byron Oxford University Press
On the 250th anniversary of Wordsworth’s birth comes a highly imaginative and vivid portrait of a
revolutionary poet who embodied the spirit of his age Published in time for the 250th anniversary of William
Wordsworth’s birth, this is the biography of a great poetic genius, a revolutionary who changed the world.
Wordsworth rejoiced in the French Revolution and played a central role in the cultural upheaval that we call
the Romantic Revolution. He and his fellow Romantics changed forever the way we think about childhood,
the sense of the self, our connection to the natural environment, and the purpose of poetry. But his was also a
revolutionary life in the old sense of the word, insofar as his art was of memory, the return of the past, the
circling back to childhood and youth. This beautifully written biography is purposefully fragmentary,
momentary, and selective, opening up what Wordsworth called "the hiding-places of my power."
Footsteps Vintage
Richard Holmes knew he had become a true biographer the day his bank bounced a check that he had
inadvertently dated 1772. Because for the acclaimed chronicler of Shelley and Coleridge, biography is a
physical pursuit, an ardent and arduous retracing of footsteps that may have vanished centuries before. In this
gripping book, Holmes takes us from France’s Massif Central, where he followed the route taken by Robert
Louis Stevenson and a sweet-natured donkey, to Mary Wollstonecraft’s Revolutionary Paris, to the Italian
villages where Percy Shelley tried to cast off the strictures of English morality and marriage. Footsteps is a
wonderful exploration of the ties between biographers and their subjects, filled with passion and revelations.
“Deeply impressive . . . Footsteps is a singular event in the modern history of biography, and in itself a
delightful reading experience.”—Alfred Kazin “This exhilarating book, part biography, part
autobiography, shows the biographer as sleuth and huntsman, tracking his subjects through space and
time.”—The Observer “A modern masterpiece . . . [Holmes is] the most romantic of contemporary
biographers and probably the most revolutionary in spirit and form.”—Michael Holroyd, author of
Bernard Shaw
Shelley New York Review of Books
Winner of the 1989 Whitbread Prize for Book of the Year, this is the first volume of Holmes’s
seminal two-part examination of Samuel Taylor Coleridge, one of Britain’s greatest poets.
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