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ABC-CLIO
The Age of Reagan brings to
life the tumultuous decade and
a half that preceded Ronald
Reagan’s ascent to the White
House. Drawing on scores of
interviews and years of
research, Steven F. Hayward
takes us on an engrossing
journey through the most
politically divisive years the
United States has had to endure
since the decade before the
Civil War. Hayward captures an
America at war with itself—and
an era whose reverberations we
feel to this very day. He
brings new insight into the
profound failure of Lyndon

Johnson’s Great Society, the
oddly liberal nature of Richard
Nixon’s administration, the
significance of Reagan’s years
as California’s governor, the
sudden-death drama of his near
defeat of Gerald Ford in the
1976 Republican primary, the
listlessness of Jimmy Carter’s
leadership, and the political
earthquake that was Reagan’s
victorious presidential campaign
in 1980. Provocative,
authoritative, and majestic in
scope, The Age of Reagan is an
unforgettable account of the
rebirth and triumph of the
American spirit.
The Other Eighties Oxford University Press

Page 2/17 March, 20 2025

The Age Of Reagan A History 1974 2008 Sean Wilentz



 

From the two-time Pulitzer Prize finalist,
bestselling historian, and author of Our First
Civil War—and "the rare academic historian who
can write like a bestselling novelist" (USA
Today)—comes an irresistible portrait of an
underestimated politician whose pragmatic
leadership and steadfast vision transformed the
nation. In his magisterial new biography, H. W.
Brands brilliantly establishes Ronald Reagan
as one of the two great presidents of the
twentieth century, a true peer to Franklin
Roosevelt. Reagan conveys with sweep and
vigor how the confident force of Reagan’s
personality and the unwavering nature of his
beliefs enabled him to engineer a conservative
revolution in American politics and play a
crucial role in ending communism in the Soviet
Union. Reagan shut down the age of liberalism,
Brands shows, and ushered in the age of
Reagan, whose defining principles are still
powerfully felt today. Employing archival

sources not available to previous biographers
and drawing on dozens of interviews with
surviving members of Reagan’s
administration, Brands has crafted a richly
detailed and fascinating narrative of the
presidential years. He offers new insights into
Reagan’s remote management style and
fractious West Wing staff, his deft handling of
public sentiment to transform the tax code, and
his deeply misunderstood relationship with
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, on which
nothing less than the fate of the world turned.
President Reagan Penguin
How did the United States go from being a
country that tries to rehabilitate street
criminals and prevent white-collar crime to
one that harshly punishes common
lawbreakers while at the same time
encouraging corporate crime through a
massive deregulation of business? Why do
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street criminals get stiff prison sentences, a
practice that has led to the disaster of mass
incarceration, while white-collar criminals,
who arguably harm more people, get slaps on
the wrist--if they are prosecuted at all? In Who
Are the Criminals?, one of America's leading
criminologists provides new answers to these
vitally important questions by telling how the
politicization of crime in the twentieth century
transformed and distorted crime
policymaking and led Americans to fear street
crime too much and corporate crime too little.
John Hagan argues that the recent history of
American criminal justice can be divided into
two eras--the age of Roosevelt (roughly 1933
to 1973) and the age of Reagan (1974 to 2008).
A focus on rehabilitation, corporate
regulation, and the social roots of crime in the

earlier period was dramatically reversed in the
later era. In the age of Reagan, the focus shifted
to the harsh treatment of street crimes,
especially drug offenses, which
disproportionately affected minorities and the
poor and resulted in wholesale imprisonment.
At the same time, a massive deregulation of
business provided new opportunities,
incentives, and even rationalizations for white-
collar crime--and helped cause the 2008
financial crisis and subsequent recession. The
time for moving beyond Reagan-era crime
policies is long overdue, Hagan argues. The
understanding of crime must be reshaped and
we must reconsider the relative harms and
punishments of street and corporate crimes. In
a new afterword, Hagan assesses Obama's
policies regarding the punishment of white-
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collar and street crimes and debates whether
there is any evidence of a significant change in
the way our country punishes them.
The Reagan Revolution: A Very Short
Introduction Routledge
In the 1960s transitioning from acting to
politics was rare. Ronald Reagan was not the
first to do it, but he was the first to jump from
the screen to the stump and on to credibility as
a presidential contender. Reagan’s
transformation from struggling liberal actor to
influential conservative spokesman in five
years—and then to the California governorship
six years later—is a remarkable and compelling
story. In Becoming Ronald Reagan Robert
Mann explores Reagan’s early life and his
career during the 1950s and early 1960s: his
growing desire for acclaim in high school and
college, his political awakening as a young

Hollywood actor, his ideological evolution in
the 1950s as he traveled the country for General
Electric, the refining of his political skills
during this period, his growing aversion to big
government, and his disdain for the totalitarian
leaders in the Soviet Union and elsewhere. All
these experiences and more shaped Reagan’s
politics and influenced his career as an elected
official. Mann not only demonstrates how
Reagan the actor became Reagan the political
leader and how the liberal became a
conservative, he also shows how the skills
Reagan learned and the lessons he absorbed
from 1954 to 1964 made him the inspiring
leader so many Americans remember and revere
to this day. Becoming Ronald Reagan is an
indelible portrait of a true American icon and a
politician like none other. Purchase the audio
edition.
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The Rise of the Republican Right Crown
Forum
When Things Went Right is a colorful and
insightful portrait of Washington at the
beginning of the Reagan-Bush era
(November 1980–March 1983) as lived
and recorded by an insider in his personal
journal. Chase Untermeyer was a Texas
state legislator and former journalist when
called to national service by his friend and
mentor George H. W. Bush after the 1980
election. In his journal entries and
subsequent annotations he describes how
the Reagan Administration began to
grapple with the major national and
international challenges it inherited. He also
reveals specifically how then–Vice
President Bush, Reagan’s former rival,

became a valued participant in this effort, in
the process solidifying the vice presidency as
a significant position in modern American
government. As executive assistant to the
Vice President, Untermeyer saw how Bush,
Reagan, and their top associates began
asserting conservative principles on
domestic, political, and foreign affairs. He
captured in his journal not just the events of
each day but also the atmosphere, the key
personalities, and the witty, trenchant, and
revealing things they said. The book’s long-
lasting value will be in providing historians
of the period with telling anecdotes and
quotations that were caught and preserved
with a reporter’s eye and ear. In addition
to perceptive portraits of Reagan and Bush,
When Things Went Right also features
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numerous cameo appearances by such
diverse characters as Margaret Thatcher,
Pope John Paul II, Emperor Hirohito of
Japan, Clare Boothe Luce, and jazz great
Lionel Hampton. For those who look back
on the presidencies of Reagan and Bush
with nostalgia and respect, and also for those
interested in the inner workings of the
administration during its earliest days, this is
the story of the time “when things went
right.”
Reagan Cornell University Press
This book, the only biography ever authorized
by a sitting President--yet written with complete
interpretive freedom--is as revolutionary in
method as it is formidable in scholarship. When
Ronald Reagan moved into the White House
in 1981, one of his first literary guests was

Edmund Morris, the Pulitzer Prize-winning
biographer of Theodore Roosevelt. Morris
developed a fascination for the genial yet
inscrutable President and, after Reagan's
landslide reelection in 1984, put aside the
second volume of his life of Roosevelt to
become an observing eye and ear at the White
House. During thirteen years of obsessive
archival research and interviews with Reagan
and his family, friends, admirers and enemies
(the book's enormous dramatis personae
includes such varied characters as Mikhail
Gorbachev, Michelangelo Antonioni, Elie
Wiesel, Mario Savio, Fran�ois Mitterrand,
Grant Wood, and Zippy the Pinhead), Morris
lived what amounted to a doppelg�nger life,
studying the young "Dutch," the middle-aged
"Ronnie," and the septuagenarian Chief
Executive with a closeness and dispassion, not to
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mention alternations of amusement, horror,and
amazed respect, unmatched by any other
presidential biographer. This almost Boswellian
closeness led to a unique literary method
whereby, in the earlier chapters of Dutch: A
Memoir of Ronald Reagan, Morris's
biographical mind becomes in effect another
character in the narrative, recording long-ago
events with the same eyewitness vividness (and
absolute documentary fidelity) with which the
author later describes the great dramas of
Reagan's presidency, and the tragedy of a noble
life now darkened by dementia. "I quite
understand," the author has remarked, "that
readers will have to adjust, at first, to what
amounts to a new biographical style. But the
revelations of this style, which derive directly
from Ronald Reagan's own way of looking at
his life, are I think rewarding enough to

convince them that one of the most interesting
characters in recent American history looms
here like a colossus."
Sleepwalking Through History Simon and Schuster
From his childhood in rural Illinois to moviemaking
days in Hollywood and on to a career in politics
that took him all the way to the Oval Office,
Ronald Reagan kept an abiding faith in America
and in what our country stood for. The oldest
president ever, he survived a near-fatal
assassination attempt and lived to be 93. Who Was
Ronald Reagan? covers his life and times in a
balanced, entertaining way for children. More than
100 black-and-white illustrations fill out the portrait
of our fortieth president.
Reagan, In His Own Hand Simon and
Schuster
In The Reagan Moment, the ideas, events,
strategies, trends, and movements that
shaped the 1980s are revealed to have had
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lasting effects on international relations: The
United States went from a creditor to a
debtor nation; democracy crested in East
Asia and returned to Latin America; the
People's Republic of China moved to
privatize, decentralize, and open its
economy; Osama bin Laden founded Al
Qaeda; and relations between Washington
and Moscow thawed en route to the Soviet
Union's dissolution. The Reagan Moment
places US foreign relations into global
context by examining the economic,
international, and ideational relationships
that bound Washington to the wider world.
Editors Jonathan R. Hunt and Simon Miles
bring together a cohort of scholars with fresh
insights from untapped and declassified
global sources to recast Reagan's pivotal

years in power. Contributors: Seth Anziska,
James Cameron, Elizabeth Charles, Susan
Colbourn, Michael De Groot, Stephanie
Freeman, Christopher Fuller, Flavia
Gasbarri, Mathias Haeussler, William
Inboden, Mark Atwood Lawrence, Elisabeth
Mariko Leake, Melvyn P. Leffler, Evan D.
McCormick, Jennifer Miller, David Painter,
Robert Rakove, William Michael Schmidli,
Sarah Snyder, Lauren Frances Turek, James
Wilson
My Turn Random House
In this engaging new book, Bradford Martin
illuminates a different 1980s than many
remember—one whose history has been
buried under the celebratory narrative of
conservative ascendancy. Ronald Reagan
looms large in most accounts of the period,
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encouraging Americans to renounce the
activist and liberal politics of the 1960s and
‘70s and embrace the resurgent
conservative wave. But a closer look reveals
that a sizable swath of Americans strongly
disapproved of Reagan's policies throughout
his presidency. With a weakened
Democratic Party scurrying for the political
center, many expressed their dissatisfaction
outside electoral politics. Unlike the civil
rights and Vietnam era protesters, activists
of the 1980s often found themselves on the
defensive, struggling to preserve the hard-
won victories of the previous era. Their
successes, then, were not in ushering in a
new era of progressive reforms but in
effecting change in areas from professional
life to popular culture, while beating back an

even more forceful political shift to the right.
Martin paints an indelible portrait of these
and other influential, but often overlooked,
movements: from on-the-ground efforts to
constrain the administration's aggressive
Latin American policy and stave off a
possible Nicaraguan war, to mock shanties
constructed on college campuses to shed
light on corporate America's role in
supporting the apartheid regime in South
Africa. The result is a clearer, richer
perspective on a turbulent decade in
American life.
Ronald Reagan PublicAffairs
"They called it the Reagan revolution," Ronald
Reagan noted in his Farewell Address. "Well, I'll
accept that, but for me it always seemed more like
the great rediscovery, a rediscovery of our values
and our common sense." Nearly two decades after
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that 1989 speech, debate continues to rage over just
how revolutionary those Reagan years were. The
Reagan Revolution: A Very Short Introduction
identifies and tackles some of the controversies and
historical mysteries that continue to swirl around
Reagan and his legacy, while providing an
illuminating look at some of the era's defining
personalities, ideas, and accomplishments. Gil Troy,
a well-known historian who is a frequent
commentator on contemporary politics, sheds much
light on the phenomenon known as the Reagan
Revolution, situating the reception of Reagan's
actions within the contemporary liberal and
conservative political scene. While most
conservatives refuse to countenance any criticism of
their hero, an articulate minority laments that he
did not go far enough. And while some liberals
continue to mourn just how far he went in changing
America, others continue to mock him as a
disengaged, do-nothing dunce. Nevertheless, as
Troy shows, two and a half decades after Reagan's

1981 inauguration, his legacy continues to shape
American politics, diplomacy, culture, and
economics. Both Bill Clinton and George W. Bush
modeled much of their presidential leadership styles
on Reagan's example, while many of the debates of
the '80s about the budget, tax cutting, defense-
spending, and American values still rage. Love him
or hate him, Ronald Reagan remains the most
influential president since Franklin D. Roosevelt,
and one of the most controversial. This marvelous
book places the Reagan Revolution in the broader
context of postwar politics, highlighting the legacies
of these years on subsequent presidents and on
American life today. About the Series: Combining
authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very
Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of
life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for
the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems
and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Reagan Crown
A moving memoir of the beloved fortieth president
of the United States, by his son. February 6, 2011,
is the one hundredth anniversary of Ronald
Reagan's birth. To mark the occasion, Ron Reagan
has written My Father at 100, an intimate look at
the life of his father-one of the most popular
presidents in American history-told from the
perspective of someone who knew Ronald Reagan
better than any adviser, friend, or colleague. As he
grew up under his father's watchful gaze, he
observed the very qualities that made the future
president a powerful leader. Yet for all of their
shared experiences of horseback rides and touch
football games, there was much that Ron never
knew about his father's past, and in My Father at
100, he sets out to understand this beloved, if often
enigmatic, figure who turned his early tribulations
into a stunning political career. Since his death in
2004, President Reagan has been a galvanizing
force that personifies the values of an older

America and represents an important era in national
history. Ron Reagan traces the sources of these
values in his father's early years and offers a
heartfelt portrait of a man and his country-and his
personal memories of the president he knew as
"Dad."
Reaganland Crown Forum
"Elegant prose, devastating insight and a keen
historical perspective."--Cleveland Plain Dealer
An American Life The Age of Reagan
In this concise yet thorough history of America
in the 1980s, Doug Rossinow takes the full
measure of Ronald Reagan's presidency and
the ideology of Reaganism. Believers in
libertarian economics and a muscular foreign
policy, Reaganite conservatives in the 1980s
achieved impressive success in their efforts to
transform American government, politics, and
society, ushering in the political and social
system Americans inhabit today. Rossinow
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links current trends in economic inequality to
the policies and social developments of the
Reagan era. He reckons with the racial politics
of Reaganism and its debt to the backlash
generated by the civil rights movement, as well
as Reaganism's entanglement with the politics
of crime and the rise of mass incarceration.
Rossinow narrates the conflicts that rocked U.S.
foreign policy toward Central America, and he
explains the role of the recession during the
early 1980s in the decline of manufacturing and
the growth of a service economy. From the
widening gender gap to the triumph of yuppies
and rap music, from Reagan's tax cuts and
military buildup to the celebrity of Michael
Jackson and Madonna, from the era's Wall
Street scandals to the successes of Bill Gates and
Sam Walton, from the first "war on terror" to
the end of the Cold War and the brink of

America's first war with Iraq, this history, lively
and readable yet sober and unsparing, gives
readers vital perspective on a decade that
dramatically altered the American landscape.
The Reagan Era Penguin (Non-Classics)
In the moments before his weekly radio address hit
the airwaves in 1984, Ronald Reagan made an off-
the-record joke: "I've signed legislation that will
outlaw Russia forever. We begin bombing in five
minutes." As reports of the stunt leaked to the press,
many Americans did not find themselves laughing
along with the president. Long a fervent warrior
against what he termed the "Evil Empire," by the
mid-1980s, Reagan confronted growing domestic
opposition to his revival of the Cold War. While
numerous histories of the era have glorified the
"Decade of Greed," historian Andrew Hunt instead
explores the period's robust political and cultural
dissent. We Begin Bombing in Five Minutes focuses
on a striking array of protest movements that took
up issues such as the nuclear arms race, U.S.
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intervention in Central America, and American
investments in South Africa. Hunt's new history of
the eighties investigates how film, television, and
other facets of popular culture critiqued
Washington's Cold War policies and reveals that
activists and cultural rebels alike posed a more
meaningful challenge to the Cold War's excesses
than their predecessors in the McCarthy era.
The Age of Reagan: The Fall of the Old Liberal
Order Harper Collins
The past thirty-five years have marked an era of
conservatism. Although briefly interrupted in the
late 1970s and temporarily reversed in the 1990s, a
powerful surge from the right dominated American
politics and government from 1974 to 2008. In The
Age of Reagan, Sean Wilentz, one of our nation's
leading historians, accounts for how a conservative
movement once deemed marginal managed to seize
power and hold it, and describes the momentous
consequences that followed. Vivid, authoritative,
and illuminating from start to finish, The Age of

Reagan is a groundbreaking chronicle of America's
political history since the fall of Nixon.
Becoming Ronald Reagan Crown Forum
A collection of letters from the former president
offers insight into his public and private life of
more than seventy years, from his early
struggles and Hollywood achievements to his
political career.
When Character Was King PublicAffairs
An introduction to the life and career of the movie
actor who left film for the political arena, being
elected governor of the state of California in 1966
and 1970, and President of the United States in
1980.
Ronald Reagan: A Biography Bloomsbury
Publishing
Hailed by the New Yorker as "a superlative
study of a president and his presidency," Lou
Cannon's President Reagan remains the
definitive account of our most significant
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presidency in the last fifty years. Ronald Wilson
Reagan, the first actor to be elected president,
turned in the performance of a lifetime. But that
performance concealed the complexities of the
man, baffling most who came in contact with
him. Who was the man behind the makeup?
Only Lou Cannon, who covered Reagan
through his political career, can tell us. The
keenest Reagan-watcher of them all, he has
been the only author to reveal the nature of a
man both shrewd and oblivious. Based on
hundreds of interviews with the president, the
First Lady, and hundreds of the administration's
major figures, President Reagan takes us behind
the scenes of the Oval Office. Cannon leads us
through all of Reagan's roles, from the affable
cowboy to the self-styled family man; from the
politician who denounced big government to
the president who created the largest peace-time

deficit; from the statesman who reviled the
Soviet government to the Great Communicator
who helped end the cold war.
Make My Day Princeton University Press
Ronald Reagan’s autobiography is a work of
major historical importance. Here, in his own
words, is the story of his life—public and
private—told in a book both frank and
compellingly readable. Few presidents have
accomplished more, or been so effective in
changing the direction of government in ways
that are both fundamental and lasting, than
Ronald Reagan. Certainly no president has
more dramatically raised the American spirit,
or done so much to restore national strength
and self-confidence. Here, then, is a truly
American success story—a great and inspiring
one. From modest beginnings as the son of a
shoe salesman in Tampico, Illinois, Ronald
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Reagan achieved first a distinguished career in
Hollywood and then, as governor of California
and as president of the most powerful nation in
the world, a career of public service unique in
our history. Ronald Reagan’s account of that
rise is told here with all the uncompromising
candor, modesty, and wit that made him
perhaps the most able communicator ever to
occupy the White House, and also with the
sense of drama of a gifted natural storyteller. He
tells us, with warmth and pride, of his early
years and of the elements that made him, in
later life, a leader of such stubborn integrity,
courage, and clear-minded optimism. Reading
the account of this childhood, we understand
how his parents, struggling to make ends meet
despite family problems and the rigors of the
Depression, shaped his belief in the virtues of
American life—the need to help others, the

desire to get ahead and to get things done, the
deep trust in the basic goodness, values, and
sense of justice of the American people—virtues
that few presidents have expressed more
eloquently than Ronald Reagan. With absolute
authority and a keen eye for the details and the
anecdotes that humanize history, Ronald
Reagan takes the reader behind the scenes of his
extraordinary career, from his first political
experiences as president of the Screen Actors
Guild (including his first meeting with a
beautiful young actress who was later to become
Nancy Reagan) to such high points of his
presidency as the November 1985 Geneva
meeting with Mikhail Gorbachev, during which
Reagan invited the Soviet leader outside for a
breath of fresh air and then took him off for a
walk and a man-to-man chat, without aides,
that set the course for arms reduction and
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charted the end of the Cold War. Here he
reveals what went on behind his decision to
enter politics and run for the governorship of
California, the speech nominating Barry
Goldwater that first made Reagan a national
political figure, his race for the presidency, his
relations with the members of his own cabinet,
and his frustrations with Congress. He gives us
the details of the great themes and dramatic
crises of his eight years in office, from Lebanon
to Grenada, from the struggle to achieve arms
control to tax reform, from Iran-Contra to the
visits abroad that did so much to reestablish the
United States in the eyes of the world as a
friendly and peaceful power. His narrative is full
of insights, from the unseen dangers of
Gorbachev’s first visit to the United States to
Reagan’s own personal correspondence with
major foreign leaders, as well as his innermost

feelings about life in the White House, the
assassination attempt, his family—and the
enduring love between himself and Mrs.
Reagan. An American Life is a warm, richly
detailed, and deeply human book, a brilliant self-
portrait, a significant work of history.
Vermont in the Age of Reagan Post Hill
Press
The Age of ReaganHarper Collins
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