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Philosophy's Artful Conversation Literary
and Cultural Theory
This is a lucid study of Walter
Benjamin's lifelong fascination with the
city and forms of metropolitan
experience, highlighting the relevance
of Benjamin's work to our contemporary
understanding of modernity.
Myth and Metropolis Manchester University Press
The towering twentieth century thinker delve into
literature, philosophy, and his own life experience in
this “extraordinary collection” (Publishers
Weekly). A companion volume to Illuminations, the
first collection of Walter Benjamin’s writings,
Reflections presents a further sampling of his wide-
ranging work. Here Benjamin evolves a theory of
language as the medium of all creation, discusses
theater and surrealism, reminisces about Berlin in the
1920s, recalls conversations with Bertolt Brecht, and
provides travelogues of various cities, including

Moscow under Stalin. Benjamin moves seamlessly
from literary criticism to autobiography to
philosophical-theological speculations, cementing his
reputation as one of the greatest and most versatile
writers of the twentieth century. “This book is just
that: reflections of a highly polished mind that
uncannily approximate the century’s fragments of
shattered traditions.” —Time
Selected Writings: 1938-1940 Harvard University
Press
Comprising more than 65 pieces - journal articles,
reviews, extended essays, sketches, aphorisms, and
fragments - this volume shows the range of Walter
Benjamin's writing. His topics here include poetry,
fiction, drama, history, religion, love, violence,
morality and mythology.
Walter Benjamin Harvard
University Press
Essays and reflections from one
of the twentieth century’s most
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original cultural critics, with
an introduction by Hannah
Arendt. Walter Benjamin was an
icon of criticism, renowned for
his insight on art, literature,
and philosophy. This volume
includes his views on Kafka,
with whom he felt a close
personal affinity; his studies
on Baudelaire and Proust; and
his essays on Leskov and
Brecht’s epic theater.
Illuminations also includes his
penetrating study “The Work of
Art in the Age of Mechanical
Reproduction,” an enlightening
discussion of translation as a
literary mode; and his theses on
the philosophy of history.

Hannah Arendt selected the
essays for this volume and
introduces them with a classic
essay about Benjamin’s life in a
dark historical era. Leon
Wieseltier’s preface explores
Benjamin’s continued relevance
for our times. Walter Benjamin
(1892–1940) was a German-Jewish
Marxist literary critic,
essayist, translator, and
philosopher. He was at times
associated with the Frankfurt
School of critical theory and
was also greatly inspired by the
Marxism of Bertolt Brecht and
Jewish mysticism as presented by
Gershom Scholem.?

Berlin Childhood Around 1900 Harvard
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University Press
Walter Benjamin was perhaps the
twentieth century's most elusive
intellectual. His writings defy
categorization, and his improvised
existence has proven irresistible to
mythologizers. In a major new
biography, Howard Eiland and Michael
Jennings present a comprehensive
portrait of the man and his times, as
well as extensive commentary on his
work.

Walter Benjamin and Theology
Harvard University Press
In the Arcades Project, Walter
Benjamin writes that his work is
“related to theology as blotting pad
is related to ink. It is saturated with
it.” For a thinker so decisive to

critical literary, cultural, political,
and aesthetic writings over the past
half-century, Benjamin’s
relationship to theological matters
has been less observed than it
should, even despite a variety of
attempts over the last four decades
to illuminate the theological
elements latent within his eclectic
and occasional writings. Such
attempts, though undeniably crucial
to comprehending his thought,
remain in need of deepened
systematic analysis. In bringing
together some of the most
renowned experts from both sides
of the Atlantic, Walter Benjamin and
Theology seeks to establish a new
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site from which to address both the
issue of Benjamin’s relationship
with theology and all the crucial
aspects that Benjamin himself
grappled with when addressing the
field and operations of theological
inquiry.
One-Way Street Fordham Univ Press
This Companion offers a comprehensive
introduction to the thought of the highly
influential twentieth-century critic and
theorist Walter Benjamin. The volume
provides examinations of the different
aspects of Benjamin's work that have had
a significant effect on contemporary
critical and historical thought. Topics
discussed by experts in the field include
Benjamin's relation to the avant-garde
movements of his time, his theories on
language and mimesis, modernity, his

significance and relevance to modern
cultural studies, and his autobiographical
writings. Additional material includes a
guide to further reading and a chronology.

Benjamin Now Beacon Press
Published in conjunction with an
exhibition organized by the Jewish
Museum, New York, March 17-August
6, 2017.

The Arcades Wayne State
University Press
Focusing on the arcades of 19th-
century Paris--glass-roofed rows of
shops that were early centers of
consumerism--Benjamin presents a
montage of quotations from, and
reflections on, hundreds of
published sources. 46 illustrations.
The Origin of German Tragic Drama
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Verso Books
Not an autobiography in the customary
sense, Benjamin's recollection of his
childhood in an upper-middle-class
Jewish home in Berlin's West End at
the turn of the century is translated
into English for the first time in book
form.

Benjamin's Passages MIT Press
The art historian Aby M. Warburg
and the philosopher Walter
Benjamin are widely respected as
two of the most significant cultural
theorists of the twentieth century.
Their common interests in
historiography, the function of
collective memory, and the relation
of modern society to earlier stages

of human social existence, were
important examples of the attempt
to articulate, analyse and represent
the experience of modernity.
Drawing on a variety of discourses
from aesthetics, art history,
anthropology and psychology, they
presented an account of modernity
and human development that
represented an important counter to
the optimistic belief in progress
prevalent amongst their
contemporaries. Rarely, however,
have the connections between these
two thinkers been explored in depth.
This volume consists of an
exploration of the intellectual
relation between them, considering
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their varying responses to the
question of the meaning of
modernity, and above all their
common legacy for the present.
Walter Benjamin and the Aesthetics
of Change MIT Press
Benjamin on Fashion reconstructs
and redefines Walter Benjamin's
complex, fragmentary and yet
influential fashion theory that he
developed in the Arcades Project
(1927-1940) and beyond, while
situating it within the environment
from which it emerged - 1930s
Parisian couture. In this insightful
new book, Philipp Ekardt brings
Benjamin into discussion with a
number of important, but frequently

overlooked sources. Amongst many
others, these include the German
fashion critic Helen Grund, who
introduced him to the contemporary
fashion scene; Georg Simmel's
fashion sociology; Henri Focillon's
morphological art history; designs
by Elsa Schiaparelli and Madeleine
Vionnet; films by L'Herbier and
others starring Mae West; and the
photography of George Hoyningen-
Huene and Man Ray. In doing so,
Ekardt demonstrates how fashion
and silhouettes became grounded in
sex; how an ideal of the elegant
animation of matter was pitted
against the concept of an obdurate
fashion form; and how Benjamin's
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idea of 'fashion's tiger's leap into the
past' paralleled the return of 1930s
couture to the depths of (fashion)
history. The use of such relevant
sources makes this crucial for
understanding Benjamin both as a
thinker and a cultural theorist.
Tigersprung Boundary
One of the most significant cultural
documents of the Weimar Republic
and Nazi era, Walter Benjamin's
unfinished Arcades Project has had
a remarkable impact on present-day
cultural theory, urban studies,
cultural studies and literary
interpretation. Originally designed
as a panoramic study chronicling
the rise and decline of the Parisian

shopping arcades, Benjamin's work
combines imaginative peregrinations
through the changing city-scape of
nineteenth-century Paris with
passages that read like a blueprint
for a new cultural theory of
modernity. Walter Benjamin and the
Arcades Project provides the first
comprehensive introduction to this
extraordinary work accessible to
English-language readers. The
diverse range of issues explored
include the nature of collecting, the
anatomy of melancholy, the fl�neur,
the physiognomy of ruins, the
dialectical image, Benjamin's
relation to Baudelaire, the practice
of history-writing, and modernity
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and architecture. Contributors
include Susan Buck-Morss, Stanley
Cavell, Jonathan Culler, Brigid
Doherty, Barbara Johnson, Esther
Leslie, Gerhard Richter, Andrew
Benjamin, Howard Caygill, Beatrice
Hanssen, Detlef Mertins, Elissa
Marder, Tyrus Miller, and Irving
Wohlfarth
The Writer of Modern Life Bloomsbury
Publishing
Walter Benjamin's magnum opus was a
book he did not live to write. In The
Dialectics of Seeing, Susan Buck-Morss
offers an inventive reconstruction of the
Passagen Werk, or Arcades Project, as it
might have taken form. Working with
Benjamin's vast files of citations and
commentary which contain a myriad of

historical details from the dawn of
consumer culture, Buck-Morss makes
visible the conceptual structure that gives
these fragments philosophical coherence.
She uses images throughout the book to
demonstrate that Benjamin took the debris
of mass culture seriously as the source of
philosophical truth. The Paris Arcades that
so fascinated Benjamin (as they did the
Surrealists whose "materialist
metaphysics" he admired) were the
prototype, the 19th century "ur-form" of
the modern shopping mall. Benjamin's
dialectics of seeing demonstrate how to
read these consumer dream houses and so
many other material objects of the
time—from air balloons to women's
fashions, from Baudelaire's poetry to
Grandville's cartoons—as anticipations of
social utopia and, simultaneously, as clues
for a radical political critique. Buck-Morss
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plots Benjamin's intellectual orientation on
axes running east and west, north and
south—Moscow Paris, Berlin-Naples—and
shows how such thinking in coordinates
can explain his understanding of
"dialectics at a standstill." She argues for
the continuing relevance of Benjamin's
insights but then allows a set of
"afterimages" to have the last word.

Walter Benjamin Otto Harrassowitz
Verlag
A series of influential essays on the
visual arts that were made possible
by machines, and the implications
for the future of culture.
On Hashish Univ of California Press
Presented in a new edition with
expanded notes, this genre-defying
meditation on the semiotics of

late-1920s Weimar culture,
composed of 60 short prose pieces
that vary wildly in style and theme,
offers a fresh opportunity to
encounter Walter Benjamin at his
most virtuosic and experimental,
writing in a vein that anticipates
later masterpieces.
The Essential Marcuse Stanford
University Press
A beautiful collection of the legendary
thinker’s short stories The Storyteller
gathers for the first time the fiction of
the legendary critic and philosopher
Walter Benjamin, best known for his
groundbreaking studies of culture and
literature, including Illuminations, One-
Way Street and The Arcades Project.
His stories revel in the erotic tensions
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of city life, cross the threshold between
rational and hallucinatory realms,
celebrate the importance of games, and
delve into the peculiar relationship
between gambling and fortune-telling,
and explore the themes that defined
Benjamin. The novellas, fables,
histories, aphorisms, parables and
riddles in this collection are brought to
life by the playful imagery of the
modernist artist and Bauhaus figure
Paul Klee.
Walter Benjamin Harvard University
Press
Walter Benjamin is one of the most
important figures of modern culture.
The authors focus within this book on
Benjamin as a philosopher, but also as
a writer. Philosophical and philological

readings are accompanied by essays
presenting his biography.

Cinema and Experience Cambridge
University Press
The Essential Marcuse provides an
overview of Herbert Marcuse's
political and philosophical writing
over four decades, with excerpts
from his major books as well as
essays from various academic
journals. The most influential
radical philosopher of the 1960s,
Marcuse's writings are noteworthy
for their uncompromising opposition
to both capitalism and communism.
His words are as relevant to today's
society as they were at the time
they were written.
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Selected Writings: 1927-1934 Harvard
University Press
Kracauer. Film, medium of a
disintegrating world. -- Curious
Americanism. -- Benjamin. Actuality,
antinomies. -- Aura: the appropriation of a
concept. -- Mistaking the moon for a ball.
-- Micky-maus. -- Room-for-play. --
Adorno. The question of film aesthetics.
-- Kracauer in exile. Theory of film.
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