The Assassins Song Mg Vassanii

Yeah, reviewing a book The Assassins Song Mg Vassanji could ensue your near contacts listings. This is just one of the
solutions for you to be successful. As understood, success does not suggest that you have fabulous points.

Comprehending as skillfully as contract even more than extra will

come up with the money for each success. adjacent to, the

declaration as with ease as keenness of this The Assassins Song Mg Vassanji can be taken as competently as picked to act.

A Place Within McClelland & Stewart

From M.G. Vassanji, two-time Scotiabank Giller Prize winner and a Governor
General's Literary Award winner for Non-fiction, comes a poignant love letter to
his birthplace and homeland, East Africa—a powerful and surprising portrait
that only an insider could write. Part travelogue, part memoir, and part history-
rarely-told, here is a powerful and timely portrait of a constantly evolving land.
From a description of Zanzibar and its evolution to a visit to a slave-market town
at Lake Tanganyika; from an encounter with a witchdoctor in an old coastal
village to memories of his own childhood in the streets of Dar es Salaam and the
suburbs of Nairobi, Vassanji combines brilliant prose, thoughtful and candid
observation, and a lifetime of revisiting and reassessing the continent that
molded him—and, as we discover when we follow the journeys that became this
book, shapes him still.
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The Book of Secrets Doubleday Canada

From M.G. Vassanji, two-time Giller Prize winner and
winner of the Governor General's Literary Award, comes
a finely crafted collection of short fiction that explores the
tensions between remembering past homes and belonging
in new ones. Weaving between wistful memories of
youthful ambition and the compromises and comforts of
age, travelling between the streets of Dar es Salaam and
Toronto, the characters in these stories must negotiate
distance--between here and there; between lives imagined
and lives lived; between expectation and disappointment;
between inclusion and exclusion. Throughout, Vassanji
engages passionately with the intellectual and political
guestions that inspire him as a writer and a citizen, while
always matching the energy of his ideas with the empathy
and emotional depth he invests in his characters. As with
all Vassanji's finest work, What You Are stands as a
model of artistic integrity and clarity of vision.

The Gracekeepers McClelland & Stewart

A group of Koreans are making their way across a disease-
ravaged landscape—but to what end? To the Warm Horizon shows

September, 01 2024

The Assassins Song Mg Vassanji



how in a post-apocalyptic world, humans will still seek purpose, O'iginally published in 2011, The Msquito

kinship, and even intimacy. Focusing on two young women, Jina
and Dori, who find love against al odds, Choi Jin-young creates a
dystopia where people are trying to find direction after having
their worlds turned upside down. Lucidly translated from the
Korean by Soje, this thoughtful yet gripping novel takes the reader
on ajourney through how people adjust, or fail to adjust, to
catastrophe.

When She Was Queen Picador

In this poignant novel, a man guilty of a minor offense finds purpose
unexpectedly by way of his punishment—reading to others. After an
accident—or “ the misfortune,” as his cancer-ridden father’ s caretaker,
Celeste, calls it—Eduardo is sentenced to a year of community service
reading to the elderly and disabled. Stripped of his driver’ s license and
feeling impotent as he nears thirty-five, he leads a dull, lonely life, chatting
occasionally with the waitresses of a local restaurant or walking the streets of
Cuernavaca. Once a quiet town known for its lush gardens and swimming
pools, the “ City of Eternal Spring” is now plagued by robberies,
kidnappings, and the other myriad forms of violence bred by drug trafficking.
At first, Eduardo seems unable to connect. He movingly reads the words of
Dostoyevsky, Henry James, Daphne du Maurier, and more, but doesn’ t
truly understand them. His eccentric listeners—including two brothers, one
mute, who moves his lips while the other acts as ventriloquist; deaf parents
raising children they don’ t know are hearing; and a beautiful, wheelchair-
bound mezzo soprano—sense his detachment. Then Eduardo comes across a
poem his father had copied by the Mexican poet Isabel Fraire, and it affects
him as no literature has before. Through these fascinating characters, like the
practical, quick-witted Celeste, who intuitively grasps poetry even though she
never learned to read, Fabio Mora bito shows how art can help us rediscover
meaning in a corrupt, unequal society.

Late Nights on Air Notion Press
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Bite Author is the seventh novel by the
accl ai med Tur ki sh aut hor Bar?? B?cakc?.
follows the daily life of an aspiring
novelist, Cem |, in the nonths after
subm ts his manuscript to a publisher
| stanbul . Living in an unremarkabl e
apartnment conplex in the outskirts of
Ankara, Cem | spends his days going on

wal ks, cooking for his wife, repairing |eaks
i n his neighbor’s bathroom and havi ng

el aborate i magi nary conversations in his
head with his potential editor about the
meaning of life and art. Uncertain of

whet her his manuscript wll be accepted,
Cem | wavers between thoughtful neditations
on the origin of the universe and the
trajectory of political literature in

Tur key, panic over his owmn worth as a
writer, and incredulity toward the objects
that make up his quiet world in the Ankara

subur bs.

The I n-Between Wrld of Vikram Lall
LLC

Ready to Burst follows the lives of two young nen
and their individual attenpts to nmake sense of the
deeply troubl ed society surrounding them An
informed critique of the “brain drain” pronpted by
the Duvalier dictatorship, Ready to Burst is, in

|t

he
I n

O her Press,
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Frankétienne’s words, a portrait of “the extrene
bitterness of doomin the face of the blind

machi nery of power.” Wdely recognized as Haiti’s
nmost inportant literary figure and an out spoken
chal I enger of political oppression, Frankétienne was
a candidate for the Nobel Prize for Literature in
2009. The New York Tinmes has called Frankétienne
“the Father of Haitian Letters.”

Killing the Water Pengui n Random House | ndi a
Private Limted

Karsan Dargawal | a has al ways known that he wll
succeed his father as guardian of a Sufi shrine and
an earthly avatar of the thirteenth-century nystic,
Pir Bawa—but all he desires is to be “ordinary,”
and play first-class cricket. Wen he goes away to
study in the United States, he discovers an
exhilarating freedom and rejects his inheritance;
his |ife experiences however ultimately draw him
back to his spiritual heritage. He returns to India
to find a communally torn GQujarat, a despoiled

shrine, and a fugitive brother. Wth its grand
hi storical sweep and i ntense personal drama, this
superbly crafted novel tells a powerful story of

one man's struggle to balance life and faith.

The Magi ¢ of Saida Bl oonsbury Publishing

The Scoti abank Gller Prize-w nning novel
fromElizabeth Hay. Harry Boyd, a hard-
bitten refugee fromfailure in Toronto

tel evision, has returned to a small radio
station in the Canadian North. There, in

Yel | owkni fe, in the summer of 1975, he falls
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in love wwth a voice on air, though the real
wonman, Dido Paris, is both a surprise and
even nore than he inmagined. Dido and Harry
are part of the cast of eccentric, utterly

| oveabl e characters, all transplants from

el sewhere, who forman unlikely group at the
station. Their |oves and | ongings, their
rivalries and entangl enents, the stories of
their pasts and what brought each of themto
the North, formthe centre. One summer, on a
canoe trip four of them nake into the Arctic
W | derness (following in the steps of the

| egendary Engl i shman John Hornby, who, al ong
with his small party, starved to death in
the barrens in 1927), they find the bal ance
of love shifting, nmuch as the bal ance of
power in the North is being changed by the
proposed Mackenzi e Vall ey gas pipeline,

whi ch threatens to displace Native people
fromtheir land. Wth unforgettable
characters, vividly evoked settings, in this
awar d—w nni ng novel, Hay brings to bear her
skewering intelligence into the frailties of
the human heart and her ability to tell a
spel l binding story. Witten in gorgeous
prose, laced with dark hunmour, Late Ni ghts
on Air is Hay’'s nost seductive and
acconpl i shed novel yet.
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Mour ni ng Ebury Press

When you are deni ed sonet hi ng,
grossly overestimated in your mnd. | rejected
all the gifts in our life and dwelled on its
singl e deficiency. Pregnancy was an excl usive
club and I wanted to break in. \Wen Rohini
married Ranjith and noved to the "big city',
they had al ready planned the next five years of
their life: job, honme, and then child. After
three years of marriage and am dst increasing
pressure fromfamly, they decided to seek
medi cal help to conceive. But they weren't
prepared for what canme next-not only in terns
of the invasive, gruelling and deeply
unconfortable nature of infertility treatnent
but also the financial and enotional strain it
woul d put on their marriage, and the gnaw ng
shanme and feeling of inadequacy that she would
experience as a woman unable to bear a child.
What's a Lenon Squeezer Doing in My Vagina? is
a wtty, noving and intensely personal
retelling of Rohini's five-year-long battle
with infertility, capturing the indignities of
medi cal procedures, the sting of prying
guestions fromfriends and strangers, the

di sproportionate burden of treatnent on the
wonan, the everyday anxieties about wayward
hor nones, follicles and enbryos and the
overarching anxi ety about the outcone of the
treatnent. It offers a no-holds-barred view of

its value is
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her circuitous and highly bunpy road to

not her hood.

Transcultural Witers and Novels in the Age of

G obal Mobility Anchor Canada

W nner of the 1990 Commonweal th First Novel Prize

(Africa). The Gunny Sack follows the bizarre tale

of an old and unrenarkabl e bag and the life

changi ng secrets within it. In exile from Tanzani a,

SalimJuma is given a gunny sack by his bel oved,

but strange, great-aunt. The bag takes himback to

hi s chil dhood, when he was first nesnerised by the

pecul i ar nenentos inside. He soon begins to piece

toget her the stories hidden within, only to

di scover the truth behind a fateful series of

events that changed his famly forever. The stories

that follow stretch across four generations of

Salims famly, tracing their footsteps and

unravelling their |oves, betrayals, and incredible

m sadventures. The Gunny Sack is an extraordinary

chronicle into the experiences of Indian mgrants

in Africa as they struggl ed under changi ng power

structures, from German invasions to British

col oni al i sm

The Assassin's Song Honford Star

The first in an epic trilogy, Amtav Giosh's

Sea of Poppies is "a remarkably rich saga .
whi ch has plenty of action and adventure

a la Dumas, but nonents al so of Tol stoyan

penetration--and a drop or two of Di ckensian

sentinment"” (The Qobserver [London]). At the

heart of this vibrant saga is a vast ship,
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the Ibis.
across the Indian Ccean shortly before the
out break of the QviumWars in China. In a
time of colonial upheaval, fate has thrown

t oget her a diverse cast of I|Indians and
Westerners on board, froma bankrupt raja to
a w dowed tri beswoman, froma nulatto
American freedman to a free-spirited French
orphan. As their old famly ties are washed
away, they, like their historical
counterparts, cone to view thensel ves as

j ahaj - bhai s, or ship-brothers. The vast
sweep of this historical adventure spans the

| ush poppy fields of the Ganges, the rolling
hi gh seas, and the exotic backstreets of
Canton. Wth a panorama of characters whose

di aspora encapsul ates the vexed col oni al
history of the East itself, Sea of Poppies
Is "a stormtossed adventure worthy of Sir
Walter Scott" (Vogue).

Sea of Poppi es Doubl eday Canada

Gller Prize-~wnner M G Vassanji gives us
a powerfully enotional novel of |ove and

| oss, of an African/lndian man who returns
to the town of his birth in search of the
girl he once | oved—and the sense of self

t hat has always eluded him Kamal Punja is a
physi ci an who has |lived in Canada for the
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Her destiny is a tunultuous voyage past forty years,

but whomwe first neet in a
Tanzani an hospital. He is delirious and says

he has been poi soned with hall uci nogens. But

when Kamal finds a curious and synpathetic

ear in a local publisher, his ravings begin
to reveal a tale of extraordinary pathos,
conplexity, and nystery. Raised by his

African nother, deserted when he was four
his Indian father, married to a woman of
| ndi an heritage, and the father of two
whol |y Westerni zed children, Kamal had
reached a stage of both undreaned- of

by

mat eri al success and di sintegrating personal
ties. Then, suddenly, he “stepped off the
treadm ||, allowed an old regret to awaken,”

and set off to find the girl he had known as
a child, to finally keep his prom se to her
that he would return. The girl was Saida,
gr anddaught er of a great, bel oved Swahi |
poet. Kamal and Sai da were constant

conpani ons—he teachi ng her English and
arithmetic, she teaching him Arabic script
and Swahili poetry—and in his child s m nd,
she was his future wife. Until, when he was
el even, his nother sent himto the capital,
Dar es Salaam to live with his father’s
relatives, to “becone an Indian” and thus
secure his future. Now Kamal is journeying
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back to the village he left,
hi s | ong-unresol ved m xed-race identity and
the nightmarish | egacy of his broken proni se
to Saida. At once dramatic, searching, and
intelligent, The Magi ¢ of Saida noves deftly
bet ween the past and present, painting both
an intimate picture of passion and betrayal
and a broad canvas of political prom se and
failure in contenporary Africa. It is a
timel ess story—and a story very nuch of our
own tine.

What ' s a Lenon Squeezer
Pengui n Books I ndi a
Gller Prize-winner MG Vassanji’s The In-
Bet ween World of VikramLall is a haunting
novel of corruption and regret that brings
to life the conplexity and turbul ence of
Kenyan society in the last five decades.
Rich in sensuous detail and historical
insight, this is a powerful story of

passi onate betrayals and political violence,
racial tension and the strictures of
tradition, told in elegant, assured prose.
The novel begins in 1953, with eight-year-
old VikramLall a wtness to the

cel ebrations around the coronation of Queen
Eli zabeth 11, just as the Mau Mau guerilla
war for independence fromBritain begins to

Doing in My Vagi na?
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Into the naze of gain strength.

In a land torn apart by

| deal i sm doubt, political upheaval and
terrible acts of violence, Vic and his
sister Deepa nust find their place anong a
new generation. Neither col onists nor

African, neither white nor black, the Indian
brot her and sister find thensel ves sonewhere
i n between in their band of playmates: Bil
and Annie, British children, and N oroge, an
African boy. These are the rel ationships
that will shape the rest of their lives. W

foll ow Vi kram t hrough the changes in East
African society, the i nmense prom se of the
fifties and sixties. But when that hope is
betrayed by the corruption and viol ence of
the foll ow ng decades, Vic is drawn into the
Kenyatta governnent’s orbit of graft and
power - br oki ng. Nj oroge, his chil dhood
friend, can abandon neither the idealism of
his youth nor his love for Vic's sister
Deepa. But neither the idealismof the one
nor the passive cynicismof the other can
avert the tragedies that await them The In-
Bet ween World of VikramLall is a profound
and careful exam nation of one man’s search
for his place in the world, with thenmes that
have run through Vassanji’s work: the nature
of community in a volatile society, the
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and
I S

rel ati ons between col ony and col oni zer,
t he i nescapabl e presence of the past.
al so, finally, a deeply personal book
speaking to the people who are in the in-
bet ween.

Trout Belly Up Archi pel ago

A neurotic young man, self-confined to his bed,
reflects on the turning point of his childhood: his
not her' s di sappear ance.

Ram fi cati ons Charco Press

I nternational Latino Book Award W nner
Lewi s WAl l ant Award W nner Kirkus Prize
Finalist Neustadt International Prize Finalist
Bal cones Fiction Prize Finalist PEN Transl ation
Prize Longlist “A feat of literary acrobatics.”
—New Yor k Revi ew of Books |In Murning, Eduardo
Hal fon’ s eponynous narrator travels to Pol and,
Italy, the U.S., and the Guatemal an countrysi de
I n search of secrets he can barely nane. He
follows nmenory’s strands back to his materna
roots in Jewi sh Poland and to the

contradi ctory, forbidden stories of his
father’s Lebanese-Jewi sh immgrant famly,
specifically surrounding the | ong-ago chil dhood
death by drowni ng of his uncle Sal onbn. But
what, or who, really killed Sal onbn? As he goes
deeper, he realizes that the truth lies buried
in his own past, in the brutal Guatenala of the
1970s and his subsequent exile to the Anmerican
South. Mourning is a subtle and stirring

It

Edwar d
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reflection on the formative and destructive
power of fam |y nythol ogy, silence, and | oss.
Eduardo Hal fon nmoved from Guatenala to the
United States at the age of ten and attended
school in South Florida and North Carolina. The
reci pi ent of a Guggenhei m Fel | owshi p, Roger
Caillois Prize, José Maria de Pereda Prize for
t he Short Novel, and Guatemal an National Prize
in Literature, he is the author of two previous
novel s published in English: The Polish Boxer, a
New York Tinmes Editors’ Choice selection and
Monastery, longlisted for the Best Transl ated
Book Award.

The Col | ected Short Stories of Roald Dahl Crown

For readers of The Night Grcus and Station El even,
a lyrical and absorbing debut set in a world
covered by water As a G acekeeper, Callanish

adm ni sters shoreside burials, laying the dead to
their final resting place deep in the depths of the
ocean. Al one on her island, she has exiled herself
to alife of tending watery graves as penance for a
| ong-ago mi stake that still haunts her. Meanwhil e,
North works as a circus performer with the
Excal i bur, a floating troupe of acrobats, clowns,
dancers, and trainers who sail from one archi pel ago
to the next, entertaining in exchange for
sustenance. In a world divided between those

i nhabiting the mai nland ("I andl ockers") and those
who float on the sea ("danplings"), |oneliness has
become a way of life for North and Call ani sh, until
a sudden storm of fshore brings change to both their
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| ives--offering them a new understandi ng of the North Anmerican Suburbia. Drawn Back To Where
world they Iive in and the consequences of the past, |t Al] Began, Karsan Finds That In The

whil e restoring hope in an unexpected future. Crcle O Life, He Forged His Ow Identity
Inspired in part by Scottish nyths and fairytales, I nd d OC’H' Fat h S Posi ti And

The G acekeepers tells a nodern story of an n ependent I'S a.t er OS'_t' on .n

i rreparably changed world: one that harbors the sane Pi rbaag; Lost And Rediscovered Hi's Faith;

i sol ati on and sadness, but also joys and marvels of Watched Hi's Fam |y Be R pped Apart By

our own age. —Finalist, Lanbda Literary Award Abandonnment And Death; And Now, As He Slowy
The Assassin's Song Bellevue Literary Press Remenbers The Bol OF Hi s Forefathers And

An I nportant Book . . . Vassanji Wites Sings The Gnans O Pirbaag, It Is

About Faith And Conflict Like No Other. H's Redenption That He Seeks. But As He Picks Up
Prose I's Inpeccabl e -Khushwant Singh The The Threads O A Life He Rejected Decades

Assassin S Song |Is A Stunning Evocation O Ago, Karsan Realizes There May Be No
The Physical And Enotional Landscape O A Absol ution. A Novel O Grand Historical

Man Caught Between Filial Opbligation And Sweep And Intricate Personal Drama, The

Per sonal Yearning, Between The Ancient And Assassin S Song |s A Heartbreaking Ballad O
The Modern. It Is The Story O Karsan Life Irrevocably Tainted By The Bigotry Of
Dar gawal | a, The Estranged Elder Son O The  Narrow Thought And Rigid Faith. Full O The
Saheb O Pirbaag, And O Nur Fazal, A Del i cate I nsight And Searing Conpassion That
Mysterious Thirteenth-Century Sufi Saint. In Are MG Vassanji S Hall marks Shashi Thar oor
The Aftermath O The Gujarat Violence O Self Portrait in Green University of Texas
2002, Karsan, Heir To The Now Destroyed Pr ess

Pi rbaag, Shrine To The Medieval Sufi, Begins |n Transcultural Witers and Novels in the

To Recall Not Only The Rich History O H's Age of G obal Mbility, Arianna Dagni no
Forefathers And Hi s Bel oved Pirbaag But Al so gnalyzes a new type of literature energing

The Bittersweet Journey That Took HmFrom fromartists' increased novenment and

H's Dusty Village In Gujarat To The Ivy cul tural flows spawned by gl obalization.
Covered Canpus O Harvard, And From The This "transcultural" literature is produced
Hal s O Academ a To The Blissful Reverie O by authors who write across cultural and
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nati onal boundari es.
a creative rendition of interviews conducted
with five internationally renowned witers-

| nez Baranay, Brian Castro, Al berto Manguel,
TimParks, and Ilija Trojanowand a critical
exegesis reflecting on thematic critical,
and stylistic aspects. By studying the

sel ected authors' corpus of work, life
experiences, and cultural orientations,
Dagni no explores the inplicit, often
subconsci ous process of cultural and

| magi nati ve netanor phosis that | eads
transcul tural witers and their
fictionalized characters beyond ethnic
national, racial, or religious |loci of
identity and identity formation. "The work
Is a significant contribution to

schol orship, for it increases our

t heoretical awareness of today's literary
devel opnents, providing us with critical
tools that enable us to approach literary
texts with an innovative
perspective."-Mauri zi o Ascari,
Bol ogna.

Provisional ly Yours Pengui n Random House | ndi a
Private Limted

“My father lost ny nother one evening in a final

round of ganbling at the poker table,” wites the
narrator of “Wen She Was Queen,” the title story

Uni versita di
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Dagni no' s book cont ai ns of a new collection by bestselling novelist and two-

time winner of the Gller Prize, MG Vassanji. That
fateful evening in Kenya becones “the obsessive and
dark centre” of the young man’s exi stence and | eads
him years later in Toronto, to unearth an even
darker famly secret. In “The Grl Wth The
Bicycle,” a man witnesses a worman from hi s honet own
of Dar es Salaamspit at a corpse as it lies in
state at a Toronto nosque. As he struggles to fathom
her strange behaviour, he finds hinself prey to
menories and i mages fromthe past—and to peril ous
yearni ngs that could jeopardize his confortable,

m ddl e-aged life. Still reeling fromthe inpact of
his wife’'s betrayal, a man decides to stop in on an
old college friend in “Elvis, Raja.” But he soon
realizes that it’s not always wise to visit the past
as he finds hinself trapped in a nost curious
househol d, where Elvis Presley has replaced the
traditional H ndu gods. The other stories in the
collection also feature exceptional |ives

transpl anted. A young man returns to his roots in
India, hoping to find his uncle and, perhaps, a
bride. Instead, he becones a reluctant guru to the
residents of his ancestral village. A nukhi nust
choose between granting the final sacrilegious w sh
of a dying man and abiding by religious customin a
community that considers hima representative of
God. A woman is torn between the voice of her dead
husband—-a col d and gri m natured athei st—and her new,
ki nd and | ovi ng husband whose faith neverthel ess

pl aces constraints on her as a wonan. On Hal | oween
night, a scientist lays bare his horrifying plan to
seek vengeance on the man who thwarted his career.
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Set variously in Kenya, Canada, India, Pakistan, andthe immortal has a history of her own; born in
the Anerican M dwest, these poignant and evocative Cairo, she was once Laila, a dancer who toured the
stories portray migrants negotiating the in-between world before comng to Bonbay to search for ‘divine

wor | ds of east and west, past and present, secul ar | ove’. What each of the three people discover, on
and religious. Richly detailed and full of vivid their individual quests, is at its heart that
characters, the stories are worlds unto thenselves, ancient truth: that wisdomis found in the journey
just as a dusty African street full of bustling itself. A stirring, profound exploration of

shops is a world, and so is the small matrix of enotional exile, of sacred and profane | oves,

lives enclosed by an intimate Toronto nei ghbourhood. Journey to Ithaca is a masterful novel.
It is the snells and sentinents and small gestures
that constitute life, and of these Vassanji is a
mast er. Vassanji’s seventh book and his second
collection of short stories, When She Was Queen was
shortlisted for the 2006 Toronto Book Award. The
jury said: "Vassanji's Naipaulian |language is like a
sharp short knife that cuts through the superficial
and gets to the heart and soul of the narrative.”
Amrii ka Vintage Canada

Sophi e and Matteo are young and in | ove, sharing a
di ssatisfaction with their bourgeois Italian
upbringing. Naturally, |like so nmany other young
Westerners in the sixties and seventies, they go to
India. But the realities of life in an ashram
ignite their differences; Sophie wants to be a
tourist and go to Goa and eat shrinp, which Mtteo
scorns, seeking the ‘real’ India. Pragmatic Sophie
is disillusioned by the hardshi ps they encounter,
whi | e her husband, who yearns for spiritua
fulfillment, sees only the purity of ascetic life,

| eading himto Mother, a charismatic guru. Trying
to reclaiman ailing Matteo, Sophie enbarks on a
new journey in search for a different truth; that
of Mdther’s nysterious past. Soon, she finds that
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