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Proxies Graywolf Press
From personal loss to phantom diseases, The Empathy
Exams is a bold and brilliant collection, winner of the
Graywolf Press Nonfiction Prize A Publishers Weekly
Top Ten Essay Collection of Spring 2014 Beginning with
her experience as a medical actor who was paid to act
out symptoms for medical students to diagnose, Leslie
Jamison's visceral and revealing essays ask essential
questions about our basic understanding of others: How
should we care about each other? How can we feel
another's pain, especially when pain can be assumed,
distorted, or performed? Is empathy a tool by which to
test or even grade each other? By confronting pain—real
and imagined, her own and others'—Jamison uncovers a
personal and cultural urgency to feel. She draws from
her own experiences of illness and bodily injury to
engage in an exploration that extends far beyond her
life, spanning wide-ranging territory—from poverty
tourism to phantom diseases, street violence to reality
television, illness to incarceration—in its search for a
kind of sight shaped by humility and grace.
Writing Creative Non-Fiction Little, Brown
Do you spend an abnormal amount of time hiding in the
bathroom or hanging around the buffet table at social gatherings?
Does the thought of striking up a conversation with a stranger
make your stomach do flip-flops? Do you sit nervously through
job interviews waiting for the other person to speak? Are you

nervous when it comes to networking? Then it's time you mastered
The Fine Art of Small Talk. With practical advice and conversation
'cheat sheets,' The Fine Art of Small Talk will help you learn to feel
more comfortable in any type of social situation, from lunch with
your boss to going out on a date to a cocktail party where you don't
know a soul. The Fine Art of Small Talk teaches you how to: - Start
a conversation even when you think you have nothing to say -
Steady your shaky knees and dry your sweaty palms - Prevent
awkward pauses and lengthy silences - Adopt listening skills that
will make you a better conversationalist - Approach social functions
with confidence - Feel more at ease at parties, meetings and at job
interviews - Turn every conversation into an opportunity for
success
The Reckonings Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
“Unflinching and honest⋯both timely and timeless” (Houston
Chronicle), this extraordinary collection of essays by the award-
winning writer of The Other Side—rooted in her own experience
with sexual assault—pursues questions that strike at the heart of our
national conversation about the justness of society. In 2014, Lacy
Johnson was giving a reading from The Other Side, her “instant
classic” (Kirkus Reviews) memoir of kidnapping and rape, when a
woman asked her what she would like to happen to her rapist. This
collection “attempts to parcel out several knotted problems and
suggests forms of meaningful justice” (Booklist, starred review).
Drawing from philosophy, art, literature, mythology, anthropology,
film, and her own experience of violence, Johnson considers how our
ideas about justice might be expanded beyond vengeance and
retribution to include acts of compassion, patience, mercy, and grace.
“The Reckonings is not a book about changing the world. It’s
philosophy in disguise, equal parts memoir, criticism, and
ethics⋯The twelve essays deserve great consideration, while you
read it and long after” (NPR). From “Speak Truth to Power,”
about the condition of not being believed about rape and assault; to
“Goliath,” about the ways evil is used as a form of social control;
to “The Fallout,” about ecological and generational violence,
Johnson creates masterful, elaborate, gorgeously written essays that

speak incisively about our current era. She grapples with justice and
retribution, truth and fairness, and sexual assault and workplace
harassment, as well as the broadest societal wrongs: the BP Oil Spill,
government malfeasance, police killings. The Reckonings is a
powerful and necessary work, ambitious in its scope, which
“challenges our culture’s expectations of justice and expose the
limits of vengeance and mercy” (Ms. Magazine).
A Theory of Rhetorical Empathy Penguin
A professor, critic, and insatiable reader,
Jenny Davidson investigates the passions that
drive us to fall in love with certain
sentences over others and the larger
implications of our relationship with writing
style. At once playful and serious, immersive
and analytic, her book shows how style elicits
particular kinds of moral judgments and
subjective preferences that turn reading into
a highly personal and political act. Melding
her experiences as reader and critic, Davidson
opens new vistas onto works by Jane Austen,
Henry James, Marcel Proust, and Thomas
Pynchon; adds richer dimension to critiques of
W. G. Sebald, Alan Hollinghurst, Thomas
Bernhard, and Karl Ove Knausgaard; and allows
for a sophisticated appreciation of popular
fictions by Stephen King, Neil Gaiman, Lionel
Shriver, George Pelecanos, and Helen DeWitt.
She privileges diction, syntax, point of view,
and structure over plot and character,
identifying the intimate mechanics that draw
us in to literature's sensual frameworks and
move us to feel, identify, and relate.
Davidson concludes with a reading list of her
favorite titles so others can share in her
literary adventures and get to know better the
imprint of her own reading style.
A Memoir in Essays Henry Holt and Company
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The Empathy ExamsEssaysGraywolf Press
On Umbrellas and Sword Fights, Parades and Dogs, Fire
Alarms, Children, and Theater Simon and Schuster
Struggling to get rid of bad breath? . . . Tired of expensive
doctor visits, mouth washes and breath mints that simply do
not work? Then you must check out "Halitosis: Bad Breath
Causes and Natural Treatment Solutions." In this book you are
provided with what you need to know about bad breath and
halitosis. Affecting millions of individuals worldwide, bad breath
can weak havoc to ones social life. We help you learn about
the possible causes, while giving you the details about
available treatment options like traditional and natural
solutions. Stop your halitosis with the comprehensive
information in this book.
The Museum of Broken Relationships Graywolf Press
At 55, Rae Padilla Francoeur had no idea that the most deeply
fulfilling sexual relationship she'd ever encounter was still to
come. In her memoir, Free Fall, Francoeur discloses her
discovery of a new love after nearly two decades in a
relationship that won't end, despite her need and desire to
move on. Francoeur succumbs entirely to the intensely
physical and stimulating relationship she finds with this new
man—allowing her body and mind to truly embrace pleasure
and sexual desire—and shares intimate details of a love affair
that changes everything, leading her to celebrate her sexuality
and rediscover herself. Free fall, Francoeur says, is a choice:
Let go. Be here now. Open up to the possibilities. Choosing to
let go is a tall order for a woman who's lived her life as a single
parent, a loving and attentive mate to a man with bipolar
disorder, and a creative director in a busy museum—but when
she finally succeeds in choosing herself, she views life anew,
sensitized by sexual desire and dramatic change. Her new
lover says, "Everything is foreplay." With him, Francoeur learns
to embrace her sexuality and the profound pleasure bodies
bring, even as they age.
The Recovering Sarabande Books
Writers write—but what do they do for money? In a widely read
essay entitled "MFA vs NYC," bestselling novelist Chad
Harbach (The Art of Fielding) argued that the American literary
scene has split into two cultures: New York publishing versus
university MFA programs. This book brings together
established writers, MFA professors and students, and New
York editors, publicists, and agents to talk about these
overlapping worlds, and the ways writers make (or fail to
make) a living within them. Should you seek an advanced

degree, or will workshops smother your style? Do you need to
move to New York, or will the high cost of living undo you?
What's worse—having a day job or not having health insurance?
How do agents decide what to represent? Will Big Publishing
survive? How has the rise of MFA programs affected American
fiction? The expert contributors, including George Saunders,
Elif Batuman, and Fredric Jameson, consider all these
questions and more, with humor and rigor. MFA vs NYC is a
must-read for aspiring writers, and for anyone interested in the
present and future of American letters.
All the Lives I Want Catapult
An intrepid voyage out to the frontiers of the latest thinking
about love, language, and family Maggie Nelson's The
Argonauts is a genre-bending memoir, a work of
"autotheory" offering fresh, fierce, and timely thinking
about desire, identity, and the limitations and possibilities
of love and language. It binds an account of Nelson's
relationship with her partner and a journey to and through
a pregnancy to a rigorous exploration of sexuality, gender,
and "family." An insistence on radical individual freedom
and the value of caretaking becomes the rallying cry for
this thoughtful, unabashed, uncompromising book.
Essays Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
“Astute, compassionate and lethally funny. Maloney is an
exceptionally alert writer on whom nothing is lost, who sees
everything with excruciating clarity.” —Sarah Manguso, The
New York Times The searing intimacy of Girl, Interrupted
combines with the uncomfortable truths of The Empathy
Exams in a collection of essays chronicling one woman’s
experiences as both patient and caregiver, giving a unique
perspective from both sides of the hospital bed. What does it
cost to live? When we fall ill, our lives are itemized on a
spreadsheet. A thousand dollars for a broken leg, a few
hundred for a nasty cut while cooking dinner. Then there are
the greater costs for even greater misfortunes. The car
accidents, breast cancers, blood diseases, and dark
depressions. When Emily Maloney was nineteen she tried to
kill herself. An act that would not only cost a great deal
personally, but also financially, sending her down a dark spiral
of misdiagnoses, years spent in and out of hospitals and
doctor’s offices, and tens of thousands owed in medical debt.
To work to pay off this crippling burden, Emily becomes an
emergency room technician. Doing the grunt work in a
hospital, and taking care of patients at their most vulnerable

moments, chronicling these interactions in searingly beautiful,
surprising ways. Shocking and often slyly humorous, Cost of
Living is a brilliant examination of just what exactly our troubled
healthcare system asks us to pay, as well as a look at what
goes on behind the scenes at our hospitals and in the minds of
caregivers.
Essays Grand Central Publishing
"Nothing Good Can Come from This is a book about generative
discomfort, surprising sources of beauty, and the odd, often
hilarious, business of being human." —Leslie Jamison, author of The
Empathy Exams and The Recovering Kristi Coulter inspired and
incensed the internet when she wrote about what happened when
she stopped drinking. Nothing Good Can Come from This is her
debut--a frank, funny, and feminist essay collection by a keen-eyed
observer no longer numbed into complacency. When Kristi stopped
drinking, she started noticing things. Like when you give up a
debilitating habit, it leaves a space, one that can’t easily be filled by
mocktails or ice cream or sex or crafting. And when you cancel
Rosé Season for yourself, you’re left with just Summer, and that’s
when you notice that the women around you are tanked—that
alcohol is the oil in the motors that keeps them purring when they
could be making other kinds of noise. In her sharp, incisive debut
essay collection, Coulter reveals a portrait of a life in transition. By
turns hilarious and heartrending, Nothing Good Can Come from
This introduces a fierce new voice to fans of Sloane Crosley, David
Sedaris, and Cheryl Strayed—perfect for anyone who has ever stood
in the middle of a so-called perfect life and looked for an escape
hatch.
Halitosis Grand Central Publishing
This anthology of essays and articles explores topics ranging from
untouched wilderness to scientific ethics—and the nature of curiosity
itself. Scientists and writers are both driven by a dogged curiosity,
immersing themselves in detailed observations that, over time,
uncover larger stories. As Rebecca Skloot says in her introduction,
all the stories in this collection are “written by and about people who
take the time, and often a substantial amount of risk, to follow
curiosity where it may lead, so we can all learn about it.” The Best
American Science and Nature Writing 2015 includes work from both
award-winning writers and up-and-coming voices in the field. From
Brooke Jarvis on deep-ocean mining to Elizabeth Kolbert on New
Zealand’s unconventional conservation strategies, this is a group
that celebrates the growing diversity in science and nature writing
alike. Altogether, the writers honored in this volume challenge us to
consider the strains facing our planet and its many species, while
never losing sight of the wonders we’re working to preserve for
generations to come. This anthology includes essays and articles by
Sheri Fink, Atul Gawande, Leslie Jamison, Sam Kean, Seth
Mnookin, Matthew Power, Michael Specter and others.
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Bad Breath Causes and Natural Treatment Solutions Hachette
UK
Changing the Subject explores ways of engaging across
difference. In this first book-length study of the concept of
empathy from a rhetorical perspective, Lisa Blankenship
frames the classical concept of pathos in new ways and makes
a case for rhetorical empathy as a means of ethical rhetorical
engagement. The book considers how empathy can be a
deliberate, conscious choice to try to understand others
through deep listening and how language and other symbol
systems play a role in this process that is both cognitive and
affective. Departing from agonistic win-or-lose rhetoric in the
classical Greek tradition that has so strongly influenced
Western thinking, Blankenship proposes that we ourselves are
changed (“changing the subject” or the self) when we focus
on trying to understand rather than simply changing an Other.
This work is informed by her experiences growing up in the
conservative South and now working as a professor in New
York City, as well as the stories and examples of three people
working across profound social, political, class, and gender
differences: Jane Addams’s activist work on behalf of
immigrants and domestic workers in Gilded Age Chicago; the
social media advocacy of Brazilian rap star and former maid
Joyce Fernandes for domestic worker labor reform; and the
online activist work of Justin Lee, a queer Christian who
advocates for greater understanding and inclusion of LGBTQ+
people in conservative Christian churches. A much-needed
book in the current political climate, Changing the Subject
charts new theoretical ground and proposes ways of
integrating principles of rhetorical empathy in our everyday
lives to help fight the temptations of despair and
disengagement. The book will appeal to students, scholars,
and teachers of rhetoric and composition as well as people
outside the academy in search of new ways of engaging
across differences.
100 Essays I Don't Have Time to Write Farrar, Straus and Giroux
"Alana Massey's prose is to brutal honesty what a mandolin is to a
butter knife: she's sharper; she slices thinner; she shows the cross-
section of a truth so deftly--so powerfully and cannily--it's hard to
look away, and hard not to feel that something has shifted in you for
having read her."--Leslie Jamison, New York Times bestselling
author of The Empathy Exams From columnist and critic Alana
Massey, a collection of essays examining the intersection of the
personal with pop culture through the lives of pivotal female
figures--from Sylvia Plath to Britney Spears--in the spirit of Chuck
Klosterman, with the heart of a true fan. Mixing Didion's affected

cool with moments of giddy celebrity worship, Massey examines the
lives of the women who reflect our greatest aspirations and darkest
fears back onto us. These essays are personal without being
confessional and clever in a way that invites readers into the joke. A
cultural critique and a finely wrought fan letter, interwoven with
stories that are achingly personal, ALL THE LIVES I WANT is also
an exploration of mental illness, the sex industry, and the dangers of
loving too hard. But it is, above all, a paean to the celebrities who
have shaped a generation of women--from Scarlett Johansson to
Amber Rose, Lil' Kim, Anjelica Huston, Lana Del Rey, Anna Nicole
Smith and many more. These reflections aim to reimagine these
women's legacies, and in the process, teach us new ways of
forgiving ourselves.
The Desegregation of the University of Alabama and
the Fight for Civil Rights in Tuscaloosa Hachette UK
Amexica is the harrowing story of the extraordinary terror
unfolding along the U.S.-Mexico border—"a country in its
own right, which belongs to both the United States and
Mexico, yet neither"—as the narco-war escalates to a fever
pitch there. In 2009, after reporting from the border for
many years, Ed Vulliamy traveled the frontier from the
Pacific coast to the Gulf of Mexico, from Tijuana to
Matamoros, a journey through a kaleidoscopic landscape
of corruption and all-out civil war, but also of beauty and
joy and resilience. He describes in revelatory detail how
the narco gangs work; the smuggling of people, weapons,
and drugs back and forth across the border; middle-class
flight from Mexico and an American celebrity culture that is
feeding the violence; the interrelated economies of drugs
and the maquiladora factories; the ruthless, systematic
murder of young women in Ciudad Juarez. Heroes,
villains, and victims—the brave and rogue police, priests,
women, and journalists fighting the violence; the gangs
and their freelance killers; the dead and the devastated—all
come to life in this singular book. Amexica takes us far
beyond today's headlines. It is a street-level portrait, by
turns horrific and sublime, of a place and people in a time
of war as much as of the war itself.
Determining the Form Simon and Schuster
Past compunction, expressly unbeholden, these twenty-
four single-subject essays train focus on a startling
miscellany of topics - Foot Washing, Dossiers, Br'er
Rabbit, Housesitting, Man Roulette, the Locus Amoenus -
that begin to unpack the essayist himself and his life's

rotating concerns: sex and sexuality, poetry and poetics,
subject positions in American labor (not excluding
academia), and his upbringing in working-class, Primitive
Baptist, central-piedmont North Carolina. In Proxies an
original constraint, a "total suppression of recourse to
authoritative sources," engineers Brian Blanchfield's
disarming mode of independent intellection. The
"repeatable experiment" to draw only from what he knows,
estimates, remembers, and misremembers about the
subject at hand often opens onto an unusually candid
assessment of self and situation. The project's driving
impulse, courting error, peculiar in an era of crowd-
sourced Wiki-knowledge, is at least as old as the one
Montaigne had when, putting all the books back on the
shelf, he asked, "What do I know?"
Reporting the Fiction of Nonfiction MCD x FSG Originals
“A celebration of the adventure that is other people.”
—Ariel Levy, author of The Rules Do Not Apply Lauren
Groff, Elizabeth Kolbert, Pam Houston, Pico Iyer, T Kira
Madden, Gregory Pardlo, Maggie Shipstead, and Peter
Orner are among the 65 writers who grapple with this
mystery: How can an ephemeral encounter leave an
eternal mark? When Colleen Kinder put out a call for
authors to “write a letter to a stranger who haunts you,”
she opened the floodgates. The responses—intimate and
addictive, all in the form of letters, all written in the second
person—began pouring in. These short, insightful essays
by today’s best literary minds are organized around such
themes as Gratitude, Wonder, and Farewell, and guide us
both across the globe and through the mysteries of human
connection. Bestselling author Leslie Jamison, who
provides the foreword, reveals she has been haunted for
years by a traveling magician she met in Nicaragua.
Journalist Ted Conover writes his missive to a stranger he
met on a New Yorker assignment in Rwanda. From the
story of Vanessa Hua’s shoe shopper in China to the tale
of Michelle Tea’s encounter in a Texas tattoo parlor,
these pieces are replete with observations about how to
live and what to seek, and how a stranger’s loaded
glance, shared smile, or question posed can alter the
course of our lives. Moving and unforgettable, Letter to a
Stranger is an irresistible read for any literary traveler and

Page 3/4 November, 08 2024

The Empathy Exams Essays Leslie Jamison



 

the perfect gift for anyone who is haunted by a person they
met once but will remember forever.
The Case for Rational Compassion Bloomsbury Publishing USA
Disturbed by stories of drownings in the river behind his home in
Eau Claire, Wisconsin, writer B. J. Hollars combed the archives of
local newspapers only to discover vast discrepancies in articles
about the deaths. In homage to Michael Lesy’s cult classic,
Wisconsin Death Trip, Hollars pairs reports from late nineteenth-
and early twentieth-century journalists with fictional versions,
creating a hybrid text complete with facts, lies, and a wide range of
blurring in between. Charles Van Schaick’s macabre, staged
photographs from the era appear alongside the dispatches, further
complicating the messiness of history and the limits of truth.
Essays Near Knowing Createspace Independent Publishing
Platform
A Spare and Unsparing Look at Affliction and Recovery that Heralds
a Stunning New Voice The events that began in 1995 might keep
happening to me as long as things can happen to me. Think of deep
space, through which heavenly bodies fly forever. They fly until they
change into new forms, simpler forms, with ever fewer qualities and
increasingly beautiful names. There are names for things in
spacetime that are nothing, for things that are less than nothing.
White dwarfs, red giants, black holes, singularities. But even then, in
their less-than-nothing state, they keep happening. At twenty-one,
just starting to comprehend the puzzles of adulthood, Sarah
Manguso was faced with another: a wildly unpredictable disease
that appeared suddenly and tore through her twenties, vanishing
and then returning, paralyzing her for weeks at a time, programming
her first to expect nothing from life and then, furiously, to expect
everything. In this captivating story, Manguso recalls her nine-year
struggle: arduous blood cleansings, collapsed veins, multiple chest
catheters, the deaths of friends and strangers, addiction,
depression, and, worst of all for a writer, the trite metaphors that
accompany prolonged illness. A book of tremendous grace and self-
awareness, The Two Kinds of Decay transcends the very notion of
what an illness story can and should be.
A Memoir Nightboat Books
“A beautifully written and well-researched cultural criticism as well
as an honest memoir” (Los Angeles Review of Books) from the
author of the popular New York Times essay, “To Fall in Love with
Anyone, Do This,” explores the romantic myths we create and
explains how they limit our ability to achieve and sustain intimacy.
What really makes love last? Does love ever work the way we say it
does in movies and books and Facebook posts? Or does obsessing
over those love stories hurt our real-life relationships? When her
parents divorced after a twenty-eight year marriage and her own ten-
year relationship ended, those were the questions that Mandy Len
Catron wanted to answer. In a series of candid, vulnerable, and
wise essays that takes a closer look at what it means to love

someone, be loved, and how we present our love to the world,
“Catron melds science and emotion beautifully into a thoughtful and
thought-provoking meditation” (Bookpage). She delves back to
1944, when her grandparents met in a coal mining town in
Appalachia, to her own dating life as a professor in Vancouver. She
uses biologists’ research into dopamine triggers to ask whether the
need to love is an innate human drive. She uses literary theory to
show why we prefer certain kinds of love stories. She urges us to
question the unwritten scripts we follow in relationships and looks
into where those scripts come from. And she tells the story of how
she decided to test an experiment that she’d read about—where the
goal was to create intimacy between strangers using a list of thirty-
six questions—and ended up in the surreal situation of having millions
of people following her brand-new relationship. “Perfect fodder for
the romantic and the cynic in all of us” (Booklist), How to Fall in Love
with Anyone flips the script on love. “Clear-eyed and full of heart, it
is mandatory reading for anyone coping with—or curious about—the
challenges of contemporary courtship” (The Toronto Star).
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