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Human Chain Univ of Wisconsin Press
A provocative imagining of the later years of the mother of Jesus finds
her living a solitary existence in Ephesus years after her son's crucifixion
and struggling with guilt, anger, and feelings that her son is not the son
of God and that His sacrifice was not for a worthy cause.
Winter in the Air Candlewick
Spanning eight decades and chronicling the wild ride of a Greek-
American family through the vicissitudes of the twentieth century,
Jeffrey Eugenides’ witty, exuberant novel on one level tells a
traditional story about three generations of a fantastic, absurd,
lovable immigrant family -- blessed and cursed with generous doses
of tragedy and high comedy. But there’s a provocative twist. Cal,
the narrator -- also Callie -- is a hermaphrodite. And the explanation
for this takes us spooling back in time, through a breathtaking
review of the twentieth century, to 1922, when the Turks sacked
Smyrna and Callie’s grandparents fled for their lives. Back to a tiny
village in Asia Minor where two lovers, and one rare genetic
mutation, set our narrator’s life in motion. Middlesex is a grand,
utterly original fable of crossed bloodlines, the intricacies of gender,
and the deep, untidy promptings of desire. It’s a brilliant exploration
of divided people, divided families, divided cities and nations -- the
connected halves that make up ourselves and our world.
Radiant Fugitives Emblem Editions
Winner of the Costa Novel Award and
longlisted for the Man Booker Prize, Colm
Tóibín's internationally bestselling novel
is a story of devastating emotional power.
At the centre of Colm Tóibín's
internationally celebrated novel is Eilis
Lacey, one among many of her generation who
has come of age in 1950s Ireland but cannot
find work at home. When she receives a job
offer in America, it is clear to everyone
that she must go. Leaving her family and
country behind, Eilis heads for unfamiliar
Brooklyn, and to a crowded boarding house
where the landlady's intense scrutiny and
the small jealousies of her fellow
residents only deepen her isolation.
Slowly, however, the pain of parting and a
longing for home are buried beneath the
rhythms of her new life—until she begins to
realize that she has found a sort of
happiness. But just as Eilis begins to fall
in love, tragic news summons her back to
Ireland, where she unexpectedly finds
herself facing an impossible decision.

Vinegar Hill Simon and Schuster
From the internationally celebrated author of The
Master, winner of the 2006 International Dublin
Literary Award. Mothers and Sons is a deeply
penetrating and beautifully written meditation on the
dramas surrounding this most elemental of
relationships. Each of the nine stories focuses on a
moment in which an unspoken balance shifts; in
which a mother or son do battle, or experience a
sudden crisis, thus leaving their conception of who
they are subtly or seriously altered. A son buries
his mother and goes out to a drug-fuelled rave on a
remote beach near Dublin. A mother sings about
treacherous love to a rapt crowd of musicians in a
local pub. And in “A Long Winter,” Colm T�ib�n’s
finest piece of fiction to date, a man goes searching
for his mother in the snow-covered Pyrenees.
Psychologically intricate and emotionally incisive,
each finely wrought story teases out the delicate
and difficult strands woven between mothers and
sons. This is an acute, masterful, and moving
collection that confirms T�ib�n as a great prose
stylist of our time.
Birchwood Harlequin
Colm Tóibín’s exquisitely written new stories, set in present-day Ireland,
1970s Spain and nineteenthcentury England, are about people linked by
love, loneliness and desire. Tóibín is a master at portraying mute emotion,
intense intimacies that remain unacknowledged or unspoken. In this
stunning collection, he cements his status as “his generation’s most gifted

writer of love’s complicated, contradictory power” (Los Angeles Times).
“Silence” is a brilliant historical set piece about Lady Gregory, widowed
and abandoned by her lover, who tells the writer Henry James a
confessional story at a dinner party. In “Two Women,” an eminent Irish set
designer, aloof and prickly, takes a job in her homeland, and is forced to
confront devastating emotions she has long repressed. “The New Spain” is
the story of an intransigent woman who returns home after a decade in exile
and shatters the fragile peace her family has forged in the post-Franco
world. And in the breathtaking long story “The Street,” Tóibín imagines a
startling relationship between two Pakistani workers in Barcelona—a taboo
affair in a community ruled by obedience and silence. Tóibín’s characters
are often difficult and combative, compelled to disguise their vulnerability
and longings. Yet he unmasks them, and in doing so offers us a set of
extraordinarily moving stories that remind us of the fragility and
individuality of human life. As The New York Review of Books has said,
Tóibín “understands the tenuousness of love and comfort—and, after
everything, its necessity.”

The South Vintage Canada
The Children Of Dynmouth - a classic prize-winning novel by
William Trevor Penguin Decades bring you the novels that
helped shape modern Britain. The 1970s was a decade of anger
and discontent. Britain endured power cuts and strikes. America
pulled out of Vietnam and saw its President resign from office.
Feminism and face lifts vied for women's hearts (and minds).
And for many, prog rock, punk and disco weren't just music but
ways of life. William Trevor's The Children of Dynmouth
(Winner of the Whitbread Award and shortlisted for the Booker
Prize) was first published in 1976 and is a classic account of evil
lurking in the most unlikely places. In it we follow awkward,
lonely, curious teenager Timothy Gedge as he wanders around
the bland seaside town of Dynmouth. Timothy takes a prurient
interest in the lives of the adults there, who only realise the
sinister purpose to which he seeks to put his knowledge too late.
'A small masterpiece of understatement ... a work of rare
compassion' Joyce Carol Oates, New York Times If you
enjoyed The Story of Lucy Gault and Love and Summer, you
will love this book. It will also be adored by readers of Colm
Toibin and William Boyd. William Trevor was born in
Mitchelstown, County Cork. He has written eighteen novels and
novellas, and hundreds of short stories, for which he has won a
number of prizes including the Hawthornden Prize, the
Yorkshire Post Book of the Year Award, the Whitbread Book of
the Year Award and the David Cohen Literature Prize in
recognition of a lifetime's literary achievement. In 2002 he was
knighted for his services to literature. His books in Penguin are:
After Rain; A Bit on the Side; Bodily Secrets; Cheating at
Canasta; The Children of Dynmouth; The Collected Stories
(Volumes One and Two); Death in Summer; Felicia's Journey;
Fools of Fortune; The Hill Bachelors; Love and Summer; The
Mark-2 Wife; Selected Stories; The Story of Lucy Gault and
Two Lives.
The Empty Family Simon and Schuster
A compelling portrait of a beloved poet from one of today's most
acclaimed novelists In this book, novelist Colm Tóibín offers a
deeply personal introduction to the work and life of one of his most
important literary influences—the American poet Elizabeth Bishop.
Ranging across her poetry, prose, letters, and biography, Tóibín
creates a vivid picture of Bishop while also revealing how her work
has helped shape his sensibility as a novelist and how her
experiences of loss and exile resonate with his own. What emerges is
a compelling double portrait that will intrigue readers interested in
both Bishop and Tóibín. For Tóibín, the secret of Bishop's emotional
power is in what she leaves unsaid. Exploring Bishop’s famous
attention to detail, Tóibín describes how Bishop is able to convey
great emotion indirectly, through precise descriptions of particular
settings, objects, and events. He examines how Bishop’s attachment
to the Nova Scotia of her childhood, despite her later life in Key
West and Brazil, is related to her early loss of her parents—and how
this connection finds echoes in Tóibín’s life as an Irish writer who
has lived in Barcelona, New York, and elsewhere. Beautifully written
and skillfully blending biography, literary appreciation, and
descriptions of Tóibín’s travels to Bishop’s Nova Scotia, Key West,
and Brazil, On Elizabeth Bishop provides a fresh and memorable
look at a beloved poet even as it gives us a window into the mind of
one of today’s most acclaimed novelists.
The Master Random House
From the internationally celebrated author ofBrooklynandThe
Master, and winner of the International IMPAC Dublin Literary
Award, comes a stunning new book of fiction. In the captivating
stories that make upThe Empty Family, Colm Tóibín delineates
with a tender and unique sensibility, lives of unspoken or
unconscious longing, of individuals often willingly cast adrift
from their history. From the young Pakistani immigrant who
seeks some kind of permanence in a strange town, to the Irish

woman reluctantly returning to Dublin and discovering a city that
refuses to acknowledge her long absence, each of Tóibín's stories
manage to contain whole worlds: stories of fleeing the past and
returning home, of family threads lost and ultimately regained.
Like Tóibín's celebrated novels, and his previous short story
collection,Mothers and Sons, reviewed on the front page of
theNew York TimesBook Review,The Empty Familywill further
confirm Tóibín's status as "his generation's most gifted writer of
love's complicated, contradictory power." (Los Angeles Times)
From the Hardcover edition.
The Letters of John McGahern Simon and Schuster
PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST • NATIONAL BESTSELLER •
A wondrous and shattering award-winning novel that follows
twelve characters from Native communities: all traveling to the
Big Oakland Powwow, all connected to one another in ways
they may not yet realize. A contemporary classic, this
“astonishing literary debut” (Margaret Atwood, bestselling
author of The Handmaid’s Tale) “places Native American
voices front and center” (NPR/Fresh Air). One of The
Atlantic’s Great American Novels of the Past 100 Years Among
them is Jacquie Red Feather, newly sober and trying to make it
back to the family she left behind. Dene Oxendene, pulling his
life together after his uncle’s death and working at the powwow
to honor his memory. Fourteen-year-old Orvil, coming to
perform traditional dance for the very first time. They converge
and collide on one fateful day at the Big Oakland Powwow and
together this chorus of voices tells of the plight of the urban
Native American—grappling with a complex and painful history,
with an inheritance of beauty and spirituality, with communion
and sacrifice and heroism A book with “so much jangling
energy and brings so much news from a distinct corner of
American life that it’s a revelation” (The New York Times). It
is fierce, funny, suspenseful, and impossible to put down--full of
poetry and rage, exploding onto the page with urgency and
force. There There is at once poignant and unflinching, utterly
contemporary and truly unforgettable. Don't miss Tommy
Orange's new book, Wandering Stars!
On Elizabeth Bishop Simon and Schuster
Selected as a Notable Book, a Critics' Top Book, and a Top 10 Book of
Historical Fiction by The New York Times, and named a Best Book of the
Year by NPR, The Washington Post, Vogue, and The Wall Street Journal
From one of today's most brilliant and beloved novelists, a dazzling, epic
family saga set across a half-century spanning World War I, the rise of
Hitler, World War II, and the Cold War. Colm Tóibín's magnificent new
novel opens in a provincial German city at the turn of the twentieth
century, where the boy, Thomas Mann, grows up with a conservative
father, bound by propriety, and a Brazilian mother, alluring and
unpredictable. Young Mann hides his artistic aspirations from his father
and his homosexual desires from everyone. He is infatuated with one of the
richest, most cultured Jewish families in Munich, and marries the daughter
Katia. They have six children. On a holiday in Italy, he longs for a boy he
sees on a beach and writes the story Death in Venice. He is the most
successful novelist of his time, winner of the Nobel Prize in literature, a
public man whose private life remains secret. He is expected to lead the
condemnation of Hitler, whom he underestimates. His oldest daughter and
son, leaders of Bohemianism and of the anti-Nazi movement, share lovers.
He flees Germany for Switzerland, France and, ultimately, America, living
first in Princeton and then in Los Angeles. In a stunning marriage of
research and imagination, Tóibín explores the heart and mind of a writer
whose gift is unparalleled and whose life is driven by a need to belong and
the anguish of illicit desire. The Magician is an intimate, astonishingly
complex portrait of Mann, his magnificent and complex wife Katia, and
the times in which they lived--the first world war, the rise of Hitler, World
War II, the Cold War, and exile. This is a man and a family fiercely
engaged by the world, profoundly flawed, and unforgettable. As People
magazine said about The Master, "It's a delicate, mysterious process, this
act of creation, fraught with psychological tension, and Tóibín captures it
beautifully."
The Heather Blazing Vintage Canada
A Boston Globe Best Poetry Book of 2011 Winner of the 2011 Griffin
Poetry Prize Winner of the 2011 Poetry Now Award Seamus Heaney's new
collection elicits continuities and solidarities, between husband and wife,
child and parent, then and now, inside an intently remembered present—the
stepping stones of the day, the weight and heft of what is passed from hand
to hand, lifted and lowered. Human Chain also broaches larger questions of
transmission, of lifelines to the inherited past. There are newly minted
versions of anonymous early Irish lyrics, poems that stand at the crossroads
of oral and written, and other "hermit songs" that weigh equally in their
balance the craft of scribe and the poet's early calling as scholar. A
remarkable sequence entitled "Route 101" plots the descent into the
underworld in the Aeneid against single moments in the arc of a life, from
a 1950s childhood to the birth of a first grandchild. Other poems display a
Virgilian pietas for the dead—friends, neighbors, family—that is yet wholly
and movingly vernacular. Human Chain also includes a poetic "herbal"
adapted from the Breton poet Guillevic—lyrics as delicate as ferns, which
puzzle briefly over the world of things and landscapes that exclude human
speech, while affirming the interconnectedness of phenomena, as of a self-
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sufficiency in which we too are included.
Homage to Barcelona New York Review of Books
The streets of Buenos Aires are empty at night, and people notice
nothing because they have trained themselves not to see. This is
Argentina in the time of the generals. Richard Garay lives alone with
his mother, hiding his homosexuality from her and from the world.
Stifled by a job he despises, he finds himself willing to take chances,
both sexual and professional. But in the aftermath of the Falklands
War, new freedoms seem possible, and the arrival of two American
diplomats offer him hope and the prospect of making his fortune. As
his country slowly makes its peace with the outside world, Richard
tentatively begins a love affair – but the Faustian bargain he has
made with experience gradually darkens.The Story of the Nightis a
powerful and moving mix of politics, passion, and intrigue that
confirms Tóibín as one of the finest writers of his generation.
Brooklyn John Wiley & Sons
* A Washington Post Notable Fiction Book of the Year * Named a
Best Book of the Year by NPR, The Guardian, The Boston Globe, St.
Louis Dispatch From the thrilling imagination of bestselling, award-
winning Colm Tóibín comes a retelling of the story of Clytemnestra
and her children—“brilliant…gripping…high drama…made tangible and
graphic in Tóibín’s lush prose” (Booklist, starred review). “I have
been acquainted with the smell of death.” So begins Clytemnestra’s
tale of her own life in ancient Mycenae, the legendary Greek city
from which her husband King Agamemnon left when he set sail with
his army for Troy. Clytemnestra rules Mycenae now, along with her
new lover Aegisthus, and together they plot the bloody murder of
Agamemnon on the day of his return after nine years at war. Judged,
despised, cursed by gods, Clytemnestra reveals the tragic saga that
led to these bloody actions: how her husband deceived her eldest
daughter Iphigeneia with a promise of marriage to Achilles, only to
sacrifice her; how she seduced and collaborated with the prisoner
Aegisthus; how Agamemnon came back with a lover himself; and
how Clytemnestra finally achieved her vengeance for his stunning
betrayal—his quest for victory, greater than his love for his child.
House of Names “is a disturbingly contemporary story of a powerful
woman caught between the demands of her ambition and the
constraints on her gender…Never before has Tóibín demonstrated
such range,” (The Washington Post). He brings a modern sensibility
and language to an ancient classic, and gives this extraordinary
character new life, so that we not only believe Clytemnestra’s thirst
for revenge, but applaud it. Told in four parts, this is a fiercely
dramatic portrait of a murderess, who will herself be murdered by her
own son, Orestes. It is Orestes’s story, too: his capture by the forces
of his mother’s lover Aegisthus, his escape and his exile. And it is
the story of the vengeful Electra, who watches over her mother and
Aegisthus with cold anger and slow calculation, until, on the return
of her brother, she has the fates of both of them in her hands.
Crashing Cathedrals Simon and Schuster
Colm Tóibín's Homage to Barcelona celebrates one of Europe’s
greatest cities – a cosmopolitan hub of vibrant architecture, art,
culture and nightlife. It moves from the story of the city’s founding
and its huge expansion in the nineteenth century to the lives of
Gaudí, Miró, Picasso, Casals and Dalí. It also explores the history of
Catalan nationalism, the tragedy of the Civil War, the Franco years
and the transition from dictatorship to democracy which Colm Tóibín
witnessed in the 1970s. Written with deep knowledge and affection,
Homage to Barcelona is a sensuous and beguiling portrait of a unique
Mediterranean port and an adopted home.
The Testament of Mary Pioneer Drama Service, Inc.
From one of contemporary literature’s bestselling, critically acclaimed,
and beloved authors: a “luminous” novel (Jennifer Egan, The New York
Times Book Review) about a fiercely compelling young widow navigating
grief, fear, and longing, and finding her own voice—“heartrendingly
transcendant” (The New York Times, Janet Maslin). Set in Wexford,
Ireland, Colm Tóibín’s magnificent seventh novel introduces the
formidable, memorable, and deeply moving Nora Webster. Widowed at
forty, with four children and not enough money, Nora has lost the love of
her life, Maurice, the man who rescued her from the stifling world to
which she was born. And now she fears she may be sucked back into it.
Wounded, selfish, strong-willed, clinging to secrecy in a tiny community
where everyone knows your business, Nora is drowning in her own sorrow
and blind to the suffering of her young sons, who have lost their father. Yet
she has moments of stunning insight and empathy, and when she begins to
sing again, after decades, she finds solace, engagement, a haven—herself.
Nora Webster “may actually be a perfect work of fiction” (Los Angeles
Times), by a “beautiful and daring” writer (The New York Times Book
Review) at the zenith of his career, able to “sneak up on readers and
capture their imaginations” (USA TODAY). “Miraculous...Tóibín portrays
Nora with tremendous sympathy and understanding” (Ron Charles, The
Washington Post).
Love in a Dark Time Simon and Schuster
OUR LITERARY LEGEND Lambda-Award-winning author and editor
Tom Cardamone brings together a diverse collection of queer writers and
their supporters to celebrate the rich, innovative works of Edmund White,
the eminent memoirist and author of the American literature classic, A
Boy's Own Story, not to mention other outstanding works of fiction and
several lauded nonfiction works that include Genet: A Biography. In
Crashing Cathedrals: Edmund White by the Book, established writers, new
voices, journalists, friends, former students, White's husband, and a recent
editor/publisher provide personal appraisals of White's work in the order in
which his books were published. The collection forms a unique tribute-
cum-biography of the most significant contemporary gay writer in the
world. With appreciations by Alysia Abbott, Michael Carroll, Allan
Gurganus, Zachary Lazar, Sarah Schulman, Lynne Tillman, Colm Toibin,
Charlie Vazquez, and many other exciting voices!
The Empty Family Scribner
Colm Tóibín’s second “lovely, understated” novel that “proceeds with
stately grace” (The Washington Post Book World) about an
uncompromising judge whose principles, when brought home to his own

family, are tragic. Eamon Redmond is a judge in Ireland’s high court, a
completely legal creature who is just beginning to discover how painfully
unconnected he is from other human beings. With effortless fluency, Colm
Tóibín reconstructs the history of Eamon’s relationships—with his father,
his first “girl,” his wife, and the children who barely know him—and he
writes about Eamon’s affection for the Irish coast with such painterly skill
that the land itself becomes a character. The result is a novel of stunning
power, “seductive and absorbing” (USA Today).
Proust's Duchess Simon and Schuster
From the author of The Master and Brooklyn, Colm Tóibín weaves
together the lives of three generations of estranged women as they reunite
to witness and mourn the death of a brother, a son, and a grandson. It is
Ireland in the early 1990s. Helen, her mother, Lily, and her grandmother,
Dora, have come together to tend to Helen's brother, Declan, who is dying
of AIDS. With Declan's two friends, the six of them are forced to plumb
the shoals of their own histories and to come to terms with each other.?
Shortlisted for the Booker Prize, The Blackwater Lightship is a deeply
resonant story about three generations of an estranged family reuniting to
mourn an untimely death. In spare, luminous prose, Colm Tóibín explores
the nature of love and the complex emotions inside a family at war with
itself. Hailed as "a genuine work of art" (Chicago Tribune), this is a novel
about the capacity of stories to heal the deepest wounds.
The Children Of Dynmouth Simon and Schuster
Henry James led a wandering life, which took him far from his native
shores, but he continued to think of New York City, where his family
had settled for several years during his childhood, as his hometown.
Here Colm Tóibín, the author of the Man Booker Prize shortlisted
novel The Master, a portrait of Henry James, brings together for the
first time all the stories that James set in New York City. Written
over the course of James’s career and ranging from the deliciously
tart comedy of the early “An International Episode” to the surreal
and haunted corridors of “The Jolly Corner,” and including
“Washington Square,” the poignant novella considered by many
(though not, as it happens, by the author himself) to be one of
James’s finest achievements, the nine fictions gathered here reflect
James’s varied talents and interests as well as the deep and abiding
preoccupations of his imagination. And throughout the book, as
Tóibín’s fascinating introduction demonstrates, we see James
struggling to make sense of a city in whose rapidly changing outlines
he discerned both much that he remembered and held dear as well as
everything about America and its future that he dreaded most. Stories
included: The Story of a Masterpiece A Most Extraordinary Case
Crawford’s Consistency An International Episode The Impressions
of a Cousin The Jolly Corner Washington Square Crapy Cornelia A
Round of Visits
There There Farrar, Straus and Giroux
In this sparkling collection of nineteen stories, the bestselling author
of Slammerkin returns to contemporary affairs, exposing the private
dilemmas that result from some of our most public controversies. A
man finds God and finally wants to father a child-only his wife is
now forty-two years old. A coach's son discovers his sexuality on the
football field. A roommate's bizarre secret liberates a repressed
young woman. From the unforeseen consequences of a polite social
lie to the turmoil caused by the hair on a woman's chin, Donoghue
dramatizes the seemingly small acts upon which our lives often turn.
Many of these stories involve animals and what they mean to us, or
babies and whether to have them; some replay biblical plots in
modern contexts. With characters old, young, straight, gay, and
simply confused, Donoghue dazzles with her range and her ability to
touch lightly but delve deeply into the human condition.
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