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A History of the Conflict Between Christendom and Islam
Hachette UK
In 1848, a violent storm of revolutions ripped through Europe.
The torrent all but swept away the conservative order that had
kept peace on the continent since Napoleon's defeat at Waterloo
in 1815—but which in many countries had also suppressed
dreams of national freedom. Political events so dramatic had not
been seen in Europe since the French Revolution, and they
would not be witnessed again until 1989, with the revolutions in
Eastern and Central Europe. In 1848, historian Mike Rapport
examines the roots of the ferment and then, with breathtaking
pace, chronicles the explosive spread of violence across
Europe. A vivid narrative of a complex chain of interconnected
revolutions, 1848 tells the exhilarating story of Europe's violent
“Spring of Nations” and traces its reverberations to the present
day.
Empires of the Sea Basic Books
Europe in 1618 was riven between Protestants and Catholics, Bourbon
and Hapsburg--as well as empires, kingdoms, and countless
principalities. After angry Protestants tossed three representatives of the
Holy Roman Empire out the window of the royal castle in Prague,
world war spread from Bohemia with relentless abandon, drawing
powers from Spain to Sweden into a nightmarish world of famine,
disease, and seemingly unstoppable destruction.
The Habsburgs Rowman & Littlefield
The Habsburg Empire's grand strategy for outmaneuvering and outlasting
stronger rivals in a complicated geopolitical world The Empire of
Habsburg Austria faced more enemies than any other European great
power. Flanked on four sides by rivals, it possessed few of the advantages
that explain successful empires. Yet somehow Austria endured, outlasting
Ottoman sieges, Frederick the Great, and Napoleon. A. Wess Mitchell
tells the story of how this cash-strapped, polyglot empire survived for
centuries in Europe's most dangerous neighborhood without succumbing
to the pressures of multisided warfare. He shows how the Habsburgs
played the long game in geopolitics, corralling friend and foe alike into
voluntarily managing the empire's lengthy frontiers and extending a
benign hegemony across the turbulent lands of middle Europe. The

Grand Strategy of the Habsburg Empire offers lessons on how to navigate a
messy geopolitical map, stand firm without the advantage of military
predominance, and prevail against multiple rivals.
Europe's Tragedy The New Press
Presents a history of the ruling women of the thirteenth-
century Mongol Empire, describing their struggles to preserve
a sovereignty that would dominate the world for 150 years.

The Siege of Vienna: The Last Great Trial Between Cross & Crescent
Hachette UK
In April 1609, King Philip III of Spain signed an edict denouncing the
Muslim inhabitants of Spain as heretics, traitors, and apostates. Later
that year, the entire Muslim population of Spain was given three days
to leave Spanish territory, on threat of death. In a brutal and traumatic
exodus, entire families and communities were obliged to abandon
homes and villages where they had lived for generations, leaving their
property in the hands of their Christian neighbors. In Aragon and
Catalonia, Muslims were escorted by government commissioners who
forced them to pay whenever they drank water from a river or took
refuge in the shade. For five years the expulsion continued to grind on,
until an estimated 300,000 Muslims had been removed from Spanish
territory, nearly 5 percent of the total population. By 1614 Spain had
successfully implemented what was then the largest act of ethnic
cleansing in European history, and Muslim Spain had effectively
ceased to exist. Blood and Faith is celebrated journalist Matthew
Carr’s riveting chronicle of this virtually unknown episode, set against
the vivid historical backdrop of the history of Muslim Spain. Here is a
remarkable window onto a little-known period in modern Europe—a
rich and complex tale of competing faiths and beliefs, of cultural
oppression and resistance against overwhelming odds.
The Struggle for Supremacy, 1453 to the Present New York Review of
Books
The death of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo in 1914 not only sparked
the beginning of World War I—it also initiated the beginning of the end of the
six-hundred-year-old Habsburg dynasty, which fell apart when the war
ended, changing Europe forever. But how did the Habsburgs come to play
such a decisive role in the fate of the continent? Paula Sutter Fichtner seeks
to answer this question in this comprehensive account of the longest-lived
European empire. Tracing the origins of the house of Habsburg to the tenth
century, Fichtner identifies the principal characters in the story and explores
how they were able to hold together such a culturally diverse and multiethnic
state for so many centuries. She takes account of the intertwining of culture,
politics, and society, revealing the strategies that enabled the dynasty’s
extraordinarily long life: its dazzling mix of cultural propaganda, public
performances, and cunning political maneuvering. She points out the irony
that one of the crowd-pleasing performances that had enabled the Habsburg
success—visiting beds of the injured—led to Ferdinand’s death and the
empire’s downfall. Breathing fresh life into the history of the Habsburg
reign, this accessible and authoritative history charts one of the pivotal
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foundation stories of modern Europe.
Useful Enemies Reaktion Books
The city of Acre, powerfully fortified and richly provisioned, was the last
crusader stronghold. When it fell in 1291, two hundred years of Christian
crusading in the Holy Land came to a bloody end. With his customary
narrative brilliance and immediacy, Roger Crowley chronicles the
tumultuous and violent attack on Acre, the heaviest bombardment before the
age of gunpowder, which left this once great Mediterranean city a crumbling
ruin.The ‘Accursed Tower’ was the focal point of this siege. As the last
garrison of the Crusader defences, it came to symbolise the disintegration of
the old world and the rise of a new era of Islamic jihad. Crowley’s narrative
is based on forensic research, drawing heavily on little known first hand
sources, both Christian and Arabic. This is a fast-paced and gripping account
of a pivotal moment in world history.
The Enemy at the Gate Yale University Press
In 1683, two empires - the Ottoman, based in Constantinople, and the
Habsburg dynasty in Vienna - came face to face in the culmination of a
250-year power struggle: the Great Siege of Vienna. Within the city walls the
choice of resistance over surrender to the largest army ever assembled by the
Turks created an all-or-nothing scenario: every last survivor would be
enslaved or ruthlessly slaughtered. The Turks had set their sights on taking
Vienna, the city they had long called 'The Golden Apple' since their first
siege of the city in 1529. Both sides remained resolute, sustained by hatred of
their age-old enemy, certain that their victory would be won by the grace of
God. Eastern invaders had always threatened the West: Huns, Mongols,
Goths, Visigoths, Vandals and many others. The Western fears of the East
were vivid and powerful and, in their new eyes, the Turks always appeared
the sole aggressors. Andrew Wheatcroft's extraordinary book shows that this
belief is a grievous oversimplification: during the 400 year struggle for
domination, the West took the offensive just as often as the East. As modern
Turkey seeks to re-orient its relationship with Europe, a new generation of
politicians is exploiting the residual fears and tensions between East and
West to hamper this change. The Enemy at the Gate provides a timely and
masterful account of this most complex and epic of conflicts.

Vienna 1683 Random House Trade Paperbacks
From the fall of Constantinople in 1453 until the eighteenth
century, many Western European writers viewed the Ottoman
Empire with almost obsessive interest. Typically they reacted to it
with fear and distrust; and such feelings were reinforced by the
deep hostility of Western Christendom towards Islam. Yet there
was also much curiosity about the social and political system on
which the huge power of the sultans was based. In the sixteenth
century, especially, when Ottoman territorial expansion was rapid
and Ottoman institutions seemed particularly robust, there was
even open admiration. In this path-breaking book Noel Malcolm
ranges through these vital centuries of East-West interaction,
studying all the ways in which thinkers in the West interpreted the
Ottoman Empire as a political phenomenon - and Islam as a
political religion. Useful Enemies shows how the concept of
'oriental despotism' began as an attempt to turn the tables on a
very positive analysis of Ottoman state power, and how, as it
developed, it interacted with Western debates about monarchy
and government. Noel Malcolm also shows how a negative
portrayal of Islam as a religion devised for political purposes was
assimilated by radical writers, who extended the criticism to all
religions, including Christianity itself. Examining the works of
many famous thinkers (including Machiavelli, Bodin, and
Montesquieu) and many less well-known ones, Useful Enemies
illuminates the long-term development of Western ideas about the
Ottomans, and about Islam. Noel Malcolm shows how these ideas
became intertwined with internal Western debates about power,
religion, society, and war. Discussions of Islam and the Ottoman
Empire were thus bound up with mainstream thinking in the West
on a wide range of important topics. These Eastern enemies were
not just there to be denounced. They were there to be made use of,
in arguments which contributed significantly to the development
of Western political thought.

Europe Nimble Books
In The Representation of External Threats, Eberhard Crailsheim and María
Dolores Elizalde present a collection of articles that trace the phenomenon of
external threats over three continents and four oceans, offering new
perspectives on their development, social construction, and representation.
The Habsburgs Springer
fers a groundbreaking account of World War I from the other side of the
continent, brilliantly covering the major military events and the day-to-day
life which resulted in the destruction of one empire, and the moral collapse of
another
In Which, Without Really Intending to, Otto Prohaska Becomes
Official War Hero No. 27 of the Habsburg Broadway Books
In 1683, an Ottoman army that stretched from horizon to horizon set
out to seize the “Golden Apple,” as Turks referred to Vienna. The
ensuing siege pitted battle-hardened Janissaries wielding seventeenth-
century grenades against Habsburg armies, widely feared for their
savagery. The walls of Vienna bristled with guns as the besieging
Ottoman host launched bombs, fired cannons, and showered the
populace with arrows during the battle for Christianity's bulwark. Each
side was sustained by the hatred of its age-old enemy, certain that
victory would be won by the grace of God. The Great Siege of Vienna
is the centerpiece for historian Andrew Wheatcroft's richly drawn
portrait of the centuries-long rivalry between the Ottoman and
Habsburg empires for control of the European continent. A gripping
work by a master historian, The Enemy at the Gate offers a timely
examination of an epic clash of civilizations.
Early Modern Dynastic Marriages and Cultural Transfer Princeton
University Press
Osprey's study of a battle that was part of a triple conflict: the Polish-
Ottoman War (1683-1699), the Great Turkish War (1667-1698), and
the Ottoman Hapsburg Wars (1526-1791). The capture of the Hapsburg
city of Vienna was a major strategic aspiration for the Islamic Ottoman
Empire, desperate for the control that the city exercised over the
Danube and the overland trade routes between southern and northern
Europe. In July 1683 Sultan Mehmet IV proclaimed a jihad and the
Turkish grand vizier, Kara Mustafa Pasha, laid siege to the city with an
army of 150,000 men. In September a relieving force arrived under
Polish command and joined up with the defenders to drive the Turks
away. The main focus of this book is the final 15-hour battle for
Vienna, which climaxed with a massive charge by three divisions of
Polish winged hussars. This hard-won victory marked the beginning of
the decline of the Islamic Ottoman Empire, which was never to
threaten central Europe again.
For God and Kaiser Yale University Press
Argues that religion was not the catalyst to the Thirty Years War,
but one element in a mix of political, social, and dynastic forces
that fed the conflict that ultimately transformed the map of the
modern world.
Year of Revolution BRILL
"A feat of both scholarship and storytelling" (Wall Street
Journal)--the definitive history of a powerful family dynasty who
dominated Europe for centuries. In The Habsburgs, Martyn Rady
tells the epic story of a dynasty and the world it built--and then
lost--over nearly a millennium. From modest origins, the
Habsburgs gained control of the Holy Roman Empire in the
fifteenth century. Then, in a few decades, their possessions
rapidly expanded to take in a large part of Europe, stretching from
Hungary to Spain, and parts of the New World and the Far East.
The Habsburgs dominated Central Europe through the First World
War. Historians often depict the Habsburgs as leaders of a
ramshackle empire. But Rady reveals their enduring power,
driven by the belief that they were destined to rule the world as
defenders of the Roman Catholic Church, guarantors of peace,
and patrons of learning. This is the remarkable history of a
dynasty that forever changed Europe and the world.
Modernism in the Shadow of the Habsburg Empire Osprey Publishing
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Drawing on vital new evidence, a top historian dramatically reinterprets the
life and reign of Holy Roman Emperor Charles V, ruler of the world's first
transatlantic empire "Masterly."--William Anthony Hay, Wall Street Journal
"Seldom does one find a work of such profound scholarship delivered in such
elegant and engaging prose. Drawing deftly on an astonishing volume of
documentary evidence, Parker has produced a masterpiece: an epic, detailed
and vivid life of this complex man and his impossibly large
empire."--Susannah Lipscomb, Financial Times Selected as a book of the
year (2020) by Simon Sebag Montefiore in Aspects of History magazine The
life of Emperor Charles V (1500-1558), ruler of Spain, Germany, the
Netherlands, and much of Italy and Central and South America, has long
intrigued biographers. But the elusive nature of the man (despite an
abundance of documentation), his relentless travel and the control of his own
image, together with the complexity of governing the world's first
transatlantic empire, complicate the task. Geoffrey Parker, one of the world's
leading historians of early modern Europe, has examined the surviving
written sources in Dutch, French, German, Italian, Latin, and Spanish, as well
as visual and material evidence. He explores the crucial decisions that created
and preserved this vast empire, analyzes Charles's achievements within the
context of both personal and structural factors, and scrutinizes the intimate
details of the ruler's life for clues to his character and inclinations. The result
is a unique biography that interrogates every dimension of Charles's reign and
views the world through the emperor's own eyes.
The Secret History of the Mongol Queens Routledge
A prizewinning military historian explores a critical but overlooked cause for
World War I: the staggering decrepitude of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
Blood and Faith Basic Books
Here is the first panoptic history of the long struggle between the
Christian West and Islam. In this dazzlingly written, acutely nuanced
account, Andrew Wheatcroft tracks a deep fault line of animosity
between civilizations. He begins with a stunning account of the Battle
of Lepanto in 1571, then turns to the main zones of conflict: Spain,
from which the descendants of the Moors were eventually expelled; the
Middle East, where Crusaders and Muslims clashed for years; and the
Balkans, where distant memories spurred atrocities even into the
twentieth century. Throughout, Wheatcroft delves beneath stereotypes,
looking incisively at how images, ideas, language, and technology
(from the printing press to the Internet), as well as politics, religion,
and conquest, have allowed each side to demonize the other, revive old
grievances, and fuel across centuries a seemingly unquenchable
enmity. Finally, Wheatcroft tells how this fraught history led to our
present maelstrom. We cannot, he argues, come to terms with today’s
perplexing animosities without confronting this dark past.
The League of Nations and the Former Habsburg Lands Da Capo Press
A vivid new account of one of the most decisive military encounters in
history-the Battle of Lepanto
The Purging of Muslim Spain Leonaur Limited
The well-respected historian Manfried Rauchensteiner analyses the
outbreak of World War I, Emperor Franz Joseph's role in the conflict,
and how the various nationalities of the Habsburg Monarchy reacted to
the disintegration of this 640-yearold empire in 1918. After Archduke
Franz Ferdinand"s assassination in Sarajevo in 1914, war was
inevitable. Emperor Franz Joseph intended it, and everyone in Vienna
expected it. How the war began and how Austria-Hungary managed to
avoid capitulation only weeks later with the help of German troops
reads like a thriller. Manfried Rauchensteiner"s book is based on
decades of research and is a fascinating read to the very end, even
though the final outcome, the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Dual
Monarchy, is already known. Originally published in German in 2013
by Böhlau, this standard work is now available in English.
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