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Redback Random House

before they had loved and lost; a time before they

"He should have seen it coming. His life had been had fathered children, before the devastation of
one mishap after another. So he should have been separations, before they had prized anything

prepared for this one..." Julian Treslove, a
professionally unspectacular and disappointed
BBC worker, and Sam Finkler, a popular Jewish
philosopher, writer and television personality, are
old school friends. Despite a prickly relationship
and very different lives, they've never quite lost
touch with each other - or with their former
teacher, Libor Sevick, a Czechoslovakian always
more concerned with the wider world than with
exam results. Now, both Libor and Finkler are
recently widowed, and with Treslove, his
chequered and unsuccessful record with women
rendering him an honorary third widower, they
dine at Libor's grand, central London apartment.
It's a sweetly painful evening of reminiscence in
which all three remove themselves to a time
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greatly enough to fear the loss of it. Better,
perhaps, to go through life without knowing
happiness at all because that way you had less to
mourn? Treslove finds he has tears enough for the
unbearable sadness of both his friends' losses. And
it's that very evening, at exactly 11:30pm, as
Treslove hesitates a moment outside the window
of the oldest violin dealer in the country as he
walks home, that he is attacked. After this, his
whole sense of who and what he is will slowly and
ineluctably change. The Finkler Question is a
scorching story of exclusion and belonging,
justice and love, ageing, wisdom and humanity.
Funny, furious, unflinching, this extraordinary
novel shows one of our finest writers at his
brilliant best.
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Shylock Is My Name Random House Canada
Aninvestigation of the origins of comedy and the
meaning of laughter, drawing on biology,
anthropology, classical studies, behavioural
science, philosophy and psychology - with afew
authorial jokes along the way.

The Finkler Question by Howard
Jacobson Hogarth

The Man Booker Prize-winning author of
The Finkler Question went Down Under,
and this is what he hilariously found. On
what he calls “ the adventure of his life,”
Howard Jacobson travels around
Australia, never entirely sure where he is
heading next or whether he has the
courage to tackle the wild life of the bush,
the wild men of the outback, or the even
wilder women of the seaboard cities. In
pursuit of the best of Australian good
times, he joins revelers at Uluru, argues
with racists in the Kimberleys, parties
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with winegrowers in the Barossa, and falls

for ballet dancers in Perth. And even as
vexed questions of national identity and
Aboriginal land rights present themselves,
his love for Australia and Australians
never falters.

Kalooki Nights Vintage

When fast-breaking political events forced
British novelist Jacobson (Peeping Tom) to put
off a trip to Lithuania planned as a search for
his Jewish roots, he accepted an offer from the
BBC to visit Jewish communities around the
globe instead. This informed and witty account
of his experiences deals with the wide variety
of contemporary Jewish life, as well as with
how Jacobson's observations affected his own
concept of what it means to be a Jew. Riding
an emotional roller coaster, he witnessed the
hostility between Jews and African Americans
in New York City, attended services in a gay
synagogue in California and found his basic
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cynicism about religion reinforced after he spentPussy A&C Black

time with Orthodox Jews in Israel, although his
spirits were lifted by a visit to an idealistic,
tolerant Israeli kibbutz. His journey concluded
with the postponed trip to Lithuania, where the
author found virulent anti-Semitism.

Phoenix Flame Allen & Unwin

A provocatively entertaining, savagely funny
satire on Donald Trump by Britain’ s greatest
comic novelist. Pussy is the story of Prince
Fracassus, heir presumptive to the Duchy of
Origen, famed for its golden-gated skyscrapers
and casinos, who passes his boyhood watching
reality shows on TV, imagining himself to be
the Roman Emperor Nero, and fantasizing
about hookers. He is idle, boastful, thin-skinned
and egotistic; has no manners, no curiosity, no
knowledge, no idea and no words in which to
express them. Could he, in that case, be the
very leader to make the country great again?
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Barney Fugleman has two major
preoccupations in life: sex and literature. He
is obsessed by the life and work of a man
hailed by many as a genius of the nineteenth
century - and by Barney as a "prurient little
Victorian ratbag'. This curious propulsion
drives him out of Finchley, and out of the
life he shares with Sharon and her ‘'rampant
marvellings', to Cornwall. There he offends
serious ramblers with his slip-on snakeskin
shoes, fur coat and antagonism to all things
green and growing as he stomps the wild
Atlantic cliffs on long, morbid walks,
tampering with the truth, tangling with the
imperious Camilla - and telling a riotous
tale. By the winner of the Man Booker Prize
and author of The Finkler Question.
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Parrot and Olivier in America W. W. Norton & just to praise ... In short, he is one of the great

Company

In 1950s Manchester, England, Oliver Walzer,
a shy Jewish boy, comes of age in a household
dominated by women and finds that he has a
natural talent for ping-pong, but things do not
go as smoothly for him when it comes to
women and sex.

In the Land of Oz Bloomsbury Publishing USA
'[An] acutely observed
collection of occasional pieces that pick at
absurdist life and reveal him to be a quiz, a
cultural critic gifted with precise comic timing' -
The Times "The author's prose is always a
delight ... a book that manages the high-wire
act of being genuinely funny while dispensing
genuine wisdom' - Times Literary Supplement
*Jacobson is one of the great sentence-builders
of our time. | feel | have to raise my game, even
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guardians of language and culture - all of it.
Long may he flourish' - Nicholas Lezard,
Guardian Week after week,
for eighteen years, the Booker Prize-winning
novelist Howard Jacobson wrote a weekly
column for the Independent, reflecting in
inimitable style on the sacred and the profane in
turn, the frivolous and the serious, the deeply
personal and the most universal. The shame
and humiliation inherent in death is explored
with frank astuteness. Matisse, darts and the
power of love are celebrated; while cyclists are
very much censured. And meanwhile, a beloved
old Labrador walks his last walk as life
elsewhere hurtles on and away... The Dog’s
Last Walk is a collection of wisdom and
iconoclasm for our uncertain times, and one
that reveals one of our greatest writers in all his
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humanity. ‘Sharp and

aesthetics is supposed to be. But the hour passes.

playful, surreal and thoughtful, and occasionally Good men return from fighting Satan in the

... rather moving' - New Statesman "Yes,
Jacobson is an entertainer ... And he does
indeed entertain, but in a way that stimulates
rather than simply amuses' - Sunday Telegraph
"His columns were always one of the best things
in [the Independent] — funny, argumentative,
contrary and stuffed with ideas as well as a big,
sympathetic personality' - Philip Hensher,
Spectator

Seriously Funny Bloomsbury Publishing USA

It takes a particular kind of man to want an
embroidered polo player astride his left nipple.
Occasionally, when | am tired and emotional, or
consumed with self-dislike, I try to imagine myself
as someone else, a wearer of Yarmouth shirts and
fleecy sweats, of windbreakers and rugged Tyler
shorts, of baseball caps with polo players where the
section of the brain that concerns itself with
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wilderness the stronger for their struggle, and so do
I. The winner of the 2010 Man Booker Prize,
Howard Jacobson, brims with life in this collection
of his most acclaimed journalism. From the unusual
disposal of his father-in-law's ashes and the cultural
wasteland of Chitty Chitty Bang Bang to the
melancholy sensuality of Leonard Cohen and
desolation of Wagner's tragedies, Jacobson writes
with all the thunder and joy of a man possessed.
Absurdity piles upon absurdity, and glorious
sentences weave together to create a hilarious,
heartbreaking and uniquely human collection. This
book is not just a series of parts, but an irresistible,
unputdownable sum which triumphantly out-
Thurbers Thurber.

Coming From Behind A&C Black

The first ever comprehensive history of anti-
Semitism in England, from medieval murder
and expulsion through to contemporary forms
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of anti-Zionism in the 21st century.

The Very Model of a Man Bloomsbury
Publishing

The definitive collection of literary essays by
The New Yorker’ s award-winning longtime
book critic Ever since the publication of his first
essay collection, The Broken Estate, in 1999,
James Wood has been widely regarded as a
leading literary critic of the English-speaking
world. His essays on canonical writers (Gustav
Flaubert, Herman Melville), recent legends
(Don DeL.illo, Marilynne Robinson) and
significant contemporaries (Zadie Smith, Elena
Ferrante) have established a standard for
informed and incisive appreciation, composed
in a distinctive literary style all their own.
Together, Wood’ s essays, and his bestselling
How Fiction Works, share an abiding
preoccupation with how fiction tells its own
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truths, and with the vocation of the writer in a
world haunted by the absence of God. In
Serious Noticing, Wood collects his best essays
from two decades of his career, supplementing
earlier work with autobiographical reflections
from his book The Nearest Thing to Life and
recent essays from The New Yorker on young
writers of extraordinary promise. The result is
an essential guide to literature in the new
millennium.

In the Image: A Novel Bloomsbury Publishing
Kevern doesn’ t know why his father made
him put two finger across his lips whenever he
began a word with a J. It wasn’ t then, and
isn’ t now, the time or place for asking
questions. Ailinn, too, has grown up in the dark
about who she is and where she comes from.
The past is a dangerous country, not to be
visited or talked about. She is new to the
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village; Kevern has lived here, in half-hiding, all The Sea New York Review of Books

his life. They feel a surge of protectiveness for A young woman's coming of age, a romantic
each other the moment they meet. On their first love story, and a spiritual journey—each

date, Kevern kisses the bruises under her eyes.  infused with the lessons of history. In the Image
He doesn’ t ask who did it. Brutality has grown is an extraordinary first novel illuminated by
commonplace. They aren’ t sure whether they spiritual exploration, one that remembers "a
have fallen in love of their own accord or language, a literature, a held hand, an entire
whether they’ ve been pushed into each world lived and breathed in the image of God."
other’ sarms. But who would have pushed Bill Landsmann, an elderly Jewish refugee in a
them, and why? Nothing in this extraordinary  New Jersey suburb with a passion for travel, is
new novel by Howard Jacobson is certain. Time obsessed with building his slide collection of
lurches, what passes for memory might not have images from the Bible that he finds scattered

happened, accidents might not after all be throughout the world. The novel begins when
accidental, history itself has been disowned. If  he crosses paths with his granddaughter's

this is the consequence of removing your friend, Leora, and continues by moving
enemies (and disturbing the necessary forward through her life and backward through

equilibrium of hate), could it be time to reinvent his, revealing the unexpected links between his
them? Into these sinister calculations first Ailinn family's past and her family's future. Not just a
and then Kevern are drawn [ first novel but a cultural event—a wedding of
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secular and religious forms of literature—In the language that we have come to expect from this

Image neither lives in the past nor seeks to
escape it, but rather assimilates it, in the best
sense of the word, honoring what is lost and

superlative writer, Peter Carey explores the
birth of democracy, the limits of friendship and
whether people really can remake themselves in

finding, among the lost things, the treasures that a New World. The two men at the heart of the

can renew the present. Reading group guide
included.

The Mighty Walzer Jonathan Cape

Cain recounts the events that led to the
murder of his brother, Abel, and offers his
own perspective on creation, language, and
divinity

Democracy Or Shylocracy Random House
From the two-time Booker Prize-winning
author: an irrepressible, audacious, trenchantly
funny new novel set in the 19th century and
inspired in part by the life of Alexis de
Tocqueville. With dazzling exuberance and all
the richness of characterization, story, and
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novel couldn't be any more different: Olivier is
the son of French aristocrats who (barely)
survived the French Revolution. Parrot is the
motherless son of an itinerate English printer.
But when young Parrot is separated from his
father (after a stupendous conflagration at a
house of forgery) he runs into the powerful
embrace of a one-armed marquis who will be
his conduit - like it or not - into a life as closely
(mis)allied with Olivier's as if they were
connected by blood. And when Olivier sets sail
for America - ostensibly to make a study of the
American penal system, but more precisely to
save his neck from the latest guillotineurs -
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Parrot, unable to loosen the Marquis's grip, is
there too: as spy, scribe, comptroller, protector,
foe and foil. As the narrative unfurls, shifting
between the perspectives of Olivier and Parrot,
between their picaresque adventures apart and
together, in love and politics, prisons and
finance, homelands and brave new lands - a
most unlikely friendship begins to take hold.
Running with Light Penguin Canada
*Winner of the Man Booker Prize* A
luminous novel about love, loss, and the
unpredictable power of memory. In this

“ extraordinary meditation on mortality,
grief, death, childhood and memory" (USA
Today), John Banville introduces us to Max
Morden, a middle-aged Irishman who has
gone back to the seaside town where he
spent his summer holidays as a child to cope
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with the recent loss of his wife. It is also a

return to the place where he met the Graces,
the well-heeled family with whom he
experienced the strange suddenness of both
love and death for the first time. What Max
comes to understand about the past, and
about its indelible effects on him, is at the
center of this elegiac, gorgeously written
novel — among the finest we have had from
this masterful writer.

The Act of Love Oxford University Press
The field of Shakespearean studies is
cluttered with the fossils of past discussion,
and somehow we have to pick our way
around them. In the opening scene to this
unusual book, these obstructive entities are
brought to life and engage in lively
argument. Four essays on Hamlet,
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Macbeth, Antony and Cleopatra and present-day counterpart in the character of art
Coriolanus follow, all of which freshen the  dealer and conflicted father Simon Strulovitch.
air: unfamiliar, unspecialised, free-ranging ~ With characteristic irony, Jacobson presents
and openly argumentative, but tied at all Shylock as aman of incisi.ve wit gnd p.assion,
points to the original text. Shakespeare concerned still V\{Ith qu_gsﬂons of identity, _
wrote out of, and about, a common parenthood, anti-Semitism an_d revenge. Whlle
humanity, and it is with humanity, common Strulovich struggl?s fo reconmlf himself to h!s
and uncommon. that we must read or watch daughter Beatrice's “ betrayal” of her family

_ ) _ _ and heritage—as she is carried away by the
him. This book is accordingly addressed to excitement of Manchester high society, and into

the academic or the new student. the arms of a footballer notorious for giving a

d Farrar, Straus and Giroux Nazi salute on the field—Shylock alternates
Man Booker Prize-winner Howard Jacobson  grief for his beloved wife with rage against his

brings his singular brilliance to this modern re-  qyn daughter's rejection of her Jewish

imagining of one of Shakespeare’ s most upbringing. Culminating in a shocking twist on
unforgettable characters: Shylock Winter, a Shylock’ s demand for the infamous pound of
cemetery, Shylock. In this provocative and flesh, Jacobson’ s insightful retelling examines
profound interpretation of The Merchant of contemporary, acutely relevant questions of
Venice, Shylock is juxtaposed against his Jewish identity while maintaining a poignant
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sympathy for its characters and a genuine
spiritual kinship with its antecedent—a drama
which Jacobson himself considers to be “ the
most troubling of Shakespeare’ s plays for
anyone, but, for an English novelist who
happens to be Jewish, also the most
challenging.”

Bookclub-In-A-Box Discusses the Finkler
Question, by Howard Jacobson Bookclub in a
Box

Throughout her career the internationally
renowned South African writer Nadine
Gordimer has built a literary reputation with
her incisive short stories as much as with her
acclaimed novels. Together with her essays, this
highly imaginative and committed body of
work won her the Nobel Prize for Literature in
1991. In the opinion of the Academy: "Through
her magnificent epic writing she has - in the
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words of Alfred Nobel - been of very great
benefit to humanity." Gordimer has said that
while novelists take the reader by the hand
developing "a consistency of relationship that
does not and cannot convey the quality of
human life, where contact is more like the flash
of fireflies, in and out, now here, now there, in
darkness. Short-story writers see by the light of
the flash; theirs is the only thing one can be sure
of - the present moment.' Now, for the first
time, the best of her stories are published in one
volume.

Live a Little Abrams

In a stunning follow-up to his much-heralded
masterpiece, Kalooki Nights, acclaimed author
Howard Jacobson has turned his mordant and
uncanny sights on Felix Quinn, a rare-book dealer
living in London, whose wife Marisa is unfaithful to
him. All husbands, Felix maintains, secretly want
their wives to be unfaithful to them. Felix hasn't
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always thought this way. From the moment of his
first boyhood rejection, surviving the shattering
effects of love and jealousy had been the study of his
life. But while he is honeymooning with Marisa in
Florida an event occurs that changes everything. In
a moment, he goes from dreading the thought of
someone else's hands on the woman he loves to
thinking about nothing else. Enter Marius into
Marisa's affections. And now Felix must wonder if
he really is a happy man. The Act of Love is a
haunting novel of love and jealousy, with stylish
prose that crackles and razor-sharp dialogue,
praised by the London Times as "darkly
transgressive, as savage in its brilliance, as anything
Jacobson has written."” It is a startlingly perceptive,
subtle portrait of a marriage and an excruciatingly
honest, provocative exploration of sexual obsession.
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