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The Free World House of Anansi
FINALIST FOR THE 2019 SCOTIABANK GILLER
PRIZE Award-winning author David Bezmozgis’s
first story collection in more than a decade, hailed by
the Toronto Star as “intelligent, funny, unfailingly
sympathetic” In the title story, a father and his
young daughter stumble into a bizarre version of his
immigrant childhood. A mysterious tech conference
brings a writer to Montreal, where he discovers new
designs on the past in “How It Used to Be.” A

grandfather’s Yiddish letters expose a love affair and
a wartime secret in “Little Rooster.” In
“Childhood,” Mark’s concern about his son’s
phobias evokes a shameful incident from his own
adolescence. In “Roman’s Song,” Roman’s
desire to help a new immigrant brings him into
contact with a sordid underworld. At his father’s
request, Victor returns to Riga, the city of his birth,
where his loyalties are tested by the man he might
have been in “A New Gravestone for an Old
Grave.” And, in the noir-inspired “The Russian
Riviera,” Kostya leaves Russia to pursue a boxing
career only to find himself working as a doorman in a
garish nightclub in the Toronto suburbs. In these
deeply felt, slyly humorous stories, Bezmozgis pleads
no special causes but presents immigrant characters
with all their contradictions and complexities, their
earnest and divided hearts.
Disappearing Earth Farrar, Straus and Giroux

In the wickedly bittersweet and hilarious You Must
Go and Win, the Ukrainian-born musician Alina
Simone traces her bizarre journey through the indie
rock world, from disastrous Craigslist auditions
with sketchy producers to catching fleas in a
Williamsburg sublet. But Simone offers more than
down-and-out tales of her time as a struggling
musician: she has a rapier wit, slashing and burning
her way through the absurdities of life, while
offering surprising and poignant insights into the
burdens of family expectations and the nature of
ambition, the temptations of religion and the lure of
a mythical Russian home. Wavering between
embracing and fleeing her outsized and nebulous
dreams of stardom, Simone confronts her Russian
past when she falls in love with the music of Yanka
Dyagileva, a Soviet singer who tragically died
young; hits the road with her childhood friend who
is dead set on becoming an "icon"; and battles male
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strippers in Siberia. Hailed as "the perfect storm of
creative talent" (USA Today, Pop Candy), Simone
is poised to win over readers of David Rakoff and
Sarah Vowell with her irresistibly funny and
charming literary debut.

Worldly Goods Biblioasis
“Absurdistan is not just a hilarious
novel, but a record of a particular peak
in the history of human folly. No one is
more capable of dealing with the
transition from the hell of socialism to
the hell of capitalism in Eastern Europe
than Shteyngart, the great-great
grandson of one Nikolai Gogol and the
funniest foreigner alive.” –Aleksandar
Hemon From the critically acclaimed,
bestselling author of The Russian
Debutante’s Handbook comes the
uproarious and poignant story of one
very fat man and one very small
country Meet Misha Vainberg, aka
Snack Daddy, a 325-pound disaster of
a human being, son of the 1,238th-
richest man in Russia, proud holder of
a degree in multicultural studies from
Accidental College, USA (don’t even
ask), and patriot of no country save the
great City of New York. Poor Misha just
wants to live in the South Bronx with

his hot Latina girlfriend, but after his
gangster father murders an Oklahoma
businessman in Russia, all hopes of a
U.S. visa are lost. Salvation lies in the
tiny, oil-rich nation of Absurdistan,
where a crooked consular officer will
sell Misha a Belgian passport. But after
a civil war breaks out between two
competing ethnic groups and a local
warlord installs hapless Misha as
minister of multicultural affairs, our hero
soon finds himself covered in oil,
fighting for his life, falling in love, and
trying to figure out if a normal life is still
possible in the twenty-first century. With
the enormous success of The Russian
Debutante’s Handbook, Gary
Shteyngart established himself as a
central figure in today’s literary
world—“one of the most talented and
entertaining writers of his generation,”
according to The New York Observer.
In Absurdistan, he delivers an even
funnier and wiser literary performance.
Misha Vainberg is a hero for the new
century, a glimmer of humanity in a
world of dashed hopes.
Absurdistan Penguin Paperbacks

The Free WorldFarrar, Straus and Giroux
The Afterlife of Stars
HarperCollins Canada
Winner of the VCU Cabell
First Novelist Award Winner
of the American Library
Association's Sophie Brody
Medal Finalist for the
National Jewish Book Award A
singularly talented writer
makes his literary debut with
this provocative, soulful,
and sometimes hilarious story
of a failed journalist asked
to do the unthinkable: Forge
Holocaust-restitution claims
for old Russian Jews in
Brooklyn, New York. Yevgeny
Gelman, grandfather of Slava
Gelman, “didn’t suffer in the
exact way” he needs to have
suffered to qualify for the
restitution the German
government has been paying
out to Holocaust survivors.
But suffer he has—as a Jew in
the war; as a second-class
citizen in the USSR; as an
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immigrant to America. So?
Isn’t his grandson a
“writer”? High-minded Slava
wants to put all this
immigrant scraping behind
him. Only the American Dream
is not panning out for
him—Century, the legendary
magazine where he works as a
researcher, wants nothing
greater from him. Slava wants
to be a correct, blameless
American—but he wants to be a
lionized writer even more.
Slava’s turn as the Forger of
South Brooklyn teaches him
that not every fact is the
truth, and not every lie a
falsehood. It takes more than
law-abiding to become an
American; it takes the same
self-reinvention in which his
people excel. Intoxicated and
unmoored by his inventions,
Slava risks exposure.
Cornered, he commits an
irrevocable act that finally
grants him a sense of home in

America, but not before
collecting a price from his
family. A Replacement Life is
a dark, moving, and
beautifully written novel
about family, honor, and
justice.
Harper Perennial
"Moskovich (Virtuoso) mystifies
with this vivid story of a pair of
estranged siblings who immigrated
to Milwaukee from the Soviet Union
as children in 1991... The dynamic
style and psychological depth make
this an engaging mind bender."
—Publishers Weekly In Yelena
Moskovich's spellbinding new
novel, A Door Behind A Door, we
meet Olga, who immigrates as part
of the Soviet diaspora of ’91 to
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. There she
grows up and meets a girl and
falls in love, beginning to
believe that she can settle down.
But a phone call from a bad man
from her past brings to life a
haunted childhood in an apartment
building in the Soviet Union: an
unexplained murder in her block, a
supernatural stray dog, and the
mystery of her beloved brother

Moshe, who lost an eye and later
vanished. We get pulled into
Olga’s past as she puzzles her way
through an underground Midwestern
Russian mafia, in pursuit of a
string of mathematical stabbings.
"Yelena Moskovich returns with her
latest work, A Door Behind a Door,
bearing many of the hallmarks –
the post-Soviet diaspora, the
mesmeric blending of past and
present, desire and violence – of
her previous novels, Virtuoso and
The Natashas. This time we are in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where the
protagonist Olga receives a phone
call opening up a Pandora’s box of
haunting memories and unsolved
puzzles from her Soviet past."
—Matt Janney, The Calvert Journal,
"Books to look forward to in 2021"

The Betrayers Penguin
Charlotte Bronte's Secret
Love shines a light on a
tantalising episode in the
lives of two of the greatest
nineteenth-century authors,
Charlotte and Emily Bronte.
Charlotte Bronte, a parson's
daughter from Yorkshire,
longs for adventure. She
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conceives the idea of going
abroad to study languages and
persuades her sister Emily to
accompany her to Brussels. In
Madame Heger's elegant
boarding house, amongst many
wealthy and spoilt young
ladies, Charlotte and Emily
try to stay true to
themselves. But then
Charlotte falls in love with
her teacher, Constantin
Heger...
Mwah-Mwah Little, Brown
The librarian walks the
streets of her beloved Paris.
An old lady with a limp and
an accent, she is invisible
to most. Certainly no one
recognizes her as the warrior
and revolutionary she was,
when again and again she
slipped into the Jewish
ghetto of German-occupied
Vilnius to carry food,
clothes, medicine, money, and
counterfeit documents to its
prisoners. Often she left

with letters to deliver,
manuscripts to hide, and even
sedated children swathed in
sacks. In 1944 she was
captured by the Gestapo,
tortured for twelve days, and
deported to Dachau. Through
Epistolophilia, Julija Šukys
follows the letters and
journals—the “life-
writing”—of this woman, Ona
Šimait? (1894–1970). A
treasurer of words, Šimait?
carefully collected,
preserved, and archived the
written record of her life,
including thousands of
letters, scores of diaries,
articles, and press
clippings. Journeying through
these words, Šukys negotiates
with the ghost of Šimait?,
beckoning back to life this
quiet and worldly heroine—a
giant of Holocaust history
(one of Yad Vashem’s honored
“Righteous Among the
Nations”) and yet so little

known. The result is at once a
mediated self-portrait and a
measured perspective on a
remarkable life. It reveals
the meaning of life-writing,
how women write their lives
publicly and privately, and
how their words attach
them—and us—to life.
American Innovations U of
Nebraska Press
Refusing the Kremlin's order to
relocate to Israel, the Jewish
Krasnasnsky family of 1978
Russia makes their way across
Italy at the sides of thousands
of other immigrants over the
course of a culturally rich six
months. A first novel by the
award-winning author of
Natasha. Reprint.
The Rich Man Random House
National Bestseller Globe and
Mail Best Book of the Year New
York Times Notable Book of the
Year Winner of the Commonwealth
Writers’ Prize for Best First
Book (Canada and Caribbean
Region) Winner of the Canadian
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Jewish Book Award, Fiction
Category Winner of the Toronto
Book Award Winner of the Jewish
Quarterly Wingate Literary
Prize for Fiction Winner of the
Danuta Gleed Literary Award
Finalist for the Governor
General’s Award for Fiction
Finalist for CBC’s Canada Reads
Finalist for the Guardian First
Book Award Finalist for the
Borders Books and Music 2004
Original Voices Award Finalist
for the LA Times Book Prize The
Bermans—Bella, Roman and their
son, Mark—are Russian Jews who
fled the Riga of Brezhnev for
Toronto, the city of their
dreams. Natasha and Other
Stories is the chronicle of
their search for a better life
as they struggle to fit into a
foreign urban landscape. Told
through Mark’s eyes, these are
stories filled with heart,
verve and consequence. In
“Tapka,” six-year-old Mark’s
cocky game with a neighbour’s
beloved dog turns into a tragi-
comedy of life lessons learned.

In the title story, a teenage
Mark faces a stark, comical and
ultimately searing introduction
to first love at the
experienced hands of his
cousin, Natasha, an immigrant
from the new Russia. And in
“Minyan,” Mark and his
grandfather watch as the death
of an Odessan cab driver sets
off a religious controversy
among the residents of a Jewish
old-people’s home. Often funny
and always wise, this much-
celebrated collection captures
the immigrant experience with
striking wit and deep sympathy.
A Replacement Life The
Porcupine's Quill
In this sequel to Rabbit, Run,
John Updike resumes the
spiritual quest of his anxious
Everyman, Harry “Rabbit”
Angstrom. Ten years have
passed; the impulsive former
athlete has become a paunchy
thirty-six-year-old
conservative, and Eisenhower’s
becalmed America has become
1969’s lurid turmoil of

technology, fantasy, drugs, and
violence. Rabbit is abandoned
by his family, his home invaded
by a runaway and a radical, his
past reduced to a ruined inner
landscape; still he clings to
semblances of decency and
responsibility, and yearns to
belong and to believe.

The Displaced Macmillan
"[A] hilarious and
heartbreaking story of a
Jewish family’s escape from
oppression."--The New York
Times A compelling story of
two intertwined journeys: a
Jewish refugee family fleeing
persecution and a young man
seeking to reclaim a
shattered past. In the
twilight of the Cold War (the
late 1980s), nine-year old
Lev Golinkin and his family
cross the Soviet border with
only ten suitcases, $600, and
the vague promise of help
awaiting in Vienna. Years
later, Lev, now an American
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adult, sets out to retrace his
family's long trek, locate
the strangers who fought for
his freedom, and in the
process, gain a future by
understanding his past. Lev
Golinkin's memoir is the
vivid, darkly comic, and
poignant story of a young boy
in the confusing and often
chilling final decade of the
Soviet Union. It's also the
story of Lev Golinkin, the
American man who finally
confronts his buried past by
returning to Austria and
Eastern Europe to track down
the strangers who made his
escape possible . . . and say
thank you. Written with
biting, acerbic wit and
emotional honesty in the vein
of Gary Shteyngart, Jonathan
Safran Foer, and David
Bezmozgis, Golinkin's search
for personal identity set
against the relentless
currents of history is more

than a memoir—it's a portrait
of a lost era. This is a
thrilling tale of escape and
survival, a deeply personal
look at the life of a Jewish
child caught in the last gasp
of the Soviet Union, and a
provocative investigation
into the power of hatred and
the search for belonging. Lev
Golinkin achieves an amazing
feat—and it marks the debut
of a fiercely intelligent,
defiant, and unforgettable
new voice.
Natasha And Other Stories
Biblioasis
A visionary novel from the
author of Super Sad True Love
Story and Little Failure. The
Russian Debutante's Handbook
introduces Vladimir Girshkin,
one of the most original and
unlikely heroes of recent
times. The twenty-five-year-
old unhappy lover to a fat
dungeon mistress,
affectionately nicknamed

"Little Failure" by his high-
achieving mother, Vladimir
toils his days away as a
lowly clerk at the
bureaucratic Emma Lazarus
Immigrant Absorption Society.
When a wealthy but psychotic
old Russian war hero appears,
Vladimir embarks on an
adventure of unrelenting
lunacy that takes us from New
York's Lower East Side to the
hip frontier wilderness of
Prava--the Eastern European
Paris of the nineties. With
the help of a murderous but
fun-loving Russian mafioso,
Vladimir infiltrates the
Prava expat community and
launches a scheme as
ridiculous as it is
brilliant. Bursting with wit,
humor, and rare insight, The
Russian Debutante's Handbook
is both a highly imaginative
romp and a serious
exploration of what it means
to be an immigrant in
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America.
Petropolis Penguin
A New York Times Notable Book
for 2011 A Globe and Mail Best
Books of the Year 2011 Title
Summer, 1978. Brezhnev sits
like a stone in the Kremlin,
Israel and Egypt are inching
towards peace, and in the
bustling, polyglot streets of
Rome, strange new creatures
have appeared: Soviet Jews who
have escaped to freedom through
a crack in the Iron Curtain.
Among the thousands who have
landed in Italy to secure visas
for new lives in the West are
the members of the Krasnansky
family — three generations of
Russian Jews. There is Samuil,
an old Communist and Red Army
veteran, who reluctantly leaves
the country to which he has
dedicated himself body and
soul; Karl, his elder son, a
man eager to embrace the
opportunities emigration
affords; Alec, his younger son,
a carefree playboy for whom
life has always been a game;

and Polina, Alec's new wife, who
has risked the most by breaking
with her old family to join
this new one. Together, they
will spend six months in Rome —
their way station and
purgatory. They will immerse
themselves in the carnival of
emigration, in an Italy rife
with love affairs and ruthless
hustles, with dislocation and
nostalgia, with the promise and
peril of a new life. Through
the unforgettable Krasnansky
family, David Bezmozgis has
created an intimate portrait of
a tumultuous era. Written in
precise, musical prose, The
Free World is a stunning debut
novel, a heartfelt
multigenerational saga of great
historical scope and even
greater human depth. Enlarging
on the themes of aspiration and
exile that infused his
critically acclaimed first
collection, Natasha and Other
Stories, The Free World
establishes Bezmozgis as one of
our most mature and

accomplished storytellers.
The Master of Petersburg Little,
Brown
2011 Governor General’s Literary
Awards Finalist - Fiction
Shortlisted for the 2011
Scotiabank Giller Prize It is
August 1978. Brezhnev sits like a
stone in the Kremlin and nuclear
missiles stand primed in the
Siberian silos. The Iron Curtain
divides East from West as three
generations of the Krasnansky
family leave the Soviet Union to
get their first taste of freedom.
Choosing Canada rather than Israel
as their destination, the
Krasnanskys find themselves on an
enforced holiday in Italy with
thousands of other Russian Jewish
immigrants all facing an uncertain
future. Together the irresistible
and quarrelsome Krasnanskys will
spend six months in Rome, where
they will immerse themselves in
the carnival of emigration, in an
Italy rife with love affairs and
ruthless hustles, with the promise
and peril of a new life. Writing
in precise, musical prose, David
Bezmozgis has created an intimate
portrait of a tumultuous era,
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confirming his reputation as one of
our most mature and accomplished
storytellers.

Undercard Macmillan
Shipped off to France for
Easter for some continental
'culture', Hannah finds herself
staying with her mother's best
friend. And her mother's best
friend's daughter. Who happens
to be tall, horribly stylish
and has that irritating way of
turning a scarf into the latest
fashion accessory. To make
matters worse (if possible) the
daughter's friend is coming to
stay with them. Doubly bad for
the ego, twice the competition
for the bathroom. But then
'Michel' turns out to be a boy
. . . Cue rivalry with a
continental flavour in a
fantastically scandal-rich and
brilliantly compelling teen
coming-of-age drama.
The Cosmopolitans Catapult
When Sadie looks out her window
and sees her bother standing on
the front lawn she knows he
can't bring good news.

Fidgeting over coffee with sugar
and cream he explains: Their
sister is gone. Three days
earlier Goldie left to go
shopping and she has not
returned. With Goldie's
disappearance as the catalyst,
The First Desire takes us deep
into the life of the Cohen
family and Buffalo, New York,
from the Great Depression to
the years immediately following
World War II. Shifting
perspectives from siblings
Sadie, Jo, Goldie, and Irving
we learn of the secrets they
have managed to keep
hidden--and of Lillian, the
beautiful woman their father
took as a lover while his wife
was dying. In this astonishing
novel Reisman brings to life
the love, grief, and desires
that ultimately bind one family
together.
Snow in May Vintage
Set over the course of twenty-
four exhilarating hours,
Undercard is the story of four
childhood friends, now in their

early thirties, unexpectedly
reunited by a high-profile
prizefight in a Las Vegas
casino... and an even higher-
profile murder. When Tyron Shaw
returns to his hometown of Las
Vegas after eleven years in the
Marines, he’s surprised to
discover that two of his best
friends from childhood are all
anyone is talking about:
Antoine Deco, three years out
of prison, hasn’t lost a boxing
match since his release, and
tonight is fighting in the
undercard to the fight of the
decade; and Keenan Quinn, a
police officer who killed an
unarmed teenager and escaped
punishment from the courts, is
the subject of a protest
tomorrow morning. Tyron has
trouble reconciling either
story with his memory of these
men, and the situation
escalates when he runs into the
love of his life, Naomi Wilks,
a retired WNBA player,
basketball coach, and estranged
wife of Keenan. As Tyron
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reconnects with his old
community, he will learn over
the next twenty-four hours that
much has changed since he left
Las Vegas... and there is much
more that he never understood.
The Reef, an aquarium-themed
casino and the hottest resort
on the Strip, is the backdrop
for this bullet-paced
narrative, where loyalty to
one’s friends, one’s family,
and one’s community are ever at
odds, and every choice has
deadly repercussions.
I Named My Dog Pushkin (And Other
Immigrant Tales) Farrar, Straus
and Giroux
An immigrant Russian family living
in Connecticut clash with each
other about tradition, search for
true love, and struggle to
integrate into the new culture.
A Language in Common Anchor
The “remarkable” story of the
grass-roots movement that freed
millions of Jews from the Soviet
Union (The Plain Dealer). At the
end of World War II, nearly three
million Jews were trapped inside
the USSR. They lived a

paradox—unwanted by a repressive
Stalinist state, yet forbidden to
leave. When They Come for Us,
We’ll Be Gone is the astonishing
and inspiring story of their
rescue. Journalist Gal Beckerman
draws on newly released Soviet
government documents as well as
hundreds of oral interviews with
refuseniks, activists, Zionist
“hooligans,” and Congressional
staffers. He shows not only how
the movement led to a mass exodus
in 1989, but also how it shaped
the American Jewish community,
giving it a renewed sense of
spiritual purpose and teaching it
to flex its political muscle.
Beckerman also makes a convincing
case that the effort put human
rights at the center of American
foreign policy for the very first
time, helping to end the Cold War.
This “wide-ranging and often
moving” book introduces us to all
the major players, from the
flamboyant Meir Kahane, head of
the paramilitary Jewish Defense
League, to Soviet refusenik Natan
Sharansky, who labored in a
Siberian prison camp for over a
decade, to Lynn Singer, the small,
fiery Long Island housewife who

went from organizing local rallies
to strong-arming Soviet diplomats
(The New Yorker). This “excellent”
multigenerational saga, filled
with suspense and packed with
revelations, provides an essential
missing piece of Cold War and
Jewish history (The Washington
Post).
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