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The God Virus Princeton
University Press
"...and then Noah loaded the
dinosaurs onto the ark."
Assertions like these seem
comical until you realize that
many Christian parents aren't
kidding when they teach them to
their children as facts. Every
day, impressionable young minds
are conditioned to blindly
accept wild biblical tales of
floating zoos, talking
shrubbery, 900-year-old humans,
the undead, curses, levitation,
demon/human hybrids and men who
obtain super-human strength
from the length of their hair.
Allegiance to these teachings
is expected, often demanded.
Curiosity is muted. Doubt is
frowned upon as a sin. And for
those who dare to raise a
dissenting hand, the threat of
Hell looms ominously. A former
religious radio host raised in
the cradle of Christianity,
Seth Andrews battled his own
doubts for many years. His
attempts to reconcile faith and
the facts led him to a
conclusion previously
unthinkable, and this once-true
believer ultimately became the
founder of one of the most
popular atheist communities on
the internet.

God and the Folly of Faith Penguin
"Like a selfish gene or a parasite, the
religion virus catches a free ride in the
minds of our species, infecting our
history and culture. What Guns, Germs
and Steel did for anthropology, this
book does for faith. It puts the pieces
together into a fascinating, coherent
model that makes sense! (Dan Barker,

President, Freedom From Religion
Foundation.) Craig A. James has
written an accessible book on evolution
and religion that manages to explain
memetics while being both funny and
touching. (Wes Unruh, author, The Art
of Memetics, editor of alteratic.com.)
Full of powerful, ground-breaking ideas,
packaged in a deceptively simple, easy-
reading style. James has created one of
those rare books where, every few
pages, I find myself thinking, "I need to
send a copy of this to so-and-so." This
is the most fun I've had reading non-
fiction in a long time. (Phil Steele,
Editor, Fragment and The Passion of
Ayn Rand's Critics)"--From
Amazon.com.
Christianity Made Me Talk Like an Idiot
Prometheus Books
Alister E. McGrath is one of the world’s leading
theologians, with a doctorate in the sciences.
Richard Dawkins is one of the bestselling popular
science writers, with outspoken and controversial
views on religion. This fascinating and provoking
work is the first book-length response to
Dawkins’ ideas, and offers an ideal introduction
to the topical issues of science and religion.
Addresses fundamental questions about Dawkins’
approach to science and religion: Is the gene
actually selfish? Is the blind watchmaker a suitable
analogy? Are there other ways of looking at things?
Tackles Dawkins’ hostile and controversial views
on religion, and examines the religious
implications of his scientific ideas, making for a
fascinating and provoking debate Written in a very
engaging and accessible style, ideal to those
approaching scientific and religious issues for the
first time Alister McGrath is uniquely qualified to
write this book. He is one of the world’s best
known and most respected theologians, with a
strong research background in molecular
biophysics A superb book by one of the world’s
leading theologians, which will attract wide interest
in the growing popular science market, similar to
Susan Blackmore’s The Meme Machine (1999).
Dawkins' GOD AMACOM Div
American Mgmt Assn
Why does God feel so far away? The
reason--and the solution--is in your
attachment style. We all experience
moments when God's love and
presence are tangible. But we also
experience feeling utterly abandoned
by God. Why? The answer is found
when you take a deep look at the

other important relationships in your
life and understand your attachment
style. Through his years working in
trauma recovery programs, extensive
research into attachment science, and
personal experiences with spiritual
striving and abuse, licensed therapist
Krispin Mayfield has learned to
answer the question: Why do I feel so
far from God? When you understand
your attachment style you gain a
whole new paradigm for a secure and
loving relationship with God. You'll
gain insights about: How you relate to
others--both your strengths and
weaknesses The practical exercises
you can use to grow a secure spiritual
attachment to God How to move
forward on the spirituality spectrum
and experience the Divine connection
we all were created for You'll learn to
identify and remove mixed messages
about closeness with God that you may
have heard in church or from well-
meaning Christians. With freedom from
the past, you can then chart a new
path toward intimate connection with
the God of the universe.
Dancing in God's Earthquake National
Academies Press
Based on original reporting from West Africa and
the United States, and the poet 's experiences as a
doctor and journalist, If God Is A Virus charts the
course of the largest and deadliest Ebola epidemic
in history, telling the stories of Ebola survivors,
outbreak responders, journalists and the virus
itself. Documentary poems explore which human
lives are valued, how editorial decisions are
weighed, what role the aid industrial complex
plays in crises, and how medical myths and rumor
can travel faster than microbes. These poems also
give voice to the virus. Eight percent of the human
genome is inherited from viruses and the human
placenta would not exist without a gene descended
from a virus. If God Is A Virus reimagines viruses
as givers of life and even authors of a viral-human
self-help book.

Alpha God Orbis Books
Why bother with the interpretive categories
of biblical faith when in fact our energy and
interest are focused on more immediate
matters? The answer is simple and obvious.
We linger because, in the midst of our
immediate preoccupation with our felt
jeopardy and our hope for relief, our
imagination does indeed range beyond the
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immediate to larger, deeper wonderments.
Our free-ranging imagination is not finally
or fully contained in the immediacy of our
stress, anxiety, and jeopardy. Beyond these
demanding immediacies, we have a deep
sense that our life is not fully contained in
the cause-and-effect reasoning of the
Enlightenment that seeks to explain and
control. There is more than that and other
than that to our life in God’s world!
Why We Believe in God(s) Indiana
University Press
Europe's "Black Death" contributed to the rise
of nation states, mercantile economies, and
even the Reformation. Will the AIDS epidemic
have similar dramatic effects on the social and
political landscape of the twenty-first century?
This readable volume looks at the impact of
AIDS since its emergence and suggests its
effects in the next decade, when a million or
more Americans will likely die of the disease.
The Social Impact of AIDS in the United
States addresses some of the most sensitive
and controversial issues in the public debate
over AIDS. This landmark book explores how
AIDS has affected fundamental policies and
practices in our major institutions, examining:
How America's major religious organizations
have dealt with sometimes conflicting values:
the imperative of care for the sick versus
traditional views of homosexuality and drug
use. Hotly debated public health measures,
such as HIV antibody testing and screening,
tracing of sexual contacts, and quarantine. The
potential risk of HIV infection to and from
health care workers. How AIDS activists have
brought about major change in the way new
drugs are brought to the marketplace. The
impact of AIDS on community-based
organizations, from volunteers caring for
individuals to the highly political ACT-UP
organization. Coping with HIV infection in
prisons. Two case studies shed light on HIV
and the family relationship. One reports on
some efforts to gain legal recognition for
nonmarital relationships, and the other
examines foster care programs for newborns
with the HIV virus. A case study of New York
City details how selected institutions interact
to give what may be a picture of AIDS in the
future. This clear and comprehensive
presentation will be of interest to anyone
concerned about AIDS and its impact on the
country: health professionals, sociologists,
psychologists, advocates for at-risk
populations, and interested individuals.
Bad Faith Ipc Press
The New York Times bestseller – a
“crystal-clear, constantly engaging” (Jared
Diamond) exploration of the role that
religious belief plays in our lives and our
interactions For all the thousands of books
that have been written about religion, few
until this one have attempted to examine it
scientifically: to ask why—and how—it has

shaped so many lives so strongly. Is religion
a product of blind evolutionary instinct or
rational choice? Is it truly the best way to
live a moral life? Ranging through biology,
history, and psychology, Daniel C. Dennett
charts religion’s evolution from “wild” folk
belief to “domesticated” dogma. Not an
antireligious screed but an unblinking look
beneath the veil of orthodoxy, Breaking the
Spell will be read and debated by believers
and skeptics alike.
The Weakness of God Princeton University Press
Raising Freethinkers offers solutions to the unique
challenges secular parents face and provides
specific answers to common questions, as well as
over 100 activities for both parents and their
children. Covers every important topic
nonreligious parents need to know to help their
children with their own moral and intellectual
development.
The Religion Virus Ips - Profile Books
On a cold February morning in 1987, amidst
freezing rain and driving winds, a group of
protesters stood outside of the Unitarian
Universalist Church in Amherst,
Massachusetts. The target of their protest was
the minister inside, who was handing out
condoms to his congregation while delivering
a sermon about AIDS, dramatizing the need
for the church to confront the seemingly ever-
expanding crisis. The minister's words and
actions were met with a standing ovation from
the overflowing audience, but he could not
linger to enjoy their applause. Having received
threats in advance of the service, he dashed out
of the sanctuary immediately upon finishing
his sermon. Such was the climate for religious
AIDS activism in the 1980s. In After the
Wrath of God, Anthony Petro vividly narrates
the religious history of AIDS in America.
Delving into the culture wars over sex,
morality, and the future of the American
nation, he demonstrates how religious leaders
and AIDS activists have shaped debates over
sexual morality and public health from the
1980s to the present day. While most attention
to religion and AIDS foregrounds the role of
the Religious Right, Petro takes a much
broader view, encompassing the range of
mainline Protestant, evangelical, and Catholic
groups--alongside AIDS activist
organizations--that shaped public discussions
of AIDS prevention and care in the U.S. Petro
analyzes how the AIDS crisis prompted
American Christians across denominations and
political persuasions to speak publicly about
sexuality--especially homosexuality--and to
foster a moral discourse on sex that spoke not
only to personal concerns but to anxieties
about the health of the nation. He reveals how
the epidemic increased efforts to advance a
moral agenda regarding the health benefits of
abstinence and monogamy, a legacy glimpsed
as much in the traction gained by abstinence
education campaigns as in the more recent
cultural purchase of gay marriage. The first
book to detail the history of religion and the

AIDS epidemic in the U.S., After the Wrath of
God is essential reading for anyone concerned
with the intersection of religion and public
health.
Leaving the Fold Wipf and Stock Publishers
From The Gallup Organization-the most
respected source on the subject-comes a
fascinating look at the importance of
measuring public opinion in modern society.
For years, public-opinion polls have been a
valuable tool for gauging the positions of
American citizens on a wide variety of topics.
Polling applies scientific principles to
understanding and anticipating the insights,
emotions, and attitudes of society. Now in
POLLING MATTERS: Why Leaders Must
Listen to the Wisdom of the People, The
Gallup Organization reveals: What polls really
are and how they are conducted Why the
information polls provide is so vitally
important to modern society today How this
valuable information can be used more
effectively and more...
A Manual for Creating Atheists Canongate Books
In this groundbreaking volume, J. Anderson
Thomson, Jr., MD, with Clare Aukofer, offers a
succinct yet comprehensive study of how and why
the human mind generates religious belief. Dr.
Thomson, a highly respected practicing
psychiatrist with credentials in forensic psychiatry
and evolutionary psychology, methodically
investigates the components and causes of
religious belief in the same way any scientist
would investigate the movement of astronomical
bodies or the evolution of life over time—that is, as
a purely natural phenomenon. Providing
compelling evidence from psychology, the
cognitive neurosciences, and related fields, he,
with Ms. Aukofer, presents an easily accessible
and exceptionally convincing case that god(s) were
created by man—not vice versa. With this slim
volume, Dr. Thomson establishes himself as a
must-read thinker and leading voice on the
primacy of reason and science over superstition
and religion.

The Illusion of God's Presence
Createspace Independent Publishing
Platform
THE 30th ANNIVERSARY EDITION
WITH NEW, NEVER-BEFORE-
PUBLISHED MATERIAL After the
Internet, what came next? Enter the
Metaverse - cyberspace home to avatars
and software daemons, where anything and
just about everything goes. Newly available
on the Street - the Metaverse's main drag -
is Snow Crash. A cyberdrug that reduces
avatars in the digital world to dust, but also
infects users in real life, leaving them in a
vegetative state. This is bad news for Hiro,
a freelance hacker and the Metaverse's best
swordfighter, and mouthy skateboard
courier Y. T.. Together, investigating the
Infocalypse, they trace back the roots of
language itself to an ancient Sumerian
priesthood and find they must race to stop a
shadowy virtual villain hell-bent on world
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domination. In this special edition of the
remarkably prescient modern classic, Neal
Stephenson explores linguistics, computer
science, politics and philosophy in the form
of a break-neck adventure into the fast-
approaching yet eerily recognizable future.
'Fast-forward free-style mall mythology for
the twenty-first century' William Gibson
'Brilliantly realized' New York Times Book
Review 'Like a Pynchon novel with the
brakes removed' Washington Post 'A
remarkably prescient vision of today's tech
landscape' Vanity Fair
Bad News Religion CreateSpace
Why are all the major religions consumed with
sex? What makes sex so important, whether
Buddhism or Islam, Christianity or Mormonism?
What is the impact of religion on human sexuality?
This book explores this and more. It ventures into
territory that has never been examined. You will
be surprised at how much religion has influenced
your sexuality, who you marry, the pleasure you
get or don't get from sex, and what you can do
about it.

Attached to God Zondervan
Looking at both historical and
contemporary contexts, the author argues
that religion has played a major role in
suppressing scientific pursuit.
Breaking the Spell Grand Central Publishing
***2015 National Jewish Book Award
Winner*** In this powerful and timely book,
one of the most admired and authoritative
religious leaders of our time tackles the
phenomenon of religious extremism and
violence committed in the name of God. If
religion is perceived as being part of the
problem, Rabbi Sacks argues, then it must also
form part of the solution. When religion
becomes a zero-sum conceit—that is, my
religion is the only right path to God, therefore
your religion is by definition wrong—and
individuals are motivated by what Rabbi Sacks
calls “altruistic evil,” violence between
peoples of different beliefs appears to be the
only natural outcome. But through an
exploration of the roots of violence and its
relationship to religion, and employing
groundbreaking biblical analysis and
interpretation, Rabbi Sacks shows that
religiously inspired violence has as its source
misreadings of biblical texts at the heart of all
three Abrahamic faiths. By looking anew at the
book of Genesis, with its foundational stories
of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, Rabbi
Sacks offers a radical rereading of many of the
Bible’s seminal stories of sibling rivalry: Cain
and Abel, Isaac and Ishmael, Jacob and Esau,
Joseph and his brothers, Rachel and Leah.
“Abraham himself,” writes Rabbi Sacks,
“sought to be a blessing to others regardless of
their faith. That idea, ignored for many of the
intervening centuries, remains the simplest
definition of Abrahamic faith. It is not our task
to conquer or convert the world or enforce
uniformity of belief. It is our task to be a

blessing to the world. The use of religion for
political ends is not righteousness but idolatry .
. . To invoke God to justify violence against the
innocent is not an act of sanctity but of
sacrilege.” Here is an eloquent call for people
of goodwill from all faiths and none to stand
together, confront the religious extremism that
threatens to destroy us, and declare: Not in
God’s Name.
Revelation Penguin UK
From any non-Christian point of view, the gospel
does not make sense. Grace doesn't make sense.
Grace doesn't add up. Why would Jesus come to
be one of us, to pay a debt He did not owe, because
we owed a debt we could not pay? Why would He
do that? Free? No strings? What was in it for Him?
Since the church first began, Christians have had
trouble accepting God's grace. We have substituted
holiness, discipleship, order, regulation, and a long
list of things to avoid in place of God's free gift.
The result is a "Bad News Religion" that drains the
joy and life out of believers. Bad News Religion is
a convicting, liberating exploration of how we, in
the name of religion, have shifted the focus from
the work of God to our ability to become worthy
of salvation. The result is bondage and defeat. The
key to success in the Christian life is not what we
do, but who we know. Knowing God and knowing
the fullness of His grace is a liberating experience.
Most of us don't realize how we have robbed
ourselves of experiencing the richness of God's
grace.

Raising Freethinkers NYU Press
Infected by a DNA-altering virus, Derek
and Alessandra develop strange and
unnerving superpowers that challenge
everything they thought they knew about
the world. As they fall in love, they battle
ruthless criminal mobs bent on harvesting
the virus from their brains and intelligence
agencies that try to enslave them.
Not in God's Name Oxford University Press
Religion & beliefs.

The Idea of the Holy The Good Book
Company
How belief in a loving and sovereign God
helps us to make sense of and cope with the
coronavirus outbreak. We are living
through a unique, era-defining period.
Many of our old certainties have gone,
whatever our view of the world and
whatever our beliefs. The coronavirus
pandemic and its effects are perplexing and
unsettling for all of us. How do we begin to
think it through and cope with it? In this
short yet profound book, Oxford
mathematics professor John Lennox
examines the coronavirus in light of various
belief systems and shows how the Christian
worldview not only helps us to make sense
of it, but also offers us a sure and certain
hope to cling to.
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