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observed that it falls into two parts which are narrative and the masterly art in the grouping of
heterogeneous in the method of treatment. The  events, suffers from a radical defect which renders
first part, a little more than five-eighths of the it a misleading guide. The author designates the

work, supplies a very full history of 460 years story of the later empire at Constantinople (after
(A.D. 180— 641); the second and smaller part is a Heraclius) as* a uniform tale of weakness and
summary history of about 800 years (A.D. misery,” ajudgment which is entirely false; and
641— 1453) in which certain episodes are selected in accordance with this doctrine, he makes the
for fuller treatment and so made prominent. To  empire, which is his proper subject, merely a

_ _ the first part unstinted praise must be accorded,; it string for connecting great movements which
The History ‘_3f the Decline and Fall of the may be said that, with the materials at the affected it, such as the Saracen conquests, the
Roman Empire, Volume 6 U 01 [J author’ s disposition, it hardly admitted of Crusades, the Mongol invasions, the Turkish

In judging the "The History of the Declineand  jmnrovement, except in trifling details. But the  conquests. He failed to bring out the momentous
Fall of the Roman Empire* it should carefully be - soc0nd, notwithstanding the brilliancy of the fact that up to the 12th century the empire was
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the bulwark of Europe against the East, nor did he the Roman Empire Volume 8

appreciate its importance in preserving the
heritage of Greek civilization. He compressed
into a single chapter the domestic history and
policy of the emperors from the son of Heraclius
to Isaac Angelus; and did no justice to the
remarkable ability and the indefatigable industry
shown in the service of the state by most of the
sovereigns from Leo Il1. to Basil Il. He did not
penetrate into the deeper causes underlying the
revolutions and palace intrigues. His eye rested
only on superficial characteristics which have
served to associate the name “ Byzantine” with
treachery, cruelty, bigotry and decadence. It was
reserved for Finlay to depict, with greater

Createspace Independent Publishing
Platform

Edited, abridged, and with a critical
Foreword by Hans-Friedrich Mueller
Introduction by Daniel J. Boorstin
Illustrations by Giovanni Battista
Piranesi Edward Gibbon’ s
masterpiece, which narrates the
history of the Roman Empire from the
second century A.D. to its collapse in
the west in the fifth century and in the
east in the fifteenth century, is widely
considered the greatest work of
history ever written. This abridgment

knowledge and a juster perception, the lightsand retains the full scope of the original,

shades of Byzantine history. Thus the later part of put in a breadth comparable to a
the Decline and Fall, while the narrative of certain novel. Casual readers now have

episodes will always be read with profit, does not
convey a true idea of the history of the empire or

access to the full sweep of Gibbon’ s
narrative, while instructors and

of its significance in the history of Europe. It must students have a volume that can be

be added that the pages on the Slavonic peoples
and their relations to the empire are
conspicuously insufficient; but it must be taken
into account that it was not till many years after
Gibbon’ s death that Slavonic history began to
receive due attention, in consequence of the rise
of competent scholars among the Slavs
themselves. This is volume one out of twelve.

The History of the Decline and Fall of
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read in a single term. This unique
edition emphasizes elements ignored
in all other abridgments—in particular
the role of religion in the empire and
the rise of Islam.

The History of The Decline and Fall Of

The Roman Empire Volume 1V By
Edward Gibbon Strelbytskyy Multimedia

Publishing

In judging the "The History of the Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire" it should
carefully be observed that it falls into two
parts which are heterogeneous in the
method of treatment. The first part, a little
more than five-eighths of the work, supplies
a very full history of 460 years (A.D.

180— 641); the second and smaller part is a
summary history of about 800 years (A.D.
641— 1453) in which certain episodes are
selected for fuller treatment and so made
prominent. To the first part unstinted praise
must be accorded; it may be said that, with
the materials at the author’ s disposition, it
hardly admitted of improvement, except in
trifling details. But the second,
notwithstanding the brilliancy of the
narrative and the masterly art in the
grouping of events, suffers from a radical
defect which renders it a misleading guide.
The author designates the story of the later
empire at Constantinople (after Heraclius)
as“ a uniform tale of weakness and
misery,” a judgment which is entirely false;
and in accordance with this doctrine, he
makes the empire, which is his proper
subject, merely a string for connecting great
movements which affected it, such as the
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Saracen conquests, the Crusades, the
Mongol invasions, the Turkish conquests.
He failed to bring out the momentous fact
that up to the 12th century the empire was

be added that the pages on the Slavonic

and Fall of the Roman Enpire.

peoples and their relations to the empire are | | | ustrated Si non and

conspicuously insufficient; but it must be
taken into account that it was not till many

the bulwark of Europe against the East, nor years after Gibbon’ s death that Slavonic

did he appreciate its importance in

history began to receive due attention, in

preserving the heritage of Greek civilization. consequence of the rise of competent

He compressed into a single chapter the

scholars among the Slavs themselves. This is

domestic history and policy of the emperors volume five out of twelve.

from the son of Heraclius to Isaac Angelus;

Everyman's Library

and did no justice to the remarkable ability 100 Best Non Fiction Books has its
and the indefatigable industry shown in the origins in the recent 2 year-long
service of the state by most of the sovereigns Observer serial which every week

from Leo I1l. to Basil Il. He did not

featured a work of non fiction). It is also

penetrate into the deeper causes underlying a companion volume to McCrum's very
the revolutions and palace intrigues. His eye successful 100 Best Novels published

rested only on superficial characteristics
which have served to associate the name

“ Byzantine” with treachery, cruelty,
bigotry and decadence. It was reserved for
Finlay to depict, with greater knowledge
and a juster perception, the lights and
shades of Byzantine history. Thus the later
part of the Decline and Fall, while the
narrative of certain episodes will always be

by Galileo in 2015. The list of books
starts in 1611 with the King James
Bible and ends in 2014 with Elizabeth
Kolbert's The Sixth Extinction. And in
between, on this extraordinary voyage
through the written treasures of our
culture we meet Pepys' Diaries,
Charles Darwin's The Origin of
Species, Stephen Hawking's A Brief

read with profit, does not convey a true idea History of Time and a whole host of

of the history of the empire or of its

additional works.

significance in the history of Europe. It must The Hi story of the Decline
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Schust er

The Hi story of the Decline
and Fall of the Roman

Enpi reThe Hi story of the
Decline and Fall of the Ronman
Enpi r ePengui n UK
The Decline and Fal
Roman Enpire,
Pengui n UK
The Hi story of the Decline
and Fall of the Roman Enpire
Is a six-volunme work by the
Engl i sh historian Edward

G bbon. It traces Western
civilization (as well as the
| sl am ¢ and Mbngol i an
conquests) fromthe height of
the Roman Enpire to the fall
of Byzantium Volune | was
published in 1776 and went

t hrough si x printings.

of the
Volunes 1 to 6

Volunes Il and Il were
published in 1781; vol unes
1V, V, and VI in 1788-1789.

The original volunes were
published in quarto sections,
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a common publishing practice
of the time. The work covers
the history, from98 to 1590,
of the Roman Enpire, the
history of early Christianity
and then of the Roman State
Church, and the history of
Eur ope, and di scusses the
decline of the Roman Enpire

i n the East and West. Because
of its heavy use of primry
sources, unusual at the tine,
I ts nmet hodol ogy becane a
nodel for l|ater historians.
This led to G bbon's bei ng
called the first "nodern

hi storian of ancient Rone."
H s work remai ns a great
literary achi evenent and a
very readable introduction to
t he period, but considerable
progress has since been nmade
I n history and archaeol ogy,
and his interpretations no

| onger represent current
academ ¢ know edge or

t hought .

The History of the Decline and

Page 4/13

Fall of the Roman Enpire. By
Edward G bbon, Esq; Vol une the
First (-the Twelfth) The

Hi story of the Decline and Fall
of the Roman EnpireThe History
of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Enpire

The History of the Decline &
Fall of the Roman Enpire was
witten by English historian
Edward G bbon & originally
published in six quarto

vol umes. Vol une 1 was published
in 1776, going thru six
printings; 2-3 in 1781; 4-6 in
1788-89. It was a nmjor
literary achi evenent of the
18th century, adopted as a
nodel for the nethodol ogi es of
hi storians. The books cover the
Roman Enpire after Marcus
Aurelius, from 180 to 1590.
They take as their material the
behavi or & decisions that |ed
to the eventual fall of the
Enpire in East & West, offering
expl anations. G bbon is called
the 1st nodern historian of
anci ent Ronme. By virtue of
nostly objective approach &

its

accur ate use of

reference
material, his work was adopted
as a nodel for the

met hodol ogi es of 19-20th
century historians. H's
pessi m sm & detached irony was

common to the historical genre
of his era. Although he
publ i shed ot her books, G bbon

devoted nmuch of his life
(1772-89) to this one work. Hi' s
Menoirs of My Life & Witings
is devoted largely to his
refl ections on how the book
virtually becane his life.
conpared the publication of
each succeeding volune to a
newborn. G bbon offers an
expl anation for why the Roman
Enmpire fell, a task difficult
because of few conprehensive
witten sources, tho he wasn't
the only historian to tackle
the subject. Mdst of his ideas
are taken from what few

rel evant records were
avai | abl e: those of Roman
noralists of the 4-5th
centuries. According to G bbon,
t he Enpire succunbed to

He
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bar bari an i nvasi ons because of
| ost of civic virtue. They'd
beconme weak, outsourcing

def ence to barbarian
nmercenari es, who becane so
nunmer ous & ingrained that they
t ook over. Ronmans had becone
effem nate, incapable of tough
mlitary lifestyles. In

addition, Christianity created
belief that a better life
exi sted after death, fostering

i ndi fference to the present,
sapping patriotism Its
conparative pacifismtended to
hanper martial spirit. Lastly,
| i ke other Enlightennent

t hi nkers, he held in contenpt
the Mddle Ages as a priest-

ri dden, superstitious, dark
age. It wasn't until his age of
reason that history could

pr ogr ess.

The History of the Decline
and Fall of the Roman Enpire
Cr eat espace | ndependent
Publ i shing Pl atform

The History of the Decline
and Fall of the Roman Enpire
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Is Edward G bbon's nmagnum
opus, witten and published
over a 13-year period

begi nning in 1776. It not
only chronicles the events of
the downfall starting wth
the end of the rule of Marcus
Aur el ius, but proposes a
theory as to why Rone

col | apsed: the popul ace,

G bbon theorizes, lost its
noral fortitude, its
mlitaristic will, and its

sense of civic duty. History
is considered a classic in
world literature, and G bbon
Is sometines called the first
"nmodern historian” for his

I nsi stence upon using primry
sources for his research.
Many schol ars today still
his highly regarded work as
reference. In this second of
seven vol unes, readers w ||
find Chapter 15 ("The
Progress of the Christian

Rel i gi on") through Chapter 24

("The Retreat and Deat h of

use

Julian"), which cover G bbon's
controversial history of
Christianity in the Roman
Enpire; the rule of Nero;
construction of
Constanti nopl e; the

or gani zati on of the Roman
governnent; the rule of
Constantine; wars with
Persia; the rules of Gallus
and Julian; the Schism of the
Donati sts; the council of

Ni ce; and the Arian heresy.
English parlianentarian and
hi st ori an EDWARD G BBON
(1737-1794) attended Magdel an
Col | ege, Oxford for 14 nonths
before his father sent himto
Lausanne, Switzerland, where
he continued his educati on.
He published Essai sur |'tude
de la Littrature (1761) and
ot her aut obi ographi cal works,
I ncl uding Moire Justificatif
pour servir de Rponse

| ' Expos, etc. de la Cour de

France (1779).
The Hi story of the Decline and

t he
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Fall of the Roman Enpire.
G bbon, Esq; Volunme the First
(-the Twel fth) Cosino, Inc.
The Hi story of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Enpire Vol.
12 is one volune of a larger
series crafted by the fanous
hi storian Edward G bbon. In this
vol ume, G bbon continues his

expl oration of the Roman Enpire,
and re-establishes the inportance
of this civilization in terns of
world history. G bbon's career in
history is culmnated in these
vol unes, and hi s expansive
expertise in this area of history
makes these books an inval uabl e
resource for any student and
schol ar of history. G bbon's
ultimate goal is to determ ne the
specific factors behind the
col | apse of the Roman Enpire,
to illumnate those clues

t hroughout the text. His main
argunent rests on the inportance
of the Catholic Church in both
Roman history and in the nyriad of
ways Christianity affected the
Roman Enpire. To G bbon, a

conbi ned effort between barbarian
i nvasi ons and the new religious
beli ef system (based on a better

4 of

and

life after this one rather than on inportant historical
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By Edwardt he wath of vengeful

Ronmans to allow their civilization
to die through war and apat hy.

According to G bbon, by bow ng to
outside forces, and by rejecting
the traditional martial spirit of

Roman |ife for a nore religious
lifestyle, Romans stood idly by as
out siders decimated their
civilization. The Hi story of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman
Enpire Vol. 4 of 12 is a conpl ex
and conpl ete eval uation of the
Roman Enpire by Edward G bbon

Bef ore begi nning work on the text,
G bbon knew what evi dence for the
fall of the Enpire he wanted to
illum nate and he does so artfully
t hroughout the text. By the end of
the volune it's clear what his
argunent is and that the rest of
the series will continue to
pronote G bbons thoughts on the
Enpire. The books still stand out
as wonderful references for
individuals interested in Roman

hi story and worl d powers. About

t he Publisher Forgotten Books
publ i shes hundreds of thousands of
rare and cl assi c books. Find nore
at www. f or gott enbooks. com Thi s
book is a reproduction of an

wor K.

gods) caused Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-

art technology to digitally
reconstruct the work, preserving
the original format whil st

repairing inperfections present in
the aged copy. In rare cases, an
i mperfection in the original, such
as a blem sh or m ssing page, my
be replicated in our edition. W

do, however, repair the vast
majority of inperfections
successful ly; any inperfections
that remain are intentionally |eft
to preserve the state of such

hi stori cal works.

THE HI STORY OF THE DECLI NE
AND FALL OF THE ROVAN EMPI RE
(Al 6 Volunes) BEYOND BOOKS
HUB

This carefully crafted ebook:
"THE H STORY OF THE DECLI NE
AND FALL OF THE ROVAN EMPI RE
(All 6 Volunes)" is formatted
for your eReader with a
functional and detail ed table
of contents. The Hi story of
the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Enpire is a book of

hi story which traces the
trajectory of Western
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civilization (as well as the

| sl ami ¢ and Mbngol i an
conquests) fromthe height of
the Roman Enpire to the fall
of Byzantium The work covers
the history of the Roman

Enpi re, Europe, and the
Catholic Church from98 to
1590 and di scusses the
decline of the Roman Enpire
in the East and West: |. The
first period nmay be traced
fromthe age of Trajan and

t he Antoni nes, when the Roman
nonarchy, having attained its
full strength and maturity,
began to verge towards its
decline; and will extend to

t he subversion of the Western
Enpire, by the barbarians of
Germany and Scythia, the rude
ancestors of the nost
pol i shed nations of nodern
Europe. This extraordinary
revol uti on, which subjected
Rone to the power of a Gothic
conqueror, was conpl et ed
about the beginning of the
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sixth century. II.
peri od conmences with the

reign of Justinian, who, by
his |laws, as well as by his
victories, restored a

transi ent splendor to the
Eastern Enpire. It wll
conprehend the invasion of
Italy by the Lonbards; the
conquest of the Asiatic and
African provinces by the
Arabs, who enbraced the
religion of Mahonet; the
revolt of the Roman peopl e
agai nst the feeble princes of
Constanti nople; and the

el evati on of Charl emagne,
who, in the year eight
hundred, established the
second, or German Enpire of
the West |11. The last and

| ongest period includes about
six centuries and a half;
fromthe revival of the
Western Enpire, till the

t aki ng of Constantinopl e by
the Turks, and the extinction
of a degenerate race of

The second princes.

Edward G bbon
(1737-1794) was an English

hi stori an and Menber of

Parl i ament.

The History of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Enpire Mdern
Li brary

Rare edition wth unique
illustrations and el egant
classic cream paper. In this
third of volune, readers wll

di scover the rules of Jovian,
Val entini an, Val ens, G atian,
Theodosi us, Arcadi us, Honori us,
Eutropius, and Valentinian |11;
wars in Germany, Britain,
Africa, and Persia; the Gothic
War in 376; the conversion of
Rone; the revolt of the Goths;

t he numerous sacki ngs of Rone
by the Goths and Charles V;
revol utions in Gaul and Spain;
the life of Saint John
Chrysostom the life of Enpress
Eudoci a; the progress of the
Vandal s in Africa; and the

I nvasi on of the Roman Enpire by
Attila the Hun. Edward G bbon's
Decline and Fall of the Ronan
Enpire conpresses thirteen
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turbul ent centuries into an epic Europe,

narrative shot through with

i nsight, irony and incisive
character analysis. Sceptica
about Christianity, synpathetic

to the barbarian invaders and

t he Byzantine Enpire,
constantly aware of how
political |eaders often achieve
t he exact opposite of what they
I ntend. | ncludes uni que

i1 lustrations.

The History of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Enpire Vol une

3 Oxford University Press

The History of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Enpire
(sonetimes shortened to Decline
and Fall of the Roman Enpire)
is a book of history witten by
the English historian Edward

G bbon, which traces the
trajectory of Western
civilization (as well
I sl am ¢ and Mongol i an
conquests) fromthe height of
the Roman Enpire to the fall of
Byzantium |1t was published in
si x volumes and covers the

hi story of the Roman Enpire,

as the
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from98 to 1590 as well as

di scussing the decline of the
Roman Enpire in the East and
V\ést .

The History of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Enpire. By
Edward G bbon, Esq; Vol une the
First (-the Twelfth) Palala Press
G bbon offers an expl anation for
why the Roman Enpire fell, a task
made difficult by a | ack of
conprehensive witten sources,

t hough he was not the only

hi storian to tackle the subject.
Most of his ideas are directly
taken from what few rel evant
records were avail abl e: those of
the Roman noralists of the 4th and
5th centuries.

The Hi story of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Enpire: Chap.
XLI V- XLVI | BEYOND BOCKS HUB
“The History of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Enpire”
traces Western civilization (as
well as the Islamc and
Mongol i an conquests) fromthe
hei ght of the Roman Enpire to
the fall of Byzantiumin the
fifteenth century. The six

and the Catholic Church volunes cover the history,

from
98 to 1590, of the Roman
Enpire, the history of early
Christianity and then of the
Roman State Church, and the

hi story of Europe, and

di scusses the decline of the
Roman Enpire anong ot her
t hi ngs. G bbon offers an
expl anation for the fall
Roman Enpire, a task made
difficult by a | ack of
conprehensi ve written sources,
t hough he was not the only
historian to attenpt it.
According to G bbon, the Roman
Enpire succunbed to barbarian

I nvasions in large part due to
the gradual loss of civic
virtue anong its citizens. He
began an ongoi ng controversy
about the role of Christianity,
but he gave great weight to

ot her causes of interna
decline and to attacks from
out si de the Enpire.

The H story OF The Decline
And Fall O The Roman Enpire
Wentworth Press

Edward G bbon’s cl assic

of the
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ti nel ess work of ancient Romanto the eventua

history in 6 vol unes
collected into 2 box sets, in
beauti ful, enduring hardcover
editions wth el egant cloth
sewn bi ndi ngs, gol d stanped
covers, and silk ribbon

mar ker s.

The History of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Enpire. By
Edward G bbon,... A New Edition
Si non and Schust er

The History of the Decline &
Fall of the Roman Enpire was
witten by English historian
Edward G bbon & originally
published in six quarto

vol unes. Vol une 1 was published
in 1776, going thru six
printings; 2-3 in 1781; 4-6 in
1788-89. It was a nmj or
literary achi evenent of the
18th century, adopted as a
nodel for the nethodol ogi es of

hi stori ans. The books cover the
Roman Enpire after Marcus
Aurelius, from 180 to 1590.
They take as their material the
behavi or & decisions that |ed

Page 9/13

fall of the
Enpire in East & West, offering
expl anations. G bbon is called
the 1st nodern historian of
anci ent Ronme. By virtue of
nostly objective approach &

its

accurate use of reference
material, his work was adopted
as a nodel for the

nmet hodol ogi es of 19-20th
century historians. Hs
pessi msm & detached irony was

comon to the historical genre
of his era. Al though he
publ i shed ot her books, G bbon

devoted much of his life
(1772-89) to this one work. Hi s
Menoirs of My Life & Witings
I's devoted largely to his
reflections on how the book
virtually becanme his life.
conpared the publication of
each succeeding volune to a
newborn. G bbon offers an
expl anation for why the Roman
Enpire fell, a task difficult
because of few conprehensive
witten sources, tho he wasn't
the only historian to tackle
the subject. Mdst of his ideas

He

are taken fromwhat few rel evant

records were avail abl e: those
of Roman noralists of the 4-5th
centuries. According to G bbon,
the Enpire succunbed to

bar bari an i nvasi ons because of
| ost of civic virtue. They'd
becone weak, outsourcing

def ence to barbari an
nercenari es, who becane so
numerous & ingrained that they
t ook over. Romans had becone
effem nate, incapable of tough
mlitary lifestyles. In

addition, Christianity created
belief that a better life
exi sted after death, fostering

i ndifference to the present,
sapping patriotism Its
conparative pacifismtended to
hanper martial spirit. Lastly,
| i ke other Enlightennent

t hi nkers, he held in contenpt
the Mddle Ages as a priest-

ri dden, superstitious, dark
age. It wasn't until his age of
reason that history could

pr ogr ess.

The Eternal Decline and Fal
of Rome Forgotten Books
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The great work of G bbon is

I ndi spensable to the student
of history. The literature of
Eur ope offers no substitute
for "The Decline and Fall of
the Roman Enpire."” It has
obt ai ned undi sput ed
possession, as rightful

occupant, of the vast period
which it conprehends. However
sone subjects, which it

enbraces, may have under gone
nore conpl ete investigation,
on the general view of the

whol e period, this history is
the sol e undi sputed authority
to which all defer, and from
whi ch few appeal to the
original witers, or to nore
nodern conpilers. The

I nherent interest of the

subj ect, the inexhaustible

| abor enpl oyed upon it; the

| mrense condensati on of
matter; the | um nous
arrangenent; the general
accuracy; the style, which,
however nonotonous fromits
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uni form stateliness, and
sonmeti mes wearisone fromits
el aborate art., is throughout
vi gorous, ani mated, often

pi cturesque al ways conmands
attention, always conveys its
meani ng w th enphatic energy,
descri bes with singular
breadth and fidelity, and
generalizes with unrivalled
felicity of expression; al

t hese high qualifications
have secured, and seemlikely
to secure, its permanent
place in historic literature.
Thi s vast design of G bbon,
the magni ficent whole into
whi ch he has cast the decay
and ruin of the ancient
civilization, the formation
and birth of the new order
things, wll of itself,

I ndependent of the | aborious
execution of his i mense

pl an, render "The Decline and
Fall of the Roman Enpire" an
unappr oachabl e subject to the
future historian:* in the

of

el oquent | anguage of his
recent French editor, M
Qui zot : —" The gradual decline

of the nost extraordinary
dom ni on whi ch has ever

I nvaded and oppressed the
worl d; the fall of that

I nmense enpire, erected on
the ruins of so nany

ki ngdons, republics, and
states both barbarous and

civilized; and formng inits
turn, by its disnenbernent, a
mul titude of states,
republics, and kingdons; the

anni hilation of the religion
of Greece and Rone; the birth
and the progress of the two
new religions which have
shared the nost beauti ful
regions of the earth; the
decrepi tude of the ancient
worl d, the spectacle of its
expiring glory and degenerate
manners; the infancy of the
nmodern worl d, the picture of
its first progress, of the
new direction given to the
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m nd and character of nan—suchVol unes 11

a subject nust necessarily
fix the attention and excite
the interest of nmen, who
cannot behold with

i ndi fference those nenorabl e
epochs, during which, in the
fine | anguage of Corneille—
The Hi story of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Enpire. By
Edward G bbon, Esq; Vol une the
First (-the Twelfth) Jazzybee
Ver | ag

This edition also includes an
illustrated history of BOTH t he

RI SE AND FALL of the Roman Enpire
fromits very begi nning. H STORY
OF THE DECLI NE AND FALL OF THE
ROVAN EMPI RE COWLETE VOLUMES 1 -
6 (sonetimes shortened to "Decline
and Fall of the Roman Enpire") is
a book of history witten by the
Engl i sh historian Edward G bbon,
which traces the trajectory of the
Roman Enpi re—and Western
civilization as a whol e—fromthe
late first century AD to the fal

of the Eastern or Byzantine
Enpire. Published in six vol unes,
volunme | was published in 1776 and
went through six printings.
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and 11l were published
in 1781; volunes IV, V, VI in
1788-89. The original volunes were

published in quarto sections, a
comon publishing practice of the
time. The work covers the history
of the Roman Enpire, Europe, and
the Catholic Church from98 to
1590 and di scusses the decline of
the Roman Enpire in the East and
West. Because of its relative
objectivity and heavy use of
primary sources, at the time its
nmet hodol ogy becane a nodel for

| ater historians. This led to

G bbon being called the first
"modern historian of ancient
Rone". G bbon offers an

expl anation for why the Roman
Empire fell, a task nmade difficult
by a | ack of conprehensive witten
sources, though he was not the
only historian to tackle the
subj ect. According to G bbon
Roman Enpire succunbed to
barbarian invasions in |arge part
due to the gradual loss of civic
virtue anong its citizens. They
had become weak, outsourcing their
duties to defend their Enpire to
bar bari an mercenaries, who then
becane so nunerous and ingrained
that they were able to take over

t he

the Enpire. Romans, he believed,
had becone effem nate, unwilling
to live a tougher, "manly"

mlitary lifestyle. In addition,

G bbon argued that Christianity
created a belief that a better
life existed after death, which
fostered an indifference to the
present anong Roman citizens, thus
sapping their desire to sacrifice
for the Enpire. He also believed
Its conparative pacifismtended to

hanper the traditional Roman
martial spirit. Finally, like
ot her Enli ghtennent thinkers,

G bbon held in contenpt the Mddle
Ages as a priest-ridden,
superstitious, dark age. It was
not until his own age of reason
and rational thought, it was
bel i eved, that human history could
resune its progress. G bbon sees
the Praetorian Guard as the
primary catalyst of the enpire's
initial decay and eventual
col | apse, a seed planted by
Augustus at the establishnment of
the enpire. He cites repeated
exanpl es of the Praetorian Guard
abusing their power with
calamtous results, including
numer ous i nstances of inperi al
assassi nation and incessant
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demands for increased pay.

H story of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Enpire

Cr eat espace | ndependent
Publ i shing Pl atform

This work has been sel ected
by schol ars as being
culturally inportant, and is
part of the know edge base of
civilization as we know it.

This work was reproduced from

the original artifact, and

remains as true to the

original work as possible.
Therefore, you wll see the
origi nal copyri ght

references, |ibrary stanps
(as nost of these works have

been housed in our nost
I nportant |ibraries around
the world), and other

notations in the work. This
work is in the public domain
in the United States of
Anerica, and possibly other
nations. Wthin the United
States, you may freely copy
and distribute this work, as
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no entity (individual or
corporate) has a copyright on
t he body of the work.As a
reproduction of a historical
artifact, this work may
contain mssing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant
mar ks, etc. Schol ars beli eve,
and we concur, that this work
I's i nportant enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and
made generally available to
the public. W appreciate
your support of the
preservati on process,

t hank you for being an
| nportant part of keeping
this know edge alive and

rel evant .

The History O The Decline And
Fall O The Roman Enpire; e-
art now

The History of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Enpire is a
si x-vol ume work by the English
hi storian Edward G bbon. It
traces Western civilization (as
well as the Islamc and
Mongol i an conquests) fromthe

and

hei ght of the Roman Enpire to

the fall of Byzantium Vol une |
was published in 1776 and went
t hrough six printings. Vol unes

[l and Il were published in
1781; volunes IV, V, and VI in
1788-1789. The original vol unes

were published in quarto
sections, a conmon publi shing
practice of the tinme. The work
covers the history, from98 to
1590, of the Roman Enpire, the
history of early Christianity
and then of the Roman State
Church, and the history of

Eur ope, and di scusses the
decline of the Roman Enpire in
the East and West. Because of
Its heavy use of primry
sources, unusual at the tine,

I ts nmet hodol ogy becane a nodel
for later historians. This |ed
to G bbon's being called the
first "nodern historian of
ancient Rone." H's work renmains
a great literary achi evenent
and a very readabl e

I ntroduction to the period, but
consi derabl e progress has since
been nmade in history and
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ar chaeol ogy, and his

I nterpretations no | onger
represent current acadenic
know edge or thought.
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